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To all the Ianorant, Carnal, and Ungod! 
who are Lowers of Pleaſures more than God, 
and ſeek this World more than the Life B="" 
verlaiting, and live after the Fleſh, and -| 
not afier the Spirit, Theſe Calls and Counſels 

"lt are direded in hope of their Converſion ts 

{ Ged, ardof their Salvation. : 


j 


He that hath an Ear to hear, let him hearg 1 


Miſerable Soxl 
(Here Is chat Liſe and Light, and Love, In every 
trae Believer, bur eſpecially in every Faithful * 
Minifter of Chiift, which engageth them to © 
long and labour for your Salration Life is con 
| municarive avd aRive. It maketh us (enfible * 
that Faith is nor a Fenrefie,nor rrne Religion a Stage: play, - * 
nor our hopes of our Etcrazl Happineſs a Dream, And as . * 
we defire nothing wore for our ſelves, than to have more” 
y of the Holy Life which we heve, alas in ſo ſmall a meaſure; 
7 fo what fs ſr that we ſhould more defire for others? With. 
the eyeof an lofallible ( tho roo weak) Falth wt ſee the . 
& Heaven which you negle&, avd the bleſſed Souls Jn glory 7 
f with Chrift, whoſe Companions you might be for evers _ 
We ſee the multltnde of Souls iv Hell, who came thither 
by che ſeme way that ycu zre going in. Who are ſhur our. 
of the glorfovs preſence of God, and are Dow among thoſe, 
| Devils that deceived them, remembring that they had their | 


. 
S 2 
\ : 
- 
- . 


good things here, Lybt. 16 25, And how they ſpentthe 
Day of their Vifiration, and how light they once ſet by 
God, by Chrift, by Heaven, by Mercy, whilfi Mercy was- 
a2 carueſt Solicirour, for rhelr Hearts : And. with our; 
Bodily Eyes we ſec at the ſame time, abundance. of poor. , 
\ ſigners living about vs, as If there were no God,no Chriſt, , - 
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"oo An Bpiſle ro the 


53-4 if a Man were but a maſter beaft ro rule the 


- 
Xpeacd 

fv to Nb 
| Ir , Eyour'own calc; to ſce what Souls do in Heaven 
+Hell, .zridat once to ſee tow unbelievingly, carelefly 


and Tefifeletly moſt'men live on Earth, as if there were no / 


i 


= foe difference In another World ; would [r not ſcem a 
© plrifol fighrro-you? If you had once ſeen the Five Brethren 
- of DIv#3 of Eatth, eating, drinking, laughingzand mierry, 
. cl8&Hed and falting daily with the beſt, and at the ſame 
timeſecn their Brothers Scul in Hell, begging in vain for 
a little caſe, and wiſhing in yvalo that one from the dead 
+ might go warn his Brethen, that they come nor to the 
'place of rorment;,weuld It nor ſeem to you a pitiful fight ? 
'Wauld nor pity have made you think, [ 1s there no wats 
open theſe Genilemens iyts? No way to £(quaint them what is 
brcome of their Brother, and where Lazerus is, and whether 
they themſtluty ave going? No one driveth or forceth thim ts 
Hell, «nd will they go thither of themſelves ? And is there 
'* nd wiy to flop them or keep them back ? | Did you bur-ſee 
your (eives what we ſee by Falth ( believing God ) and 
[+ atonce beheld the Saints In Heaven, the loft diſpaſring 
 Sonls in Hel, and the ſenſeleſs ſenſual ſinners on earrch,ther 
yet” will lay none of this ro heart, ſure it would mike you 
wonder at the fivupidity.of Mankind, Would you not ſay, 
O' what a Deceiver [is the Deve)!, that can thus lead on 
ſouls tb thetr own damnation? O what a cheater is this 
* - tranficory World that can mebe men ſo forget the world 
where' tHy muſt live for ever! O what an Encmy is this 
. fleft, that thus drawerh down mens Souls from God! O 
” what a beſorting thing is fin that turneth a reaſonable ſoul 
* Into worſe than a beaſt! what a Bedlam is this wicked 
> world, when thouſands are ſo buſily labouring ro nndo 
* themſclves and others, and gratifyiog-cthe Devil, againſt rhe 
| God&S8aviour who'woutd give chem cverlaſiing bleſſed life 
> Ard as we have-fuch a tighr as. 'this by Faith to make 
> Us pity you, ſo have: we fo much taſte of the goodneſs of 
God, rhe ſweetneſs of his- wayscand the happineſs of belſea 
| vets, 2s mvft needs niake'us wiſh that you had bur once 
# tried the ſame delights which would turn the pleaſures of 
; fla into detefiarion, God knowcth that we deſire nothing 
- more 


f aven, fo Hell, no judpment, nog nor no death to be 
ef np6d them,: and periſh with them, And If 
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_ Souls, Chriſt our Captarn laved be Patient Conqueſt, and -? 


4 : 


Wnconyerted Rader: 
mare for our ſelves than the perſecuipn.and Eternity of thi 
Holineſs and Hapineſs which we , balzeve 4nd tafte. ..Ayd” 
ſhould we not deſire rhe (ame for yqu ? a re. 

And being thus moved with necefſpry pity ge azk of God? 
what he would have.us to do for .yqur Salyation, Ap 
hach told us in Scripture that ache preaching of ys Gals 
to acquainc you plainly with the truth, and garneſily and.” 
frequently iatreat you ro turn from the fl:(h and world xc | 
God by Jeſus Chriit, is the means with which his gracels 
ready to concur for your Salvaiiony when obſiinate refife | 
ſtance cauſcth the Holy Spirit ro forſake the finger, ayd * 
_ him to hiaſelf, ro follpw his awa Caynſels, Luſis.apd * 
Wills: | 

fo this hope we undertook the Sacred Miniftry,and gaye 
uP our (elycs to this great and moſt impartzn work. . Ja 
the great ſenſe of our uawortiigels, bur yer in the (enſe of 
your $quls ncceflity, we were nor fach Fools at qnt firſt 
ſerting our, as agt ro knaw ic ouſt be a. Ilfe of labor, (clf- 
denyal and patience, andhe vil would do his. wor te 
.hinder ns, - and that all ſorts of hls jefiraments  weuld be 


- 


ready to ſerve him againfl our Labours, and againſt your - 


«, 


ſo.muſt we (ave oxr ſelves 4x4 you; Ando raw $63 jave, 
14avr ſelves ander Chrift, Hever you be ſaved. It washd 
firange thiig is Pax! rnat bands and effiitilons. did every - 
where abide him, nor did he sccouut his life dear ther he 
might finiſh his conrle with joy .and the Minifiry comminted 
to him by the Lord, Ads 20.:23, 24. It was no firange 
thing ro him to be forbidden to preach ts Gratiles the? they 
might be ſaved, by ſuch as were filling up the mirſurt of their, © 
fins, and were under Gods «ttermsſt wrath on carth, « Theſe 
15, 16: Devils and PharHees and moſt where they came, / 
both high and low, were agzinit the Apoſtles preaching of _ 
the Goſpel, and yer they wauld not ſactilegiovſly and cray - 
elly break their Covenant with Chriſt, and peifidioufly de- 
ſert the Souls of Men, even as their Lord for the love of 
Souls, did call Peter Saten, that would have tempted him © 
to (ave his life and fleſh, inftcad of making Ic a ſacrifice - 
for our fins, Met, 16, 33. «7 
What think you ſhould move us to undertake a calling ( 
contrary to our flcſhly eaſe and latereſis? Do we not know 
. the. 


An Epifile to the 


Rulers whom we honour, as Schiſmaticks, diſobedicnr, 


ahe way of Exſe and Hotonr; . of Wealth and Pleaſures as * 
well zz others ? And have we nor fleſh as well as others ? * 
Conld we not be content that the Cup of reprorch, and * 
| feorn, and ſlander, and poverty, and labours might pats * 
from ns, if ir were not for the will of God and your Salra- * 
tlon 2 Why fhould we love to be the loweſt and trodden ; 
gown by malignanr Pride, and counted as the filth of the 
World, and the Offfcourlng of all thiogsz repreſented to * 


rurbulent, unruly, by every Chnrch wſyrper, whom we re» ? 
fuſc ro mike a God of;Why give you nor over this preach. | 


ing of the Goſpel, ar the will of Satan, that Is for the e» | 


verlafiing faffering of your Souls, under the pretence of ma» 


kin as ſaffer ? Is nor all this that you may be converted and 


faved ? H we be herein bcfides eur ſelves, ic is for you. 
Could the words of the ignorant or proud, have perſxaded 
us that elcher your wants and dangers are ſo inconfiderable, 
wo ws other __—_ and helps ſofficienr, that our labovrs 


been unneceſſary to you, God knowerh we ſhould hare 
- readily obeyed the filencing Jorts of Paſio?s, and have bee 
taken us to fome orher Land where our ſervice had been 
more neceſſziy, -Ler thame be the ern reward, who 
taketh nor the (aving of ſouls, and the plealing of God, 
for a ſufficient reward, wihhonr Eccieſiaftical Digniies, 
Preferments, or Worldly wealth, 

[ have told you bur motives, I have rold you our bafincfy 


and the cerms of our undertaking. It is God and you finxers, * 


+ Y 


thac next muſt rei] us what our catertalyument and (ſucceſs 
hall be. Shall it lil] be negle@, and unthankful centempr, 
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' and rurniog awey your car and hearr, and ſaying, we have |. 
ſomewhat cltc to mind? Will you ſtill be cheated by this | 


deceiving world ? And ſpend ail your days in pampering 
your gnts,and providing for your fl: th that muſt lie rotting 
very fhortily In a grave? Were you made for no beiter wo: k 


than this? May nor we bring you to ſome (obct thoughts * 
of your condition, nor one awakned look Ir-to the world x 


where you muſt be for eycr?Nor one heart raiſing theught 
'of the everlaſting glory ? Not one hearc- plercing thought 


of all yaur Savicurs love, nor one tear for all ;our finful 3 


fives ? O God 7arbid, Ler nor our labour be (6 4iſpilcd; 


Let not you: God, your Saviour, and ycur Souls be 
let 


unconverttd Reader. : * A000 
ſer ſo light by; O let there be no oy gs perſon - 
among yon like Eſaxy, who for ext morſel ſold hls | 

right, _- 
ee ſinners! Wetalk nor to you as on a ſtage In cuſta= 
mary words, and becauſe that talking thus was our trades 
We arc in as good earneft witch you as if we faw- you all 
murdering your ſelves, and we are perſwadlng you i 
{ave your lives, Can any man be in juft wih you who 
believerh God ? Who by falth foreſeeth whither you are 
going, #nd whar you loſe , and where the game of fin 
will end? Iris little berter to jeſt with you now In Pulplc 


*; yo 
- . - 
- i — 1 


& ' or in private, than co ſtand jeſiing over your depart- 
yy ; = ſouls, when at death you are breathing owt Jour, - 
J la " 

ue | Alas, with ſhame and gricf we do confeſs that we never 


id |, ſpeak to you of theſe things as their truth and welght de» 

| "f(erve, nor whhihe ſkill and wiſdom, the affe&ion and 

fervency which beſcemerh me engaging in the ſaving of 

r ſouls Burt yer you may perceive that we are in | 

' - ſadneſs with you, ( For God is fo ) Whar clſe do we ftudy 

en | for, labour for, ſuffer for, live for? Why elſe do we (@ 
' 


10 much trouble. our ſelves, and trouble you with all this ado, 
dy d an2e7 t32m inat wou'd have had ws filet? For my own 


part. IJ will make my free confe{fiog to you to my fhame 2 
That I never grew cold and doll,and pirileſs tothe ſouls of 
others, till I firſt grow roo cold and careleſs of my own 


5, * (unleſs when weakneſs or ſpeculative findies cool me, 
is *) which I mufi confeſs they often do. ) We never ccale pity- 
f, | ing you till weare growing too like you, and ſo have necd 
'e |» of pity our ſelves; 


is | When, through the Mercy of-my Lord, the proſpeR of 
'B the World of Souls which I am going to, hath any powers 
8 ful operation on my ſe!l{, O then [ could ſpend and be (pen 
k for others, No words are too earneſt.no labour too great, 
> naocoſtioo dear, the frowns and wrath of malignant op* 
d 5 pofers of the preaching of Chriſts Goſpel are nothing ta 
At F/ me. But when the World of Spirits diſappear,or my Soul 
it f; bsclouded, and receiveth not the vital illaminaring influ» 
| —_— Heaven, 1grow cold, firit to my ſelf, and then to 0. 

thers, 
-Come then poor Sinners, and help us who' are willlog 
y ar 


® 4 "INF, - 
Y 7 
A 
PF. 9. % p 
"5 tf 


an Epifile to the 


” 


Ip. 


at any rate to be your helpers.As we ficft crave Gods help; 
lo we next crave yours, Help us, for we cannot ſave you * 
fiyour, Wills, oor (ave you withoxt your conſent and # 
God himſelf will not ſave you without you, and * 


.ow fhould we know that the Devil is againſt vs, and will * 
. do his worſt to hinder us, and ſo wili all his Miniſters by * 
{ {What names or titles (oever dignificd or diftioguiſhed, Bur 5 
all chis 1s nothing,1f you will bur rake our parts your (cives, 5; 


I mean if you will take.Chrifis part , and your own, and 
will nor be againſt your. felycs. Mcn and Devils catinor 
elther help or binder us inſaving you as you may. do.your 
(elves, If Ged and Jos be for- us, who: ſhall'be agyinſi 
- | | 


And #ill you belp ws? give over firiving againſt God, 
and Conſcience, give our fightivg againft Chrift and his 
-Spiric: Take part nomaore With the world and the fleth 
which in your Baptiſm you renounced. Ser your hearts io 
' the meſſage which we:biing you. Allowſt your men like 
ſober thonghts, ſeaxch the Seriptares, and ſee whether the 
things which we ſ ſo or no... / We offcr you nothing 
- but what we bave reſolyedly choſep' our ſelves, thar after 
the moſt (crions dellberarton that we can make. We have 
many. a time lonbs2 port wr us. to.know whatils the 


hapri- - , , << wavy LUDHU SUwns --, . Felary 6 

'»:-acl1) of man'; And had we found better for eg7 jroo+- 
we had offered betterto'gox, If the World would haye 
ſerved qurtpros, fr ſhould have ſerved yours alſo, 'and we 
would' nor have troubled you with the talk of. efother 
PForld, but it will not; Iam ure it will ngr ſerve your 
turns, to make you happy, nor ſhall'you long*make t!:at 
f ſorry ſelf-decclving - (hife with it as now you do, 

Bur if you will not tþinbof theſeth[ngs, if Jou wiltnor pſe the 
reaſon of men, alas what can we do to fafe your fouls 2.0 
pity them Lord, ,that they may pity themielves. Haye 
mercy on ther, thar they may have ſome more metcy an 
themſelves, Help rhem thar they may help1hemſelyes and 
8s. If you (till refuſe, will not your toſs be more than gs ! 
If we loſe our labcur ( which to our ſelves we ſhall nor”) 
If we loſe our hopes of your Salvailop, whar is (his to.your 
everlaitiog loſs of Salvation Ir ſel}? And wilat is our fuf- 


ferio2s for your (lakes, Inicompariſon of your endleſs ſuffer» | 


But | 


Jogs ? 
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antouverttd Reader; ; E: 

Bat O, this is ir that breeketh our hearts, that we leave 
yon under more guik than we found you; and when we bave 
laid out life and labour to fave you, the impenkent ſouls 
muſt have their palas increaſed, -for the refuſiog- of theſe 
Calls, -And that it wil be part of your Hell to think for 
ever how madly you refuſed our Counſel,and what pains & 


| coft and patience were uſed to have laved you,&all io vain» ; 


{c will be ſogit muſt needs be ſo; Chriſt (airh, it ſb4lt be taſter, 


| for Sodom and Gomorrah in the dey of Judgment, than for the 


rejeRers ofhis Goſpel calls, The nature of the thing, and 
the nature of Fafiice certainly tell you that it muſt be 
ſo, 

O turn not our complaints tro God agalnfi you : Turn vs 
nor from beſeeching you to be reconciled to God, to rell 
him you will not be reconciled. Force us not to ſay,that 
we carneſily invited you co the Heavenly Feaſt, and you 
would not come. Force us not to bear this Wirneſs agiloft 


you, Lord, we corld bave born all owr labour and fofferings 


| for them, much eafslier, if they would but have yielded to thy 


grace, But it was they themſelves that broak our brarts, that 
{oſt oxy labour, that made us preqth and intreat in vein; It 
Was taſiey to preach without maintenance than without [ucctſt, 
It was thty that were worſe to xs thay all the Prrſecutors in- 
the world; How oft would we huve gathered them, but they 
world not, but ave wngatbtred till ? How many Holy, Faith 
ful Miniſters bave I known theſe cleven years latt paſt, who 


{ have lived io pfning poverty and want,and hardly by Che- 


riry got Bread and Cloathing,and yer if rhey ould bot have 
rruly ſaid | Lord the Sermons, which 1 preathi ptiuately, nd 
in danger,vave won meny Souls to thee | ita ve made 
all their burden cafie:Bur | rel] che ſenicte(f 1d kmpcoirent 
ſinner, thon that deniedit God thy heart; & them thy Con» 
verſion, which wzs the end of all their labours,- bat degit 


; much more cruclly wich them , than they that denied the 


A 
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Leviets Bread. 
Poor Sinners ? Tknow that I am ſpeaking 21! this to 


| thoſe that are drad in fin, bur itis a Death confifling with &£ 
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g Vithſa-7eaſoxable- faculty which is capable. of ipiricual Ine, 


As WITLITTLE 
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_ An EpiGle td the - 
M3N41309 : 'Orelſe I would no more perſwade you than 1 
do a Beaſt, And I brow that you are in the fetters ofyour 
ows lyFs;. your wills, your love, your bearts, arc turned 
away from God, and firongly bewltched with the dreams * 
und dalliances with the Flcſh and World. But your wils .& 
are not forced ro this Captivity. Surey thoſe wills may be | 
changed by Gods Grace, whea you clearly ſee ſufficient 
reaſon for to change them. Tiſe I would as foon preach 
( were I capable ) ro Devils and damned Souls. Your Caſe 
Is not yet deſperate, O make it not defperate, There ls | 
juſt the ſame hope of your $a/vation as there Is of your + 
Converſion and perſtverence, and no more» Without ir there. } 
Is no hope. And with Ir you are ſafe, and have no cauſe | 
x0 donbr and fear. Heaven inay be yet yours, If you will. 


= 
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Nothing but your own Wills, refuſing Chrift and a holy 
Ilife can keep yox out, And ſhall thar do it ? Shall Hell be 
=_ owns choice? And will you,( 1 ſay will you not beſav» 
x | 

© think better what you do ! Gods terms are reaſonable : | 
His Word and ways are geod and eque!, Chrifts Yoke Is 
=afie and his Burden Iighr, and his Commandmeors are not | 
grievous to aby, bur ſo far as blindneſs and a bad and backs 
werd heart doth make themſo, You have no rec reaſon 
xo be vxwilling, God and Conſcience ſhall. one day tell you | 
and all the World that you had no reaſon: for it: You may || 
ms wifely pretend Reaſon ro cut your throats, to torment 
your ſelves, as plead reaſon agairiſt atzue Converſion unto 
God, Were I perſwading you not-to kill your ſelves, Z | 
would make no queſilon. bur you wonld be perſwaded:And |: 
yet muſt 1 be hopeleſs when 1 perſwade you from everlaſts | ] 
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ng miſery, and not to prefer the wor'd and fleh before |4 
your Saviour and your God, and before aſure everlaſting joy? 
God forbid, 
Reader, I rake ir for a great mercy of God, that before }: 
my head }ſech down In the duſt, and I go to glve up my | 
account unto my Judge, I have this Opportunity once more, | | 


"earneſtly ro beſpeak chee for thy own Salvation, I beg it of 

_ thee, az one that moſt ſhortly be called away and ſpeak to 
thee oo more,” ti]l we come unto our endleſs ſtate, rhaty 
thou wouldft bur ſomerimes retire toro thy (elf,and uſe che ? 

þþ ceaſon of a man, and /oefe before thee whither thou art go-' 
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| I ustmverted Reader. 
2. Ing, and vob bebind thet how they, haft lived, ad what 
{ thou haſt been doſong in the World till now; au loot 
+.w7thix thee, what a caſe thy Sovls is in, and whether it be 
77 ready to enter upon Eerernfty, and look above thee what £4 
' i#' Heaven of glory thon doft negle&, and what a Ged thou 
haſt to be thine Everlefilng Friend or Exemy, as thou chooſeſt 
8 and as thou {iveſt, _and that thon art alwayes in hls fight, 
' ©, Yet, and look below thee, and think where they arc, that 
' 'Þ died unconverred. And when thou haſt ſoberly rhoughe 
+ [7 of allcheſe things, then do as God and true Re«ſon, ſhall 
" #2 direct thee, And is this an unreaſonable requeſl? Lyn 
- #3 ro God,and to all Wife men, and ro thine own Conſcience 
* |] when ft hall be awakened, If Iſpeak againſt thee, or if 
- +! all chisbe not for thy Good, or ifir be not true and ſare, 
' | then regard not what] ſay: If 1 ſpeak not that meſlige 
» which God hath commanded his Minifters ro ſpeak ; then 
lerit be refuſed as conremptuoufly as thou wilt, Bur if1 
do butin Chrifts name and fiead. beſeech thee to be recon 
; cilled to God, 2 Cor. 6. 19, 25+ Refuſe ir ar thy peril:And 


| if Gods befeeching thee ſhall nor prevail agzinſt thy floath, 
| loft, thy apperire, againſt the defires of thy fleſh, againft” 
the duſt and ſhadows of the World, remember ir whey. : 
| _ fraitleſs cries and horror; thox art baſeeching him top *: 
ktfs | | | 
[ I know poor ſinger that Pleſb is brurifih, -and luſt and 
appetite have no reaſon, But I know thar thex haſt reaſon 
thy ſelf which was given thee to over-rule them, and thar 
he that will avt be a Man, cannot be a Saint, nor 2 Heppy 
Men, Tknow rhar thou liveft in a tempring and a wicked 
world, where things or peyrſoxs will be dally hindring this. 
3 But1 know thar this is no more to a man thar by Faith 
ſceth Heeven and Hell before him, theu a grain of ſand fy 
ro a Kingdom or a blaſt of Wind, to one that is fighting or 
$i | flying for hls life. Lak. 12, 4. O'man? that thou didfe 
bur know the diffcrence between that which the Devil and 
Tt Sin will give thee, if thow wilr ſelf thy Soul and Heaven, 
0! and thatwhich God hath promited and ſwors to give thee, 


PTE Elbe btrediet. 


to} if thou wilr hearrily give op thy ſelftohlm. I know thou 
-: mayeſt poſſjbly fail inro Company ( at leaft among ſome 
__ ſors and drenkerd ) that will tell thee, all this fs bar trouble» 


ſome preciſeneſs, and making more ado than needs, But 
R F 
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Fool before his Maker, - ( For n_ be pg.better than, a 


- miſerable Fool,chat will conmadihand revile the Word of 
God,even the Word pf Grace yhar, would ſave Mcns (owls) 


And, alas, it is paſſible. than ,mayeſt bear.ſame of...he 


| | Tribe of Levi ( or rather of Cein,:). derjding thus Serious 


Godlinefs as mere Hypocrifityie. Favaticilm,and, Se!f.capceitede 
xeſs : As If you muſt be xo beater rhan. the Dev yes,leſt 


you be Proud in thinking that y9n.ars better then the); Thar . 


3s, you muſt go with them. to Hell, left jon Rcaven, be 


Is fitter for Pagers and Infidels to.bear, thanChciſtians and 
Protefiants. Becauſe ſuch Mevs big, locks, pr (pets may: 
gake the poyſ(on tlie cafilier ;j441a down, 1xwllllotrear chee 
Þur as before God to anſwer theſe fallowing queſtions, pr.to 
get them: acſwered, and then jygec = 

wy we that, would decelye thee : And whethes 8s Nep ule 
to tat zgeinſi Lrarzing that have yane themſelyes, lp fuch 
Mcn prate got againit -Conytr/ion aud the Spirit. of God, 
Þecauſc they have ao ſuch thing theglſclves. 

BR. 1. Ipray axk them, wherber ic be a Puritan gr. Fana«* 


\xick Opinion thai Men aft dje? And what all the Powp, 
mand Wealth and Plezſures of the. -Warld will agnifte go & 


deprrcing Soul ? Ask them whether they will ive qo. earth, 
For ever, andeheir merry hours, and Lordly looks will have 
mo end? And whe.ther Ir be by: the conceit of Hypecrites 
mod Schiſmaticks, that their Cargafe muſt be rotting in a 
uarkſeme Grave? 


let the 4 £2 6. 
1:24 who well bilieve'n « 


Proxd Hypocriies for thinking your elves bajpier than. F 
Yo = ras 
It may be they will tall you, that this palk of Converfon | 


ther lt the they: | 


Mer. Sn ® 


Q. 2. Ak them phe bor. Map haye not an Jwrmortal | 
o iv 


Soul, and a lopger life ro live when this 13. ended ? Lyke 


M2, 41. | 

of 3, Aik them whezher repſap require no7 every man 
Zo think more (criouſly of the place.or Race where he muſt 
He for ever, than ofthat wberg he muſt be for a lictle while, 


avd (rom whence he is poſiing day & nighri8& whether ir he | 


Dot wiſer to lay up opr tregſore where we mwlt: flay, than | 


where we mult not fiay hyt dally {ook tbe calicd away and 
Never ore to he ſecn gn Eerth? Mat, 6, 19. 20. 2 C07. 4 
26, !7, 18, and 5» 1, 2+ 3:6: 7+ Bo 


Q 4+ 45k | 
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B1caxusr ied Reader. 
©H...4. 4th them «hecher God ſhould not be loved 
with all our hear:,and foul,and might ! Met.22. 29, And 
wheches ir he nor the mark of angodly miicerant, to be 8 
lover of. pleaſure more than Gad, 2 Tim. 3.4, and a lover 
ofchis World above him? x Fob. 2, 15, 16. And whether 
we muſt not /ech rfl Gods Kingdom and hls Rightrouſntſss 
Mat, 5. 33. aud-{aboxr maſt for the meat that never perifheth, 
Toh. 6. 29. And firive to enter in at the fſiralc gate, Lube 
13+ 24-And give «ll diligence to maky our calling and eltion 
ſure? 2 Pet. 1. io, 
 ©..5: Askibem whether without Holineſs any ſhall ce 
God ? Heb' 12. 14. Mats 5+ 8. Tit. 2. 14; And whether 
F the carne] mind is not enmity to God, and to be carnally 
| mipded is not death, ayd to be ſpiritnally minded, life 
- | andpeace? And whether if you live after the fleſh you 
| ' ſhall not dyes and be condemned? and they ſhall live and 
) *# he ſave thar walk after the Spiric ? And whether any man 
| 
; 
| 
| 


: arr WV 


Ye oh 


be Chiifls rhat hath, not his Spiric? Rom. 8. 1s 5, 6. 7. 8.9, 
13- 
of | 6. 45k them whether any man have a Tregſwe in 
Heiven, whoſe heart fs not there? Mat.6. 21. And whether 
this þe nar the d ffsrence herwgeen the wicked andthe 
; gad'y, that the fiift do make their Bellzes their Gods, and 
_ | wind casthly things, apd arc Enemies to the Craſs of Chriſt 
| & FC choygh perhaps not bis name; and the Jattgr have thezr * 
FF Converſation In Haven, and being riſes with Chriſt do [teh © 
© and ſec their afieftions an things above, end u9! #5 things thet 
. 
| 


art on earth, to which thty ere as dead, and their [ife is hid 
( or og of fight ) with Chrift in Ged, till Chrif] appear. 
and then thty ſhe appear, ( even openly to all thc world } 
= with biman Glory, Yhi. 3, 18. 17. 20, Col. 4+ 1. 2.3 4+ 


D. 7, Ab them yether ir be credible or ſutiable ro 
| Gods word. or workings, that he ther will not give them 
the fruits of che earrb wihthogr their labour, nor fecd and 
; cloath them wirhour themſelves, will yet b:lag them to 
Heaven without any care, defiie, or labour of their own? * 
Whey be hath big him, Garg nor for the one, and called 
for relr greateſt Diligence for the other, Mat. 6: 23, 25+ 
33 7Job..6 27. Yca, azk th:m whethey thale be not the 
two firit Articles of all F&jth and Religion, 1: That God Me 

hp 2: T ah 


An Fpiftle to the 


2. That he 3s the rewarder of them that diligently ſer bimHeb, { 


T1. 6. 


D. 8. Ah them, yea a5þ your eyes, your ears, your " 
daily experience In the World, whether &«/{ or moſt ther | 
call themſelves Chriſtians, do in good ſadveſs thus [Ive to 
- God jo the Spirits, and mortifie the tiefh with its affeRlons, | 


and luſts, and ſeeb firſt Gods Kingdom and 
love him above all, and lay up treaſure an 
ven: ofrrather, whether moſt be nor lovers of the World, 
and lovers of pleafures more than God, and live not afrer 
che fleſh, and mind not moſt the things of the tleſhiT men- 
tion not now the drunkards, the fleſh-pleafing Gentlemen, 
thar live in Pride, Fulneſs and Idleneſs, and Sport,end Play 
away thelr precious time, nor the filchy Fornicator, nor 
the mercileſs Oppreſſors, nor the malignant haters of a 
godly life, nor the perjured perfidious bertrayers of mens 
Souls and of the Goſpel, or of their Countries good, nor 
ſuch other men of ſcared Conſcience, whole miſcry none 
queſlionerh, but ſach as are blind and miſerable; Ir is nor 


reouſnefs, 


| theſe only I am ſpeaking of, but the common, worldly, 


fleſhly, aod ungodiy ones - 

D. 9. 45þ them whether the name of a Chriſtian will 
ſave any ol theſe #1god!ly perſons ? And whether God will 
like men the betrer for lying and calling themſelves Chrif- 
tlans, when they are none indeed ? And? whether they 
dare preach ro the people rhar a Chriftian Drunkard, or a 
Chriitfan Fornfcator,vr Oppreflor, or a ChriftianWorldliog, 
neederh ns Converſion, 

2. 10 Ak them whether rhey (ay nor themſelves thar 
Hy p2erifie bs a great aggravation of 21] other fin? And whe- 
ther God hath nor made the Hypocrizes and #vbtlivers to be 
the ſtandards In Hell? Lab, 25 6w And whether (ſeeking 
to abuſe God by a Merck Religion, do make ſuch falfe Chrifti- 
41s better than the poor Hrathens and Infidels,or much worſe? 
And whether he be net an Hypecrite thar profeſſeth to be a 
Chriſtien, and a Servang of God, when he is noxe, x07 will 
be ? An1 whether he that þ1oweth his Maſters will,and doth 
5t not, (hall nor have the ſoreſt iripes, or puniſhment, Luk. 
10.47, 

N. Tt. Ash them whether in their Baptiſm ( which Is 
their Chriftoing as a Covenant) they did nor _— hs 

cif 


Rt in Hers | 
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W1converted Reader. 


8 flicſh, the World 2nd the Devil, and vow and deliver up 
7 theſhielves ro God, their Father, their Saviour and their 
q $inRifier ? And whether all or moft mcn perform this 
*3 vow? And whether a perjured Covenent-breaker agalnſt 
4 God, is ficter for Salvation chan ont that never was Baptizz 


ed. 
N- 13+ Ask them whether the boly xeture of God be 


4 nor 0 commry to fin, as that it is Blaſphemy to (ay that 


he will bring to Heaven, and into the Boſom of his 
erernal delights «ny axhboly anrenewed Soul, 1 Pet. 1. 15. 


N: 13- Ash them why ft was that Chriſt came 3uto the 
world ? Whether ir was not to ſave his m—_ from their 
Sins, M«t. 1, 2 And to deſtroy the works of the Devil, x 
Fob. 3:8. Andto purifie to himſelf a pecullar people, 
zealous of good works, Tit. 2. 14. And to bring home 
firaying ſouls to God, Lube. 15, Andtobe the way to the 
Father, Job. 13 6. And whether Chrift will (ave that Soul 
that is converted by him, and ſaved from hls fins? Or 
wheiher it be the dead Image only of « Cracificd Jeſus 
that is «ll thtir Saviours, while they will have no more of 
him. 

Q 14, 4sþ them why they Bclieve, and were Bap:17<d 
into the Holy Ghoſt, and whether a Man can enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, that is not born of the Spirit as well 
as of Fattr, Job. 3 3 5.6. And that It ly not converted, 
and begins not the world as it were a new, iq a teachable, 
rraQable newneſs of life, like a [lttle child ? Math. 13, 3. 
And whether it be not a certain truth, that, If any mes 
have not the ſpirit of Chriſt the ſame is none of his, Rom. 8, 


6. 

Q' 15. Ask them why Chriſt geve the world ſo many 
warn ngs of the damnableneſſ of the Phariſtes W1pocri fie, if 
Hypocritical Chriſiiens ray be faved. And what were theſe 
Phariſtes ? They were the Maſters of the Jewiſh Church ; 
The Rabies that muſt have bigh places, higo titles, and ce- 
r0Ronies, formal garments, and muſt be reverenced of all, 
Thar gave God Lip=ſcrvice withour the hearr, and mate 
void his Commands, and #+1ſhipped Him in valo, reaching 
ſor DoArines the Commend ments of mer, and flritly rythe 
the Miot and Cummio, while lovely Mercy and Juftlice 

. were 
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An Epiſile to the 


| werepaſt by? Who worſhipped God with an abundance of , 
| Ceremonls and build che Tombs, and garnifhed the Se- *7; 


pulchres of the Saints; while tbey killed and perſecuted 


thoſe that did imitate them, and hated the living Saints, | 


and honoured-the dead, They were the birtereft encmicy 
and murderers of Chriſt op pretence that he was a Blaſphe. 
mer,anad a (cdifious enemy of Ceſ4r and the common peace, 


and one that ſpike againſt the Temple , They were the |: 


greareſi Enemies of the Apoſiles; and filencers of thoſe 
thae preached Chriſis Goſpel, and perſecuted rhem that 
called upon his name. And had theſe no necd of Convers 
fton, becuule they could ſay, God Is our Father ( when the 
Devil was cheir Father, Fob. 8. 44- ) and that they were 
Abrahams Seed? And are nor Hypocritical Chriſtians, 
Drunken Chriſtians, FornicatingChrifiians, Carval. World- 
ly Infide} Chriſtians, ( the contradiftion Is your own ) 
Perſecuting Chriſtians, Falſe-named Hypocritlca! Chriftians, 
as bad yea worſe as they abuſe a moic excelienr profeſſion? 
Meat. 155 7, 8- and 23. and 22:18. and 6. 2, 8c. Lake 12. 
I 

D. 16. Doth nor the Holy Scate of Heaven require H))i- 
neſs in all char ſhi! poſicſs ir? Can an unholy toul there ſee 
and love, and praiſe and delight in God forever, and in 
the boiy ſociety and employment of rhe Saints ? Rev. 27. 
27. Is he not liker a Mehometen than a Chriſtien,that look- 
eth for a Stnſual and unholy H:evey ? 

©. 19. What 1s the difference between the Church and 


the Worid {s nor the Chuich a holy Soclety of Regenerate 


ſax!s Yez the Chwchviſivle, I only thoſe that in Bepriſm 
vow holineſs and profeſs itz Look thoſe hypocrites In the 
face and (ce whether they do nor bluſh, when chey repeat 
in the Creed. I belirve in the Hely Ghbo, 1 believe in the 
Holy Catholich Church, and the Communion of Saints, who 
ſhall have the ſorgivencſ: of (ins, and life cverleſiing ? AK 
them whether thev m=2n boly Adaltcrert, -boly wor (dlings, 


-holy perqured perſons ? &aſk chem whether they mean a Come 


munion of Saints in a Tavern, ina Play boyſe. ti a Gaming» 


houſe, in a #bove bouſe.or 2 j«(ing, cinting ſtagesplay Com- 


munio!.? If che Church be hoy, be holy If you will be of the 
Church : Ifir be a Communion of $4in's, make ir not a 


. communion of Swine, and make pot Saiars and their Com- 


muoion 


Unconverted Reader. ; 
, F munſon ſeem odlows' eirher for theſr Infirmitles or their þ. 
'* ciolsneſs ro your carnal intereſts or conceſrs;” ; 

Q. 18. Ask them whether there be a Heaven and a 
Hel or nar ?. If nor, why are they pretended Chriftlang ? 
24 If there be, will God fend one man toHeever, and ance 
ther to Hell, to{o vaſt, ſo amazing a difference of States 
if there be no great difference berween them here ? If Holie 
4 neſs a2 more differenced Chriſtians from others, that ſay» 
Js ing « Sermon or ſaying over 4 Prayer, doth difference one 
ſrom an-Infide!, where were the Jaiizce of God, In ſaving 
ſome and damning others } And what were Chriſtianity 
better than the Religion of Antonne Plate, Socrates, Sent» 
c&, Cicers, Plutarch, If not muth worſe ? Go Jinto Londen 
ſireets, and when you have talk* with 1iviig prudent Meng 
Frhen gocothe Painters ſhop and ſee & comly Piffare, and to 
) the Looking-glaſs and ſee the appearance of cach Paſſinger 

fn a glafs, and ts the perriwig-fſhops and ſet a wooden-bead . 
* with & prrriwig apart the Blok, and you have ſee ſome» 
thivg like the difference of a Holy Soxl, and ofa dead and 
* | and arefied formal Hyp ocrite, Plal, 23, 29, | 

N- 19, Ask them whether Kings and all mis make not + 
a great difference bcrween manand man; the loyal and © 


9 rRnrgn— ———— 


can eney difference nor themſelves between a Friend and 
a Foe, one that _loycth them. and one that robbeth, beat- 
eth or would git chem ? And ſhall not the moſt holy God 
make more difference'berweean the righteous and the wic- 
s ked? Mal 3, 19. 18. | 
% Q. 20. Bur \t they are dead in every point ſave carnal 
| intereſts, azk them whether they are Preaghers.or Prieſts ? 
| And. if Coaverfion and Holineſs be a needleſs thing, what 
uſe they themiclves are of? And why the Cquntry muſt be 
troubled with them, and pzy them Tythes, and owe 
them reverence / When thele rwenty Queſtions are well 
anſwered, ccaclude thac you miy be [ſaved without 
Converſion. | 
Burif poor Soul, thou art fally convinced, and- azkeſt 
bat ſhould | do to be Corveried ? The Lord. make the 
willing, and ſave ti:ce fro bypocrieſiey and 1 will quickly 
| tell th:c ina few wirds, | | 
!. Give not over ſqver thinking of theſt things, till thy 
heare be chauged, 7/#.1'9 55. 24 
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An Fpifile to the 
2. Comets Chriſt, and rake him for thy Saviour, thy 
Teacher, thy King, and he will pardon all that's paft, anc 
ſave thee, Joh, 1. 12. and 3, 16. and 5s, 4os 1 Job, 45 
In. 12, 

3- Belleve Gods love, and the pardon of ſin, and the « 
verlaſling Fojes of Heaven, that thou maycft feel that all 
the pleaſares of the world and fleſh, are dung in compa 
riſon of the Heavenly driights of Faith and Hope, and hel; 
ly Love, and peace of Conſcience, and fincere Obrdi- 
enc.c | 

4- Sin no more wilſully, but forbear that which thou 7 
wayſt ſorbear, Jſ4i. 55. 9. 3 fu 

5. Away from ttwptations, occifinns of fin and evi! con! rt 
peny, and be a companion of the bumble, bely, beaveniy! hi 
aod ſantere, Plal. 119. 115. 63: 1 tl 

6+ Wait on Gads Spirit in the diligent conflent »ſe of his + © 
wn means: Read, hear, meditate, pray: Pray hard, © 
for that grace that muſt convert thee: Walt thus, andÞþ ' 
= _ not walt in vain, P/«l. 29. and 37. 34+ andij *© 
69. 6. 

Plty O Lord and perſwade theſe Souls : Let not Chrifts S 
Blood his Do&rine, his Example, his Spirit be loft untof | 
them, and they loit iorever, Let not Heaven be 24 ue 
Heaven to them, while they dream and dote on the fha- 
dows fn the world, And O ſave this Land from the greater 
deftruion than all our late plagues, and flames, and dl- 
vifions, which our fins and thy threatnings make us fear, J 
<_ in thee have we truſted, let us never be confoubs # 
Cas | 

Having thm contributed my endeavour in this preface { 
to the farrheravce of the Aeſign of this excellent Book ;; 1 
maſt rell thee Reader, thar I toke It for an honour ro come 
mend ſo Maſcullne a birth anto the Warld : The Mide | 
wife of Alexander or Ariſtotle need not be aſhimed of her 
Otfice, Who the Author of this Treatiſe was, how he 
preached, how he lived, how he ſuffered, C and for 
what ) and how he died, h's Life and Letters lately prin- 
ted fully rell you, And I carneſtly commend the readiog of 
them to all, but cſpicla!ly ro Miniſters, not to tell them 
- what men have been here forbiddento preach Chriſts Goſ- 


pel, and for what, nor what men they are that ſo many 
years 


þ 


thy 


Unconverttd Reader 
years have done it, but to tell you what men Chriſts Mini- 
tiers ſhould be. Butfay not he kili'd himſelf with exce- 


s.{ five labour, and therefore I will take warning, and rake 


my caſe. For : Hz lived in perfect health ail his days, 


he e& norwirhflanding all his labours, cl after his hard ard 
t al long impriſonment. 2, It was not the greateſt labours of 
mp4ly his cimes of liberty that hurt him, bur his Preaching fix 
hols cr ſeven or cight times in a week after that he was filence 


xdi.f becauſe he could oor iprak ro all |.is people at oncez 


Irs; 
as * 


7 make not an ill nic'ot (o excellent example, Say nor like 
* Judas, what nttds 'this waſtt His labour, his life his 
7 ſufferings, his death were nor in vain, The ages to come 


7x that read his Life, and read hls Little popular treatiſe, be 


7 his Call to Archippas ſhall ſay, they were nota vain, And - 


6 though he was cut off la the midR of ils age, and his long» 
7, } er labours, and more elaborate wiltrings thus prevented, 


- take thankſully this (mall bur methodical, warm and ſc. 
| rious Traftate. Read it ſeriouſly, and ft carner be batir 
muſt ds thec good. 

I amcne that have /oeþ: into Beoks and Sciences, and 
Speculations of many forts, and ſeriouſly tell thee as a dyz 
ing maq, th: 2frer 2!l ay ſrarches and experience 1 have 
ſoand that philoſophical £rquires iato the Divine Arrifices 
and the Natuge of things, hath awong a greae number of / 
uacertalarles, a great many pretty piobabllities which a 7 
hcly Soul can make good ufe of in adwhiing God, and may 
find n5a lawfull kind of (port; bur in the morallcies which 
Athtifis couat uncertainties the knowledge of God and our 


$ hopes the dodrine a pratice of Holineſs, Temperance, 


e |} ard Charity, and Jaſiice, and the diligenc feekivg and joys 


© 
r 
C 


full hopes of [{fc everlaſting, is all the rrane Wiſdom, Good 
nels, the Reft and Comfort of a ſoul. Whatever be our 
plea, this is the ſatisfying certainty, the buſineſs, and the 
beaxtiſying lmproveminr of our ſelyes; 

[ bave done when I have ſought ro remove a little (can- 
dal, which I forefaw, that 1 fhouid my (elf write the prefa- 
ce to his Life where{hlmſclf 2nd rwo of his friends make 
ſuch a mention of my name, which I cannot own z which 
will ſcem a praifing him for praiſing me, ' confeſs ic look. 
eth [I[-fayvouredly In me : Bur 1 had not the power of other 
Men wilnings, 'and durft nor cherefoce forbear that which +. 

) was . 


No 


An SHR ts the | 
was his dune. Had 1 dirceRted their Pens they honld have Þ\ 
gone « middle way, and only eficemed me [ a very un-}F=® 
worthy ſcrvant of Chriſt, who yet longs to ſee che peace" fe} 
-Ppſpericy of his Church ] and ſhould have forborn thelrz 
 _ undeſerved praiſe, as other men ſhould have done their! 
. flanderous Libels. Bur if the Readerget no harm by it, 1} 
We him the aſe I made of it was, to lament that 1 am re- 
ally /o m«ch worſe than they eftecmed me, fand fear leſt If 
ſhould prove, yer worſe then 1 diſcern my (elf, who fee ſo) 
much fin apd weakneſs In my betrers, and much more in my 
.lelf, as to, make jt the conflant ſentiment of {my Soul, that } 
PRIDEofMens GREATNESS, #ISDOM, and : 
GooD NE SS, is the bel parrof the DEUILSI NM 
" ,AGE on mans forl, and DARKNESS bs the fecond,t 
MALIGNITY the.third. : 
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Richard Baxter. 
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ar READER, ; 


re- Ow well were it if there wtre no wore anconveretd ones | 
| | among us, than thoſe to whom ebis is diretied ? tunes 
ſo Converted” perſons bow Many are there, but how few tUncgys 
my Feerted Readers, eſpecially of ſuch Books as this before thre? 
1at FA Play or & Romance better ſuits the luis , and therefore +. 
| uſt bave more of the eget Eye of ſuch ; what will cheriÞþ the 
« Jevil heart is onlie grateful, net what will change it How 
q manie art thrre to whom this is dirtAtd, who will not know 
hat thty ave the men? And bow little hope is theve that 
4bis excellent Treatiſe ſhould reach its end , with thoſe why 
"apprehend themſelues not concerned in it ? Art not thox one 
of them? Art they & Converts of 4rt thog yet in thy fins? 
bat is Sin? What is Converſion ? It may be, thox canſi tell 
e neither, Gnd y't « Convert thox (ayeft thox art, but ts 
phat px'poſe is it then libe to bt, for the Servant of God to 
Treat with thee about this matter? Let him Lid thee believe, , 
" Mhok art 4 Btlitu'r alrrady; Let him bid thee repent and 
177% to the Lord.that work thou ſan: i is net now to do What 
$c<x 7bere be ſaid to this man that's lib: to bring him to good? 
S$Fritnd. know thy {elf brttey, or thou peviſheſt without reme»- 
Bay. Thok mantſt pray, but what hope is there in thy praye 
rg? Thox wayſl read, but wiat bopt is there in thy reads 
$"e? Tet read on, this little bope there is, in this Bonk 
there 3s Eye-(alve that may heal thre of thy blindniſs. Int 
his Boob there is @ Giaſe, that will (hrw thee thy Faces 
Doſt thax know thine ewn Face when thou ſteſi tk Bthoid 
hy vtry Image in thoſe mw þs that art given of an Wncenvers 
td Perſon; Rend and corſider them, and then (4y, 3j tho 
Tt not the 14x. | 
it Be willing to know thy ſelf, and to kr: w the wort of thy 
aſe ? Wink not at the Light hide n8: thy {c!f from thine 
wn Soul, Wilt thou never khrow sby Diſeaſe rnll 48 be paſt 
Yemedy? | 


bene DES BAS 


Uncouverted Reader- 


An Epiitle-re 

Much of oxr hardeſt warh would be. over, If we conld * 
fee the finners tn whom we are ſent, to be Convinced fin- 
nerf. If we wonld but open the blind ets, there were bope 
we ſhoxld ſhortly yeiſe the deed. : 

Sinner, of &4 truth, thox art in evil caſe, Whither thes 
now it or n0t; thou art among the dead, and there is but 
« ſitp betwixt thee and Hell. Thox wilt not believe it though 
it be-18/d thee, yet once again ltt me beſeech thee, come to 
tht Glaſs that is here preſented to thre, and narrowly ob= 
.roay whether the wery marks of the dead be not found wpoxn | 
aver, | 
If there be miſcerriage in this firſt work, if thox wilt not 
anderſland thy miſery, and thy danger, there 3s an tnd of all 
bopts conctening thee. whilfi (elf ignorance abides npen 
theb, all the counſels, that art nectſſ:15 for & man in thy 
caſe, will dv thee n# good , thty art never like ts profper 
with thee, becanſe then wilt not count them proper for thee, 
Who will be prrſmaded to 40 that which he belitves is als 
ready done? who will teke the Connſel of the Phyſician that 
does not think bimſelf fick ? The man of God may fpave his 
pains of peiſmading thee to Converſion , whilſt thes 
art confident thex art Converted already, Who will be at 
the pains of repentance thet concludes he bath repented ? Who 
will bear the lebowr and the pangs «6f the new-birth, that is 
confident be is already paſſed from death to life 2 

But, Friend, let me « little reaſon with thee; thou art 
confident it is well with thee, yet why wilt thox not yield 
to thus mach at leaſt , to put it to the queſiion, Am I nor 
mifiaken ? Thox at worſe than med, if thou thinkeſt (ach 
&« quefiiox may not be put. Doit thou know that thy brart 
is falſe and deceitful , and yet becauſe it ſptaks good con- 
cirning thee, muſt it not be quefiiontd whepher zt ſpeak truth 
87 no? Be ſo wiſe as to conclude, I may be miſtaken 3 «xd 
thxs cole to the t1yal whether thox &rt _—_ 07 not. 

And if »pon iryal by the ma» hs that are eſore thee, tho 
come to be undectived. and ſee thy ſelf wrapped up in that Mis 


we 


be In the Motives that follow, and theſe will bely down 
+ Means, Conſider both the one and the other, and if thex 
# not find the Means proper, and the Metives weighty, 4 
ink'1 ſoul Fo thre no #rong if 1 tell theegthon art (Bill of & 
$/ixd mind, axd an harder brart. & 
The matttr which this little Book comes to Treat with: 
bee abort, is of higheſt importance ; "Tis & matter of liſt or + 
ath, If the ſayeſſ the terms upon which Life is offered, 
t hard; conſider, is it not baraer ts dit? Ht is worthy 
Jo dic who will loſe bis ſoxl to ſave his labour. If the conld 4 
Wep down into the deep, and take 4 inn or two With theſe 
amned Soxls who are drenched with fire and brimflene, and 
ound in evtrlaſiing chains of Vengeance, and ſhould asþ 
hem, Now what do Jou think of the Tr ms wpon which Life 
as offered? Now what. think you of thet Repentance, of 
Yhet Obedience, of that circumſprfiion , ſelj. drnaal, and the 
greatef ſeverity, which by the Gofpel were impoſed upon you? 
Tj you might ance again bave the ſame Terms granttd you for 
0x7 Redemption From this place of Torment, would you yet 
ay, bard Terms" Let me rather die this death for ever, then 
ive ſuch « life | Let me boil in this furnace , rather thax 
ſcape with ſuch di ffi-ulty ! Should? thay a5h them thus that 
ave felt what "(35 to be damned , what anſwer deft then 
Fink they would make? Ofriend, ntut! again gioan ons 
der the difficul:ies of Convcrfion, till thou believe them 
Fo be worſe thex Hell. But 1 will not farther anticipat my 
por thy Author, 
* Nor ts there much need I ſhould commend tithes! bimſelf or 
bis wwrkhs; for the Author himſelf thex mayeſt at « ſmail 
herge get acquaintence with bim in thet Hiſtory of his Life 
ad Death, which is extant; concerning which 1 (ball only 
4 


_ 


Sic mſhl contingar vivere ficque mori. 
And for this worh of his, what commendation I ſhall give 
f it is, would be needed no longer then till thox baſt read 
"Pt over, Thox wilt find ſuch wine in it as needs no Baſh, 
bis only I ſhall ſay, as far 45s my cridit will go, it is tx-+ 
eedingly well worth thy moi (erioxs prroſal z O mayeh thes 
ear that voice, ( ſuch & voice from Haven there is, whether 
box hear it or 10) Tolle & lege, Take up and read. Read 
Friend, and read over 1gtins Rich and anderſtend, ans 
w ___dnifland 
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© An Epiſile ro.the, &; 


who by the pex of bis Servant calls to thre fyom Araven, Why 


Aion and exhortetion to open thy blind ryes, toturn thee from 
denkieſs to light, from the power of Setan wntd God, that 


- mong then that are ſanflified, Kr cum talls fucrls memen- 
to mel. hen itis thus with thee, then prey for 
"- 


# The Friend and Servant 


of-thy Scul, 


: " Richard Alleine; 


| deiſtand ind pray, prey and -confider, and conſent ants bis, A i 


wilt thon die ? rurn and} live. O ſ»ffer this Word of inſtix- * 


them mayeſt receive ſorgiventſs of "fins, and an inheritance & 
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| &SSESSABEAASAS. 
{ An Earneſt Invitation to Sinners to T, ures 
| to God , inorder 10 their Eternal Salvation 


I 0 T1 wa 


Eurly beloved , and longed for, I gladly ac* 
knowledge my ſelf a debror toyou all, and * 
am concerned, as I would be found a good 
Steward to the Houfhold of God, to glve to 
every one his portion. But the phyfician is 

moſt ſolic {rus for thoſe patients, whoſe caſe is moſt dou. 

b:full and hazardous 3 and the Fathers bowels are eſpicks * 

ally turned cowards his dying Child, The numbers of 

| 


the unconverted ſouls among youz call for my moſt earnefi 
compaſions, and haſty diligence, {ro pluck them out of 
the burning Jade, 23. and therefore to theſe firſt I (hall 
apply my (:it in theſe lines. by 
/ But whence ſhall I ferch my /arguments, or how ſhal 
I c:uie my words ? Lord wherewith ſhall I woe chem 2? 
 wherewlch ſhall I win them ? Oh, thatT could but reif 
| I wculd write unto them in tears, 1 would weep out {every 
| Argument, I wonld empty my veins for Ink, I wonld pe-+ 
| tltion thera on my knees, verlly ( were Table } I:would. 
| O!, how thankfull I would be, 1f chey would be pres. 
\vailzd with to repent and rurn? + s 
How Jong have I'travalled In birth with you ? How fre» 
quently have I made ſult to you? How often would 1 
"|| hive gathered yOu ? How inftanr kkave I been with you ? 
This is that I have prayed for, and fiudied for, for many 
jears, that I might bring yeuto God 3 Oh, thar I might 
bur do it! Will you yer be iaireated ? Oh, what a happy 
man might you make me, if ye would bu: hearken ro meg 
and ſuffer me to carry you over to Jeſus Chriti ! 


| bitn many 4 1:& woeing for ther; but the fDamſel world not 


make 
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make the btart to feel that is hard &s &« lone; hard os 6 
peice of the neither Mileſtone! Shall I goand lay my month: 
fo the grave, and look when the dead will obty mt. and 
come forth ? Shall 1 make ax Oration to the Rocks, of de.'s 
claim to the Muxntains , and think to move them with ay. 
gaments? Shall 1 give the blind to ſte? From the brginning 
of the norld was it not btard that & man oprntd the res of 
the blind ; But thox, O Lord, canſt pierce the ſcales and prick 
the heart of the Sinnev, 1 can but (hoot at Yours, and 
araw the bow at 4 wen'xre. and do thex dirtft the arrow bt 
tween the joynts of the barneſs , and kill the fin, and ſav: 
the ſoul of « ſiantre that caſts bis i918 into theſe laboxrs, 
But | muſt apply my ſelfro you, to whom I am ſent, 
yet 1am ara great loſs, Wculd to God I knew how to go 
to work with you ! would I ſtick at the palns ? God know, 
eth you your (elvesare my whtneſſcs , how I have follow. 
ed you fo privare, as well 25 tn publick, and have brought 
the Goſpel ro your doars, teſt:fying ro you the meceſl:y 
of the new birth, and perſwadiog you to look In time after 
2 ſound and thorough ch:nge. Beloved, I have not a. 
ed a parramong you, to ſcrve my own 2zdvantage 2 Your 
Goſpel is not yea, and nay, Hive ye cot heard the (are 
truths, from the Pulpir, by publick lab>urs, by private 
letters, and by perſonal infirutions? Brethren, 1 2m of 
the ſame mind 2s crer, that holinefs is the beft cholce, that 
that there iz no entring into hezven but by the fircighr 
paſlages of the ;ſecord bitth, thar withour Holineſs you 
ſhall never {ce God, , Hb. 22, 14+ Ah, my beloved 
refreſh my bowels in che Lord, if there be any conſolation i 
Chrift, any comfort of love, any fellowſhip ef the Spirit, an 
howels and mercies, fu'fi! you my joy Now give your (el 
yesto ſeek him. Now ſet ep the Lord Jeſus jo your hear 
and ſethimup in your houſcs: Now come in and b\'s the 
Son, Pſal, 2+ 12. and embrace the tenders of racrcy 
Touch his Sceprer and live z why will youdie ? I beg no 
for myſelf ; but falo1 would have you heppy $ This | 
the prize 1 run for, andrhe white I aim ar. My foul 
defire and prayer for you is, that you may be (aycd, Kmy þ 
IO, I s 
The famous Lycx7gxs , heving joft ituted moſt flridt ant 
wholeſome Laws for hls peoplcy told them he was ecel! 
i tate 


Miſftabes about Converfpok. 3 
tied ro go 8 Journey ſrom them, ' and got them to b 
theraſelyes in an Oath, that his Laws ſhould be obſerved 
FS ;i1 his return. This done he went foto a voluntary biz 
ae- | niſhment- and never reſurned more, that they might, by | 
a'- ;criveof their Oath, be engaged to the perpe'ual obſer= 
ue ring of his Laws. Me thipks 1 ſhould be glad of the hard 
5 of Y conditions which he endured ) though I love you tenders 
bk ly)ſo 1 might bur hereby cxgage you throvghly to theLord 
end Jcius Chriſt, 

bee Dearly bdaloved, would you rejoyce the heart of your 

ſav ® Miniſter ? Why then, embrace the Counſels of the Lord 

by me : forgo your ſins: ſet to prayer: up with the worſhip 

Nt of God in your families; keep at a diſtance from the 

0 BOW corrprions of the !imes, Whar greater joy to a Minifter, 

than ro hear of ſouls born unto {Chriſt by him, and thar 
oW-W hi. Children walk in the Trath? 2 Jobx. 4» 


ught Brethren, Ibeſeech you (uffer friendly plaineſs and 
YE freedom with you in your deepeft concernments. I am not 
afccr playtag rhe Orator, to make a learned ſpeech to you, 
a WY cor dreffing my diſh with /elcquence wherewlth to plcaſe 
YOU you, Thelc Hines are upon a weighty errand indeed, vige 
any i» convince and convert, and to ſave you, Iam not baltivg 
Weg my hook with Rhz:orick. por fiſhing for your applauſe, 
9 bat for your ſouls, My work 1s not to pleaſe you, bur to 
ob lzye you 3 nor {3 ir Ty buſinels with your fancies. but your 
"OY licar's, If 1 have nor your hearts, I have nothing, If - 


YOUR were to plcaſe your cars, I could ,fing another ſong, If E 
weie to preach my ſelf, I would (iter another courſe; RE 
could then tell you a {mnonther tale ; | would make you 
plll-wx, and ſpeak 5ou peace, for how can Ahab love this + 
Miczyah that aiwaycs propheſies evil concerning him? x 
Kin. 22. 8, But how much brtrer are the wounds of &# 
Friend, than the fafr ſpreches of the Hirlor, who flute- 
reth with her lips, till the Darr {ir|ke through the liver, 
avd hunterh for the p;eciovs life ? Prov. 9. 21. 22. 23 
and Prov. 6. 26, If [ were to quiet a crying infant, EK 
might fing him ro a pleafant mood, and rock him aſlcep. 
Ba! when the Child is fall:o inro the Fire, the parene 
tiket another cone; he will ro? go to lll him with a 
fong 67 irifle | know if we ſpeed not with you, you are 
lolt, 1f vc cxnnot ger your corſent to arile ard come #» 
ae VF Way _. 


v 


s Miſtakts about Conver fon. 
way, you periſh for eyver- No Converſion, and no $a; 
X - — | muſt get your good will, or leave you miſe« 
rave, | | 
Bur here the difficulty of my work again recurs upon } 
me. Lord chooſe my ſtones out of the Rock, 1 Sam, 19. 40, 
45+ Icome in the name of the Lord of Hoffs, the God of the Ar- 


mites of liracl, I come forth like the ſiripling Goliah, to 
wreſtle, not with fleſh and blood, but with Principalities and 
Powers, and the Rulers of the darkniſs of this world, Eph, 
6. 12, This day let the Loyd ſmite the Philiſtine, aud ſpoil 
the Rrong man of his Armoxr, and give me to futch off the 
captives out of bis hand. Lord chooſt my words, chooſe my 
Weapons for me, and when I put my band into th! beg, and 
. Take thence a flone, and fling it. do thox Carry it to the mark 
and make it fink, not into the forehead, 1 Sam- 19. 49. 
but the heart of the unconverted ſinner, and ſmite him to tht 
round, with Saul 3% his ſo happy fall, Aﬀts. 9g. 4. Thus 
et ſent we, 45 Abraham 4d Eliezer , to tak? & wiſe un» 
ro mn) mafter thy Son, Gen. 24 4. But my diſcoxragea ſon! 
is ready to fear the women will! nat be willing to follow me. 
O Lord God of my Maſter, 1priy thee ſend me good ſpeed this 
day, #nd ſhtw kindueſs to my Maſter , and (end thine Angel 
before me, and proſper my wey, thet 1 may take « wife unto thy 
ſox, Gen. 2.4. 12. That as the ſervent reſied nat till be had 
broxgbt Iſaac ard Rebtkah together, ſo 1 may be ſucceſsful to 
bring Chriſt and thc jonls of my people together, brjare we 
at. 
: But I tarn me unto you. Some of you do not know 
what 1 m£an by converſion, and in yain ſhall I perſwade 
you to that which you do nor underſtand, and therefore 
for your (ſakes, I ſhall hew what this converſion ts. Others 
do cheriſh ſecret hopes of mercy, though they contluue, us 
they be; and for them I muſt ſhew the neceſſity of Con- 
ver/jon, Others are like to harden themſelves witha vaiu 
concelt, thar they are converted already, unto them [ 
muſt fſhew the marks of the »nconverted. Orhers becauic 
they feel no hartwe, fear none, and ſo fIcep upon the top 
of che maſt; to them I ſhall ſhew the wiſer) of the pitonvere 


ted. Others fir till, becauſe they ſee nor their way out 5 
to them I hall ſhew the means of converſion. And: finally 
for eh« quickening ofall, 1 ſhall cjoſe with the morives of 
Converſton Chag 
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Miſtakes thout Converſiens 


Chap. 1. Shewing, the Negative what Converſion 3s wat ; 


| and correffing ſome miſtakes about it. 


Fob. 4+ 22+ Ler the Heathen Arheniens ſuperſcribe 
their Altar unto the unknowen God, Aﬀs. 17: 23. Let 
the guilefull Papiis commend the mother of defirution, 2 
Hof, 4- 6, for the mother of deyotionz they that know” 2? 
mrs confilturion. and the nature of the reaſonable fork 
operation cannot bur know thar the underſtanding hays 
jog the Empire In the ſou], he that will go rationally tor. 
work, muſt labour to let in the light here, Tgnorentis Hoſp * 
eft conſtuſus. And therefore that you may not rwiftake me, * 
I ſhall ſhew you whart 1 mean by the converſion I perſyade” * 
you to endeavour after. oy 

I: is ſtoried, that when Jupiter let down the golden 
Chaplcts from Heaven, all of them bur one were flolehg 
Whereupon ( left the y ſhould" loſe a relique ef fo great ee 
fleem ) they made five others (© like It,' that if any were: 
ſo wickedly minded, asto fleal that alſo he fhould nor 
be able to diſcern which was ic. "Add ir ly my [beloved 
the Devil hath made many counterfeirs of this Converſion 4 - 
and cheats one with this, and another with that; and fuck 
a craft and artifice he {hath, lon this 'miſtery of deceltss 
( that if ic were poſſible ) he would decelve the very E- 
le&, Now that 1 may cure the damnable miſtakes of ſome 
who think they are converted when they arc nor, as well 
az remove the troubles, and fears of others, that think they 
are not converted when they arc; I ſhall ſhew you the 
pature of converfion , both negatlvely,or what It 1s'nor, and 
poſitively what It is. 

We wlll begin with the Negative, 

I, It is not the taking 01 us theÞrofrfion of Chrifiiauity: 
Doubtleſs Chrifiiavity is more_thap a came. If we will 
hear Pax{lr lies not In word, bution power, 1 Corl 4. 20. if 
to ceaſe to be Jews and pagans, and to put en the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, bad been trac Converſion, { as this Is all 
that ſome would have te be noderfiood by Ir ) who bet» 


ET the blind Sewerat4ins worſhip they know not- whia! ; 


ter Chriſtians than they they 'of Serdis and Leodicta? 


Theſe were all Chriſtians by profeſſion, and had a 
: B 3 x name - 
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v Mifluke about Gonnir fron; 
name (© live, bar becuuſe they had bur a name, ate con- 
fdemned by Chrifi, and threarned to be (pewed our, Rev, ff 
3+ I 16, Arethere ept many thac nzme the name of the 

Lord Jeſus that yet depart not from inlquity ? 2 Tim.2.19, Y 
and profeſs they know God, bur in works deny him ? 
Wis. I. 16. And will God reecive theſe for true Convert, 
hecanſe turned to the Chriftian Religion 2 What! 
converts from fin, when yet they do live in F2? ,"Tis a 


- wiſible contradiQon. Surely if the lamp of profeffion would 


Hare ſerved the turn, the fooliſh Virgins had never been 
Hut out, Matth: 25. 3. 12, We find not only profeffors, 
but preachers of Chritt, and wonder- workers tarned off, 
Sccauſc cvll workers, Matth. 7. 22 23, 

Q« It zs nortbe being waſhed in [the lavtr of Regtuty ation, 
or putticg on the badge of Chrift, in Baptifim. Many 


'F  rakethe prefi=money, and wear the livery of Chriſt, that 


yet never ſtand te their colours, nor follow thelr leader, 
Anevias and Sepbire ſand Migss, were baptized, as well 
ws the reft. How fondly do many miſtake here, decely- 
Tng, and being deceived, dreaming that effeQual grace is 
neceſſarily ried to the external adminiftration. of Baptifim 
( which, what is jt, but to revive the pepifh Tenent of 
xhe Sacraments werking graces ex opere operates ? ) and fo 
evcry Infant fhall be regencrated, not only ({ Sacraments 
$1rnns ) [acramently , but really and properly. Hence men 
do fancy, that being regenerated already, when baptized 
they need no farther work. 4 . 

Bur if this were (o, then all that were baptized ( In 
their infancy.) mnſt neceſſarily be fared-3]beczuſe the pro- 
miſc of pardon and ſalyation is made to converfion and re- 
generailon, 

Afts. 3. 19. 1 Pets 3. 4* Matth, 19. '28. Our calling 
ſanRification ( as to the the beginnings of ic ) or conver- 
fion ( which are but the ſame thing, ander different 
conceptions and expreſions ) is but a middle link in the 
goldca chalo, fafined ro cleRion at the -one end, and glo- 
rification at the other, Kew. 8. Zo. 2 The), 2, 13. 1 Pt 
JF- 2. The filver cord may not be broken, oor 
the conncxlon between {anRification and faire 
tion , between grace and glory, implouily violaced, 


Haith. 5. 8. It we were indeed begotten again, ft Is C 
i 


Miſtukts aboxt Converſion. 5 
an inheritance incorcuptible, reſerved in heaven for us, 
20d the divine power is engaged to keep us for ir, x Per. 
1.6, And if the very regenerate may periſh ar laſt in'rheir 


T fins, we will no more ſay, that he that [4 born of Godyhls 
-ſced remalineth in him, and that he cannot ſto, 1. Jobs 3 


9, 3+ e, unto death, nor that it Is impoſlſivle ro deceive the 
very Ele, Metth. 24. 24+ 

And indecd, were this true, then we need look no fare 
ther coſce our hames written in heaven, than only ro ſearch 
the Regiſter, and (ee whether we were baptized ; Then [ 
would keep the Certificate of my Biptifm as my faireſt e» 
yidence for heaven, and ſhould come by affurance of my 
gracious flate,with a wet finger: Then men ſhould do well 
to carry but a Cerilficare of their Baptiſm, under the Re» 
gifter's hand, when they dled, ( as the Philoſopher would 
be buried with the Biſhop's Bond In his hand, which he 
had given him, for receiving his alms in another world 3 ) 
and upon fight of this, there were no doubt of rhelt ad» 
miſſion lato heaven. 

In ſhort; if there be no more neceſſary to converfion 
or regeneration, thaa to be turned to the Chriſtian Relis- 
gion, or to be bapilzed 1n infancy, rhls wlll tly dire&ly io 
the face of that Scripture, Meth. 9. 14. as well as multt- 
tudes of others, For firſt, We will then no more ſay, 
fireit is the gate, and nerrow 3s the way; for lf all thatare 
bzprized, and of true Religion, are (aved, the door is be» 
come heavenly wide, and we will tenceforth fay, Widels 
the gate, and broad is the way that Icadath unto life : for 
if rhſs be trace, whole Pariſhes, yea whole Countriets and 
whole Kingdoms may go ina breaft, and we wilt no more 
reach, then the righteous is ſcarcely ſaved, or that there is / 
need of ſuch a filr in raking the Kloglom of Hearen by vis - 
olcace, and firivipg to enter in. Surely if the way be ſo. 
caſie as many make ir, rhat there is l!ttle more neceſſary, 
than to be regenerated in our baptiſm, and cry God mercy, 
and be abſolved by the Minifter at our end; "tis more ado 
than needs ro put our ſelves to ſuch running, and ſeeking, 
and knocking, and fighting, and wrefiling, 2s the ward 
requires as neceſſary to Salvation, Secondly, if this be 
true, - we will no more ſay, Few there be that find i! 5 yea 
we vill rather ſay, Few there bt that miſs it : we will no 
more- 


/ 
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more ſay, that of rhe many that are called, but few ave chox 

_ few, Mit, 22. 14. and that even of the profeffing 1/raz!, 

” Gut « 10mRaxt foull be ſaved, Rem. 11. 5. If this DoQrine 
be true, we wlll not ſay any more with rhe Diſciples, whe 
oben ſball be ſaved ? bur rather who then ſhall not be (aved? 

. Then if a men be called a brother, ( that ir a Chriſtian ) 
and be baptized, though he be a fornlcator, ora rajler, or 
£ovetous, or a drunkard, yer he ſhall inherit the Kingdom 
of God, 1Cor. 5.11, 1 Cor. 6.9; 10, 

_ But the Arminies will reply, ſuch 2s theſe, rhongh they 
fid reccive regenerating grace in Baptiſm, arc fince fallen 
us end mnft be renewed again, or elle they cannot be 

ved. 

I anſwer,!, That there is an infallble connexlon berween 
regeneration and falvatlon, as we have already fhewed, 
and I Itch to be farther evidencing, bur that "cis. againſt 
deſigned brevity. 2, Then men meft be born again, which 
earries a great deal of abſurdity in irs very face. And why 

'— ay not men be twice born in natnre, as well as in grace ? 
.Why nor as great an abſurdity to be twice regenerated as 
to be twice generated ? But 3. and above all. This grants 
however the the thing I contend for, that what ever men 
do, or pretend to receiyc in bapriſm,If they be found afte- 
wards te be. grofly Ignoranr, or profane, or formal, without 
the pawer of godlineſs, they muſt be'born again,or clſc be if 
Fur cutcf the Kingdom of God, $o then they muſt have 
_ to plcad for themſelyes, than their baptifmal regene- 
ration, : 

Well, in this you ſee all are agreed, that be it more or 
Jeſs that Is receved In baptiſm,if (when men come to years) 
they are evidently unſenified, they muft be renewed a- 
geln by a through and powerful change, or elſe they can- 
Bot efcape the damnation of Hell, Friends and Brethreo, 
"be not deceived, God is not mocked; Gal. 6. 7. Whether 
It be your baprifm, or whatever elſe that you -prerend, I 
tell yon from the livingGod, that If any of you be a prayer 
le(s perion, Fob. 15. 14. or unclean, or mailciouz, or cove- 
tous. or riotous, or a ſcoffer, or a lover of evil company, 
Prov. 23. 20, Ina word, if you are not holys ftri& and 
ſelf-denyiog Chriſtians, Heh. 12. 14. Mat. 16, 24+ you 


cannot be (layed, except you be tramformed*by' a 
further 


. 
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forther work upon you, and renewed again by repen- 


tance. x 
Thus { have ſhewed, that it is not enough to evidence 8 


| man to be regenerate,that he hath been baprized,cffeual 


grace not neceſſarily accompanying baptiſm, as ſome have : 
vainly aſſerted, Bur I muſt anſwer one ObjeQlon before * 
I] paſs. | 

Obje. The Sacraments do certainly attain thelr ends, 
where man doth nor poxere obicem, or lay ſome obſtruition, 
which infants do nor. 

Sol. 1 anſwer, ir is not the end of Baptiſm'to regene- 
rate. I, Becauſe then there would be no reaſon, why ir 
ſhould be cor fined only to the ſeed of Belivers, for both the 
Lew of God & the nature of Charity,requires us to uſe the 
mcans of converſion for all,as far as we can have opportunlis 
ty, Were this true, no ſuch charity as to catch the chiſ= 
dren of Tarks and Heathens, and baptize them, and dif- 
patch rhem ro heaven out of haud, like the bloody wretches- 
that made the poor Proteftants ( to ſave their lives } to- 
ſwear they would come ro Maſs,and that they would oever 


depart from it, and then put them forthwith ro death,. * 


ſaying, Thty would hang them while in « good mind. 2: 
Becauſe ir preſuppoſeth regeneration, and therefore cannor 


be intended ro confer it. In all the expreſs Inftances in. 
-$cripture, we find that baptiſm doth ſuppoſe their repens 


ting, belleving, receiving the Holy Ghoſt, 4: 8. 39.48. 
2. 38. and 10. 475. Merk16+ 16, And to imagine, that ba- 
priſm was inſtitured for an end of which rot one of the: 
firft (ubje&s was capable ( for they were all adu)e perſons, 
and ſappoſed to have faith and repentance according as 
they profeficd, and their children were not baptized till 
after them, in their right ) were no little abſurdity, Were 
this dorine true, baptiſm would make diſciples ; but we: 
find {t doth beſpeak them ſach before-hand, Matth; 28.19. 
3, Becauſe Bapriſm, being but a ſeal of the Covenant,cannot 
cotivey the benefits, but according to the tenour of the: 
Covenant, to which it is ſet; 

Now the Covenant is conditional,thereſore the Seal con” 
veysconditfonally. The Covenant requizes falth and re« 
pentance as the condition of rhe grand benefirs; pardon, . 
and life, A#5 16, 34, and 3. is. And what the Covenans' 

| » Bs 


doth 
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” doth not convey,but npon theſe conditjoris,the Seal cannor, 


So that Baptiſm doth preſuppoſc faith and repentance in 
zke (ubje&, without which, ir ncither doth, norcan con 
vey the (aving bencfics ; otherwiſe the Seal hovld convey 
7 to the tenour of the Covenan: to which ir ts affix: 
cd. 
3+ 1t lies not in&« moral righteouſneſs, This excceds no 
the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Pharifecs, avd theres 
--fore cannot bring us to the Kingdom of God, Math. 5: 20, 
Pax/, whfle unconvrerted, touching the righteouſneſs which 
is is the Law :blameleſs, Philip. 3. 6, None could (ay, 
Black is thine eye. The Self=juſticlary could ſay, 1 a 20 
Extortioncr, Adxlterer, Wnjuſt &c. Lab:13. 11. Thou muſt 
have ſomething more than all this ro ſhe, or eiſe (however 
thou wayeſt juſtifie thy felf ) God will condemn thee. 1 con- 
demn not morelity, bur warn you not to refit here : Piety 
facludes morality, as Chriſtianity doth humanity, and 
grace reaſon? bat we maſt not divide the tables. 
4+ It con/ift not in an external conformity tothe ralts of pit- 
zZ5. *Tis too mainifett, men may have a form of godlineh 
without the power, 2 Tim. 3. 5. Men may pray long, Matth, 
23.14. and faft often, Lake 18. 12, and hear gladly, Mark 5, 
20. and be very forward in the ſervice of God, though 
coſtly and expenſive, 1/e. 1, 11; and yet be firangers to con- 
yerfion, They muſt have more to plead for themſelves, 
\than that they keep their Church, avd give alms,and make 
- "uſe of prayer to prove themſelves, ſound Converts. No 
outward ſervice, but an hypocrice rtaay do it;evento the 
giving all his goods ro the poor, avd his members to the 
fire, 1 Cor. 13: 3» 
s, It lies not in the chaining up of corruption, by edxcati- 
#3, bumanelaws, or the ſorce of incambent affiifion." Tis roo 
common cafic to miſizke education for grace; bur if this 
were enough, who a better man than Zthozſh? While Zehs- 
$4d4h his uncle lived, he was very forward in Goe's (er- 
wice. and calls v8pon him to repair the houſe of the Lord, 
2 Kings 12. 2.9, Burt here was nothing more than good 
education all this whilezfor when his good tator was rake 
cut of the way, he appears ro have been but a wolf chainec 
up, and fails on to Tdolatry. s 
6. In ort; it confifis pot in illumination, or convtation 


Miſtakes about Converſion. - 
in 4 ſuptrficial change, - or partial reformation. An Apoſtate ; 
may be a man enlightned, Heb. 6. 4. and a Felix tremble” 
under convittions, As 24. 25, and a Htred amend many : 
thiog:, 4247. 6. 20, *Tis one thing to have ſin alarm'd on» 
ly by convictions, and another to have It caprivatcd and 
crucified by converting grace, Many, becauſe they have beets 
troubled ia conſcicnce for their fins, think well of thelr 
ciſe 3 miſerably miſtaking convition for converſion. With 
theſe C433 might have paſſed for a Convert, who ran up 
and down the world, like a man difirated ender the rage” 
of a gully conſcience,itll with bulldiog and buſineſs he had 
wore It away, Gen. 4,13, 14. Others think, that becauſe 
they have given off cheir riotous courſes, and are broken 
off-from evil company,or ſome particular luſt,and rednced 
to ſobriety and civflity, they are now no other than real 
Converts; forgetting that there is a vaſt differenc berween 
being ſanRified, and civilized; and that many ſeek to- 
eater Intothe Kingdom of Heaven, Labe 13. 24. and are 
not far from it, Me 12.34. and arrive tothe 4/»0f of 
Chriſtianlcy, As 26. 28, and yer fall ſhort at laſt, While 
Conſcience holds the whip over them, many will pray,hear,-. 
read, and forbear their delightful! fins; but no ſooner is 
this Lion aflcep, bur they are at their yomir again. Who 
more religious than the Jews, When God's hand was upon: 
them? Pſal, 58 24, 35. But no ſooner was the afflilon 
over, but they forgot God, and ſhewed their Rellglon to 
be a fire, Yer. 35, 37- Thou mayeft have diſgorged” a 
troubleſome fin, thar will nor fic inthy fiomach,and have 
eſcaped theſe groſs poljurions of the world, and yer not 
have changed thy (winiſh nature all the while, 2 Pet. 2. 203 
22+ 

You may caſt the lead out of the rude ma,into the more” 
comely proportion of a plant, and then into the ſhape of a 
beaft, and thence into the form and fearures of man; but: 
all che while It is bur lead fHI.So a man may paſs through 
divers trav{mutations, from ignorance to knowledge, from: 
profaneſs to civility, thence to a form of Religion 3 and all 
this will he 1s but carnal and unregenerate, while bls nature: 


remains unchanged, 
; aniicatins. 
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Application. Htar then, O finners, bear as yox Whnld 
live; fo come and bear ; Iſa. 55, 3- Why would you {6 
Wilfully deceive your ſelves, or build - your hop:s up 

the ſand ? I know he ſhall find hard work of it, that po 
to pluck away your hopes. - It cannor bur be ungratefoll 
to you, and truely ft |s not pleafiogro me, I ſet abour it 
as a Furgeon, when to cut off a patrified member from hiz 
well beloved friend 3 which of force he muſt do, bur with 
an akiog heart, a pitiful] eye, a tremblirg{ hand, But un- 


Merſtand me, Brethreo, I am only taking down che ruinous 


houſe, which will otherwiſe ſpeedily fall of_ir ſelf, and bury 
yeu in the rubbiſh, ) that I may build falr, & (trong 2nd 
firm; for ever. The hope of the Wicked ſhall periſh, it 
God beEtruec of his word, Prov+ It. 7. and wert not thou 
betrer, ©: finer; to ler the word now convince thee now 
In time, and ler go thy fiiſe and (elf deluding hopes, than 
tohave death roo late ro oper thine eyes, and find thy 
ſelf-in hell, before thou arr aware? I ſhould be 2 falſe and 
faithleſs Shepherd, if ! fhauld not tell you, that you who 
kaye bullr yoor hopes up>5n no berter gronods, than theſe 
fore. mentioned, are yet ir; your firz. Let your conſcience 
ſpeak; Whar is it that you have to plead for .your (elves? 
Is lr that you wear Chrifi's livery? that you bear his 
Name? that you are of the vifible Church ? that you have 
knowledge in the poinrs of Religion ? are civilized, per- 
form religious durles, are ju't in ,your deallags, have becn 
troubled in conſcience for your fins; I tell you from the 


| Lord, theſe Þleas will never be 2ccepted ar God's Bar; 


All thts, though good In if felf, will not prove you cora 
verted, and ſo wiHtl not ſuffice to your ſalvation. Oh Jock 
about you, and beihink your {elves of turning ſpeedily and 


| foundly, Ser to praying, -and to reading, and fRiudying 
" Your own hearts z refit nor, t1}{ God hath-made thorough 


work with you ;* for yow-muſt- be other-men, or elſe you 


ate loſt meg. : 
* Bur if theſe be ſhort of Converſion, what: ſhall Hfay of 


- the profatte fintier 3 ' Iv way de, he 'wil] ſoarce caft his 
' Eyes, or tend his Ears to this diſcenrſe; © But if there be 


fweb reading, or within hearing, he muſt know from the 
Lord char wade him, tha: he iz far from the Kingdom of 
God, Maya man be civilized, and not a 
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where then ſhall the Drankerd and Glutron appear ? May 

2 man keep companion with the wiſe Virgins and yer be 
ſhut cut? Shall nota company of fools much more be © 
defiroyed ? Prov. 13. 20. Maya man be true and juſt 
In his dealing, and yet not be juſtified of God ? Whar 
then will become of thee, O wretched man, 
ſclence*tells thee thou art falſe In thy trade, and falſe of 
thy word, and makeſt thy advantage by a lying tongue ? 
If men may be enlightned, 8 brought to the performance 
- of holy duties and yer go down to perdtition, for refting 
fn them, and ſiting down on this fide of converſion 
. what will become of you, O miſerable families ther live as 
without God in the world ? and of you, O- wretched fin- 
ers with whom God is ſcarce in all your thoughts : that 
are ſoſgnorant, that you cannot, or ſo careleſs, that you 
will ner pray ? Orep:nt and be converted ; break off your 
fins by rightcouſneſs 3 away to Chrift for [pardoning and 
renewing grace: give up your ſelves to him, to walk with 
him in holineſs, or elſe you ſhall never ſee God. Oh that 
you won'd rake the warnings of God! Inhls name Tſonce 
more adt.onifh you, Turn you at my reproof, Prov. 1. 
23. Ferſake the foullſh, and Ive, Prov. 9: 6, Be ſober. 

righteous, godly, Tit. 2. 12: Waſh your hands, you fin» 
ners, purifie your hearts, ye double minded, 7am, 4. 8. 
Ceaſe to do evillcain ro do well, Iſ&. 1. 16, 17, But if 
you will on, you muſt dic, Exh, 38. 11» 


Chap. I 1, Shtwing poſetiviiy what Convirfin Fs. 


May not leave you with your eyes half open, as he 
that ſaw men as erces walklog Mark, 8, 24, The 
word [s proficable for DoQrine, as well as reproof ; 2 Tim 
3, 16, And therefore having thus ſar condaRed you by the 


:{helves &Jracks of ſo many dangerous miſtakes, I would guide 


you at length Inco the Harbour of truth, 

Converfon then ( In ſhare ) lies, in the thorow change 
both of the heart, and life, Likall briefly deſcribe ic in icy 
Raruce and cauies he 

I. 


whoſe con. © 


1 The Neture of Converſion. 

t+ The Aathor, it is the ſpirit of God; and therefore [t 

is called the ſanRification of the iplric; 2 Theſ 2718. and | 

the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Ti: 3; $. Yer nor ex- 

cluding the other Perſons io the Trinity; For the Apoſtle 
reacheth us to bleſs the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrifi, 
for chat he hath begorcen us agiin; x Per x 3. and Chriſt 
is (aid to give repentance ro Iſrae/ ; AﬀRs 9. 31. and is cal. 
led the everlaſting Farther, 14.9, 6. and we his (ced,and 
che Children which 62d hath given him Heb. 2.13. Iſei 53, 

' $0. O bleſſ:d Birth! Seven Cities contended for the 
blcch of Hemer: Bar the whole Trinicy fathers the new 
Creature. Yet is this work principally aſcribed ro the 
Holy Ghoft, and ſo we are ſaid to be born of the Spirit, 

ebn3.8. 
7 $0.then ir is a work above man's pawer. We are born; 
not of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, bur cf 
God, Jehn 1. 13 Never think chou canſt conver thy (elf; 
If ever thou wouldfi be ſavingly converied, then muſt de+y 
ſpair of doing It in thive own fircopgth, Jer. 13.18. It is a 
reſurreQlon trcom the dead, Rev. 20+ 5. Fpb. 2.1. a new 
creation, Gal. 6.15. Eph. 2: 10; a work of abſolute omni- 
potency, Eph' 1; 19, Arc theſe out of the reach of humane 
power ? Itthou haſt no more than thou hadſt by thy firft 
birth, a good nature, a meek and chaſt remper, ec. thou 
arta very firanger totrue Converſion : This 1sa (opernas 
tural work. 

2: The moving Cauſe is Internal, or Exttrnel, 

The Internal mover is only free grace. Not by works of 
rIghreonſneſs which we have done; tut of his own mercy 
he ſaved us — by the renewlog of the Holy 
Ghofti, Tit: 3: 5. Of his own will begat he us, 7am 1 
We are choſen and called nfto (anRificarion, nor for | 
Eph 1: 47 

God finds nothing in a man to turp hls hearr, bur t: 
turn bis ſtomach 3 enough to provoke his loathivg,nothiny 
to provoke his love. Look back upon thy ſelf, O Chriſt 
at; Take up thy verminous rags : Look upon thy ſelf it 
thy blood, Exch: 16: 6, Oh! refle& upon thy (winiſhr 
ture, thy filchy (will, thy once bejoved mire, 2 Pets 2 
Canft rhou chink, wichour loathing of thy crough a 


dravgh? Open thy Scpulchrez Metthz 333 374 an 
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The Netare of Conveyor. 1s 
firuck almoſt dead with the heliifh damp ? Behold thy 
utcid ſoul, thy loathiome members. O ftench unſuffer» 


*M able, if rhou doft bur Tenſe thy own purrifaction ! Pſeimig 


3. Bchold thy ghaltly yiſage, thy crawllogluſts, thy lime 
and corruptioaz Do nor chins own cloathy abhar chee? 
Fob 9: 31, How then ſhould holineſs and purity love thee ? 
Be aftoniſhed, O hexvens at this; be moved O earth, 
Fer: 2:12. Who but muſt needs cry, Grace! Grace ! 
Ztch: 4; 9. Hear and bluſh, you children of the moſt high : 
O you unthankful Generation ! that free Grace 13 no moce 
in your mouihs, in your thoughts; no more adored, ad- 
mired, commended by ſuci.as you, One would think 
you ſhould be nothing but praiſing and admirivg God, 
whatever you are, How can you make a fhift to forger 
ſuch grace,or to paſs jt over with a flight avd ſeldom mens» 
tlon ? What but free Grace ſhould moye God to love you, 
unlc(s enmity could do It, or deformiyy"could do it. unleſs 
yomtt or rottenneſy could do it? How affeftionately doth 
Feter lifr up his hands ? B!rfſ:d be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, why of wis abundant mercy bath brgotten 
ks 424in, 1Pet: 1; 3. How feelingly doth Paxi magoific 
the free mercy of God in It? God, who 3s rich in mercy, 
for his great love wherewith be loved ns, bath quickntd us 
together with Chriſt; by grece ye are ſaved, Eph: 2: 4.5. 
The external Mover is the merit and interceſſion of the bleſs 
ſed Feſus, He hath obrained gifts for the rebelilous, Pſeln 
63:18, and chrough him it is, thar God worketh in us 
what [s well pleafiog In his fight, Heb: 13. 21. Through him 
are all ſpiritual ble{fiags beſtowed upon us In heavenly 
thiags, Eph: 1; g. He interccedeth for the ele that velleve 
not, Job. 19. 20, very Convert is the fruit of hls travel, 
I/ais, 53; 11. Oh,never was Infantborn into the warld with 
that difficolty that Chrift endured for us! How cmphatla _ 
cally he groaneth lo hls travail! All the palns that he ſuf- 
fered on his Croſs, they were our ws _ Atls 2. 24s 
&d(yas, the pulls aod throws that Chriſt endured for us. 
He 1s made fan{ification to us, x C#r:1: 30, He ſanRifed 
himſelf that is, ſer apart himſelf a (acrifice) that we may 
be lanCtified, Job. 17.19, We are ſanfitified chrough the 
offering of his Body once for all, Heb. 10. 1o, * 
.Tis gochipg then ylkbout þly gwo bewels,but the merle 
an, © 
d 


16 , The Nature of Conveiyfion: . | 
and {ntercefſjon of Chriſt, that prevails with God to be. 
flow on us converting grace. lf thou art a new creature, il y 
thou knoweſt ro whom thou oweſſt ir, to Chritis pangsand I p 
prayers. Hence rhe nyarural affcRion of a believer toChrift, ff © 
The Foal doth nor more naturally run after the Dain, nor lf n 
the Suckiing to the Dugs, than a Believer ro Jeſus Chrift, I tt 
And whirher eiſc ſhouldeft thou go? If any in the World Ml y: 
can ſhew that for chy heart that Chrift can, ler him carry Wl og 
fr. Doth Satan put in, doth the World court thee ? Doth lf yi 
fin fue for thy heart? Why,were theſe crucified for thee?  w 
1Cor.1. 18. O Ghriftlan, love and ſerve the Lord whilt &® ni 
thon haſt a Beelng, Do noteven the Publicans love thoſe Þ th 
that love them? And ſhew kindneſs ro them that are kind I p! 
ro them ?'Mat- 5 46,47. te 

3. The Inſtr xment 3s either Perſonal, or Real, W; 

The perſonal is rhe Miniftry. 1 have begotten you to Chriſt  W 
throxgh the Goſpel, x Cor. 4. 5. Chrift's Miniſters are they I th 
that are (ent to open mens eyes, and toturnth-m to God, I be 
Afis 25. 18. m 

O unthankſul world, Iitrle do you know what you are 
doing, while you are perſecuring rhe Meſſengers of the ÞÞ x; 
Lord, Theſc are they whole bufineſs is ( under Chrift ) I} C: 
to ſave you. Whom have you reprozched and blaſphem- Þ| th 
ed? Againſt whom have you exzlred your volce,and lifred | fh 
your eyes on high? 1/4.37.23. Theſe are the ſervants of the ff w 
moſt high God that ſh:w unto you the way of ſalvation, 
Afis 16. 197. and do you thus requite them, O fooliſhand || th 
unwiſe? Dent, 32.6, O (ons of ingratiruade, againſt whom © xr 
do you ſport your (elves ? againſt whom make you a wide | all 
mouth,and draw out the tongue ? 1/4;5$7-34: Theſe are the IJ in 
infiroments that God uſeth to converr and (ave you, and do 
you ſpit in the face of your Phyficlansz and throw your 
Pilors over-board ? Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do. 

The Inflirument Real 3s the word ;. We were begotten by 
the word of truth: Thhs Is that enlightens the eyes, that 
converteth the ſoul, Pſal: 19; 7, 8. that makerh wife to 
ſalvation, 2 Tiw, 3+ 15 * This fs the fncorruprtible ſeed, by 
which we arc bora egaln, 1 Pet: 1: 23: If we are wafhed, 
*Zls by the word, Eph: 5:26, if we are ſanRificd, *cis through 
* the trath, Job# 17.17. This generates falth,and regeneraces 

W, Rn: 16; 17, jan; gilss —_ oO” 


7 
re, 
nd 
ft, 


or 
ft, 
rid 
ry 
th 
ef 
It 
le 


nd 


ie 
ey 
d, 


The Nature of Converfoome . 17 

O ye Saints, how ſhould you love the word ? for by this 
you have been converted : O ye fioners, how ſhould you 
ply the Word? for by this you muſt be converted: No 
other ordinary means but this. You that have felc Its re- 
newing power, make much of it while you live, be for ever 
thankful for ir. Tic it about your necks, write ic upon 
your hands, lay it in your botoms, Pro. 6.21,22, When you 
golet fr lead you, when you fleep ler it keep you 3 when 
you wake let it talk with you : Say with holy David, I 
will never forget thy precepts, for by them haſt thou quick- 
ned me, Pſa!» 119, 93. You thar. are converted, read 
the word with diligence, flock to It, where powerſully 
preached, fill the porches, as the malticude of the [mpos 
tent, blind, halt, withered, waitipg for the moving of the 
water, Johs 5.3. Pray for the coming of the Splrit In the 
Word. Come off thy Knees to the Sermon 3 and come to 
thy Knees from the S:xrmon. The ſeed doth not proſper, 
becauſe not watered by prayers and teats, nor covered by 
meditation, 

4+ The final canſe is tans [alvttion, and Gods glory, We 
277 Chaſed through ſanRificatton to falyation, 2 Theſ, 2.13. 
Called that we might be glotificd, Rom.8.30, but eſpechally 
that God might be glorified, 1ſc.60, 21. that we thould 
ſhew forth his pralſcs, 1 Pet. 2. 9, and be frultful la good 
works, Col. 1, 10. : 

O Chrifijan, do not forge: the end of thy Calling, ler 
thy light ſhine, Met. g. 16. Let thy Lamp burn, let thy 
Fruſts be.good, and many, and In ſcaſon, Pſa. 1.3. Let 
all thy defgns falt in wich Gods, that he-may be magnified 
in thee, Phil: 1: 20. Why ſhould God repent that he hath 
made thee a Chriſtian, as In the time of the old world, 
that he made them men? Gen 6.6, Why ſh-uldft thou ve 
an eye ſore in his Orcherd, Luke 7, by thy uafruitfulneſs ? 
or 2 ſon that cauſcth ſhime, as it were a grief ro thy father, 
and a bitterneſs to her that bare thee? Prov. 17. 
25. Prov:10: 6. O let the womb bleſs thee thit bare rhee, 
Prev. 19. 21, He that b:ers a fool doth it to his ſorrow 3 
and the father of a fool hath no jay. : fee” 

g. The ſubjeft is the eleft ſouner, and that in all bis parts 
£42 powtrs, members, end mind. Whom God predcſtinares, . 
them only ke calls, Kew. 8, 30. None are drawn tO = ; 


rm 


! The Netxre of Converſion; 
by rheir calling,nor come to him by belleviog, but his ſheep, 
thoſe whom the Father hath given him, Job! 6: 37, 44; | 
EffcQaal Calling runs parallel with eternal cleRion, 2 Per; MF Ir 
I: 10. ol 
Thou begineſt at the wrong end, if thon diſpureſt firſt W LI 
about thine ele&tlon, Prove thy Converſion, and thenne. @ 1 
yer doubt of thine ele&ion. Or canft thou nor yet prove © in 
it ? Ser upon a preſent and thorough turnlag. Whatever | G 
Gods purpoſes be, (which are ſecret) I am ſure his pro. fo 
miſes are plaſn. How deſperatly do rebels argue, iflam 
ele&ed 11hill be ſaved, do what I will ; if no?, I ſhall be & no 
damned, do what I cen. Perverſe finner, wilt thon begin | A 
where thou fſhouldeſt end ? Is not the word before thee? If fa 
What ſaith itz? Repert and be converted, thet your fins may an 
be blotted oxt, ARs 3. 19. If you #57: ifie the deeds of the be. i pc 
dy, 10x h4!l live, Rom. 8.13. Biljeve end be ſaved, Ad Fi hy 
15. 31, What can be plainer? Do not ſtand fiill, diſputing F he 
abour thine eleRion, but ſect ro repenting and believing, F ty 
Cry to God for converting grace. Revealed things belong f w! 
to thee, in cheſe buſie thy ſelf. *Tis juſt (a3 one well ld) fe 
that they that will not feed 6n the plain food of the word, I ſe: 
fhould be choaked with the bones: Phbatever Gods par if fel 
poſes be, 1 a (ure his promiſes be truce: Whatever the de-ff wi 
crecs of Heaven be, I am ſure, that if F repent and be-}f ſc 
Heve I ſhall be ſaved 3 and thar if IT repent not, I ſhall befl fe 
damned. Is not here plain ground for thee? and wilt thou cc 
yet run upon the rocks ? I | 
More particularly , this change of conyerfion paſſes it 
throughout in the whole ſabj:z&. A carnal perſon may v 
have ſome Shreds of good morailty, a lirele near the Lift, at 
but he is never good throughout the whole Cloth, the whole © © 
Bady of H-line(s and Chriſtianity; Feel him a lirtle far-M w 
ther near ch: Rilge, and you ſhal ſce him to be a deceir Þ 
fal picce, Conve; fion is ao repairing of the old building, ci 
but ir rakes all down, and ercas a new firaturg: It Is not 4 
the purtiog in a parch, or ſowing on a lift of holineſs; P 
bur wich the truc converr, holineſs is woven into all hz d 


powers, principles, and praftice. The fincere Chriſtian * 
1s quite a new fabrick, from rhe Foundation ro the Top * 
fione, all fireznew. He fs a new man, Epb. 4. 24. a new © 
creature, All things are become new, 2 (07.5 19. Conver-i Þb 
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fion is a deep work ; a heart-work, As 2: 39. and 6: 14« 


@ it turns all upfide down,and makes a man be in a new world. * 


It goes throvgnout with men,thronghout the mind, through» 
one the members, thronghoar the motions of the whole 


| Life. 


1, Throughout the Mind. It mskes an nnlverſal change with- 
ſn, Firft, it turns the ballance of the judgment, ſo rhet 
God and his glory do weigh down all ceroal and worldly 
ſo-creft, Act. 20. 24» Phil. 1. 20. Pſel. 93; 25, It opens 
che eye of the mind, and makes the Scales of its Native Ig- 
porance to fall off, and turns men from darkneſs to light, 
Acts 26. 18. Eph. $5.8. 1Pet, 2. 9. The man that before 
ſaw no danger ia his condition, now concludes himſelf loft, 
and for ever nadone, Atts 2.39, except renewed by the 
power of Grace, He that formerly thought there was little 
hure in fin, now comes to ſee It to be the chief of evils ; 
he ſees the 1nrcaſonableneſs, unrighteouſneſs, the deforml- 
ty ead filchineſs ther is in fin; fo that he Is affrighred 
with Ir, loaths It, dreads ir, fices ir, and even abhors him- 
ſelf for it, Rom.79.1g5. Fob 42 6. Exth. 36+ 31, He that could 
ſce little fin In himſelf, and could find no” matter for con- 
feſſion (as it was ſaid of that learned ſgnoramus Bellaymine, 
who, it ſeems, while he knew (o 9xcb abroad, was a mi. 
ſerable firanger to himſelf ) that when he was to be con« 
feſſed by the Prieft, could not remember any thing to 
confeſs 3 but was faln to run back to the fins of hjs youth : 
I ſay, he that could nor find wmitter for confeſſion, unleſs 
ic were ſome few groſs and fiaring evils, now fin reviverh 
with him, Rom. 7. 9. he ſecs the rotrenne(s of his heart, 
and deſperate and dcep pollution of hls whole nature ; he 
cries, unclear, unclean, Ltv. 13. 45+ Lord, purge me 
with hyſlop, waſh me throughly, create in me a new 
heart, Pſa/mg1.2, 7, 10. He ſees himfelf altogerher be» 
come filthy, Pſel/m 14. 3- corrupt, both roct and tree, 
Matth. 9.17, 18. he writcs unclean upon all his parts and 
powers, and performanc 5s, I/e. 64. 6. Rom. 7. 18. He 


dilcovers the naſty corners that he was never aware of, 


and fees the blaſphemy, and chefr, and murder, and adul- 

tery that is in his beart, which before he was Ignorant of. 

Heretofore he ſaw no form nor comelineſs ln Chrift, no 

beauty, that he ſhould defice bim 3 but new he finds om 
: | 


20 The Nature of Conver fron. | 
hid treaſure, and will (ell all, ro buy gehis field. Chrift 5 
the pearl he ſecks, ſinthe puddle he loaths. 

Now, according to this new light,the man is of another 
mind, another judgment, than before he was 2: Now God 
Is all with him, he hath none in heaven nor In; carth, like 
him, Pſ4yn 93, 25, He prefers him. truly before all the 
world; his fayaurls his life 3 the light of his countenance 
more than corn, or wine and oll, (the good that he lormer. 
ly enquired afcer, and fer his heart upon, Pſilm 4. 6, 9.) 
Now, let all the world be ſet on one fide, and God alone 
ed the other ; Let the Harlot pur on her paint and galz 
lantry, and preſent her.(elf ro the ſon! { as when Saran 
wor..d have tempred our Saviour with her) in all the glory 
_ of her Kingdoms, yer the Sou! will not fall down and wor: 


hip her, but will prefer a naked, yea a crucified, perſe. 


cated Chrift before her, Phil, 3. 8. r Cor. 2. 2- Not but 


that a hypocrite may come to yield a general aſſent to this, | 


that God is the chief good : yea,the wiice Heathens {{ome 
few of them) have art laſt flumbled upon this 3 bur there 
Is 2 difference between the abſolute, and comparative 
judgment of che underſtanding. No hypocrite comes ſo 
far, as to look upon God as the moit defirable and ſult- 
able good to him, ad thereupon to acquieſce to him ; 
, This was the Convert's voice, The Lord is ty portion, ſaith 
ty (ou! : Whom have 1 in btaven but thee? and there is none 
pon earth that 1 defire behdes thee, God is the ſiringth of 
my beart, 4nd myportion for ever, Plalm 73. 25, 26, Lam. 


« 24s 
- Secondly, It tarns the byaſs of the will, both as to means 
and tnd. (2.) The intention of the will is altered, Ezck, 36, 
26, Jcr. 31, 33. Iai. 26,8. 9. Now the man hath new 
ends and deſigns: Now he intends God above all, and 
defires and defigns nothing In all the world ſo much, as that 
Chrift may. be magoified in him, P61. 1. 20. He accounts 
himſelf morc hzppy In chls; thavia all that the earth could 
yield, that he may be {crviceable to Chriilt, and bring him 
glory la his generarion. This the mark he aims at, that 
the vame of Jeſas way be great in the world, and that all 
the ſheaves of the brethren may bow to this ſheaf, 
Reader, Doſt thou view this, and ucver alk ” ell 
. whether 
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Tht Natxre of Converfion; 2l 
whether It be thus with thee ? Pauſe a while, and breathe 
on this grezt concernmenr. 

2. The Elefiion alſo is changed, (o that he chuſcth ano» 
ther way, Pſalm 119. 23. He pircherh upon God, as his 
bleſſedneſs; and upon Chriſt, as the principal ; and ho- 
lineſs as the ſubordinate means to bring him to God, Jobs 
14. 6. ROMs 2. 5, He chuſeth Jcſus for his Lord, Col. 2. 6, 
He is not meerly forced Into Chriſt by the ſtorm, nor doth 
he take Chriſt for bare neceſſi:y; as the man begged from 
the gallows, when he rakes the wife, rather than the ha's 
ter; but he comes off freely ia the choife. This match Is 
not made in a frighr,as with the terrified ' conſcience, or 
dying finner, that will ſeemingly do any thing for Chriſt, ' 
but doth only take Chriſt, rather than iell 3 bur he dells 
beratly reſolves, that Chrift is hls beſt choice, Pb3l. 1. 23+ 
and would rather have him to chuſe, than ali che good of 
this world, might hc enjoy It while he would, Again, he 
takes holineſs for his path z he doth nor, out of mere ne- 
ceſſity ſubmir ro fr, bur he likes and loves it : 1 have choſey 
the way of thy precepts, Plalm 119. 173 He takes Gods te= 
{timonles, not as his bondage, bur 2s his heritage 3 yea;his 
herirage for ever, v.t11. He connis them nor hls burthen, 
but his bliſs 3 nor hls cords, but his cordials, 1 Jobs 5. 3+ 
Pſalm 119, 14, 16, 19, He doth not only bear, but rake up 
Chriſt's yoke: He takes not holineſs as the fRiomach doth 
the loathed Portion, (which it wil down with, rather than 
die.) bur 2s the hungry doth his beloved food : No rime 
paſſeth ſo (weerly with him ( when he Is himſelf) as thar 
he ſpends lo the exerciſe of holineſs; theſe are both hls 
allwenr and element; the defire of his eyes, and the joy 


- hls heart, Job 23,12, Pſ«l. 119 B2, 131,162, 174+ Pet. 


Pur thy conſclence to it as thou goef}, wherher thou art 
the man; O happy man, if this be thy caſe ! But ſee thou 
be thorow and impartial in the (arch, 

Thirdly, It txrvs the bent of the affefiions, 2 Cor, 9. ts 
Theſe run all in a new channel ; The Jorden is now driven 
back, and the water runs upwards againft Its natural 
courſe. - 

Chrift is his Hope, 1 Ti#.1: 1. this fs bis prize, Philip. 3.8. 
here his eye fs, here hls heart is, He is contented to _ 
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22 The N«ture of Conver fiov. #3 
all over-yoard (23 the Merchant In the ftorm, ready to pes 


riſh) fo he may but keep this Jewel. 
The firſt of his deſe-es is, noc afrer gold, bur grace, Phil, 


3-13. He hungers afrer fr, he {ceks ft as filyer, he digs for it 


as for hid rreaiture ; He had rather be gracious than be 
great ; he had rathzrb= the holieſt min on earth, than the 
moit learned, the moſt famous, moſt proſperous, While 
carnal, he (aid, ON, If I were but in great eftcem, and 
rolled in wealth, and (wim'd in pleaſure z If my debts were 
Paid, and I and mine provided for! then I were a happy 
man: But now the tune 1s changed ; Oh, ſaith the Con 
vert, If I had bur my corrupttons ſubdued, If 1 had ſuch 
meaſures of grace, ſuch f:|lowſhip with God, 'tho? 1 were 
poor and deſpiſed, I ſhowld nor care, I ſhould account 
— a bleſſed many, Reader, ls vnis the lavguage of chy} 
oul ? 

His Foys are changed. He rejolceth in the ways of Godt} 
teſtimonies, as much as in all riches, Fſc/m 119, 14+ He 
delights in the Law of the Lord; wherein once he had 
Irtle favour; Het hath no ſuch joy, as in the thoughts of 
Chriſt, the fruition cf his company, the proſperity of hii 
people. 

His Cares are quite altered, He was once ſet for the 
warld, «nd any ſ-rap*s of by-tImec, nothing ( coo often) 
was enough for hls ſont, Now he gives over caring for 
the Aiſles, and (c's his hezre on the Kingdom. Now all 
the cry Is, het (h:Ul1 4o to be ſaved? Aft 16, 3or Hi, 
great (olllcirude Is, how to ſecnre his foul. Oh 1 how.he 
_ bleſs you, if you could bur pur him out of doubt of 
tis: 

His Ferer;are not {5 much of ſufferivg, bur of finnlog, 
H:b,1: 25, 29. Once he iv45 afraid of nothing ſo much # 
the ioſs of his eftate, or! efteem, the picaſure of friends, 
the frowns of the grear : Nothing ſounded fo terrible to 
him #3-paJa, or poverty, -r diſgrace. Now rheſe are little 
to him, in compariſon of Gods diſharoxr or difÞiteſure. How 
warily doth he walk, I-ti he ſhuuld tread on a ſnare? ft 
fearcth alway, he tooks before and behind 3 he hath his 
eye vpn his heere, 2161]: of cn caffing over hs ſhoulder, 
left he fhonld be overtaken with fin, Pfel. 39.1, Pro, 28 
14+ EC66, 24 14+ 18 Kills his heart to think of loſing Gods fr 
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4 ik The Nature of Converſcon. 
ne Mvort 3 this he dreads as bis only undoing, Plal. $1. 11, 12: 
Pei bil: 19: 8. No thought inthe world doth pinch himy and 
bil, paſo him(ſo mucb, as to think of parciog with Chriſt, 


His Lov? runs a new courſe. My. love was crucified 
(ſaid holy 1gnatixs ) that y,z; my Chriſt. This Is my 
the B<!oved , ſaith the Spouſe , Cant; 5-18. How doth Avgu- 
hileſ £528 often pour out his loycs upon Chrift? 0 eternal Bleps 
yore He car find nowords ſweet enough. Let me (te thee, O 
light of mine tyts. Comt, O thou jay of my Ffpivie; Let me 
bezold thie, O the g/adniſs of my hrart. Let me love thee, © 
life of my ſox!. Appiar unto me, O my & eat dilight, my [wer 
comfort, O my Go1, my life, and tbe wile glory of my ſoul. 
Let we find ther. O 4rfire of my btart. Let me bo'd ther © love 
of my ſoul. Lett me embrace thee, O heavenly Brantgraom. Let 
me voſſeſs thee. 
og; His Sorrows have now a new vent, 2 Cor 7 9, 10y The 
J view of iis (ins, the fight of a Chriſt cracified, that would 
had ——_ him beſore, now how much do they affc@ bis 
| earc, 
bi His hatred bol's, his anger burns 2g:loft fin, Pſalm 119 
104. Ke hath no patience with kinielf ; he calls himſclf 
foo!, and beaft , and thinks any name too good for him- 
ſelf, when hs 1rdignartion is ſtirred up agalnft fin, Pſalm 
73 22: Prev. 30. 2, He could once (will jn ir, with top 
af uch pleaſure 3 now he loarhs the rhovghr of returning to 
It,as iriuch as lickiog up the filthle(? vomlr, 

Commune then with thine own h.czrr, and attend the 
common and general current of thine affeRions, whether 
I: be toward: God is Chriſt, above all othec concernments. 
no. 104ecd, ſudden and firong commotrions of the aff: &ions, 
HY and (erficive part, are oit-times found In hypocrlires, eſpe- 
clzlly where the natural conſtitution leads thereunto 3; and 


or i 


1 be 


yo concrariwiſe, the ſanAified rhemſelves are many times 
Gs without ſenſible fticrings of the affelons, where the tem- 
ol P*r 1» more ſ1:w, dry and dull. The greor <r:quiry is, 
" whether the judgment and will be fiandingly determined 
w for God, above all other good, real or apparent; avd if 
_ the affeRions do ſincerely follow thelr choice and condud, 


though it be not ſo ſtrongly and ſenſibly as is to be defired, 
there is no dqubr bor the charge ls ſaving. 


27 
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2. Tbroxghout the mtmbers. Thoſe that were before the 
laticameats of fin, are now become the holy utenſils of 
Chriſts [|ving temple, Row, 6. 16. 1 Cor 3 16. He that 
before made, as ic were, a baud or a barrel of his body, 
now poſſcſſeth his veſſel In (anRificatlon and honour, in 
remperance, chaſtity, and ſobrie:ys and dedicated to the 
Lord, 1 Theſ, 4. 4, Gal.'g, 22, 23. 1 Cor. 6.19, 20, 
The eye that was encc a wandring eye, a wanton eye; 
a havghty, a coretous eye, is 'now employed, as Mary, in 
weeping over her ſins, Lake 95.38. Iobeholding God In{his 
works, Pſalm 8. 3, in reaqing his* ward, Afts 8, 3o. in 
looking up and down for objeGts of mercy,and opportuniz 
nities for hls ſervice, 
The ear that was once open to Satan's call, and that 
( like a viciated palzte) d{d reliſh nothing ſo much as fil- 
thy, as, atleaft, frothy ratk, and che fool's laughter, is 
now bored to the door of Chrifi's honſe, and open to his 


It cryes with him. Peniaet verbum Dominz, and waits for his 
word as the rain, .aud celiſhes them more than the appoin» 
red faod, Zob 23 12. thzn the honcy,and the honey comb, 
P/alm 19. IO», 

The head, that was the ſhop of worldly deſigns, is now 
filled with other matters, and ſer on the figdy of God's 
will, Pſal#1. 2. and1:9. 97. and the man beats his head, 
not ſo much about his paia,bur about his duty. The thoughts 
and cares that now fill his head, are principally how he 
way pleaſe God, and fly fin. 

His hcart,that was a fly of filthy lufts, Is now become an 
al:ar of lacenſe, where the fire ofdivine love 15 ever kept 
fn, and whence the dal'y facrifice of prayer and praiſes, 
and (weer incenſe of holy defires, ejacularions, and anhe- 
lations are continually aſcending, Pſ«/: 108, 1. and 119. 20 
and 139. 17, 18, 

The mouth is become a well of life, his tongue as choſce 
filver, and hls lips ſeed ihany: Now the ſalt of grace hath 
ſeaſoned his ſpeech, and eat out the corruption, Col. 4+ 6. 
and cleanſed rhe mouth from hls filthy communicarien, 
| | flattery, boafticg, ralling, lyirg , (wearing, back-biring, 

that once came |I:;ke the flaſhes proceeding from the hell 


that was in his beart, Z4Wes 3« 6, 75. The throats = "= 
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diſcipline : fr ſaith, Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant beareth: 


l 
"I 
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once an open ſepulchre, Rem. 3. 13. now ſends forth the 
ſweet breath of Prayer and holy diſcourſe, and the man 
J ſpeaks in another Tongue, fn the Language of Cenzen, and 
'» Wh; never fo well, as when talking of Gad, and Chrift, and 
the matters of another world, His mouth bringeth forth 


© Y wiſdom, his Tongue {s become the filver Trumper of his 
F Makers praiſe, hls glory, and the beſt member that he 
) Bhat! 

In 


Now here you ſhall have the hypocrite halting- He 
He ſpeaks It may be Jlike an Angel, but tc hath a covetous 
eye, Or the ga'n of unrighreovſneſs to his hand, Or the 
hand is white, bur his heart is full of rottenneſs, Mar; 23 
27, full of vnmortificd cares, avery Oren cf Luſt, a Shop 
of Pride, the Sear of Malice, It may be with Nebachadnete 


i-"; Image, he hith a Golden Head, z preat deal of knows 
© ledge : bur he hath Fcer of Clay, his AﬀcRions are World- 


Jy, he minds carthly things, and his way and walk are ſens 


0: Hval and carnal, you may trace himin hls ſEerer haunts, and 
15 Bis footfieps will be found in ſome by- paths of fin, The 
+ Bork is not chorowout whh him. 
13, 3. Throvghoxt the Motiens, or the Life, axd Prafiice; 
he new Min takes a new courſe, Epb: 2. 2, 3. His Con» 
0 Þcrlarion Is In Heaven, Philip: 3; 50. No looner doth 
44 Thrift call by eff-&ual grace, but he itralghrway becomes 
id, follower of hiw, Mar: 4- 20. When God hath given 
ht's hc ow hearr, and writ his Law In his mind, he forthe 
he ” ny in hls Statutes, and keeps his Judgments, Ex'b; 
: 26, 29. 
an 


Though fin may dwell (God knows a weariſome and une 
*P' Fclcome gueſt ) in him, ver it hath no more dominion 
ver him, Ron; 6 9, 14. He hith his fruit unto Holineſs, 
$008. 6: 22, and though he mik.s many a blor, yer the 
ww ans Life of Jeſus is thirhe <yes as his copy, Pſe/p 119; 
0. Heb: 12.2. and hath an unfeigned reſpec to all God's 
2mmendments, Pſclm 1ig. 6 He mekes conſcicnce even 


_ { little fins and little duties, Pſe/s 119, 113. His very fn- 
" (mities which he cannot help, though he vould, are his 


buis burden, and are like the daft in a mans eye. which 
ough burlitic, yer are not 2 lirele ercub'cſome, [O wan! 
poft thou re14 th's, and never turn in vpon thy 1oul by 
Il-exa ulnulon?} The ſincere Convert is not ons man at 

'C Church, 


_ !. The Natwre of Conver ſoon: 
Church, and another at home 3; he is not a ſafnt on his 
knees, and a cheat ſn his ſhop ; he will nor tythe Mint 
and Cummin, and negle& mercy and judgment, and the 
welghry matters of the Law z he doth not pretend piery, 
and negle&t morallty, Mat; 23: 14. But he torrs from all 
his fins, and keeps all Gods ſtatutes, Ex:k; 18: 2t, though 
nor perfcaly ( excepr In defire and endeavour ) yer fin- 
cerely ; not allowing himlclf in the wreach of any, Rom. 9; 
15. Now he delights in the word, and (ers himſelf to 
prayer, and opens his hand ( if able ) and draws cnt his 
ſoul to the hungry, Rom: 9: 22. Pſel: 109; 4. Iſa; 58:10, 
He breaketh off his fins by righteouſneſs, and his jniquities 
by ſhcwing mercy ro the poor, Den: 4: 27. and tath a 
good conſcience, willing in all things to live honeRtly, Heb: 
13: 18 and to keep without offence towards God and 
Meo, 

Here again you ſhall find the n:ſoundneſs of many pro» 
feſſors, that take themſelves for good Chriftlans, They 


are parclal in the Law, Mal. 2. 9. aid rake vp with the - 
cheap and cafic dutics of Religion, bur they go nor through - 
with thework; They are 23 a Cake nor turned, half roaſt * 


ed, and halfraw. Ir may beyou fhal have chem exaRt in 
their words, punRual jo thelr dealings 3 bur chen they do 
not exerciſe themielyes unto godlineſs: Ard for eximin=z 
Ing themiclves, and governing their hearts, to this they 
are ſtranger» You nay have them duly at the Church ; 
bur follow them to thelr familles, and there you ſhal (ce 
little but the world mlnded; or If they have a road of 
family-duties, follow them to their Cloſers, and there 
you ſhal find thelr ſouls are liccle looked after ; It may be 
they ſecm otherwiſe religious,but bridle nor thelfrongues, 
and (ſo all thefr religion is in vain, Jemes 1. 26. It may be 
they come up to cloſer and family prayer ; but fo|low them 
to chelr ſhops, and there you ſha! find them in a trade of 
lying, or ſome covert and cleanly way of deceit. Thus 
the hypocrite goes nor throughout in the conrſe of his 0+ 
bcdience. ; 

And thus much for the Subje& of Converſion, 

6+ * The Ter: sare either from which, o: to which. 

1 The cerms from which we twrn in this motion of Con- 
wVirſion, are 538, Sergn, the World, and ONr own Rightte 
IJLIED R Firfty 
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Firſt, Sin» When a man Is converted, he bs for ever 
; our with fin 3 yea, with all fin, Pſe/mti9 128 bur moſtof 
ali with his own fins, and eſpecially with his boſom fin, 
Pſalm 18 23, Sin is now the butr of his indignation, 2 Cor: 
5 u; hethirfis ro bathe his hands in the blood of his fins; 
Wis fins ſet a+ broath In ſorrows, It 1s fin that plerceth 
him, and wounds him ; he feels it like a thorn in his ſide, 
like a prick in hls eyes ; he groans and ſiruggles pnder It, 
and net formally, bur feeliogly cryes on! O wretched man? 
Hz $4 not Impaticnr of any burthen, ſo much as of his fing 
Pſ«/m 40 12, If God ſhould give him hÞ1 chotee, he would 
chuſe any att.i&ion (o he mighr be rid of ſing he feels it 
like the cutting gravcl in his ſhoes, pilcking and 'paining 
him as he goes. RE 
Before converſion, he had I'ght rhoughts of fin; he che- 
riſhed it in his boſom, as 44-24þ his Lim>; henonrithed it 
zp,and itgrew up together with him ; it did eat as It ve'c 
of his awn mea', and drunk of Þis own cup, and lay 1n 
his boſom, and was to him as a daughter : But when God 
opens his eyes by converſion, be throws ft away with ab- 
horrence, Iſc# 30 22; as a man wouid a loarhiome Toad, 
which in the dark he had hugged faſt In his boſom, zad 
Jthought it had been ſome pretty and harmle(s bird. When 
a man ls ſavingly changed,he is nor only deeply convinced 
of the danger, but defilement of fia ; an Oh, how earneft 
Is he with God to be purified! He loatns himſcit for his 
fins, Ex'& 36. 3!. He runs ro Chrift, and cxf+ himfclf 
Into the tountaln for fin and for uncleanneſs Ztch. 13.1. If 
| he fall, what aftir Is there to ger all clean ageic ! He flies 
toche Word, and waſhes, and rabs, and rinches ; labour- 
ing to cleanſe himſelt from 31! fi':hinefs both of fleſh and 
ſpirir, Heabhors his once beloved fin, Pſalm 18. 23. as 2 
clcanly nature doth the trough and mice, wherein he (ces 
the Swine delight. 

The (ound Convert is heartily engaged againſt fin : He 
wreftles with it, he wars agaiaft it; he is too often foll- 
ed, but he never yields the cauſe, nor lays down the weas 
pors 3 bur he will up and to tc again, while he hath bree'h 
In his body ; He will never give quier poſl: (ſon, he will 
; make no peace, he will give no quarter, he falls upon jr, 
'K and fires upon Ir, and is II! diſquiering of ir with conti- 
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nual alarms, He can forgive his other encmies, he can pl- 
ty them, and pray for them, Afs 75: 604 but here he is 
implacable, here is he ſet upon revenge ; he hunteth, as ir - 
were, for the precious life ; his eyc ſhall noe piry,hts hznd 
ſhall gor ſpare, though It be a right hand, or a right cye 
Be it a gaioſul ſin, moſt delightful ro his natwie, or ſuport, 
to his eficem with carnal friends 3 yet he will rather throw 
His gain down the kennel, fce his credit fall,or the flower 
of pleaſure wither in his hand, than he will allow himſelf 
In any keown way of fin, Luke 19. 8, He will grant no f0- 
dulgence, he will give no tolcration ; but he draws vpon 
fin, where ever he mects fr, 21:4 frowns vpon It with this 
upwelcome ſalnte, Have I foxnd thee, O mine Enemy ! 

Reader, hath Conſcience been ar work, while thou haſt 
been looking over theſc Lines ? Hift thou pondered theſe 
things in chine heart? Hiſt th<uſearched the Book within, 
to (ec ifcheſe things be (0? If nor, read it again,and make 
hy Conſcience ſpe:k whether or no it be thus whih thee, 

Haſt thou crucificd thy Fleſh with its affeRions and 
Juſisz and not obly copfcfſed, bur forſaken thy fins ; all 
fa io thy fervent deſires, and rhe ordinary praRice of eve- 
ry deliberate and wiiful fro io thy ie? If notthon arr yer 

. unconverred, Doth not Conſcicnce fly 10 thy face, as chon 
readeſt, ard te)! chee that thou liveſt in a way of lying for 
thy adrantage, that thou vuſcfi deceir In thy Calling, that 
there is ſome way of [ecrer wantonneſs that t);ou liveft in? 
why then, do not deceive thy (elf, chou art in'the gall of 
bitrerneſs, and bord of In'quity, 

Doth nor thy vebridled Tongue, thy bru?iſh Intempe- 
rance, thy wicked Compgany,thy negled of Prayer,ot hear- 
ivg and reading the Word, now witneſs againſt thee, and 
ſay, Fear thy wo hs, and we will follow thit? Or it Thave 
not hit chee 7i;lir, coth nor the Bird within tell rhems, 

- there is ſuch or iuch a way that thon knoweſt to be evil, 
that yer for ſome carnal reſpe thou doſt tolerate thy (elf 
Ip, and art willing to ſpare? If this be thy caſe, thou 
art to this day unregenerate, and muſt be changed or con» 
demncd, 

Secondly, Satan, Converſion binds the firong man, 
ſpoils is Armour, caſts nyt hls Goods, turns men from 


the power of Satan anto God, Atir: 25% 18, Before, = 
the 
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Is for his life. No ſooner could Satan bid him lies * buy, 


' preſently he had It upon the top of hls tongue, Aﬀ 5. 3c 


no ſooner could Sxtah offer a-wanton objeRt, bur he was 
ſtung with loft, The Devil could do more with him 
than God could : 7f the Devil ſay, Away with theſe Famt- 
ly-dutles, be ſure they ſhall be rarely enough performed In 
his houſe . 1f the Devil ſay, Away with this firi&neſs, this 
preciſeneſs, he will keep far enough fromit: If he tells 

him, there's no need of theſe Cloſet-duties, he ſhall go 
from'day to day and ſcarce perform them, But now he is 


 Converred, he ſerves another Maſter, and takes quite 2- 


nother courſe, 1 Pet. 4. 4. he goes and comes at Chriſts 
beck, Col. 3. 24. Saran may ſometimes catch his foor in a 
frap, bur he will no longer be a-willing captive; He wat= 


_ cher apaInft the (nares and baits of Satarn, and fludles to 


be acquainred with his devices: He Is very ſuſpicious of 
bls plors, and is very jea/ous Io what comes athwart him, 
left Satan ſhould have ſome defign napon him: He wrefliles * 
againſt principalities and powers, Epbe} 6. He entertains 
the meſſenger of Satan, as men do the meſſenger of death: 
He keeps his eye upon his enemy, 1 Per. 5. 8, and wat- 
ches in hls duties, left $zran ſhould pur in hls foor. 

Thirdly, The #0or/4d. Before a found faith a man is 0s 
vercome of the ##&r/d; <lihcr he bows down ro Mammon 
or ido!*Z:s hls reparation, or is a lover of pleaſure, more 
thin a lover of God, 2 Tim. 3- 4 Here's the roor of mans 
miſery by the Fall; he ij: wwrned fide ro the creature, in« 
flead of God, and gives that eftcem, confidence and aff= 
etion to the creature that is dac to him alone, Rom: 1.25” 
Me!. 10+39. Prov, 18; In; 7er. 17. 5 

O miferable Man! Whet « deformed monſter hath fin 
made thee ? God made thee Ihtle Jower than the An» 
gels ; Sln, lirtle better than the Devils, Joh. 6, 70s and 


+ 8, 44» A monfler that hath his hezd znd heart where his 


feet ſhould be, and his feet kicked againſt heaven, and eve« 
ry thing out of place ; the wor'!d, that was formed to ſerve” 
*C3 rhee 
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thee, is come to rule thee, and che deceirfall harlort hath 
bewitched thee with her iachantments, and mad= thee 
bow down and ſerve her. 

Bur converting Grace fetsall In order agaly, and puts 
God in the throne, and the world at his orftool, Pſ«l, 
73- 25: Chriſt in the heart, and the world under feet, 
Epbeſ. 3- « 9 Rev.12.1. So Paul 1 am crucified co the world, 
axd the world to me, Gal, 6, 14, Before this change, all 
the cop was, #bo will ſhtw us en ( worldly) good ? Burt 
now he ſings another tune, Lord Lift up the light of thy conn- 
Jenence upon me, and rake the corn and the wine whoſlo 
will, Pſal, 4- 6. 7. Before, his hearts delight and con- 
Sent was In the world ; then the Song was, Soul tabe thine 
eat, drink, and bt merry theu haſt much goods laid " ſor 
Many Jeers : but now all this is withered, and there Is no 
comliaeſs,that he ſhould defire it; & he tunes up with the 
ſweet Plalmiſt of 1/-«el, The Lord 35 the portion of mine inheri- 
gence; the lin's ave fallen to me in « ſair place 3 and 1 bave 
& goodly beritage. He bleſſcth himſelf, and boaſts bimſe.f 
In God, Pſal; 34. 2. Le. 3+ 24. nothing elſe can give | 
him content, He hath written vanity and vexation upon 
all his worldly epjoyments, Eccleſ- 1. 2. apd loſs and dung 
wpon all humane cxcellencies, Philip. 3 9. 8. He hath life 
and immortality now in chaſe, Rew.2 5.8, He trades for 
grace avd glory, and hath a crown incorruptible in purſuir 
s C07. 9; 25, His heart is ſet in him to ſcek the Lord, x1 
Chron, 22. 19. and 2 Ghron. 15. 15, He firft ſeeks the 
kingdom of heaven, and the righteouſneſs thereof, ard Re- 
Iigion Is no longer a matter by the by with him, but the 
main of hlscare, Mat, 6. 33, Pſal, 27, 4, Now ihe 
gawdy Idol I; became Neb»ſbtan, 2 Kings 18.14.and he gets 
up and treads upon it, as Diogenes trampling on Plats's 
hangings 3 ſaying, Celco Platonis faſium, Beforc, the 
world had the ſwaying inrereft with him; he would do 
more for gaſn, than godiineſs, 1, Tim, 6, 6, more to 
pleaſure his friend, or hl. fi-ſh, than. ro pleaſe the God 
that mide him, and God muſt fland by, rill the world 
were firſt ſerved: Bat now all muſt ſtand by ; he hates 
father, and mother, 2nd life and all, in compariſon of 
Chilft, Luke, 1, 26, 

"Well rhea , panic a jittle , and look within: Doth __ 

It 
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Mis nearly concern thee? Thon pretendeft for Chriſt 
bardorh not the world ſway thee? Doft chon nor rake 
more real delight and content in the world, than in bim ? 
D-ſt not thou find thy ſell better ar eaſe when the world 
goes to thy mind, and thou art encompaſſed with carnal 
delights, than when retired to prayer and meditation In 
thy cloſer, or attending upon Gods word and worſhip? 
No ſurer evidence of ad unconveried fate, than to have 
the things of the world uppermoſt In our arms, love, and 
eftimarion, Job, 2: 15: James 4: 4: 

With the ſound convert, Chriſt hath the ſopremacyz 
How dear Is this neme t1ohim? How precious is its fa« 
your ? Cent: 1: 3: Pal: 54: 8: The name of Jeſns Is 
engraver vponhis heart, Gel: 4: 1597 and lies a5 & 
bundle of Myrch between hls } breaſts, Cant: ig! 14: Ho 
nour 1s bur-zſr; and laveliter 1s bur madneſs, and Mare 
Is fellen like Dagon before the Ark, whth hands and he 
broken off on the thteſhold; when once Chrift is ſaving'Y 
revea'ed. Here is the pearl of great price to the tru®© 
Converr, here ls his treaſure,” here 1s hope, Marth: 13» 
44, 45 This is hls glory, my beloved ix mine, and 1 am 
his: Gel: 6: 14, Cant. 2, 46, Oh, *cls {weeter ro him to 
be able to ſay, Chrift is mire, chan If he could ſay, 
The Kiogdom I mine, the 1nd:es are mine, 

Fourthly, Tov? own Yighttouſneſs, Before converſion, 
Man ſecks to cover himſclf with his own fig. leaves, Phi. 
3- 6. 7. and to lick himſelf whole with his own duties, 
Mic. 6. 6. 7. He |s apt torraſtin himſelf, Lyb, 16, 15 
and 18, 9. and ſet up his own righ:couſneſs and to recke 
on his counters for gold, aud not ſubmir to the righrgs 
ouſne(s of God, Rome 10. 3. But corveiſizn changes his 
mind, now he caſts away bis filthy rags, aod counts his 
own righteouſneſs but a menfirueus cloth; he caſts jr 
off, as a man would the yerminous tatiers of a nafly Begs 
ger, Ie. 64. 7. Now he is brought to poverty of ſpiriry 
Maith s 3. complains of, and * condemns himſclf, Row 
7, and all his laventory is, Poor and milcrable,and wretched 
and blind and naked, Rtv. 2. 17.” Heſecsa world of fol. 
quity .in bis things, and cells his once idolized righteonſs 


ne(s bur fleſh, and loſs, and dog's meat, and would nor 


C 4 for . 


£1) Tht Natyve of Converſion. 
for a thouſend wor [ds be found in himſelf, Philip, 3. 45 
7, 8, 9+. His fiager is ever upon hls-ſores, pſe!. $5! 3: 
Hls fins, his wants. Now he begins to ſet a high price up. 
en Chrifts righreoufneſs 5 he ſecs the need of a Chriſt in 
every duty, to juflific his perſon and juftific hls perfor» 
Mances, he cannot live without him, he cannot pray with- 
out him : Chriſt maſt go with him, or elſe he cannot come 
Into the preſence of God , he leans upon the hand of 
Chrift;z and ſo he bows himſelf in the houſe of hls God ; 
te ſers himſelf down for a loft, undone man, without 
him: His life is hid in Chriſt, as the life of man In the 
heare ; he bs fixed in Chriſt, as the roots of the tree 
ſpread io che earth, for ſtability and outriment. Before, 
| the news ofa Chiilft was a flale and ſaplcſs thing; bur 
now how ſweet is a Chiifſt ? AugsFine could nor reliſh 


his before ſo much admired Cicers, becauſe he could not. 


find che name of Chcift ; how pathetlcally cries he, Du/- 
Duylciſſeme, amentiſ. benigniſ. cariſ. &c. quanas te videho t 
quande ſatiaher de pxlchritxdzne tne? Medit. £37. O moſt 
weet, moſt loving, meſt bind, mofi dear moſt precious, moſs 
Atrfired, moſt lovely, meſt fair, &c. all in a breath when he 
Ipcaks of and to his Chrift in a word, the voice of the Co« 
yenant, 1s wi;hthe Martyr, None but Carift, 

2. The terms which, are elther 4!timate, or Subordinate 
and Mediate; 

The 4/tinatt is God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
whom the trac Convert takes, as hls Allſuffictent and Eres» 
nal bleſſedneſs, A man is never truly ſan&:fied, 11] his 
very heartbe in truth ſet upon God above all things, az hls 
Portion and chief g20d. Theſe are the natural breathings 
of a believers heart: Thos «rt my portion, Plal. 119.57 . My 
fox! (hall make ber boaſt in the Lord, Plal. 34. 2. My expefi ation 
3s from bim, he only is my roch, and my ſalvation, bt is my 
Keſence ; in God is my ſalvation and my glory, the Rock of 
»7 ſir/ngth and reſuge is in God, Plalm 62.1, 2,5. 6, 7. 
Plalm 18, 1, 2, 

Wonald you pur it to an fiſae whether you be converted 
or not ? Now then let thy foul and all that Is within thee 
atrend, 

Haſt rhou t4ken God for thy happineſs ? Where doth 


the contenc 0; thy heart lic? Whence doth thy chei-et 
| comfort 


| 
1 


, 


| 
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comfort come in? Come then and wich Abrebenlife up thine 
c1cs Eaftward, and Weſtward, and Norcthward, and 
South vard; and caft about thee, what It fs, thow 
wouldft have in Heaverr or Exrrth ro make thee happy, If 
God ſhould give thee thy cholce as he did to $o/omex, or 
ſh>uld ſay ro rhee, as Abeſbxrrys to Eſther, hat 3s thy pet.” 
tion, end what is thy requtſi'? and it (hall be granted thee, 
Efirers. 3- What wonldſt thou ask?Go into the gardens 
of pleaſure}, and gather all rhe fragrant flowers from thence? 
Would theſe content thee? Go to the treaſures of Min mon; 
ſuppoſe thou migh:*:t lade thy (elf while thou wouldefF' 
ſrom hence : Go to the towers, to the trophles of honour: 
What thinkeſt thou of being a man of rerown, and having 
2 name like rhe name of the great men of the carth? Would 
any of this, all this, ſuffize thee, and make thee count thy” 
ſelfa happy man? If (o,then cerrainlſy thou art carnal,and” 
unconverted, If nag, go farther;wade imo the Elvine excel- 
lencies, the Rore of his mercles, the hiding of hls power, 
the deeps unſathomable of hls All ſufficiency : Doth this* 
ſuit rhee Heft, and pleaſe thee moſt ? Doſt thou ſay, *T3s 
gord to be brye, Matths 19. 4+ Here I will pitch, bere 1 will 
live and die? Wilt thou let all the world go, rather thay 
this? Then "cis well between God and thee; Happy art 
thou O man ! happy art thou that ever thon waſt boro: [f 
a God can make thee happy, thou muſt needs be happy ;-/ 
for thou haſt avouched rbe Lord to be thy Gad, Det. 26." 
19%, Doſi thou ſay ro Chrift, as he ro us, Thy father. ſhall” 
be my Father, and thy God my God? joh. 29. ig.” Bere fs 
the turning point. An unſound profeſſor never takes op his? 
reftinGod,bur converting grace dors the work,and ſo cures 
the fatal miſery of the fall, by turring the heart from frs 
Idols, to the [iving God, 1 Thrſ. 4. 9. Now, ſays the ſou); 
Loyd, whither ſhoxld lgo ?' Than baſt the words of tternet 
liſes Joh. 6. 68. Here he centres; here he ſertles: O,'cls 
as the enrrance of heaven to tim; roſce his inrereft in 
God. When he diſcovers this,” he (alth, Rtryyn unto thy 
zeſt, O myſexl; ſor the Lord hzti dealt boxntifully with thee, 
Plal. 116 57, And fir ls even ready fo breathe ont Simon's 
ſong, Lord, new {ettef then thy ſervant depart in peace, Lukes 
24 294 and (alth with 74606, _ his eld :tarr revived 
G al 
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z che welcome tidings, It 3s exoxgh, .Gen 45. 28. When he 


FR ſees he hath a Go4 I: covenanc to go to, ths is all bis ſel= 


" Vation, 'and all bis drfire, 2. Sam, 23. 5, 

Man, is this thy caſc ? Haſt thou experienced this? Why 
then, bleſſed art thou of the Lord : God hath been at work. 
with thee, he hath layed hold on thy heart by the power 
ye convepring grace, orelſe thou c2uldit never have done 
this. 

The mediate rerm of converſion Weither priacipe!, or 
- leſs principel, 
 Theprzxcipel is Chriſt, .the only Medigror between Gad | 
and 'Mzn, 1 Tim. 2. $-, Hls work isco bring us toGod, 1, \| 
Pet. 3 18. He is the wayto the Father, Fob. 14. 6. the 
only planck on which we may eſcrpz, the only door by 
which we may enter, Feb; 10. 9. Converſion brings over | 
the ſoul ro Chriſt, to accept of him, Col 2.6, as the only | 


means to life, az the only way, the only name given under ' 
heaven, A. 4. 12. . He looks not for (ſalvation, In any * | 
other but him, nor in any other with him ; bur throws, 
himſelf on Chrifi alone as one that ſhauld caſt bimſelf 
with ſprezd arms upon the ſca, 

Herz ( ſalth the convinced finger ) bere 1 will venture 
and if 1 periſh, 1 periſh; if 1 die, 1 will die bere, But, Lorid | 
ſoffer. mt! no! to perifh wader the pitiful eyes of thy mercy. In- |- 
treat me not toltave thit, or ts thin away ſrom following 
after thee, Ruth. 1. 16. Hy#re 1 will thorow my ſelf; If 
tbo kick me, ifthoy kill me, Jo 13; 15. I will n0t go 
from thy door, . * 

Thus the poor ſoul doth venture-'on Ghrift, and reſol- 
vedly adhere to him,. Before converfior, the man made | 
light of Chriſt, minded the farm, friends, merchandiſe, 
more than Chrift, -Metth. 22. $. Now Chrift is to him as Rv 
his neecNſzry food, his daily bread, the life of his heart, 
the i: of his life, Philip. 3. 9. Als great 'defignls, that 
Chriſt may be magnſfizd in him,Pbil.1,20. His heart once 
ſaid, as they ro the Spouſe ; What Is thy beloved, more 
than another ? Cant. 5, 9. He found more ſweetneſs In 
h:s mercy company, wicked games, earthly delights, than 
z0 Chriſt. Rc took Religion for a faucy, and the talk of 
preai enjoyment for anidle dream. But now, tohim to 
lire is Corith, Ke (cts light by all chat he accounted pre» | 

CIQUs... 


The Nature of COnverſion. 35 
ci&s3, for the excellency ofthe knowledge of Chriſt; Phil. 

« 8. 

s All of Chriſt is accepted by the fincere Convert s He 
loves not only the wages, but work of Chriſt, Rom, 7. 12 
not only the benefits but the burdey of ChriFt ; he bs wil- 
ling, not only to cread our the corn, but to draw under 
the yoak: He takes up the commands of Chriſt, yeg 
and croſs of Chriſt, Meth. 11, Mut, 16. 24- 

The unſound cloſeth by the halves with Chrift ; He Is 
all for the ſalyation of Chriſt, but he 14 not for ſarRifis 
cation : He ls for the priviledges, | bur appretiiares nor the 
the perſon of Chriſt . Hedivides the offices and benefits - 
of Chrift, This is an erronr in the foundation; Whoſa 
loveth life, let him beware here, *ds an undoing miſtake 
of which you have been ofren warned, an4 yer none more 


common. Jeſus is a ſweet name, bur men Jove not the 


Lord Jcſaz io ſincerity, Epbeſ. 6, 24, They will not bave 
him as God offers, To be « Prince and & Saviorr, Atts. + 
$,31. They divide what God hath joyned, the King and 
the Prieſt: Yra, they will not accept the ſalvation of ' 
Chrift, as he intends It; -they divide it here, Every 
man's yote 1s for ſalvation from ſaffering, but they deſire © 
not tO be ſaved from finning ; they wovld have their live 
£5 ſaved, but withal, they would have their faſtz, Yeag 
many divide here again , They would be content to have 
ſome of their (ins deſtroyed, ' but they cannot leave the 
lap of Dalilab, or divorce the brloved Herodias, They 
cannot becruel ro the right eye, . or right hands the 
Lord muſt pardon them in this thing, -2 King,” 5. 18. Oh 
be iofinitely render here; your ſouls lle upon ir, The + 
ſound Gonvert takes a whole Chriſt, and takes him for 
all intents and purpoſes, without cxceptions, without lie 
mirations, withour reſerves, + He is willingco have Chiift 
upon hls terms, upon any terms. He: is willlog of the 
dominion of Chriſt,'' as well as deliverance by Chrifts 
he falth with Pazl, Lord, what wilt thex bave me todo ? * 
Atts;” 9. 6, Any thing, Lord. He ſends the blank ro 
cn toſet down hls own Conditlags, Aﬀs. 2, 37. and * 
16, 30. 
The leſs Principal 3s the Lews, Ordinences and Ways of * 
Chriſt, - The heart that was once againſt theſe,- and couli 
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mor endure the ſiri&nets of theſe bonds, the ſeverity of 
thele ways, Bow falls in love with them, and chuſes then 
a5 frs rule and guide for ever, Pſei/m. 11g, nl. 12. 
F Four thivgs ( | obſerve ) God doth work in every 
found Tonverr, with reference rothe Laws and ways of 
Chrift, by which you may come to know ycar eftares, if 
you will be faithfull ro your own fouls; and therefore 
kcep your eycs wpon your hearts as you go along. 

Is Tit Judgment 3s brought to approve of them, end  fub- 
ſeribe tothem as moſt righttous and moſt rexſontble, Plai? 
119: 112, 128; 137; 138, The mind s brought to like 
the ways of God, and the corrupt. prejudices that were 
ence axzainſt them, at unreaſonable, and Intolerable, are 
now remored: The waderſtanding afſſents to them all, as 
boiy, jafi; and good, Row. 7. 12; How Is David rakcn 
ep. wittrtheſe excellencles of Gods Laws How doth te 
expariatc in-thelr praiſes both trom their inherent queli- 
rles;, and admirable cft«ts;, Pſaimn;- 19: 8, 9, 10; 


There-is-2a twofold jadgment--of the underflanding z 
Jadieinm ublelutom; &- comparetym, The abſolute jud 
ment iz, whcoa-maen rhicks ſuch a courſe beſt in the ge- 
neral, bur not for him , or not under the preſent circum» 
ſtancez: he is in; pro bic, & nxnc. Now a godly man's 
jedgment is for the ways of God ; that nor only the. abſo» 
lute but comparative judgmentz- be thinks them. -nor only 
beſtin gencral, but beſt for him : He looks upon the rules 
of R-ligion; not only as tolerable, but. defirablez yea 
more defirablethan gold, fine gold z3-yea, much fine gold, 
Pal, 19; 10. 

His jud gmenrs are ſctledly determined, that *cis beft ro 
be. holy, that *» bet co be ſir, that icls fo it (elf the 
woſ}-cj\pile-courſe 3; and that 'cls for-bim- the wiſeſt ard 
moft rational, and deſirable choice, Hear the godly man's 
judgment, 1 now, 0 Lord, thet-thy judgments are right 
1 love thy commandments abovegold ; 12a above Ent gold. I 
efieem- all thy precepts , concerning «ll things, to be rights 
aud 1 5a;2-every falſe way, Plal. 119. 127; -123: Maik, he 
did 2pprove of all chat God r: quired, ard di{allowed of all 
that he forbad 3; Rightrous 01.074, and whright are thy 
Jad gn. Thy teſtzmonies .thet ghex.. haſt commanded ane 
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rightedus and very ſaithſull. Thy word is true from the bra 
ginning, and tvr'y one of thy righteous judgments enduretly 
for ever, Plal. 119. 86; 160, 162, 163, Sce how read. 
ily and fully he ſubſcribes ; he declares his aſſent and con» 
ſent ro ir, and all and every thing therein conralned, 

2. The deſire of the heart is to bnow the whole mind of 
Chriſt, Pal. 119, 124+ 125, 162. and 25. 4+ - 5. He 
would not -haye one fin ungiſcovered, nor be ignorant of- 
one duty required, *Tis the natural and earficit breath» 
ing of a ſavQificd heart : Lord, if there he any way of wich; 
edneſs in mt, do then diſcover it, What 1 hnow not, teach 
thou me, and if | bave dent iniquity, I will do it nomore. Thy 
unſonnd is willingly ignorant, 2 Pet. 3, $- loves not to 
come to the light, Jobs 3. 20, He r willing to keep- 
ſach or ſuch # {in, and therefore Is loth to know it ro be a 
fin, and will not let in the light at that wivudow, . Now 
the gracious heart is willlng to know the whole latitude 
and compaſs of his Maker's law, Pſai. 119. 18. 19, 275 
33, 64, 65, 68, 78, 108, 124. He receives with all acs 
ceptailon the word that convinceth him of any duty thar 
he knew nor, or minded not before, or diſcovered any fit 
that lay hid before, Pjal.119. 11. 

2. The free and reſolved choice of the will is determined 
for 8be ways of Chrifl, before a{l the pleaſures of fin, and proſe 
perities of the world, Plal, 19, 103. 129, 162. His con, 
ſcnc is not Extorted by ſome exiremity of avguilh, nor is fe 
only a ſudden and hafly reſolve, but he iy deliberately 
purpoſed;z and comes off freely in the choſce, Pſal. 17, 3 
and 219, 30. True, the fleſh will rebel, yerthe prevalla 
Ing part of bls will i; for Chrift's laws and © goverment : (o- 
that he takes them not vp as his tcil or burthen bug hls 
bliſs, 1 oh: 5. 3. Pal. 119. 6o 72. When the unſanttl= 
fied goes in Chritt ways, as in chains and fetters, he doth 
them Daturally + Pſal, go. 8, Jer. 31. 33, and counts 
Chriff's lawhis liberty, Pſel. 119. 32. 45. Jem I. 25 
He is willing in the beaxties of boiin:ſs, Plal, 110. 3..and 
hath this laſepera-le mark, That be bad rather ( if be 
might have his choice ) livea firl& and holy life, then the 
molt proſperoxs end flouriſhing life inthe world, 1 Sam. 10, 
25. T bye went with Saul « band of mes whoſt  bearts God 
v4440x6hta,, When Gad toucheth the hearts of his yo 
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{ len, they preſently follow Chrift, X4«:t. 4. 22, and ( tho 
drawn ) do freely run after him, Cant. 1+ 4. and wil= 
liogly off:r themſelves to the ſcrvice of the Lordz 2 Chron, 
9. 16. ſecking him with thetr whole defire, Z Chron. 15. 
1s Fear hath its uſe z but this j4 noc the main Spri:'g 
of Motion witha ſen Rifi:d hearr, Chriſt keeps not his 
S$nbj:& in by force, but is King of a willing people. They 
are ( through his grace ) freely reſolved for his (ſervice, 
and do it out of choice, not as ſ]:;vcs, but as the Son or 
Spoule, from a Spring of Love, and a Loyal Mind. In 
a Word the Liwvs cf Chrift are the ,Converts Love, Pſel. 
119. 159, 163, 169, deſire, v. 5. 20, 40 delight, v. 
77. 92, 103. 111. 143, 43d continual fiudy, v. $9, 79, 
Pſalm. I, 2, 

4. The bent of bis conſe is direfled to ktep Gods Stath'ts, 
Pſel. 119. 4. 8, 167. 168. *'Tis the daily care of hl 
lifero walk with God, He ſecks great things: he h#th 
noble defigns, though he fall roo ſhort, He alms at no- 
thing leſs than perfeion, he deſires ir, he reaches after Ic, 
he would norreſt in any pitch of grace , till he were 
. Quite rid of fin and had perfeRed holineſs, Phil. 3+ 11, 12, 
13, 14 

=. the Hypocrires rotrenneſs may be diſcovered. He 
deſires holineſs ( asone well ) only as a Bridge to Hea» 
ven, and enquires earneſtly, whar Is the Jeaft that will 
ſerve his turn; and if he can get bxt ſo much a» may juſt 
bring him to Heaven, this is ail he cares for. Eur the 
ſound Convert defires holine(s for holineſs ſake, Pſel. 119. 
97, Mit. 5. 6. and not only for Heaven #ſake, He would 
not be ſathified with ſo much as might fave him from Hel), 
but deſices the higheſt pitch, Yet defires are not e- 
nough. What is thy way and thy courſe? fs the 
drif: and fcope of thy liſe altered ? Is holineſs 
thy trade, and religion thy bufinels ? Row. 8. 1. 
Mat. 25. 16, Phil. 1. 20, IH not, thou art ſhort of ſound 
Converfion, 

Application, And is this, that we have- deſcribed, the 
Ccaverſion that is of abſolute neceffity ro ſalvation ? Then 
be informed, 1. Thar ſtralt is the gate and narrow the 


way that leadeth -unto life, 2+ . That there be but po 
that 
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that find fr. 3. That there js 'nced cf a divine power, 


 ſaviogly roconvert a finner to Jeſus Chriſt, 


Again , then he exhorted:, O man that readeft, rg 
turn in upon thine own ſelf, Whar ſaith Conſcience ? 
Doth Ir not begine to blire ? Doth ic not twitch thee az 
thou goeſt? Is this thy judgmen', and this- thy choice, 
and this thy way; that we have deſcribed ? If ſo, then'ds 
well, But doth not thy heart condemn thee, and tell 
thee, there is ſuch a fin thou Ilveſt in, ageinft thy Con» 
felence ? D>ath fr not tell thee, there 13 ſuch and ſuch a 
ſecret way of wickedneſs, that thon makeſt no bones of? 
Sach or ſuch a duty, that thou makeſt no conſclence 
of ? 

Doth not Conſcience carry thee to thy cloſer, and tell 
thee how ſeldom prayer 2nd reading is performed there ? 
Doth it not carry thee to thy family, and ſhew thee - the 
charge of God, and the fouls of thy children: and ſervants, 
thatbe negle&ed there? Doth not Conſcience lead thee to 
thy ſhop, thy trade,and tell thee of ſome miſtery of Inls 
quity there? Doth It not carry thee ro the Ale» ſhop, or to 
Sick ſhop, and round thee In thine ear for the looſe comz 
pany thou keepeſt there, the precious time thou miſſpen- 
deſt there, for the talents of God. which thon throweſt 
down this fink, for thy gaming, end thy willing ? ee. 
Doth it vot carry thee Into thy ſecret chamber, and read 
thee a curtain leQure? 

O Conſclence, do thy duty: In the name of the livin 
God I command thee, diſcharge thine cffice. Lay hol 
opon this fioner, fall upon him, arreſt him, appreherd 
him, vndeceive him, What ! Wilt thou flatter and ſooth 
him, while he lives io his fins? Awake, O Conſcience ; 
What meaneft thon, O ſleeper? What ! Haſt thou never 
a reproof in thy mouth ? What ? Shall this ſou] die fohlfs 
careleſs negle& of Gad and Eternity, and thou altogether 
hold thy peace ? What! Shall he go on fill in his tref- 
paſſes, and yet have peace? Oh, rouſe up thy ſelf, 'and 
do thy work. Now let the preacher in the boſom ſpeak; 
Cry aloud , and fparenot , lifcup thy voice like a trum- 
per; let not the blood. of this . ſoul. be required art chy 


handy, | 
CHAP, 
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CHAP, HE of the Neceſſity of Converſcon; 


TFT may be, you arc ready to ſay, What meaneth this 
fiir? And are apt to wonder why | follow you with + 
ſuch earnefine(s, (IH rioging one leſſon in your ears, That 1 
you ſhoxld repent, and be converted, Acts, 24 19. Bar { &< 
mult ſay untoy ou. as Kuthro NED. Intreat me nt is leave j 
508, 107 to turn aſrde from following after you, Ruth. 1. 16, | © 
Were ſta matrer of tndifferency, I would never keep ſ@ ©: 
much ado : Might you be ſaved 23 you-be, I wou'd gladly | 
let alone, But would-you nor have me (olicſtous for you, 
when I lee you ready to periſh ? As the Lord liveth, 
before whom { am, I hive not the leaft hopes to ſee. one 
of ygur faces in heaven, except yau be converted; 1lutter- 
ly:deſpzlr of your ſalvation, except: you will be prevalled 
with to turn throughly, and give up- your ſelves ro God 
, in:holineſs and newneſs of life, Hath God (aid, Except you 
be born ag&in, 10k cannot ſe? the kingdom of God, Jah. 3. 3. 
audyert do you wonder why your Minifters do fo plainly 
travail in-birch withyou ? Think fr nor firange, that 7 
| - am carneſt with you tofollow after hollneſs, and Jorg to 
ſee the image of God upon you ; Never did any, for ſhatl' 
any ener Imoheaven by any other way but this, The | 
converſion deſcribed, Is nor an high pitch of ſome taller 
Chriitians ; but every ſou] that is faved,, paſſeth this anf- 
verſa! change. 
It was a pallage of the noble Romey, when he wzs haſt- 
ing with cora to the City In the famine, and the Mariner; 
were loth to fer ſail In foul weather, Necrf rium oft nevi- 
gere, non eff neceſiarium vivere ; Our voyage is of mire ne« 
cefſity than our lives. Whar is ic thet-thou doſt account ne» 
ceflary ? Is thy bread neceſſary ? [s thy breath neceſſe- \ 
ry? Then thy converſion Is much more neceſſ:ty. Indeed 
this is the 41x” neceſſer2um the one thing neceſſary. Thine 
eftare is nor neceſſ::y ; ron «mayeſt ſell all. for the pear! 
of grear price, and yet be a gainer by the purchait, Mat. 
13: 45; Thy lite 1s not neceſſary ; thow mayeſt parc with 
Ic tor Chrif}, ro infinite advantage, Thine cfteem is nor 
neceſſary ; thou mayefſ? be reprozched for the name of 
Chiiſt, and yet happy; yea, much more happy in 're= 
| proach 


, mp — 


—" # __ me”  . —_ 9» w, on 


The Ntceſſoty of Conver ſoon. at 

proach, than In repute, x Pet, 4. 4. Het, 5. 10, 11. Bur 
thy converſion is neceſſary, rhy/ damnation hes upon its | 
And isit not needfu! in ſ(oimpogrante a caſe to look about 
thee? Upon this one polar depetnds ray making,or marring, 


- toall ecernhty. 


F, 


Bu: 1 (hal more prrtſcalarly ſh:w the neceſſity of con 
ycrfion fn five things; for whheurt this, 

1 Thy Bring is in vain, Is It not pity thou ſhouldſt be 
gaod for nothive, an unproficable burden of the earthy & 
wart or wen In the body of the univerſe? Thus thou art, 


 whilſt-unconverted 3; for thon canft not anſwer the end of 


thy Being, Is it noc for the divine pleaſure rhou art and 
were created & Rev: 4:11. Did not he meke thee for hin» 


Y ſelf? Prov; 16:4, Art thou a man, and haſt thou-reaſon? 


Why then berhiok thy ſelf, why and whence thy Being 1s? 


* Bchol4 God's workmanſhip in thygbody, and aſk thy felf, 


To what end did God rear this fabrick ? Conſider the noble 


| ficultles of thyheaven-born ſoul; To what end did Godibes 
| flow theſe excellencles ? To no other end than thit thong” 


ſhouldfipleaſe thy ſelfgand gratifie thy ſenſes?Did God ſend 
men like the Swallows foto the world, onlyto gather a few' 
ticks and dler, and build their nefts, ad breed up thefr 
young, and then away? The very Heathens could ſee far» 
ther than this. Art thou ſo fearfully and wonderfully 
made, Pſe/m 139, 14 aud doft thou nor yer think with thy 
ſelf, ſurely it was for ſome more noble and raiſed end? 

O'man ! ſer thy reaſon a little In the chair, 1s It not 
piry ſuch a'goodly fabrick ſhould be raiſed in vain ? Ve« 
rily, thon art in yain, except thou art for God : Better 
thou hadſt no Being, than not to be for him, Would(t. 
thou ſerve thy end? Thou muſt repent, and be con- 
_ ? Without thls, thow art to 18 purpoſe 3 yea to bad: 
puypoſe. 

Firſt, To no prrpsſt. Man unconverted, is like a cholce 
Inftramenr, that hath every firing broke, or out of tune; 
the Spirit of the liviog God muſt repair and rune It by the 
grace of regeneration, and (weerly move ir by the p.wer 
of actuating grace, or elſe thy praycrs will be bat howllngs, 
and all thy ſervices will mike no muſick in the cars of the 
molt Holy, Eph. 2.10, Phil, 2. 13. Hof. 7. 14+ 1/45. 1, bs; 

Al 
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All thy powers and copy are ſo corrupt in thy va= 


- tural ſtate, that excepr) thou be purged from dead 
works, thon canſt not ſerve the living God, Heb 9.14, 
Tit. l.ls, 

An unſanftified man cannot work the work of God, 
* 1+ He bath noskill in it ; He 13 altogether as vrſkiliul fin 
the work, as io the word of righteouſneſs , Heb; 5: 13. 
There are great myſteries, as well in the praRtices as prin. 
Ciples of godlineſs; now the unregenerate knows not the 
myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, Met. 13. 11. 1 Tim. 3+ 
16 You may as well expe& him that never learn'd the 
Alphaber,to ready or look for goodly Muſick on the Lute, 
- from onethart never ſer his hand ro an Ioftrument, as that 
a natural man ſhould ;do the Lord any pleaſing ſervice 2 
He muſt firſt be ravght of G2d, Jobn 6, 45. taught to pray, 
Luke 11. 1. ravght ro profit, 1/4i, 48 17 taught to go, Heſ. 
1, 3. or elſe he will be utterly ata loſs, ] 2. He bath 
n ireetk for 3; now wack fy his heart? Exth, 16, 30, 
He is preſently rricd. The Sabbath, What a wearineſs 14 
It? Mal. 1. 13. He is without firength, "Rem. 5.6. 
yea flaik dead In fin, Epheſ. 2. 5, ] 3 He hath ne mind 
to it, He deſires nor the knowledge of God's ways, 7ob, 
2T. '4- fe doth not know them, and he doth not care to 
know them, Pſe/. 82, 5, He knows not, neither will 
heunderſiand |] 4. He bath neither due inflruments, nor 
© materials for it. Aman may as well hew the M:irble with» 
Out tools, or lIimn without colours or Inficumenets, or 
build without wateclals, as perform any acceptable ſervice 
without the graces of the Spirit, which are both the maz 
terials and the infirements in the work, Alns-givlog is oor 
a ſervice of God, bur of vain glory, unleſs dealt forth by 
the hand of divice love, What Is the prayer of the lips 
without grace io the heart, but the carcaſe without the 
life ? What are all our confections, unleſs they be the ex» 
ereiſes of godly ſorrow , and unfeigned repentance ? 
What our petitions unleſs an|mated alla long with holy 
defires, and faith jo divine! attributes and promiſes ? What 
our praiſes and thanksgivings, unleſs from the love of 
God,and a holy gratitude, and ſenſe of God's mercies in 
the heart ? So that a man may as well cxpe the trecs 


ſhould ſp:ak, or look for Logick from the Brutes, or 
, motion 
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The Neceffty of Conver fron. 4? 
motion from the dead, as for /any ſervice holy and #c- 
ceptable ro God, from the { nnconverted; When the- 
=_—_ is evil, how can the fruit be good ? Matth, 9, : 
IS, L 
Secondly, To bad purpoſe, The unconverted ſoul Ia 
very cage of unclean birds, Rev. 18. 2. a ſepulchre full 
of corruption and rottenneſs Mat, 23. 29. 4 loathſome 
carcale full of crawling worms, and ſending forth a heb 
liſh and noifome ſavour in the nofirils of God, Pſal. 14. 3+ 
O dreadfoll caſe! Doftthou nor yer ſee a change to be 
needfull? Would it not have grieved obe, to have 
ſcen the golden cooſecrated vefſels of Gods Temple tur- 
ned into quaſfing bowls of drunkennc(s, and polinted with 
the Idol's ſervice? Pan, 5. 2, 3- Was it ſuch an 
bomſnation unto the Jews when Antiochss ſetup the plRure 
ofa Swine at the entrance of the Temple? How much 
more abominable then would It have been to havehad the 
very Temple it ſelf curned into a ſtable,or a ſty,and ro have 
Lo 1315 of Holles ſeryed like the houſe of Beejz to have 
the Image of God taken down,and be rarned inte a draught- 
houſe ? 2 King. 6. 29. This is the very caſe of the une 
regenerate : All thy members are twrned into Infiraments 
of unrighteouſneſs 3 Rem. 6 19, ſervants of Satin; and 
thy Inmoft powers into recepracles of uncleanne(s, Eph, 
2. 2: Tit, 1. 15, Youmayſee the goodly gueſts with- 
Io, by what comes owr. For #xt of the heart proceed evil. 
thoxghts, merders, adulterits, fornications, theſts,. falſe 
witneſs, blaſphemiets, &c. This black guard diſcovers 
what a hell there js wi:chln. 

O abuſe unſafferable ! to ſee a heaven-bornioul abaſed 
to the filchieſt drudgery; to ſce the glory of God's crea- 
tion, the chief of the ways of God, the Lord of the Un{« 
verſe, a-lapping with the prodigal at the trough, or lick- 
ing up with greedineſs the moſt loathſome vomit. Was 
ir ſuch a lamentation to ſee thoſe that did feed delicately 
ro fir deſolate In the Airecrs 5 and the precious ſons of $3+ 
0n, comparable to fine gold, to be eſteemed as earthen 
pitchers; and thoſe that were cloathed In ſcarier to em» 
brace dunghils ? Lem.4-2, 5. And is ir not much more 
fearfall, to ſee the only thing that hath” Immortalky In 


this lower world, and. carries the ſtanip of God, to be- 
| come | 


44 7be Neceſſity of, Conwer fron; 
come as a veſſe] wherein there is no pleaſure, Jer. 22. 28. 
, ( which Is bur a modeſt exhrefſion .of the veſſc] men pur 


to the moft ſordid uſe ),O indignity intolerable ! Bercer 


thou wert daſhed jina thouſand pieces, than continue to 


be abaſcd to (o filthy a ſervice, 

It. Not oxly man, but the wholt wiſchle creation is in 
V4in withoxt this, Beloved, God hath made all the viſible 
creatures in heaven and carih for the ſervice of man, 
and manonly js the (pokeſ man for all the reſi; Man 
is in the univerſe, like the rongue in the body, which 
ſpeaks for all the members. [The other creatures cannar 
praiſe their Maker, but by dumb figns and hints ro man, 
that he ſhould ſpeak for them. Man Is, as it were, the 
High Preift of God's creation, to. offer the ſacrifice of 
praiſe for all his fellow creatures, Pſcl. 147, and 1489. 
and 150. The Lord expeReth a tribute of praiſe from all 
his works,  Pſc/. 103, 22+ Now all the reſt. do bring in 
thelr.tcibuce ro man, and pay ir in by his hand, _ So then 
If man be ſalſe, and faichleſs, 2nd ſelfiſh, God Is. wron- 
row all, and fhall have no. ative glory from his 
WOT Ki. 

...O dreadful thought to' think' of ! _ That* God ſhould 
bulld ſach a world as this, and lay out ſuch infiire power, 
and wiidom, and godnels thereupon, and allin vain; and 
} man fhovld be guilty ar laft, of robbing and (polling him 
| of the glory of all. Oh thipk of this ! while thou arr 
* mnconverced, all the offices of the ctearures ro thee are 
in vain: Thy meat nourifhes thee fn vain, the Sun 
holds forth his |jght ro the ſo valn ; the flars, that ſerve 
thee In their courſes by their mo(t powerfull, through hide 
den influence, Jxdg. 5. 20, Ref, 2. 21. 22. doit in 
vaſn; thy cloathes warm thee in vain; thy beaſt carries 
thee in vain: In'a word, the unwearled labour, and con» 
tinual travel of the whole Creation ( as to thee ) is In 
vain. The ſervice of all the creatures, that drudge for 
thee, and yeild forth rheir firength unto thee ) that 
therewith thou ſhouldſi (ſerve their Miker ) is all but loft 
labour. Hence rhe whole Creation groagcth under the #- 
buſe of this unſanRified world, Row, 8 23. that pervert 
them to the ſervice of their luſts, quite contrary 1o the 
veiy end of thelr Belong, Ui 
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nl. #ithout this, thy Religion is in vain, Jam. 1. 26. 
All thy religious performances will be bur loſt 5 for they 
can neither pleaſe God, Rom. 8. 8. nor ſave thy ſoul, r. 
Cor. 13+ 2, 3, which are the very ends of Religion. Be 
thy ler vices Bever ſo (pecious, yer God harh no pleaſure 1n 
them, Iſe, 1, 14. Mil. 1. 10. Is not that man's caſe dreads 
ful, whoſe ſacrifices are #3 murder, and whoſe prayers oh 
a breath of abomioation ? Iſs, 66. 3. Prov. 28, 9. Mi- 
ny, ander convidions, thick they will ſet upon mending, 
and that a few prayers 704 alms will ſalve all again : Bur * 
alas, firs! while your hearts remain unſandiified, your du-' 
tes will not paſs, How punQval was Febx? and yet all 
was rejeRed, becauſe his heart was not upright, 2 Kin.1no, 
wich Hoſ. 1. 4 - How blameleſs was Pax! ? and yer, be- 
Ing unconverted, all way but loſs, Philip. 3+ 6, 7. Men 
think they do much in attending God's ſervice, and are 
ready ro twit him with ir, I/e. $8. 3. Matth, 7. 22. and 
ſet him down ſo much their debror, whenas ( their per» 
ſons being unſanRified ) their duti:s cannot be accepted, 

O fcoi! Do nor thiok, when thy fins purſue thee, a lit- 
tle preylog acd reforming thy conrle,” will pacifie Ged 2 
Thou muſt begſo with thine heart; If that be not renewed, 
thou carift vo more pleaſe God, than one that having un- 
{peakably cftcnded thee, fhould bring thee his yomlt In a 
diſh to pacific thee ;z or having fallen into the mire, ſhould 
think with his loathed embraces to reconclle thee. 

Itis a great wiſery to labour in the fire. The Poets 
could not invent a worſer hell for $iſyphxs, than to be get» 
ting the barrel fti]] vp the hill, ard rhenthar ir ſhould pre- 
ſently fall down again, and renew his labour. God threat- 
ebs ir as the greateſt of temporal judgements, that they 
ſhoald build and not ſnhablr, plane and nor gather, and 
their labours ſhould be eat vp by ſtrangers. Dexe, 28« 30, 
33, 39, 41. Is irſogreat a miſery to loſe our common 
labours, to ſow in vaſn and build in vain? How wuch 
more to loſe our pains Ir Religion, io pray, and hear,and 
faſt in vain? This is an vndolvg avd eternal loſs. Be nor 
deceſved, if thou goeſt on in thy (inful ſtare, though thou 
fhouldfi ſpread forth thine hands, God will hide his eyes 
tho*chon make many prayers, he will not hear, 1ſe. 1. 153 
If a man without zkill ſer about our work, and-marr ir = 
tne 
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tie doing, tho'he rake much pains, w 
ſmall rh-pki. God will be worſhipped after the due or- 
.der, 1 Chron. t5« 13. It a ſeryant do our work but quite 
|. contrary to our order, he ſkill have rather ficipes than 
| pralle. God's work muſt b: done according to God's 

' miad, or he will nor be pleaſed 3 and this cannot be, ex-+ 
cept ft b: done with a huly heart, 2 Chron. 25. 2: 

IV. W:thoxt this, thy bypts art in vain, Job. 8. 12, 13, 
- The Lord bath rejeffed thy confidence, Jr. 2 37. 

F «it, Thy hopes of comfort bere are in vain, 'Tis not only 
necefſacy to rhe ſafety, but comfort of your condition thar 
you he converted : without this, you ſhall nor know peace, 
Je $9. 8. Without the fear of God, you cannot have the 

'| coatorts of the Holy Ghoſt, A#. 9 31 God ſpeaks peace 

only to his people, and to his Stats, Pj4l. 85. 8. If you 
| have a falſe pexce, continulog in your fins, "(ds not of 
Go1's (peaking, and chen you may gueſs the Author, Sln 
Is a ceal fickac(s, Iſe: 1:5. Yea, the worſt of lickne(s; *<| 

a leprofic ia the h:ad, Lev. 13. 44. the plague In the 

heart, 1K ng; 8 38. *is brokenaacis in the bones, Pſel; 51; 

8, it pic:c<th, it woundeth, ir rzcketh, it tormenterhy 

1 Tim: 1::0 A man may av well cxpc& caſe, when his 

diſcaſes are in thelr (ircagch, or his boncs our of joint, as 

true comfort, while in his fins, 

O wreiched man, that canft have no caſe in this caſe, bur 
what comes from the deadliceſs of the dilcaſe! You ſhall 
have the poo: fi.k min, ſaying io his lightneſs, he ts well, 
when yeu fee dea:hin his face; he will needs op, and a- 
bauc his buſin:ſs, when the very nexc licp 1s ike ro be Into 
the grave. The unlanRificd of en lee nothing amiſs, they 
thi:ik themſelves whole, and cry not out for the Phyfici- 
an 3 bur this ſh:ws the danger of their caſe. 

Sin dath oarurally breed diftempers avd difiurbances in 
the ſoul. Wrnat « continual rempeſt and commotion is 
thece in a diſcog ented mind ? What an eating evil is {n+ 

 ordidate care} What is paſſion, bur a very fever in the 
mind? What is luſt, but a fire in the bones ? What is 
pride, bur a deadly tympany 3 of covetouſnel(s, but an 
naſaciable and uotufferable thirſt, or malice and cavy, but 
venoame in theyery heare ? Spiricua! Noth Is but a Scurvy 
In the mlad, and carnal Sccurity a morial Lethargy; _ 

ow 
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pr, 
how can that ſoul have true C:mfort, that 1s under 


ſo many diſeaſes ? but copverting grace cures, and 
{o cales the mind, and prepares the ſoul for a ſettled, 
ſtanding, Immortal pexce. Grret peace bave they that love 
thy Commandments, and nothing hell offend them. Plal. 119, 
165. They are the ways of witom that affor4 pleaſure 
and peace, Prov: 3: 15. David had jvfinitely more pleto 
ſure in the Word, than in all rhe delights of his Court, 
Pſel: 119: 103, 129. The Conſcience cannot be truly packs 
ficd, til ſoundly purified, Heb: 10: 22. Curſed Is that 
peace, that is maintained ina way of fin, Dext. 29: 19, - 
20 Two ſorts of peace are more to be dreaded, than all 
the troubles in the world;peace with fin, and peace in fin, 
Secondly, Thy bopes of falvation hereafter are in vaing 
yea, worſe than in vain; they are moft jojurious to God, 
moſt pernicious to thy ſelf ; There 1s death, deſperation, 
blaſphemy In the bowels of this hope. 1. There 3s death 3 
it, Thy confidence (hall be rooted ont of thy tabernecles ( God 
willup with fr, roor and branch ) it ſhell bring thee to the 
King ef rerrors, Job. 18-14. Tho*' thou mayeſt lean upon 
this houſe, ir will nor ftand, Feb. 8. 15. but will prove 
Ike a ruinous building, which when a man trufis to, lt 
falls down avout his cart, 2. Therezs deſperation in its 
Waere is the hope of the hypocrite, when God tebts away his 
fax ? Job, 29, 8 Thenthere Is an end for ever of bls bope, 
Inteed, the hope of the righteous hath an end; bur then 
"cs nor adeſtiuRive, but a perfcRive end 3 his hope ends 
In fruttlon, oth< rs iv fruſtration. Prev. 10. 28. The god- 
ly wa" ſay ar death, It z5 finiſh'd ; bur the wicked, 1t is 
periſhed 5 and In roo (ad ea ne't brmoan himſelf, ( as Fob 
In a mittake,) Where now is my hope ? He bath deRiroyed me, 
1 om gont, and my hope 1s removed like & tree. Jb. 19+ 10, 
The righteous bath hope in bis diath, Prov, 14 3: When 
nature is dying, his hopes are I'ving;z when hls body Is 
l-nguiſhing, his hopes are fl-vriſhing ; hls hopt Is a living 
hope, 1 Pet. 1 3. G15 £ATS4 Loggy bur others a dy» 
Ing, veaa damning (uy: un 10144% 10Pe, When « wich'd 
men dyeth (his 'x1+ftation ſhall pe rſh, and tbeliogs SUE 
men periſheth P--'y; 10. 9, It ſhell be cut off, and prove 
like che Spzder's web. Job; 8: 14; which he (plos ont of his 
own bowels; but then comes death whh the broom, . 
LaKcesh 
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Makes down aſl, and ſo theres anetcroal end of kis confi- | T! 
-. dence wherein he truſte?. For the eyes of the wicked (hell | ® 


fail, and their bope ſhall be es tht gtving up of tht ghoſt, Job uf 
11: 20, Wicked men are ſettled in their carnal hope,and ty 
will not be beaten our of ft ; They hold ir faft, they will bl 
. Hot let Ir go, Yea, bur death will knock cﬀ their fing- 
ers; though we cannot undecelve them, death and judge y fr 
ment will; When deaih firikes his dart through thy liver, dC 
It will ler out thy ſoul, and thy hopes together, The un- 
ſanctified have hape only in this life, 1 Cor, 15, 19; and 


therefore are, of all men, moſt miſerable. When death |} YC 
comes, jt lers them ovr into the amazing gulf of endleſs | U* 
deſperation, 3. There #5 blaſphemy in it. To hope we ſhall F' ©! 
* * be ſaved, thovgh coninuicg unconverted, Is to hope we m 
ſhall prove God alizr, He hathtold you, that ſo merci- ni 
ful and fo pltiful as he is, he will never ſave you notwith= Cc 


NFianding, if you go on In ignorance, or a courſe of un- | 
righteouſneſs, J/c: 29:11: 1 Cor; 6:9, Taa word, he hath | 
told you, that whatever you be, or do, nothing ſhall avail | 
you to (zlyarion, without you be new creatures, Gel: 6315, )» 
Naw, to ſay God Is merciful, and we hope he will ſave us 
nevertheleſs, is to ſay, In effe&, We hope God will nor 
do as he falth, We may nor ſet God's Artribures at vart- 
ance: God Is reſolved to glorifie mercy, but not with the 
prejuilce of truth; as the preſamptaous finner will fivd, 
to his everlaſting ſorrow. 

Objece; Why, bur we hope In Jeſus Chriſt, we pur our 
whole truſt In God and therefore doubt not bur we ſhall 
be laved. 

Arnſ: 1. This is not to hope in Chrifl, but againſt Chrift, 

To hope to ſee the kingdom of God, withour being born 
ap2in; to hope to figd eternal Iite in the hroad way, is to | 
hope Chiift will prove a falſe prophet. * Tis David's plea, 
T hope in thy word, Pal. 11. 81, but this hope is againſt rhe 
word. S$hew me a word of Chriſt for thy hope, that he 
will ſave thee in thine jgnorarc:, or profane negic Ri of hls 
ſervice, and I will never go to ſh:ke thy confidence. 

2. God doth with ebherrence reject this hope, Thoſe con» 
demned in the Propher, went 60 io their fins, yet ( faith 
the Text ) they will lean upod tc Lord, Mic. 311. God 
will cor endure to be made a prop to men in thelr _ : 
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The Lord rejected thoſe preſumprous finners, that wene 
on fiill fo their treſpaſſes, and yer would fiay themfclves 
upon the God of Iſrael, 1/4. 43, 1. 2, a3 a man would 
ſhake off the briars C as ove (ald well ) that cleaves ta 
his garment» ; 

3. If thy hope be any thing worth, it wii!parifie thee 
from thy fins, x Joh. 3. 3. but curſed Is that hope, which 
doth cheriſh men in their fins: 

Objeft Would you have us to deſpalr. 

Anſw. You mnſt deſpair of ercr coming to heaven as 
| You are, Aﬀ. 2: 27+ that is. while you remaln unconvere 
red. You muſt deſpalr ever to fce the face of God, withe 
* out holfneſs 3 bur you muſt by no means deſpair of finding 
mercy, upou you throug? repentance and converſion 3 
neither may you deſpair of arraining ro repentance and 
converſion, In the ule of God's means. 

V. without this, all that Chriſt hath done and ſuffered 
will be ( as to you ) in vain, Joh. 13; 8, Tit. 2, 4. 
Thar is, i: will no way avail to your falyaticn, Many urge 
this as a ſufficlent gronnd for thelr hopes, that Chrift 
died for fioners ; But I muſt rel] you, Chillt never died 
to ſave impenhitent and unconverted finners ( fo continuing) 
2 7im. 2, 19. A great Divine was wont, in his privare 
dealings with ſouls, ro atk rwo Quefitons ; x What hath 
Chrift done for you? 2, Wh:e hath Chiift wrought in 
you ? Without the application of the Spirir in r-generacion 
we can have no ſaving intereſt In the benefi 3 of redemp- 
tion: I tell you from the Lord, Chrift himicif cxnanor fave 
you, if you go on in this cftare, 

I. It were againſt bis truſt, Tie Medimor Is the Servant 
of the Father, 1/e: 42 1+ Shews h!s commitiion from himy 
aG&ts in his name, and pleads his cormand for hb j ii ifica- 
tion, Jeun1'. 18, 36. ands6. 38, 49, And God hath come 
micted all things tro him, entruſted his own glory, and the 
ſalvacton of the ele& with him, AMetth, 11: i797 John 19: 
2. Accordingly , Chriſt gives his Father an account of 
- both parts of tis eruſt, hefore he leaves the world, Feb 
173: 4s 0, 12- Now Chritit thouid quire croſs hls Fathie's 
glocy, his greateſt rruft, if he ſhould ſave men in their fins; 
for chis were ro overturn ail his counſels, and to offcr via- 
| lencetoall his actribuces. 
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60 The Nectſfty of Converſron: 
Firſt, To ovtrturn af bis connſtls:; Of which, this is the 
order, that men ſhould ve brought through tanRification, - 
to ſalvation, 2 Theſ. 2. 13. Hc hath choſen them thar they 
ſhould be holy, Epheſ, 1. 4. Theyare cleRed to paidon 
and life through ſanRificaiion. 1 Pet. v, 2, If chou canft 
repcal rhe law of God's Immutzble counſel,or corrupt him 
whom the Father hath ſealed,ro go direRly againſt his coms« 
miſſion, then, and not otherwiſe, mayeſt thouger to hea» 
yen in this condition. To hope that Chriſt will ſave the 
while unconverted, is:o hope that Chriſt will faifific he 
truſt. He never did, oor will fave one (out, but whom the 
Father hath given him in el=Qion, and draw to him in 
eftecval calling, 7obn 6. 34,37. Be z{{ured, Chritt will 
ſave none Ina way contrety te his Father's will, 7ob. 6. 38 - 
Secondly, To cfftr visltnct to all bis attribxtts: 1, To his 
Juſtice : For the rtg]:ceonireſs of God's judgment lies, in 
rendring to all eccording to thelr works, Rom. 2 5, 6. 
Now, ſhonld menſw to the fl-fh, and yer of the f(pirte 
reap everizfiing life, Gal, 6, 5, 8, where were the glory. IN © 
of divine Jufticc, ftnce jt ſhould Le given ro the wicked 
accordiliog to the work cf the righreous? 27 To bis bolie 
weſs. If God ſhauid ror orly five finners, bur (ave them 
in their ſins, his (iroft pure and fi:1& tolineſs wonld be 
exceedingly defaced. The vnianRified fs, Io the eyes of 
God's holineſs, worſe than a ſwine or viper, Mat. 23. 33« 
2 Pet. 2, 22. Now what cleanly narvre cculd endure to 
have the filthy (wine bed and board with him, in his pare 
lour, or bed-chamber ? It would offer the extreameſt vios 
Jence to the infinite purity of the divine nature, to have 
ſach to dwell with him. They cannor ftznd In bis juages 
ment, they cannot abide in his preſence, Pſal. 1.5. and 
6. 4, $+ If holy Divid world not endure ſuciz In his 
houſe, no nor in his fight, ſel. tor 3, 5, Shz) wethink 
God wlll? Should he cake men as they vefrom the trough 
tothe teble , from the harlce's lips, from the ſiy and draff, 
to the glory of hezver, the world would thick God were 
at no ſuch 2 diftarice from fin, nor had fuch difi:ke of fr, 
az we are told he hath ; They world conclade God were 
alrogether (ſuch aon* as th<mſelv:s, ( as they wickedly | 
” did, but from the ver: ſorbearance of God, Piz!. co 21.) 
3. To his veracity For God hari declared from _—_— 
G kk 
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That if any ſhell ſay, be ſhall nave peace, though be ſhoxld 


go 0% 3 the imeginetion of his beatt : bis wrath (hall ſmoak 
agtinfi that man, Deut. 29. 15, 20. Thet thty ( only )ithet 
cenfeſs and ſorſake their ſins, (ha!l fird mercy, Prov. 18.13« 
That thty that ſhall enter into his bill, mal? bt of clean bands, 
and & pxre btart, Plal. 24. 3s 4. Where were God's truth, 
if norwithſtanding all this, he ſhould bring men to ſalyatt- 
07 without converfion ? O deſperate finner, that dareft 
to hope that Chriſt will pur rhe lye upon his Father, and 
null'fie his word, to ſave thee ! 4. To bis wiſdom: For 
this were to throw away the choiceft mercies on them 
that wonld not value them, nor were any way fuired ca 
them, Firſt , They would not value them. The une 
ſanificd ſinner purs but little price upon God*s great (al+ 
vation, Matth. 22, $. He ſets no more by Chrift, than 
the whole by the Phyfician, Math 9.12. He prizeth nor 
his balm, vzlnes not hls cure , rramples vpo 1 hls blaod, 
Heb: 10+ 29, Now, Wcould it fiand with wiſdom to force 


* pardon and life upon them that would give him no thanks 


for them ? Will the all wiſe God ( wheo he hath forbid- 
den us to doit ) throw his holy things to Dogs, and hls 


pearls to Swine, that would (25 it were ) bur turn agaln, + 


and rend him, Matth, 7; 6. Tils would make mercy to 
be deſpiſed indecd, Wiſdom requires, that life be gilyen 
la a way ſuitable ro God's honour, and that God provide 
for the («curing of his own glory, as well as man's fellcity, 
It would be diſhonourabvicto God, to ſer hi: j:wels on the 
ſnours of Swine, ( continuing ſuch ) and ro beflow his 
choiceſt riches on them, that have more pleacivre in thelr 
ſwill, rhan the heavenly delights that he doth uffzr, God 
fhould loſe the praiſe and glory of his grace, if he ſhould 
caſt ir away on them that were not only goworthy, bet ng» 
willing. Secondly, they are no way (urted ro them, The 
Divine Wiſdom is {cen in ſairing things cach £2 orher, the 
means tothe end, the 0!j:& co the faculty, the quality of 
the gifr to the capacity of the receiver. Now, If Chriſt 


. ſhould bring the enregenerace {inner to heaven, he could 


take no more felicity there, than 2 beaſl, if you hinld 
bring him into a beau: Iful room, to rhe [nciety of iearncd 
mes, anda well-furvifhed ravle; whevasthe poor thing 
had much rather be grazing with his fellow-brutes, Alas ! 
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What ſhould an unſandified crezrore do in heaven! He * 


could take no content there, becauſe nothing ſults him. The 
place doth not ſuit him; he would be but piſcis in arido, 
nice onr of his elemenr, as a Swine in the parlour, or a 
fh our of water. The company doth not fait him : Whar 
communion hath darkneſs with lighr ? Corruption with 


by perfeftion? Filth and rottenneſs with glory and immor:- - 


zalicy? The employmecn: doth not (uſt him; The Anthems 
of heaven fit not his mouth, ſulc nor his ear, Canfi thou 
charm thy beaft wich mufick ? Or wilr thou bring him to 
thy Organ, and expett that he ſhould make thee melody, 
or keep time whth the $kilfal Quire? 07 had he $kill, he 


Would haver.o will ; and {o could fizd no pleaſure, no - 


More than the nauſcouz flomach in the meat, on which fr 
hath newly ſo! felecd. Spicid thy table whhdelicates, bes 
fore a [anguiſhing Paricn!, & is will be but a very offence, 
Alas! if the poor man think a Sermon Jorg, and fay of a 
Sabbath, #bat « weerireſs is it ? Mal. 1. 13, How miſer- 
able would he thipk fr, tv be held to It to all eterpity? 
Ss. To his immutebiiiiy, or e!ſt ro bis Omniſciency. or Omni= 
Potency, For this 13 enacted in the Conclave of heaven, 
/ and enrolled in the cecrees of the Court above, that none 
bur the pure in heart ell rhoer ſee God, Matth, gs. 8. This 
Is laid up with him, and fc:led among hls treaſures. Now, 
H Chriſt yet bring any to heaven unconyerted, either he 
muſt ger them io wittovt his Father's knowledge 3 and 
then where is his O:n-niſctency ? Or againfit hls will, and 
then where were his Omnipotency ? Or he muſt change 
his will, and then where were his Immurabililty ? 


Sinner, Wilt thou nor yer give up thy vain hope of be- . 
Ind ſaved in this conditlon 7 $aith Bildad, Shall the earth 


bt forſahen for thee, or tue rocks moved out of titty place ? 
Job. 18. 4. May nor I, much more, reaſon fo with thee ? 
Shall the laws of heaven be reverſed for thee? Shal the e- 
verlaſting foundztions be overcurrel for thee ? Shal Chriſt 
put out the eyc of His Father's Omnipotency, or ſhorten 
the arm of his ctertal power for thee? Shal djvine Jufilce 
be violated for thee, or the brightneſs of the glory of his 
holineſs be bl-miſhed for thee? Oh, the impotfiolility, ab» 
ſurdity,blaſphemy,that is in ſuch a confidence / Tothink 


Chiift will ever {aye thee in this conditton, Is ro make thy 
Savicur 
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Saviour to become a finacr, aud co do more wrong to the 
inftalre Majeſty, than all the wicked on ezrth, or devl's 
{nhellever did, or could: And yer wilc thou not give up 
ſuch a blaſphemous hope ? 

I. Againſt bis ward, We n*-d not fay, Who ſhell aſcrnd 
3119 braven, to bring down Curilt from a50yt? Or who (hell 
dejcend inte the deep, to bring ap Ci from btn'atht The wird 
#5 #igh xs, Rom. 10.6, 9. 8, Arcyon agreed that Ci: Vt 
{hi! end the conrove;fi-? Hor rhhen mis own words * Exam 
cept you he converted. jir ht! inns wilt enter into the k:uge 
dom of heavtn, Mat: 38: 3, You mall be barn again, Jana 
3:7: If 1 wah tire net, hon belt 10 part in me, jobn 138. 
Ripent or periſhy Lutz, 13: 3. Ore word, one would thi»k, 
were enouzh from Chr1ft; brrtow often and earneſtly 
doth he reiterate it? Perily. wirily, verily, verily, exceps 
& men yrogrn agein, te ſhell not ſee the bingdeom of Gods 
Jahn 3. 3, $: Yea, he doth not enly afſerty but yroverhe 
neceſli:y of the new bicth, viz: from the fleſhlineſs and 
filchineſs of man's firſt birth, Foun 3:6: By reaſon of whichy 
man is no more fit for heaven, than the beaſt is for the 
chamber of the King's preſence. And wilt thou yer believe * 
thine own preſumptuous confidence, &ireRly againfi 
Chriſt's words, ? He muſt go quite againſt the Jaw of hls 
Kinglom, and rule of tis Judgement, ro ſave rhee in this 
citare, 

It Ageinf bis cath, He hatli iif:ed up his hand to hee- 
yen : he hath ſworn, that thoſe that remain Inanbellef,and 
know not his ways ( that is, are ignorant of them, or dif- 
obedientto them ) ſhil nor enter into his reft, Pſal- 95;115 
Hib: 23 18. And wilt thou not yer beileys, O finner, chat 
he is 1n earneſt? Craft rhou hope he will be forſworn for 
thee ? The covenan: of grace 1s confirmed by an oath,and 
fealed by blood, Heb. 6: 17. andg. 15, 18, 19. Matth.26; 
23, bat all muſt 5* made void, and another way to heaven 
found our, if thou be ſaved, living and dying noſanRified, 
God {s come-to his loweſt and Jaft terms with man, and 
hath condeſcended as far as with honour he could, hath (eg 
up his plilers with « Ne plks ultra. Men cannot be ſeved, 
while unconwerted, except they could per another cove« 
nant made. and the whole frame of the Goſpel (which was 
eſtabliſhed for ever, with ſuch dreadful ſolemnhkiies ) quire 
Dg alterede 
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$4 
altered. And would not this be a &Giftrafted hope ? 


IV. Ag4in(i bis boxoxr. God wiil {o ſhew his Ive to 
the finner, as withal to ſh:w his harred 70 fin. Thereforc 
he that names rhe name of Jeſus muſt depart (rom Inſquiry, 
2 Tim. 2: 19. and deny 3l] urgodiine(ls: And he that * 


| Hath hope of 4ife by Chrift, moſt purine Hhimſclf as He is 


pure, 1 Fohn 3: 3: Tit. 2. 12. otherwiſe Chrift would be 
rhoughr a favonrer of fin, The Lord Jcivs wou'd have all 
rhe world ro know, thocgh he pardon (in, he will nor pro- 
re ir. If holy David hal (iy, Drpar: from me, all oe 
Workers of iniquity, Plal: 6. 8, and hai fhut the doors as 
gainit chem, Pſal, tor. 7. ſhil nor ſuch much more expeR 
It from Chrififs holineſs? Would ir be for his honour, to 
have the dogs to the table, or ro lodge rhe (#w\ne with hls 
children, or to have Abraban's boicma to be a ncft of 
vipers. 

V. Againft his offices, God hath exalted him tobe a 
Prince, and «a Saviaxr, Ats 5. 31; He ſhould 2& againft 
borh, fkouid he (aye men in their ſins, It is the office of 
a King. 


Parctre [ubjeftis, & debiiiare ſuptrbas, 


To he & ttrrour to tvil dotrs, and « praiſe to thim that do well, 
Rom: $13: 3, 4, Ht Is « miniſter of God, 4a revenger to txe- 
Exte Wrath oz him that dotth tvil- Now, ſhould Chrift 
favour the nngodly, ( (o continuing, _) ard take thoſe to 
reign with him, that wouid not that he ſhould reign over 
them, Luk? 19, 27: this were quite againſt hls cffice: He 
therefore reigns, that he may pur his enewles under his 
feer, 1 Cor. 15:25. Now, flould he lay them In his bo- 
ſom, he ſhould croſs the end of his regal power, It bes» 
longs to Chriſt. as a King, to ſubdue the hearts. and ſlay 
the lufts of his choſen, Pſe!: 45. 5; and ro. 3, What kin? 
would take the rebels, in open hoſtiiley, into his Court ? 
Whar were thi, bat to bertay life. kingdom, government, 
and all rogether ? If Chriſt be a King, he muſt have hom: 
age, honour, ſubj:Rion, &c. Mal. 1. 6, Now, to fave 
men while {n their natural enmity, were to obſcure his 
digulty, loſe his authority, bring contempt on his govrern= 
ment, and (ell his dear- bought rights for nought, 

Again, 
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Again, As Chrift fhould nor be a Prince, fo neither & 
Saviour, ifhe ſhould do this; for his ſalvation is fpirt:n« 
al: He is cailed Jeſus, becauſe he ſrwes the people trom 
thelr fins, Mat. 1:21. fo that ſhould he fave them in thelpg 
fins, he ſhould be nefther Lord, rior Jeivs, To'.ve men 
from the puniſhment, and not from tlie power of fin, were 
ro do his work by helves, and be an Imperfe& S:vionr, His 
office, as the Deliverer, is. to turn awe) wingorlin:ſs jrom Jas 
cob, Rm. 11. 25 2 ts ſent to bleſs ming in th. ning tne 
from thezr iniquities, Atﬀts 3. 26. To mike an 111 of (64, 


D+0. 9 24, $0 that ke thoule eftryy bis own deltymyand 
pulllfic his ctfices,to fayc men aliding initio anconyerre | 
eftiic, 


Application , Ariſe then: Whier meaneſt thou, O 
ſleeper? Awake, O {(ccure (inner, left thay be coMſured 
In chine iniqu!-tes, Szy, as tae Lepcis, if we ſat bere, we 
ſna!! dit, 2Ring. 7. 3, 4 Veily, It is not more certain 
thar thou art now out of lie!!, then that thou ſhil ipecdily 
be in it, except thou repent, and be converted; there is 
bur this one doar for thee to «ſcape by. Arie they, O 
ſluggard, and fhake ofi : nine excntres: How long wile thou 
ſlamber, and fold thine t3-nds co tleep! Prov. 6. 10; Me 
Wilt thou lle down in the adit of ine ſea, or f]zep on the 
top of the maſl? Prov 2g. 34. There is no remedy; bur 
thou muſt either iwro, or burn. There Is 2n untheangeable 
nceefſity of the change of thy condi:icn , excepr thon age 
reſoly:d to ab1de the worit of It, and try 1: cur with the 
Almighty. If thou loveſt thy liſe, 0 mzi, artiz and come 
avay. Methinks I ice the Lord Jclus I:ying the merciful 
haiids of an holy violence upon thee: Mcthinks he carrics 
ft 1:ke the Anzeis to Lo', Gen. Ig. 15, &c. Thin the Angels 
kaſiened Lor, ſaring, Aviſe, le] than v2 conſurncd, And while 
he lingred, the man laid ha'd won bis nends, the Lord being 
merciful unto him,” end tity brexgat bim without tne city, 
and ſaid, Eſcateſor thy life, {iuynotin ai! the pikzn, [cape 
to the moxn:4in, (1 thox b: Conſunt 2 

Oh, how wiltul will thy deftruion be, if thou Fhouliſt 
yer harden &hy telf tn thy ftafnl ftar* Bur no3 cf you can 
ſay, but you have had file warning, Yer merhinks | cannot 
tel how to !:ay: you fo: Iris not ea:ugh 10 me to have 
delivered tiny oun ſoul. What Sall I go away with=ur my 
Þ 4 c;iand ? 
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errand? Will none of you atai.e, and follow mc? Havel 


been ll this while (pz.kingro the wind? Hzve I been +4 


charming che deaf Adder, or ailaying the tambling Occan 
with argumen:s? Do I ipcak to the rrees or rocks, or 0 
men? To the roms and monuments of the dead, or to 2 
living auditory? If you be men, and not ſenſeleſs ſtocks 
ſand (iji!, and confider whither you are going; If you have 
the re:for; ard underilanding of men, Carenot torun no 
the flames, and fall into {ll with your eyes open; but be- 
- thlik your (cives, and {ir to the work of repenrance, What 
man: and yer run into the pit,whcn the very beaſts will 
not be forced in Wher, eadowed with reafon and yerdally 
With death ard hell, a:d the vengeance of the Almighty 
Are men hercin diftinguitied from the very brutes, that 
they bave no forefight of, znd c:re to provide for the 
thizgs croccme: aod will yu not Hiziten yoor eſcape from 
eternal torment? Oh, fact; vour elvis men; and let reaſon 
prevail with you: Is ir a reaſozable thing for youto 
contend agziri! the Lori, your Maker? 1ja. 45.9. or ro 
harden your fclyes againft hi: word? Fobz 9. 4. as though 
the ſtrength of 1ſ/azl would lyc? «famytg. 29 Is ft reaſc- 
nabie thit an underRanding creatare ſhould loſe, yea live 
quite againſt the very end of bis beiog,and be as a broken 
pitcher, only fi: for the dunghil? Is it tolerable, thar the 
only thing in this world that God hath made capable of 
knowlog his will, 2nd bringing him glory, ſhop14d yer live 
in ignorance of his Mifier, and be unferviceable to his 
 ufe; yea, ſhould be engaged againſt him, and (pir his 
venom in the face of his Creator? Hear, O heavens, and 
give ear. O carth, and let the cratures without ſenſe be 
Jadge, if this be reaſon, That man, when God harh nou- 
Tiſhed aud brovght him up, ſhould rebel againſt him 1ſe.1. 2, 
Judge in yoor oan ſelves: Ic is a rezfonadle undertaking, 
for bryars and thorns to (ct themſelyes In battle againſt 
the devqpring fire? 1/4. 27, 4. Or for the potſherd of the 
carthro ſtrive with his Maker? If you will ſay, this is nor 
reaſon, ſurely the eye of reaſon is quite put ont: And if 
thrs be reaſon then there is no reaſon that yon ſhould 
contirue as you be, bnifics all the reaſon In the world you 
fhould forth with repent and turn. 
What ſhall I ſay? 1 could ſpend my (elf fo this —_—_— 
| 1 
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Oh, that you would bur hearken to me ! that you would 
preſently ſer upon a new conrſe ! Will you nor be made 
clean? When ſhall it once be? What! Will no body be« 
perſuaded? Reader,ſhall I prevail with thee for one? Wilt 
thov fi: down and confider the fore- mentioned arguments, 
and debate it whether It be not beſt to turn?Come & let us 
reafon rogether: 1s it good for thee to be here; Wilt thou 
fic EI, ell che ride come In upon thee? Ts ic good for thee 
to try whſther God will be fo good as his word. and to 
herden thy felf fn a conceir, thar all Is well with thee, 
while thou remaineſt unſanRified ? 

But I know you w'll not be perſuaded, but the greateſt 
part will be as they have been, and do as they have done, 
I know the drankard will to his vomit again, and the 
deeciver will to his deceſr epaln, and the lufiful wonton 
to his dalliance again. Alas,that| moſt leave you where 
you were; in your ignorance or looſneſs, or in your lea 
leſs formality, and cuffomary devotions! However; I wif 
fit down and bemoan my frutie(s /4bours, and ſpend fome 
ſighs over my periſaing hearers, 

O di'irafted fiancrs 1! What will thelr end he; What 
will they do In the day of viſlcadtor? 17hither will they will 
fie for belp? Where will they leave tary glory? I. 0, 36 
Hou powerfully hath fin bewlrctied them? How «ff-Ruzly 
hath the God of this worfd bliaded them? Haw hong 
[Is their deluſion ? How uncircumciſed thelr cars ? 
How ohJurate their hearts? Sartzn hath chem ar hig Heck, 
But: how long may call, and can per no anſwer? [ may 
diſpute with them year after year, and they will give me 
the hearing, and that is all. They muſt and will have thelip 
fins, (ay whar 1 will: Though I tell rhem their is death in 
the cup, yer they wil rake ir up: Thongh I cell rien rg 
the bro:d way, and endeth la deficv&fon, yer raev will 
goon init; lwarn them, yercannoc wia chem, Somerimis 
1 think, the mercies of God will mzir rhem, 5:10 ns winn 
Ing {ovictations will overcome them ; Hur Tfin6 them as 
they were: Somecrimes, thar the ter:0ur of rhe Lord will 
perſazde shem; yet neither will thisdo ir. They will 
approve the Word. like the Termon, commend ihe prea- 
cher; but they will yeriive as they did. They will «6» 
deny me, yer they wili not obey me, They will flo- © +4 
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the word of God, and fir before me as hls people, and 
hear my words; but they will not do them. They value, 
and willplead for Miniſters; and Tam to them as the lovely 
ſong of one that hath a plca(znt voice; yer 1 cannot ger 
them to come under Chri/t,s yoak. Thcy love me, and 
will be ready toſay they will do any thing for me; bur for 
wy life, | cannot perſuade them to leave thelc fins, to 
forego their evil company, their intemperance, their un- 
Juſt gains, &+c. I ca:nor prevail with them to ſer up prayer 
In their families and clofers, yer they will promiſe me. 
Iike the forwzrd gon, that fald, 1 ge, Sir; bxt went not, 
Matth. 2I. zo, I cannot perſuade them to learn the Prin» 
ciples of religion, though clſe they will die withoxt knows» 
frge. Job 36. 12: I tell tiem their miſery, but they will 
Dot beliceve burcis weel enough: If | tell them particularly 
I fear for fuch rcaſons their fate Is bad, they will judge 
me ccnforious, or if they be at preſent a little awakened, 
are quickly Tull'd aflcep by Satan again, and have loſt the 
ſcn(e of all. 

Alas for my poor hearers! Muſt they periſh ar laſt by 
hundreds, when Miniſters would ſo fein fave them? What 
courſe ſhall I uſe with them, that I have not tried ?Whatr 
* hall I do for the daughter of my peopli? 7er. g. 9. 0 
- Lord God, help, Alas ! ſhiil I leave them thus? If they 
will not hear meg yer do thou hear me, Oh, that they 
Migber yer live in thy fight! Lo:d fave them, or elſe they 
periſh. My heart would melr to ſee thefr houſes on fire 
about rheir ears, when they were faſt ai{lzep In thelr beds; 
and hall not my ſoul b: moved within me, to ſec them 
faillpg fnro erdleſs perdition? Lord, have con piſſion, 
and (eve them ovt of the burving: pur forth thy divine 
power,and the woik will be done: Bur as forme, I cannct 
preval!, 


Chap. IV. Shtwing tz? Marks of the 
unconverted 


Wi: we keepalcof in generals, there is little fruſt 
to be expeaed: It is the hand-(ight that doeſt 
execution. David is not aw:ken'd by the prophet's houer- 
ics a adiſtaacc, In parabolical infinuatlon ; He is forced 
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to cloſe with him, and tell him home, Thos «rt the wan, 
Few will, in words, deny the neceſit:y of the new birth; 
bat they have a (clf.delading confidence, that the work 
Is not now to do; And becaus they know themſcives free 
from that groſs hepocrifie, that doth tzke up Religion 
merely for a colour to decelve others, and for the covering 
of wicked deſigns, they ate confident of their ſincerity, 
and fuſpe& nor that more cloſe hypocriſie ( where the 
greatefi darger lycs) by which a man decciverh his own 
ſoul, 741, 1. 26, Ba: man's diceitlu] heart 1s fuch a matiche 
leſs chear, and ſelf deluſſon, fo reigning, and fo faral a 
deſeaſe, thar 1 know not whither be the grezrer, the d!fh+ 
culty, or the diſpilceney. or the necelſity of the uns» 
deceiving work that I am now upon. Alas! For my un- 
converted heaters, th:y moſt be undecrived, vr undton?, 
But how fhall this b: efeted? Hic {2a557, hoc npus eff, 
H:Ip, O All ſearching Light ! 2:6 !er thy diſcerning 
eye diſcover the rotten foundation of the (cif deceivesg 
and lead me, O Lord God, as thon ii! thy Propher, 
Into the chambers of Imagery, 24 fo ithioveh the wall 
of finners hearts, and diſcoyer tht Hiidan 142: minations 
that are lurklog our of ſ\ghr, 3 1h: dark, Oh, (ſend thine 
Angel before me, to open the (11: dr y wards of rhetr hearts, 
as thon d{dit before Peter, ani mcke even ite fron ones 
ro fly opeo In their own acco:d, Anil as Jonathan no 
ſooner taſted the honey, bur his eyes were enightned; fo 
gran!r, O lord, that when the poor deceived funls with 
whom 1 have to do, fhill ce!t riichc eres unon the lines, 
there minds may be jlluninatcd, ani rirefr confcience 
convinced and awkened, thatethey my fee with their 
eycs, and hear with ilicir cars, ond L. converted, and 
thou maycſt heal ctH:£ wv, 
is muſt be premifi:d, Lefare we proceed to tlic di's 
corcry, Tliat iris moft certain nitn Tay hvea conirdenh 
periwafion, that their teerty ard fares be gnod, arid yer 
be uniound, Hear the truth himielf, who {h:ws tn Laod3- 
cee*'s cafe, that men may he wretched, ard miſerable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked, and yet not know It; yea, 
they may be confident they arerich,and increaſed In grace 
Rev: 3: 17: There bs « gentretion that is Pure in their own 
e9es, 4345tt is net waked from their filthineſs, Prov, 30- » 
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' 60 The Neceſſity of Converſion 
Who better perſwaded of his caſe than Pax!, while yet he 
remzined anconyerted? Rom:7: 9: So rhatthey are ml[- 
ferably deceived, thar take a ſirong copfidence, for a ſuf. 
ficicor evidence. They that have no better proof, than 
barely a ſtrong perſuaſion, that they are converted} are 
certainly as yet firangersto Converſion, 


Bur to ccme more cloſe ; As it was (aſd of the adherents + 


of Antichriſt, ſo here; ſome of the unconverted carry 
their marks in their forcheads, more openly; and ſome in 
their hznds,more covertly, The Apoſtle reckons up ſome, 
upon whom he writes the ſentence of death, as in theſe 
dreedful catalogucs, which I beſecch you to attend with all 
diligence, Eph.s, 6,6, 9 For this you know, that no whore» 


monger, nor uncleen perfon, not covetous man, who 13 an © 


Idolater, hath an inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, and 
of Gol, Ler coman Geccive you with vain words; for be« 
cauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of Ged upon the 
children of diſobedierce, Rev. 21. 8. Burt the fearful, and 


nor adul:erers, nor eff: mlaate, nor ebuſers of themſclves 
with mankind, cor thicves, nor covcions, nor druockards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhal inherir the kingdom of 
God, fre Gil. 5s 19, 29, 21. Wo to them that have theſc 
names wiltten in cheſe bed rolls : Such may know, as cerz 
tainly as if Gad had told it them from heaven, that they 
are nnfan4' fied, and under an ſmpcfſiility of being ſaved 
In 63; condition, 

There are then theſe ſeveral ſorts, thar prſt 2ll diſpnte 
arc unconvertcd ; hey carry their marks fn thelr fore. 
heads. 

1. The Uniltan, Theſe are ever reckoned amorg the 
Goats, 204 have their names, whorver be leſt them in all 
the forem.ntioved catzlogues, Epbſ, 5. 5. 21. 8, 
I Cor. $. 9, 10» 

2. Tue Covetoxs, Theſe are ever branded for Idolaters 
and the doors of che klagdom are fhut againſt them by 
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The Ntctſſity of Converſion. 6r 
name, E'beſ. 5: 5: Col. 23,5, u Cor: 6: 9, Io; 

3: Dranherds: Not only ſach as driak away their reg. 
ſon, but withal, yea, above all, ſuch as arc too firong for 
ſtrong drink. The Lord fills his mouth with woes againſt 
theſe, and declares them' to have no inheritance in the 
kingdom of God, Iſe. 5: lt, 12, 22, G«!: 5, 21. 

4: Lyers: The God that cannot lye heth cold chem, that - 
there is no place for them in his kingdom , no entrance 
fnto this hill ; but thelr portion Is with the father of lies 
( whoſe children they are ) in the lake of burologs, Pſcl. 
Is. 1, 2. Atv, 21. 8, 29. Joh 8 44 Pro. Ge 17% 

5. Swtarers. The end of rh:(c, without deep and ſpeedy 
repen'ance, Is (wift deſtrution, and moſt certain and in= 
avoidable condemnation, 7am: 5: 12: Zech: 5: 1, 2 3. 

6: Railers and Back-biters, That loved to rake up a res 
proach agzinſt thelr Nelghbour, and fling all the dirtthey 
can in hlsface,or elſe wound him ſecretly bchind his back, 
Pſel: 153 1, 33 1 Cor; 6:10 and $5: 11, 

7: Thieves: Kxtortfoners, oppreſſors, that grind the 
poor, over-rezch thelr brethren, when they have them ar 
an advantage: Theſc muſt know that God is the avenger of 
all ſuch, 1 Theſ; 4: 5: Hear, O ye falſe, and purloliniog, and 
waſteful ſervants: Hcar, O ye deceliful rradeſ-men; hear 
your ſentence, God will certainly hoid his door againſt you, 
2nd rurn your treaſures of anrſghteouſs into the treaſures 
of wrath, and make your lil-gotten filver and gold to 
torm:nt you, like burning meta] In your bowels, x Cor- 
6: 9; 10. Jam: 5: 2, 3. 

8: All that do ordinarily live in the projent ntgleft of God's 
worſhip, that hear not his word, that call not on hls name 
char reſtrain prayer before God, that mind oor their own, 
nor thelr families ſouls. bur live without God in rhe world, 
Foh: 8: 47: and 15: 4: Pſal 1474; and 99; 6; Epbeſ: 2, 121 
and 4:18: 

9: Thsje that are frequenters and loutrs of evil company ; 
God hath declared he will be the deiiraRtion of all fuch, 
and that they fhal never enter {n'o the Ii] of hills refit, Prov, 
13? 20. Pſdl. 15. 4. Prov. 9.6. 

ro. Scoſfers art Religion, that make a ſcorn of preciſe 
walking, and mock ar the meſſenpers and dilizent fervent 
of che Lord, and at their holy profeſii9n, agd make rhem- 
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ſelves merry with the weakneſs and failings of profeſſors 2 
Hear, ye deſpiſers, hear your drezdful doom, Prov 19. 29, 
2 Chron, 26 16. Prov. 3. 24 ; 

Sinner, conſider diligently whether thou arr not to be 
. ſound in one of theſe rankt 5 for if this be thy caſe, thong 
artin the ga!l of bltcerneſs, an1i bond of iniquity ; for all 
thele do carry their marks In their forchcads, and are un- 
doubrtedly the ſons of death 

And if ſo, the Lord pity our poor congregations, Oh 
how li:tle a cBumber will be lefr, when theſe ter forts are (ce 
out : Alas, on how many doors, on how many faces muſt 
we write, Lord hive mercy upon us | Sirs, what ſhift do 
you make to ketp up your confidence of your good eſtate, 
when God fram heaven decleres againſt you , and pro- 
nounces you in &ſtate of damnation? I would reaſon with 
you, 2s God with them ; Bow Caſt they ſay, I am not pol- 
lxted? Jer. 2: 22: Ste thy way in th! wallty, bnow what 
thou baſt done. Man, Is not thy conſcience privy ro thy 
tricks of deceit, to thy chamorer=pranks, to thy way of ly. 
log? Yea, are not thy friends, thy family, thy nelghbours 
 Witneſſ:s of thy profane n:g!le&s of God's worſhip, to thy 
cevetom practices, ro thy <nvious and malicious carriage ? 
May not they point at thee, as thon goeſt, There goes a 
gaming prodigal  Therz goes a druken Nabal, a compante 
oB of evil does ; There gots a railer, or a (ſcoffer, a looſe 
ver? B:loved, God hath writren fr, as witha ſu1-beam, in 
the book our of which you muſt be jadged, that theſe are 
not the ſpots of his childrev, 2nd that none ſuch ( exc:pr 
renewed by converting grece ) fhal cycr eſcape the damgue 
tion of hel], 

Oh that ſach of you would now be perſwaded to repeny, 
and turn from ell your rranſgrefſions; or elſe ininguity will 
be your rulne! Ezrb 18. 30. als for poor barcdned (in, 
ners/ Mui 1 leave you at laſt where you were? Muſt f 
leave the ripler ill ar the ale-Dench? Muſt Leave the 
wanton ill ac his dalliance? Muſt 7 jzave the mallclous 
Riill fo his venom ? And the drunkerd fill ar hls vomit? 
However, you moſt kaow that you have becn warned, apd 
that am clear of your blood. And whether m:n wiil hearor 
whether they will forbcar,l will leave theſe Scriprures with 
them, either as thunder-bolts to awaken them, or as — 
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The Nectſſi'y of conver fron» 63 
frons to harden them to a reprobate ſenſe, Pſel. 68; 21: 
God (hell wound the brad of his enemits and the neiry ſcalp 
of ſuch an one as goeth on fill in his treſpsſſes, Prov. 29.h 
He that bring often 11proved, her dnetb bis neth, ſhall ſuddenly 
be defirozed, and that without remedy. Prov. 1, 24, Kc. 
Btcavſe 1 have called, and ye refuſed 5; 1 beve Aretched out my 
hana, and no man regarded. ec. I will mock at 20ur calamie 
ty, wh'1 Jour deſt ation cometh 45 4 whirl: wind, 

And now | Imagine,many will beglne to bleſs themſelves 
and think all is well, b:cauſe they cannot be (ported with 
the grofſer evi's above mentioned. Bur I muſt further tell 
you, that there are anotherſort of unianfRiilfied perfors. that 
carry not their marks in thelt forehaads, but more fecretly 
and covertly, In cheir hands. Theſe do frequently deceive 
chemſelves and others and paſs for good Chriſtians, when 
they are all the while anſound ar boirom Miny paſs un» 
diſcovered , till death znd judgement bring all to light. 
Thoſe ſelf. deceivers ſeem to come even to heaven's gate 
with confidence cf their adn iflion, and yer are turned off 
at laf}, Mat. 9, 22, Brethren, B:loved, 1 beſcect: you deep 
ly to lay to heari, and firmly to attain this awakening con- 
fideration; That maltitydes miſcerry by the bard of ſome ſte 
crtt fin, that is not only hidagen from others, but ( for want of 
obſerving their own hearts ) even from thimjelyes. A man 
may be free from opcn polutionz, and yer dic at laſt by 
the fatal hand of ſome unobſerved iniquity. And there 
be theſe twelve hidden fins, by which 1touls go down by 
numbers Into the chambers of death;Theſe you muſt (carch 
carefnlly (or, and rake them as back marks ( where-cyer 
they be found ) diſcovering a graceleſs and unconverted 
eftate. And as you love your lives, rezd carefully, with a 
holy jealoufic of your (cives, lcfi you ſhould be the perfons 
concerned. 

Tt. Graſs ignorance. Ah, how many poor ſouls deth this 
fin kill is the derk, Hiſ, 4. 6. While they think verlly 
they have good hearts, and zre in the ready way to hea- 
ver { This is the murdercr that diſpatcherh thouſands in 
a filext manner, when ( poor hearts ) they fuſp: no» 
thing, and ſee not the hand that miſchiefs them. You 
ſhal find, whatever excuſes you have for ignorance, that 
It Is a foul-undgiog evil, 1/4. 27, 41+ 2 Thef, 1. 8, 2 Core 
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64 The Neceſſity of Converſion, 
g: 3: Ah! Would it nor have pitſed a man's heart to have 
ſeen that wofal (pettacle, when the poor Proteſtants were 
flrut up. a multitude together, in a bara; aud a Butcher 
comes, with his inhumane hands warm in humane blood, 
and leads them one by one, blindfold, to a block, where 
he flew them ( poor innocents! ) one afrer another, by 
the ſcores, in cold blood ? Bur how much more ſhould 
our hearts bleed, to think of the hundreds in great congre+ 
gations, that ignorance doth butcher in ſecrer, and lead 
them blindfold ro the block ? Beware this be none of your 
caſe : Make no plea; for ignorance : Ff thou ſpare that ſin, 
koow that that will not (pare you. Will a man keep a 
murderer In hls boſom ? 

2. Secret reſerves tn clofing with Chrifi, To forfake all 
for Chrift ; to hate father and mother, yea, and a man's 
own life for him; this is a hard ſaying, Luk. 14: 26. 
Some will do mach, but they wilinot be of the religion 
that wifl undo them; rhey never come to be entirely devo» 
ted to Chriſt, nor fully ro refignto him ; they muſt have 
the (weer fin, they mean todo themfeives no harm; they 
have the ſecrer exceprions for life; libezry, or eſtate : 
Many take Chriſt thus hand over head, and never confider 
his ſcif-denying rerms, nor caſt up the coſt ; and this er- 
rour in the foundation marrs all, and fecretly ruins them 
for ever, Lnbe 14. 28+ Metth, 13. 21» 

2. Formality in Rtligion, Many fiick In the bark, and 
reſt in the ourfide of Religion, and In the external per. 
formances of holy dutles, Matth. 23. 25. And this ofte 
times doth moſt effeRually deceive men, and doth more 
certalnly uado them,than open locſeneſs ; as fr was 1 the 
Phariſec's caſes, Mat. 23, 31. They hear, they faſt, they 
pray, they givealms; and thercfore will not bellcye bur 
thelr caſe is good, Luk? 18. 11, Witcreas refiing In the 
work done, and cov1:g ſhot in the heart work, and the 
- Jaward power 2:d vita's of R-iigion, they fell ar lift into 
the burning, from rhe flatre- ib; Hopes and confident pers 
ſwafions of thefr being In the ready way ro heaven, Matth. 
7. 22 23, O dreadful caſe, when a man's R-1iglon ſhal 
ferv: oily ro harden him, and efte@ually ro deluce and 
deceive his own foul! 

4+ The prevalency offaiſe txds in hoty dnties, Matth. 23, 
25% 
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The Neceſſity of Convey fon 6g 
25. This was the bane of the Phariſees. Oh, how many 
a poor ſoul is pnone Hy this, and drops into hell, before 
he diicerns his miſtake! He performs good duties, and fo 
thinks all is well, and perceives nor that he Is efxeted by 
carnal motives all the while. ftis roo rrue, that ever with 
the truly (anified, many carnal ends will oft-rimes creep 
Inz but they are the matrer of his harred and hamiliation, 
and never come to be habltually prevalent with him, and 
to bear the greareſt (way, Rom. 14. 75, Burt now, when 
the maſn thing ther doth ordinarly carry a man out to re» 
liglous duties, fhal be (cre carne] end, as to (arlsfie his 
conſcience, to ger the r-pnre of being religious, to be (een 
of men, to ſhew his own gifts 23d parrs, ro avold rhe re- 
proach cfa profane and icreiigious perion, or the like g 
this diſcovers an unſound hezrr, Hoſ. ro. 1. Ztch. 9. 5, 64 
O Chrllijans, if you would avoid ſelf decelr, ſee that you 
mind, not only your aGts, but withal, yea, above all your 
ends. 

gs, Trufling in thtir own righttoxſneſs, Luke 18.9, This [s 
a foul undojog miſchief, Rom 1c. 3. When men do trafi 
In their own righteouſoe(s, they do Indeed reje& Chriſt's, 
Beloved, you had need be watchfal on eve.y hand ; fory 
not only your fins, but your duties, may undo you. It 
may be you never thought of this, but (o jr Is, thara man 
mazy a3 certainly mlſcarry by his feeming righteonſnefs,and 
fuppoſed graces, as by groſs fins ; and thar is, when # man 
doth rruft to theſe as his cighreouſneſs before God, for the 
fztisyiong his juſtice, appeafi-.g his wrath, procuring his fa- 
your, and obtai-i-g of his own pardon; for this 1s ro put 
Chriſt our of cffre, and make a $-viour of onr own duties 
and graces. B-wareof this O protcitors ; you are much 
to ducies, bur this one fly wil! (pil all rhe olorment, When 
you have done moſ?, and beſt, be (ure to go our of your 
felves to Chrift, reckon your own righreouſuels but rags, 
Pſal. 243: 2- Philip. 3. 8 jſe: 64: 6, Neb: 13: 22, 

6: Aſecret enmity ageinfi the ſirifine(s of Religion. Many 
moral perſons, pa2Rua) in tiicir formal devorion, have yet 
a bitter enmity again} preciſeneſs, and hate the life and 
power of Relygion. Philip, 3 6» compired with 47s 9.1. 
They like not this frowardnefs, nor that men ſhould keep 
ſuch a filr ln Religion ; They condemn the ſirifne(s - = 
iglon 
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ligion, as fingalariry, indiſcretfon, and Intemperare zeal : - 


And with th:m,a livclyPreacher,or livelyChiiftian,fs bur a 
heady fellow, Theſe men love not holineſs, as holinefs, 
{ for then they would love the height of holinefs ) and 
therefore are vndoubtedly rotten at heart, whatever good 
opinlon rhey have of themſclves. 

7. The reſting in« certein pitch of Religion, When they 
have (o mnch as will ſave them ( as they ſuppoſe ) they 
look no further, and fo ſh:w thermelvcs ſhore of trac grace 
which will ever part eco upon 2(pliing to farcher perfe Rh» 
on, Philip: 3. 13. Prov: 4: 18, 

8. The predominant lovt 6f the world; This is the ſure e» 
vidence of an unſeci:tic4 heait, Mark 1o. 37, 1 7ohn 
2. 15. 

But how cloſe doth this fia.lurk of:-times under afaſr 
covert of forward profeſſion? Luke 8. 14: Yea, ſuci a 
power of deccit is there fn this fiathar miny times, when 
every bodyelſ: can ſce the man's worldlineſs. and covet- 


9xſneſs, he cannor (ce It himſelf, bur hath ſo many coleurs, - 


and excufes,and pretences for his eagerne(s on the world, 
that he doth blind his own eyes,z0d periſh In his ſelf-deceir, 
How mavy profeſſors be here, with whom the world hath 
more of thelr hzarcs and affc&ions then Chrift ? Who mind 
earthly things, and thereby are evident afcer the flcth,and 
Ilke to end In deftruRion? Roy: 8: 5: Phil: 3: 19: Yer 
ack theſe men, and they will tell you confidently, they 
prize Chriſt above all, God forbld elſc! znd fee nor their 
own ezrthly miad-dnel(s, for want of a narrow obſervation 
of the workings of their own hearts. Did they but carefula 
ly ſearch, they would quickly fird, that their greateſt con» 
rent fo this world, Like r2; 19: And thetr greateſt care, 
and main endezyour to get and (cure the world; which 
are the cert:icn diſcovery of zn nnconverced ſinner, May the 
ptofeſling pirt of the world rake earneſt heed, that they 
periſh nor by the harid of this fin unobſerved, Men may 
be, and ofcen :re kept off from Chriſt, as efie tually, by 
the Inordinate love of la'vſul comforts, a3 by the moſt une 

lawful courſes, Me:ich 22.5. Like 1g. 18, 19, 20, 24 
" 9. Reigning malice end envy againſt thile that difreſh:f7 
them, or are anjurions (© thtns, x Jolin 2. 9,11. On, How 
do many that (c<m to be religions remember injuries, and 
& cirry 
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The Neceſſity of Converſion 7 
carry grudges, aud will return mer as good as they bring ; 
rendring evil for evil, lcvirvg to take revenge, withing evil 
to them chat wrong them, dire&ly againſi the rule oftheGo» 
ſpel,the patcrn of Chriſt,and the nature of God, Row 12014, 
L7.1Pet 2.21.2 3 Nthg.17 Doubtles, where this evil is Kept bolt- 
ing in the heart, and 's not hated, refified, mortified, bur 
doth habiteally prevall, that perſon Is In the very gall of 
birrerveſs, and In a fiate of dcath, Aarth. 18. 34, 35s 
1 Zain 3: 14,15. 

Rezder, doth nething of this rouch chee ? Art thou in 
none of the fore-mentioned renks ? Oh, (earch, and icarch 
again; rake thy heariſolemniy to rask, Wo unto thee, if 
afrer all thy profeſſion, rhon {a-uideft be faund under the 
power of Ipnorance, loft in formality, drowned in cartlis 
ly-mindedneſs, envenomed with mallce, exalted in an 0, 
pinion of thine own righteoutacls, levencd with hypocrifie, 
and carnl ends in God*s ſervice, Imbitrered ag:inft Arid 
neſs; This wonld be a (ad diſcovery, that all thy Religion 
were in vain, Bur I muſ\t proceed, 

10. #1mortified pride. When mcn love the praiſe of men 
mare than the praife of God z and fer their hearrs upon 
men's eſtecm, applauſe, and approbatlon, It Is moſt cer- 
tain they are yer In their (ins, and firangers to rrue cones 
verſion, Fohs 12. 43; Gel. 1,10. When men ſee not,nor 
complain of,nor groan under the pride of their own hearts, 
I: is a ſign they are ſtark dead in fin. Oh, how ſeeretly 
doth this fin live and reign in mzny hearts, and they know 
It nor, bur are very flirangersto themſelves! 7abn 9. 40; 

11. The preveiling love of pleaſure, 2 Tim, 3. 4, This is 
4 black mark. When Ten give the fleſh the liberty that it 
craves, and pamper and plezſ: ir. and do not deny and res. 
firaln ir ; whep thelr great delf;he 4: in gratifying thelr 
bellies, and pleafing their ſenſes; whatever appearance 
they may have of Re ig'on, il is unſound, Rem. 16, 18, 
Tit. 3 3. A fl h ple (ing lif: c:2nor be pleafing zo God 
They that ave Ch: ifs have crucified the fliſh, and are careful 
to croſs i;. ani keep It under, a4 their enemy, Gai, 5. 
24. I Cor 9 2s, 25, 27. 

12. Cena! ſecxiity Or 4 preſum?)'wous and wngroundtd Cone 
faarnce, that thtir condition is elrtady good, Rev: 3. 19. 
Many cry, peace and fafety, when ſudden deſtiuRion is 
coming 
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coming upon them, 1 Theſ. 5. 3+ This was that which 


ke pc the fooliſh Virglas ſleeping, when they fhonld have. 
been working; upon their beds, whea they ſhould have *« 


been atthe markets, Hatth, 25. 5,10. Pro, 10.5. They 
perceived nor their want of ol, til the Bridegroom was 
come ; and while rhey went to buy, the door was ſhut 
And Oh that theſe fooliſh Virglas had no ſucceſſors! Where 
Is che place, yea, Where is the houſe almo!t, where theſe 
do nor diweil? M:n arc willlng to chertih in themſelves, 
upon never fo {]1ght grounds, 8 hope that rhcir condition 
Is good, and ſo look not our after a change, and by this 
means pe:iſh in their fiaz- Are you 23 peace ? Shew me 
upon wiier grounds your peace is miintained, Is It a» 
Scriprare-peace? Crna you ſhew the Ciitingu.ſhing marks 
of a (ound Loliever ? Can you evidence that you have ſome 
thing more than any hypocrite In the world ever had ?, 
not, fear this peace more than any trouble z and know 
that a carnal peace doth commonly prove the moſt more 
tal caemy of the poor (onl ; and whiics ts (miles and kiſ. 
es , and (peaks ir fair, doth fatally (mite fr, as it were 
under the fifth rib 

By chis crime methinks T hear my Reader -crying out 
with the Difciples, Who then ſhal be ſaycd? Set our 
from among our Congregition: all choſe ten rapks of the 
profala on the one hand and then beſides, take out all thefe 
twele ſorts of cloſe and (elf deceiving hypocrires on the 
other hand, aud tell me then, whither It be not a remnane 
thar ſhall hs ſzved. How few will be the ſheep that ſhal 
be lefr. when all these (hall be ſ-parated, and fer among 
the gozts; For my part, of all my namerons hearers, I 
hare 10 hope ca ſee any of them a heaven, that are to be 
found amcrg theſe two and ewenty forts thar are here 
mentioned, excep: by ſound converfion they be brought ints 
another conditiox. : 

Application. 4n4 now, Conſclence,do thine offize : Speak 
onr, and ipeak home to him that heareth or readeth theſe 
Hiacs. if chon fiad any of theſe mirks upon him, thou 
moſt proncunce him urerly unclean ,Levit.yg 44s Tike 
not up a lye into thy month : Speak not peace to him, 
to whom God ſpeaks no peace. Let nor luſt bribe thee, or 


ſelf loye, or carnal prejudice blind thee, ſubpene thee boy 
; the 
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the Court of Hcaver, ro come and give in evidence. [ 
require thee, In the name of God to go with me to the 
{earch of the ſuſpeRed houſe, As thou wilt anſwer It at thy 
peril, give in a true report of the ftace and cafe of him that 
rezdeti> this book. Conicience, wilt thou altogether hold - 
thy peacc at ſuch a time as thi? I adjure thee by the 
living God, that thou cell us rhe truth, Mach. 26 63.1s the 
man converted, or [s he no? Dath he allow hin4eit in any 
wey of fin, or doth heno ? Doh he truly love, and plcaſe 
and prize, and delight lo God above all other things, or 
not? Come, put It ro ani ue. 

How long ſhall this ſoul Hye ar ancertainties?O Conſclevce, 
bring in chy verdict. Is this man arew manor | he not? 
gow dofi thou find ir? Hath there p:\ſcd a through and 
mighty change vpon him, or net? When was the time* 
where was the plece, or what was the racans by which this 
thorough change of the new birth was wronght in hls ſoul? 
Speak, © Conſclence: Or if thou canſt nor rell time and 
place,canſt chon ſhew Sciiprure-cyidence, that the work 
is done? Hath the man been ever taker off from hls falſe 


| bottom, from the falſe hopes, and falſe peace, wherein 


once he truſted; hath he been deeply convinced of fin, 
and of his loft and undone condition, and brought out of 
himſelf, and off from his ſins, ro glve ephimſelf entirely 
to eſu+Chriſi? Or doft thou not find him to this day under 
the power of Igoorance or in the mire of profanencis? Haſt 
thou not taken upon him the gains of vurightenuſneſy?Doft 
nor thou find him a ſtranger to prayer, a negleRer ofthe 
word, a lover of this preient world? Doft not thou often 
catch him ina iyc? Dit cor thou find his heart fermented 
with maiice, or burning with laft or going after hls core» 
toulnets? Speak plainly 40 al the fore-mentloned particalars: 
Cavuft thou acquit thts man, this woman, from being any 
of the two and twenty (ſorts here diſcribed? it he be found - 
with any of them, (et him afide, hls portion 1s not with 
the Sainrs; he moſt be converted, and made a new creature 
or cls he cannot center into the Kioydome of God, 
Beloved, Be not 35our own betraycrs, do nor deceive 
your oun hearts nor ſet your hands to your own ruln, by 
2 wilful blinding of your (c[yes, Set up a Tribunal In your 


owp breaſiz: Bring the word and conſcience ts, 
, 


; 
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To the Lew, and to the teſtimony, Iſe,8.20, Hear what the 
word concludes of your eſtates. Oh follow the (earch, ill 
you have found hou the caſe ſtands: Maſtake here, and 
periſh. And fuchis the treachery of the hearr, rhe ſubtfiry 
of the temprer and che deceirfullneſs cf fin Fer. 19. 9. 2 
Cor. 11.3 Htb.3,13. all conſpire to flatter and deceive the 
poor ſoul; and withal, ſo common and eafie jr j3 ro be 
mliitaken, rhat *cis a thouſand to one but you wil be decei- 
ved, unleſs you be very careful, and through, and Impar- 
tlal fn the enquire into your ſpiritual conditions. Oh, chere-. 
fore ply your works,go to the borrom, ſcarch as with candles 
welgh you in the ballance, come to the ftandatd of the 
Sinctuary, bring your coin to the tonch. fione, You have 
the archeſt cheats in the world to dale with, a world of 
counterfeir cola is going heppy ts he rhat c:k:3no counters 
for gold, Satan is maticr of deceirs; he can draw to the 
life, he is perfe& Inthe trade. there is nothing but he 
can imitate: You canoor wiſh for any grace, bur he can 
fir you to a hair with a counrerfeſr. trade warily, look on 
every piece vou rake, be j:alous, truſt not fo much as 
your oun hearts, Ron to God to ſezrch you, and try you 5 
to examine you, and prove your reins, Pſel 26.2.and 219, 
23.24. If other helps ſuffice not to bring zll ro an iſſue, but 
you are f\fll at a loſe, open your c:{es faithfully ro fome 
godly and faithful Minifier. Me1.2.7. Reſt not, tjll you have 
pur the bufineſs of ycur ercrnal weltare our of quztifon 
x Pit.2.10 © ſearcher of btarts, put thox this ſoxl xpon, and 
belp him in toe ſearch. 


Cap. V. Shewing the Miſeries of the 
onconverted, 


C2 unſpeak:hly dreadful Is the caſc of every unconverted 
ſoul, thar I have ſomrimes thought, if we could but 
convince men thar chey are yer unregenerare, the work 
were upon the matter done, But I fedly experience, that 
ſuch a (pirit of ſlorh and (Jy nb{r. (Rom.11.8; Matti 13.16 ) 
poſſeſſeth the unfaoAiffed, that tiovgh rhey be convinced 
that they are yet uncouverted, yer they oft-rimes carelcſly 
fic Riill;and whar through the arocation of ſenſual pleaſores 

2M or 


> or hurry of worldly buſineſs, or noiſe 2d elamonr of 
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exrthly cares, and lufts, and affeRiony, Lak 3-14 the voice 
of conſcience is drowned, and men go no farther thin ſome 
cold wiſhes, and general purpoſes of repenting and amen- 
- ding, Act. 24 35: 

It is therefore of high neceſſity , that I do nor only 
convince men that they arc uncopyerred, but thar T alſo 
endeavour to bring them to a ſence of the fearful miſery of 
this cfltate. | 

But hear I find my (elf a-ground ar firft perting forth 
Whar topgue can tell rhe heirs of hell (ufficicntly of rheir 
miferys uvlets twere Dives's in that fl:Þe? Lak i6.24; 
Where is the ready writer, whole pen decipher their miſe» 
ry, that arc withou! God in the world? Epbeſ 2.12, This 
cannot fuliy be done, ucleſs we knew the ir finite ocean of 
that bliſs and perſ«Rion which is in that God, which a 
fiare of fin doth exclude men from. #ho &roweth ( faith 
Moſes ) the paxr 0) thixe anger? Plal 90.11. Aud hou fall I tell 
men war wtich I ao no: know Yet ſo muck we know as, 
one wou'd rhink, would ſhake rhe heart of that man that 
had the leaft depree of (pririauzl life ard ſence, 

Bue this fy yer the more poſing difficulty, that I am to 
ſpeak ro them that are withour ſence, Alas, this ly nor the 
leaft part of mar's miſery vpon him, that he isdead, ſtark 
dead {no treſpaſſes and (inf, Epbeſ. 2. 1, 

Cou!d I bring Paradice ito view, or repreſent the king- 
dom of heaven to 2s much advantage, as the remprer did 
the kingdoms of the world, and all the glory thereof, to 
our S:viour 3 or covid 1 uncover the fece of rhe deep, and 
devouring gulph of Tepeth In all its terrour5,and open the 
fares of the tnferoal farnacez alas, ic hath no cyes ro ſee 
. Its, $347. 13+ I4. 15. Covid I paint out the beauties of 
hollaeſs or glory of the Goſpel, ro the lilez; or could 1 
bring above->oard che more then dizbolical deſormiry and 
uglineſs of fin, he can no more jadgs of the Jovelineſs and 
beaury of che one, nor the filthineſs and hacefulneſs of the 
other, hen tne bind -min of coloars. Hz! is alfenared 
from the ll's of God, ti;rovzh rhe Ignorance that is in 
him, becauſe of the blindneſs of his heart Epheſ. 4. 18; 
He nelther doth,nor can knaw the things of God, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſccgacd , 1 Cor, 2, 14+ Hls cyes con» 
: nor 


-> The Neceſsity of Converſion, 

nor be favingly opened; but by convercing grace, A7.26.18. 
he |s a cil1d of darkneſs: and walkes in darkneſs, 1 Feb.1,6, 
Yea, the light in him is darkneſs, Metth 6. 2. 3. 

Shali I ring hls knell, or read his (entence, or ſound 

In his car che terrible crump of God's judgments,thar one 
would think fhould make both his ears to tingle, and firike 
him iato B:iſh133.00"s fir ; even to appral hls countenance 
and looſe his joiates, and meke bis knees (mite on againſt 
another? Yer, alas he perceives me nor, ,he hath no ears 
to hear O; ſhall I cal up all the daughters of muſick, and 
ſing the '(ong of Moſes, and of the lamb? Yet he will cor 
be ſtirred. Shall I alvre hfm with the joyful found, and 
the lovely ſong, and glad ridings of the Goſpel? With the 
moſt ſaucer and inviting calls, conforts, cordials of the 
divine promiſes, ſo exceeding great aud precious? It wilt 
not «ff: him ſavingly, uvicls I could find him ears, Metth, 
13: 15, as well as tel! him the news. 
Shall I ſer before him the feaſt of far things, the wine of 
wiſdome, the bread of God, the tree of life, the hidden 
Menna? He hath no appetite for them. no mind to them, 
1 Cor. 2. 14. Matth. 23: 5 Should I preſs the choiceſt 
grapes, the heavenly cluſters of Goſpel privileges, and 
drink ro him ju the richeft wine of God's oun cellar, yea 
of his own ſide; or ſer before him, the &elicous honey® 
con;b of Ged's reftimonies, pſe/. 19. 10: alas, he hath no 
tafte to deſcern them. Sz] I fnvire the dead to ariſe, and 
eat the bavquer of thelr ſunerz]:? No more can the dead 1n 
fio ſavour the holy food wherewith the Lord of life hath 
ſpread his table: 

What then fall I do? Shall 7 burn the brimftone of hell 
at his noftrile? Or ſhall I open the box of Spikenard, 
yery preciovs, that filleth the whole houſe of this univerſe 
with perfume, Mar. 14, 3 Job. 12 8: and hope that the 
ſavour of chri't*s cjaments, and rhe ſmell of his garmeors, 
will actra& hl-o? Pſal. 45.8, Alas Dzad fi nners are like 
the damb Idols; they have mourhs, bur they fprak nor: 
eyes Save they, nt rhey ſee norg they have cars, but they 
hear not; noſcs hve chey, bur they (mz1! not; thay have 
hands, bat rhey handle not ; feet have they, bu: they 
walk got; ocither (pe k they through rhelr throat, F/cl. 
IIs. $, 6, 75, They are deſtitute of all ſpiritual ſenic and 
mocion. But 
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Bur let metry the ſenſe that doth laft leave us, and draw 
the (word of the word; yet lay at him while I wil, yes, 
though I chaſe mine arrows our of God's quiver, and dire& 
them ts the heart, neverthelei(s he feelerh It nor; For how 
ſhou!d he, being paſt feeling? Epveſ. 4 19. $o that though 
the wrath of God abideth on him, and the mountainous 
weight of ſo many thouſand fins, yet he gocs vp and down 
as light as if nothing alled him, Rem. 9.9. In a word, he 
carries a dead ſoul In a liviog body, and his fl. ſh bs bur 
the waking coffin of a corrupced mind, ther is rwice dead, 
Fade 12 rotting la the ſlime and pucrefs&10n of nol{ »me 


_ Tufts, Matth. 23: 27, 28.. 


which way then fhall I come at the miſerable objects 


' that I have to deal with? Who ſhall make the hearc of 


'* Noneto rclen! Zech. 11, 12+ or the lifeleſs c:rcaſfe to (eel 


and move ? That God that is able of ſtones to calle up 
children unto Abraham, Matth. 3. 9. that raiſeth the dead 
2Cor. 1.9, and melteth the mountains, Nah. 1.5 ad 
ſtrikes warer our of the ſiſnts, D:#t. 8, 15. thatloves ta 
work like himſelf, beyond the hopes and belicf of man 
that p:opleth hls Church with dry bones,and pl-nte th his 
orchard with dry flicks; he is able to do this There, 
fore I bow my knee to the moſt high God, Eph 3 14s 
and as our Saviour prayed at the (epulch re of Laq1/us, 
Fob. 11, 33. 41+ and the Shax4mzte ran to the man of Ged, 


| for her dead child, 2Kong. 4 25. {o doth your m urnings 
; Mialfter kneel about your graves, and carry you In the 
| arms of prayer to that God 10 whom your help Is 


found, 

O thou «[l-powe'ful Jchovah, that workiſt and none lett 
thee, that hafi toe frets of bell, and of driath ; pity thex the 
ata ſouls thet lit bere into dtath 191! away the g- ave ont 
and fey 4&5 18 L'Z 1rus, Wad's already iinbrng, Cone forth, 
Lightta thoy this darkneſs, O inacciſiable light, end !et 
the dy ſpring from on bigh v3ſit tht dgrblomr vegion of ihe 
dead, ts whoml ſpeak; | for tho canſt open the eyes that dtath 
3t ſ:if 94th cloſed; rue that formed(i the tay. Canit :eftore 
the hraring Say tho to theſe ears, Ephihachah «ard bry 


! ſhill be opentd' Give thou tyts to ſtethine 1xcrl[tneits, E 


t alle that may reliſh thy ſwtttueſs a (rent that mey [<uvaut 
thine ozniments, & ſteling that may jenſe the proviiege of 'by 
| - J- vos 
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fevoxr, the burde 

anperdoned fin ; and give thy [trvants commend to prophefie 
20 the dry bones, and let the effects of this propheſie be, as of 
#by Prophet, when be propheſied the valley of dry bones into & 
Aiving ermy, exceeding great, EZeck. 31.1, &c. The hand 0 
#he Lord was upon me, and carried me out in tae ſpirit of the _ 


fall of bones. He ſaid unto me, propbefee »pon theſe bents, and © 
fey wnto them, © Je dry bones, bear the word of the Lord, 
I'bus faith the Lord God unto thiſe bones, Bebold, I will 
£&aſe breath 16 enter into you. end Je (hall live, And 1 will 
ley finews apon 10k, and will bring up fiſh upon you, and 


commanded, and as I prophrſced, there was a noiſe, and be: 
bold « (baking, and the bonts came together, bent to his bone. 
And when 1 btheld, Lo, the ſinews aud the fleſh came xp upon 
Shem, and covered them above, but there was no breath in them 
Then ſaid be xnto me, Prophefie wnto the wind prophelie, ſou 
of men, end (ay wats the wind, Thus ſaith the Lord Ged, Comt ; 
From the foxr winds. O breath, and breathe xpon theſe ſlain, 
hat they may itve. So Ipropheſitd, as be commanded mr; and 
the breath came into them, and they livid, and fieed up xpon 
eheir ſret, an exceeding great a7197, 

Bur I muſt proceed, as 1 am able, to unſold rhat miſery, 
which, I confeſs, no tongue can wnfold, no heart can 


Mt unconverted, 
| 1. Tha infinite God is ingeged againſi thee 

Tt is no (mall part of thy miſery, that thou are withoxt 
God, Epbe/. 2. 12. How doth Mich run crying after the 
Denites, You heave takin away my Geds, and what bave T 
more? Judg. 18.23: 24+ On, whara mourning then muſt 
thou hfr ap, that art withoer God, thac canſt lay no claim 
to him, wirbout daring uſurpatlon Thou mayeſt ſay of 
God, as Shebs of David; We have 10 part in David, nts 
ther have we inherztenne in the ſon of Jeſſe, 2 Sam. 20! I: 
How plrciful and plercing a moan is thar of Seal, in bm 
extracmity? The philiſtines art xpou me, and God is depere 
zed from me, x Sam. 28. 15. Sinners, But whar will you 
go fn the day of your viftaclon? Whither will you oye 
oy 1 & Youu Y lp? | 


» of thy wrath the intolerable weight of 3 


Tord, exd ſet me down in the midſt of the valley, which was -, 


Cover you with 5hin, and pat breath inyou, and yt (bail live, 
and ye ſhe! know that I am the Lord. So 1 propheſied as 1 was - | 


ſufficiently comprehend, Know therefore, that wbile thou | 
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help? Where wlll you leave your glory? ie. 10. 3. Whar 
will you do when the pbiliſiines are upon you; when the 
world ſhall take Its eternal leave of you; when you moſt 
bid your friends houſes, lands, farewel for evermore? what 
will you do then, I ſay, that have never a God to goro? 
Will you call on him? WIl you cry to him for help ?Alas 
He will not own you Prov, 1, 28, 29. he will not take any 
knowledge of you, but ſend you packing with an 7 never 
knew you, Matth, q. 23, They that know what it is ro have 


a God to go to, a God to live upon, they know a little, - 


what a fcarſul mlſery ir is ro be withour God, This made 
thatholy men cry out, Let ye beve« God, 87 nothing. Let 
me bnow'bim, 41d bis will, and what will pleaſe him, and 
how 1 my come to enjoy biys or would 1 had never bad ant 
\nderſianding ro knon 417 thing, Kc: 

But thou art not only without God, but God [s againſt 
thee, Exth; 5.8, 9: Nah: 2: 13. Ohif God would bur ſtand 
a Neuter,thengh he did not own nor help the poor ſinner, 
his caſe were not (o deeply miſerable: Though God fhould 
give vp the poor creature to the will of all his enemies, t9 
do their worſt with him though be ſhould deliver himz 
over to the rormentors, Matth. 18: 34: that devils fhould 
tear and torture him to thelr urmoſt power and $klll, 
yer this were not halfſo fearful. Bur God wHll ſer himſelf 
againſt the ſinner; and, believe ir, Tis « fearful thing to 
fell into the bends of the living God, Heb. 10: 31: There 
Is no friend Ilke him, no coemy like him. As much as 
heaven Is above the earth, omnipotency above lmpotency, 
infinity above nullity z ſo much more borrible is jr co fall 
fato the hands of the living God, than into the paws of 
bears or lions, yea, farles or devils. God himſelf will be 
this rormentor, thy deftruftion fhal come from the pre« 
ſence of the Lord, 2 Theſſ. 1: 9: Topher is deep and large, 
8 and rhe wrath of the Lord, like a river of brimftone, 
* doth kindle fr, 1/«. 30: 33, If God be apainfi chee, who 
© fhal be for thee? If one man fin agaluft another,the'Judge 
© ſhal judge him 5 But if a man fin againft the Lord, who 
© fhal iotrear for him ? x Sa: 2:25: Thon, even rthon,art 
© to be feared : And who ſhal land in thy fight, when opce 
© thou artaongry ? Pfal- 56, 7. Who is that God, that thal 
s deliver you out of his handy? Dax. 33 15- Can Menmen ? 

E 2 Riches 
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Riches profic nor inthe day of wrath, Prov:1 rt 4:CanKings, 
* or Warriers? No,thcy ſhal cry ro the mountains and rocks 
© ro fall o'!) us,and hide us from the face of him thar fitcech 
© on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the 
« great day of his wrath is come and who fhaT be able ta 
$ ffand ? Rev. 6; 15,16, 17» 

Sinner, Methinks this ſhould go like a dagger to thine 
heart, to know that Ged is thine enemy. Oh, whither wile 
thou go? Where wilt thou ſhelter thee? There Is no hope 
for thee, unleſs thou lay down thy weapons, and ſue out 
thy pardon, and ge: Chriſt ro fiand thy iriend, and mike 
thy peace. If it were not for tHhiz,thou migireft go into ſome 
howiIng wilderne(s, and there pine In ferrow, and run mad 
for anguiſh of heart, and horcivie deſpair; But In Chriſt 
there |; a poſſibillty of mercy for thee, yea, a proffer of 
mercie to thee; that thou mayeſt haye God to be more 
for thee, than he is row againſt thee, Bur 1! thou wilt 
not forſake rhy fins, cor tyra throughly,and to purpoſe, un» 
to God, by a ſound conrertion, the wrath of God abiderh 
on (hee, and he proclaims himſelf ro be againf} thee, as 
In the Prophet, Exch. 5: 8: Therefore thus ſaith the LoYd 
God, Btiold, Irvin l, an againſt thee. 


I. Hzs face is againſt thee; FPlal. 34. 16: The face of che . 


Lord is againſt them that ds tyil, ts cxt off the remembrance 
of them: Woe upto thcm whom God (hal (ct his face ags1uſt; 
When he did but look upon the hoſt of the Egyptians, how 
terrible was the conſeqnence ? Ezek: 14: 8: 1 will ſet my 
« face againſt thar many and will make hin a fign, and pro- 
© verb, and will cat him oft from the midſt of my people, 


© and yon (hal know that I am the Lord, 2: His hearris 


Cagainfi thee : He hateth all the workers of Iriiquiry, Man 
$ Doth nor thine heart cremble to think of thy belng an ob» 
* je& of God's hatred? Jer. 15, 1. Though Moſes and 
© Samnel. ſtood b:fore me,yet my mind conld nat be rowards 
© this people; Caft them our of my fight. Zeck. 95, 8. My 
© (on! loathed them, and their (ouls allo abhorred me. 3. 
$ His hand is agaloſt thee, x Se. 12+ 14, 15A! bis attriz 
© butcs are agaivſt rhee, 

«© Firft, Hs juſtice is like a flaming ſword unfheathed a- 
© paint thec, If 1 whet my glictering fword, and my hand 


© take hold on judgment, I will render yengeapce to wine 


adverſaries, 


© adverſaries, and will reward them that hare me. 
© make mine arrows drupk with blood, &5. Dent. 32. 40, 
4!- So cxa@ is Juſtice, that ir will by no means clear the 
oullty, Exed. 34: 9. God will nor difchirge thee, he will 
not hold thee guilriefs, Ex24. 20: 7. But will require the 
whole debt in perſon of thee, unleſs rhou canſt make a 
$cripture-claim ro Chriſt, and his ſati:feftion, When the 
enlighrned fioner jvoks op juftlce, and ſees the ballance in 
which he muſt b- weighed, and the (word by which he 
muſt be executed, he feels an earthquake fa his breaſt z 
Bur Satan keeps this our of ſight, and perſwades the foul 
while he can, that the Lord is all made up of mercy,and 
ſo luils it aflcep in fin. D:vine juſtice is very firid, It 
muſt h:”e ſatisfz&;on to the armoſt farthing 3 It denoun» 
eth indignetion «nd wrath, tribxlation and anguiſh, ts t» 


very ſou! that doth evil, Rom, 2. 3,9, It curſeth every one 


thar continueth not in every thing that fs written In the 
La's, to dojr, Gel. 3. 10; The juftice of God to the un. 
partoned (inner, that hath a fenſe of his mlſery, is more 
cer ible chan the fight of Baliff or Creditor ro the bankrupt 
De1itor, or than the ſight of the Judge and Bench to the 
Robber ; or of the Irons and Glbber to the guilty Mur- 
derer, When Juſtice firs upon life and death, Oh, whar 
dreadful work doth {t make with the wretched finner Bind 
him hend and foot, ceft him into utter darkwſs; there ſnail 
be weeping, and gn*«(hing of trety Marth, 224 13. Depart 
from me, je curſed, into evirlaſjing fire, Marth, 25. 41, This 
1s the terrible ſenrenc: thar Juflice pronounceth, Why 
ſinner, by this ſevere Jufiice molt thon be tried 3 and as 
God liverh, this killivg ſentence ſhalr thou hear, unleſs 
thou repent and be converted. 

$ccondly, The holineſs of God is full of antipithy againit 
tbee, Plal. 5. 4, S. He Is not only angry with thee 3 ((o he 
may be with his own Children, ) but he hath a fixed, root” 
ed, habitual diſpleaſure againſt thee ; he loaths thee, Zech: 
It. 8. And what is done by thee, though for ſubſtance 
commanded by him, 1/2. 1:14, Met. 1.10. As If a man 
ſhould glye his ſeryant never (o good meat to drels ; yet 
ifhe ſhould mingle filth or poyſon with (tr, he would nor 
rouch it, God's nature iz infinitely contrary to fin, and ſo 
he cannot bur hatea finntr our of Chriſt. 
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”8- The Miſeries of the unconverted. 

Ohz what a miſcry is this, to be ont of the favour, yes, 
ander the hatred of God, Eccleſ- 5. 4+ Hof. 9, 15. That 
God can as eaſily lay afide bis nature,and ceafe to beGod,as 
gor be contrary to thee, exnd detefi thee, except thou be 
changed and renewed by grace ! O finner, How dareſt thow 
eo think of the bright and radiant Sun of purity, upon the 
beauties, the glory of holineſs that is in God! The ſtars are 
20t pure in bis fight, Job 25. g- Ht humbletb himſelf to behold 
things that art done in braven, Plal. 1. 3, 6. O thofe light 
and ſparkling eyes of hls ! Whar do they cſpy In thee ? 
And thou haſt no jutereft in Chriſt nelther, thar he ſhnuld 
Plead for thee: Me thinks I ſhould hear thee crying our, 
aftonifhed with the BethÞemites, ho ſhell ſtand before this 
haly Lord God ? 1 Sam, 6. 20. 

Fhirdly, The popver of God is mounted like a mighty Cane 
»on «gcinft thee, The glory of God's power is ro be diſs 
-Played, in the wonderful confufion & deſtrution of rhem 
that obey not the Goſpel, z Theſ, 1, 8, 9. He will make his 
power known In them, Rem. 9. 22. How mightily he can 
rorment them! For this end he raiſeth them up, that he 


might mabe bis powtr known, Rom, 9: 17. O man art thou: 


able ro make thy party good with thy Miker? No more 
thana filly reed againft the Cedars of God, or a lfrrle Cock- 
boar againft che tambilng Occ2n, or Children's bubbles a+ 
gainſi che blaficiag winds. 

Siancr, the power of God's anger is againft thee, Pſe/. 
90, I]. and power and anger rogether make fearful work. 
»Twcre better thou hadfit all the worid In arms againſt thee 
than to have the power of God againſt thee. There is no 
eſcaping of his hands, no breaking of his priſon : The 
thunder of his power who can underſiand? Fob 26, 14; 
* Unhappy man, that ſhal underſtand it by feeling Ir! If 
the will contend with him, he cannot arſwer him one of 
' athouſand, He is wiſe In heart, and mighty in firength : 
* Who hath hardned himfell agalati him, and profpered ? 
« which removeth the mountains, znd they know Ir not; 
* which overturneth them in his anger ; Which ſhaketh 
$ the earth our of her placc,and the plllars thereof tremble 
* Which commandeth the Sun, and it riſeth not; and feal- 
« eth up the Stars, Behold, he taketh away : Who can 


| Hinder him ? Who will (ay unto him, What doeft _ 
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"The Miſerins of the unconyerted. 7 
© [f God wlll hot withdraw his anger, the proud helpers 
* do ftoop under him. Jobg@' 9. 3. 4, $, 6- &c. And art 


© thou a fit match for ſuch an Antagonift ? Oh, confider this: 
© you that forger God, left he tear you In pleces, and there 
' * be none to deliver you, Pſel. 50, 22. Submir ro mercy, 


Let not duſt and fiubbl: ftand it out againſt rhe Almighty. 
Set not briars and thorns againſt him in batele, left he ga- 
through them, and coaſnme them rogerher, but {ey hold 
on hts ſtrength, thet yox may make peece with bm, Ia. 27; 
4, 5+ 'vor to him that ſtriveth with bis Maber, Ia. 45. 93 

Foarthly, The wiſdom of God is ſet to raſne thee. He 
hath ordained his arrows, and prepared the Infirumencs 
of death, and made all rhings ready, Pſel: 9. 12, 13 His 
counſels arc againſt thee, to contrive thy deſtruRtion, Zev.. 
18, 1 He laughs in himſelf, to ſee how thou wilt be takers 
and enſnared In the evil day, Pſe/. 37. 13. The Lord 
ſhal laugh at him, for he ſeeth thar the day is coming. He 
ſees how thou wilt come mightily down in a moment; how 
thou wilt wring thine hands, and tear thine halr, and ear 
thy fleſh, and gnaſh thy teeth for anguifh and aftonlſh. 
ment of hearr, when thou ſceft thou art fallen remediletly” 
Into the pſt of defiruRtion, 

Fifthly, The truth of God Is (worn againſt thee, P/als 
Os. tt, If he be trove and faithful, thou muſt periſh if 
thou goeſt on, Luke 13. 3- Uanleſs he be falſe of hls word, 
thou muſt die, except thou repent. Exh. 33, 11.1t we 
believe ro?, yet he abldeth faithful, he cannor deny him- 
ſelf, 2 Tim. 2, 13. That is, He is faithful ro bly chreatnings 
as well as promiſes ; and will ſhew his fajrhſulneſs in our 
contuſion, if we belicy= nor. God hath told thee, as plain 
83 it can b: ſpoken, Thairlfhe waſh thee nor, thou haft 
no part in him, 7obz 13.8, That if thou liveſt after the fleſty 
thou ſhilt dic Fart s. 131 That except thou be converted Ke- 
thou ſhalt in no wiſe emer Into the kingdom of heaven, 
Metth. 18. 3. & he abidech faichful, he eannor deny him- 
ſeif. Beloved, as the immurable faithfulneſs of God In hſs 
promiſe and oath, ford bellevers firong conſolatlon, Heb. 
6. 18. fo they are to Lndb:llevers, for ftrong conſternati= 
on and confoſion, O finncr, tell me: Whar ſhiſt doſt 
thou i ae tc think of all the threatnſngs of God's word, 
that ſlaui upon record zpainſt thee ? Doſt thou belleve 
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their truth, or not? ff nor, thou ar: a wretched Infidel, 
and not a Chrifiian, and ther give oy:r the nzme and 
hop: of a Chrifiizn, BurAl thou doft believe them, O 
hearr of 3c} rhat thou haſt, that canft wajk up and down 
in quiet, when the truth 2nd fal:hivlneſs of God is enpa- 
ged to defiroy thee! That jf God Almighty can do fr, 
thou ſhalr ſure'y periſh, and bedamned. Wiy, man? the 
whole hoik of God doh reftifie agalnſt thee, while thou 
remz{ncft vnſanGifhd : It condemns the in every leaf,and 
Is to thee, |.k- Ez kirl's roll, written within and withour 
with [:me'::atien, and mourning, and woe, Ezvb. 2.10, 
And all this thal ſurely come upon thee, and oveicake thee 
Deve, 23: 15, except you repent, Heaven 41d earih (hall 
peſs ewe), but ont 131 or title of this word (hail nivtr paſs as 
way, Mat. 5:8. , 

Now put all this rogerher, and tell me, If the caſe of 
the unconverted be nor: deplorably miſerable: As we read 
of fom= p: rions, that had bound themſelves in an oath,and 
In 2 cvrie, to kill Pax? ; ſorthou wufi know, O finner, to 
thy r-rrour, that I the atrribarcs of the lofinjize God are 
bound in an oath to deftiroy thee, Heb, 3: 22: O man! 
Whzt wilt thoudo? Whither wilt thou fly? If God's 
Cmuilcicncy can fad thee, thou ſhalt not eſcape : If the 
trace ana falrhful God will fave hls oath, perifh thou muſt, 
exc pt iheu believe and repent: If the Almighty hath po- 
wer :0t27ment thee, thoa ſhale be perfectly miſcrzble in 
foul anib Jy tn 31! eternity, uvleis 1t be prevented by thy 
fpeccy cover fion, 

» IH: The whole creation of God js againſt thee, The whole 
creation (C faith Payl ) groancrh and travaileth in palo, 
Rom. 8: 22: But what is it that the creation grozneth under 
Why, the fearful a'u'e rhat its ſubj:& to, in ico viog the 
ft of unſen&lfi-d men, And whit is fr that the crea lon 
groaneth for 7 Why, for freedom 2nd liberty from this a« 
baſe ; for the creature is very unwillinzly (bj: & to this 
bondage. Rom. 8: 19, 20, 21, If the unrezſonable and 10a 
avimete creatures hed fpeech aud re:zſon, they would cry 
bur under it. «5s bondage ubſufferable, to be abuſed by the 
magodly, contrary to their natures: and the ends that the 
grea: Crezior mede them for: Ir fs a paſſage of an eml- 


neat Divinc, The liquor that the Erunkard drinketh, : - 
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The Miſeries of the unconverted, 
had reaſon as well as a man to know how fharnfully it Is a» 
buſed and ſpoiled,it would groan ia the barrels againſt him 
jt would groan fn the cup againft him, groan in hls throat, 
in his belly, againſt him it would fly In his face,of it could 
ſprak. And 1f God ſhonld open the mouths of the crea» 
tures, as he did the mouth of Balcem's Aſs,the prond man's 
graments on his back would groan againſt him. There is 
never 2 creature, but ifit had reaſon to know how it is a- 
buſed, tlll a man be converted, it wonld groan agalnſt hlm 
The land would groan to bear him, the alr would groan to 
glvc him breathiog,thelr houſes would groan to lodge them 
their beds would groan toeaſe them theſr food to nouriſh. 
them, their cloaths to cover them, and the creature would 
gron to give chem any help an!! comfort, fo long as they 
live In fin againit God. Thus far he: Mzthloks this ſhould 
be a tetrour to an unconverrted foul, ro think that he is a 
burden to the creation, Luke 13: 9. Cut 3t down, why (ume 


. breth it the ground? If the poor inanimare creatures could 


bur fpcak, they would ſay to the ungodly, as Moſes to If- 
r14:!, Muſt we ferch you water ont of rhe rock ye rebels 2 
Nan. 2:10; Thy food would ſay, Lord, muſt I nouriſh ſuch 
a wretch as this, and yleld forth my ftrength for him to 
diſhonour thee withal ? No, I will choak him rather, if 
thou wile glve me commiſſion. The vtry ar would (ay. Lord 
muſt I give this man breath, tofct 11s rongue agzinft hea» 
ver, and ſcorn thy pzople, 2nd vent this pride, & wrath, 
and filthy communicarlonz and belch our oaths and blaſ- 
picmy againſt thee? No if thou but (ay the word, he ſhal 
be breathleſs for me. His poor beaſt would ſay, Lord, muſt 
I cirry h\m epon his wicked defigr.s? No, I will break 
hls bones, I will end his days rather, if | may have bur 
leave from thze, A wicked man, the earth groans under 
him, and hell groans for him, cill death ſari:fie both, and 
urtbardens the earth, an1 flops the mouth of hell with 
him. While the Lord of hofts i; agaſnſt thee, be fure rhe 
hoſts of the Lord are a02ioft thee, and all rhe creatures as 
it were up. in arms, tlil upon a man's converfion, the con- 
troverſic being taken vp between God and him, he makes 
a covenant of peace with the creatures for him , Jobs 
6. 22, 23, 24. Hoſ: 2, 18, 19, 20, 6 
II, The roaripg Llioa hath his fall power upon thee 
| TL 5 8 Pet, 
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x Pet, $. 8. Thon art faſt in che paw of that Lion, that 
Is greedy to devour : In the ſnare of the Devil, led cap- 
tive by him ar his will, 2 Tim. 2. 26. This is the (plrit 
that worketh in the children of diſobedience, Epbeſ. 3.2. 
His drudges they are, and his lufts they do, He is the ru» 
ler of the darkneſs of this world, Epheſ« 6. 12, thatis, of 
Ignorant finners that live In darkneſs. Yon phy the poor 
Indzaxs, thar worfhip the Devil ſor thelr God, but little 
think that 'tis your own caſe, Why, *| rhe common ml- 
ſery of all the unſanRified, tha: the Devil is thelr God, 
2 Cor. 4t 4. Notthat they dointend ro do him homage 
and worthip ; they will be ready to defic him, and him 
that ſhould ſay ſo by them 3. but all this while they ſerve 
him, and come and go at his back, and live under his go» 
vernment, His (crvants you are, to whom you yield your 
ſelves to obey, Rem, 6. 15, Oh, how many then will be 
fouud the real ſeryants ofthe Devi), rhat take themiclves 
for no other than the children of God ' Re can no ſuoner 
offer a finfal delighr, or opportunity for your unlaivſul ad- 
vantzge, but you embrace it, If he {uggetl a lye,or prompt 
you to revenge, you readily obey : if he forbid you to 
read, or prey, y2u hezrken to him, and therefore his ſer- 
vents You are: Indeed he lycs behind the courtaln, he atts 
In the dark,end finners (ce not who (erreth them on work ; 
but ail the while he leads them ina firing. Doubrleſs the 
Iyar intends not a ſervice to Saran by: bis own advantage, 
wer *cis he that ſiznds io the corner unobſerved, and pur- 
reth the thing into his hearr, Af,s, 3. Job. 8. 44+ Queſt- 
fonleſs Fxdas when he ſold hls Maſter for money, and the 
Cha/deens and Sebeens, when they plunder'd Job, intended 
not to do the Devila pleaſure, but tofſath;fic their own co- 
verous thirſt, yet *cwas he that aRuzted them fn thelr wice 
kednels, Job, 13, 27- Job. tn. 12.15. 17. Men may be 
very ſlaves, and common dredges for the Devil, and never 
kaow it ; nay, they may pleaſe themſelycs in the thoughts 
©1{a happy libertyy, 2 Pet» 2, 19. 

Art thou yet in Ignorance, aud not tarned from dark- 
neſs to light? Why, thod ar: under the power of Satan, 
Af. 26 18. 'Doft thou Ive in the ordinary and wilful 
praQtice of acy known fin? know that thou art of the De- 
vil, 1 eb, 3. 8, Doft thou Hye lo ſtrife gr envy; oN. 
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The Miſerits of the unconvefted. 7 


at Ice? Verlly; he is thy father, Zeb- 8. 40. 41+ O dread» 
p* ful caſe / However Satan may provide him ſlaves with di- 
rir vers picaſures, Tit. 3. 3+ yet ir |s but to toll them inta 
2. endleſs perdiifon» The ſerpent comes with the apple in 
us his month, oh but ( with Eve ) thou ſceſt not the dead- 
of ly ftivg io his tail, He that js now thy temper, will be 
or + - oneday thy tormentor. Oh that { could but give thee to 
tle ſce how black a maſter thou ſerveſt, how filthy a drudgery 
Jo thou doſt, how mere1leſs a tyrant thou gratifieſt; all whoſe 
d, pleaſure is, to ſet thee on work to make thy perditlon ant 
ge damnar1on ſure, and to heart the furnace horrer and hot= 
im ter, in which thon muſt burn for milllilons of millions of 
ve ages. 
4 IV. The gilt of all thy fins lits like « monntein upon theee 
or Poor fon!! Thon feclcſt it not, bur this Is that which 
be ſeals thy miſery upog thee, While unconverted, none 
yes of thy fins are blotted out, A. 3. 19, they are all upon 
1er the (core agalnfi thee: Regeneration and 'remiffion are 
2d» never ſeparated, the unſanRified are unqueſtionably an» 
npe * juſtified and vnpardoned, x Cor, 6, 11. 1 Pet» 1. 24 
ro Heb, 9. 14. Beloved *cis a fearful thing to be in debt, bur 
er- aboye all ln G-ds debt ; for there Is no arreſt fo formida- 
as ble as his, no priſon ſo harrible as his. Look wpon an en« 
k;3 -. lightned finner, who fecls the weight of his own gullt « 
the - Oh, how frightfvl are hls looks, how fearful are hls com= 
148 plaints! His comforts are turned into wormwood, and hls 
ut molfture in'o drought, and hls ſleep departeth from hls 
eſt» eyes. He is a terror to himſelf, and all chat are about him 
the . and js ready to envy the very fiones thatlle In the ſtreet, 
ded ! becauſe they are (enleſs, and feeleth not his miſery, and 
CO« wiſheth he had been adog, or a toad or aſerpent, jrather 
vice than a man, becauſe then death had putan end to his 
be miſery, whereas now fr will be but the beginning of that 
ver which will know no ending. 
phts | How light ſoever you may make of It now, you will one 


day find the guileof unpardoned fin to be a heavy burdens 

acke } This is a Mill ftane that whoſoever falleth upon ir, fall be 

ran, broken ; bu: upon whomſaeve it ſhall fall, fr will grind 

JIfol him to powder, Matth. 21. 44, What work did it make 

De- | withonr Sayiour ? It preſſed the yery blood to ns 
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24 The Miſtries of tht #nconverted, 
ger ) out ofhls veins, and brakeall his bones, "And if 
I did this in the green tree, what will ir do in the 
ary: 
Oh! Thlak of thy cafe in tlre.Canft chou thick of that 
threat without trembling, Ye ſhall die in your fins, Joh. 8. 
24- Oh! Better were it for thee to dle ina goal, die in 
a.ditch, laa duageon, than dic in thy fins. it death, as 
Ir. wiil take away ail thy other comforts, would rake away j 
thy fins too, Ir were ſome mitigatien;z bur thy fins will | 
follow thee, when thy friends leave thee, andall worldly 
 epjoyments thake hands with thee, Thy (in'will notdie || 
with the, 2 Cor, 5, Io. Rev: 20: 13; as a prifoncs's Oo» | 
ther debrs will ; but they will ro judgment:with thee,there | 
ra. be thine accuſers; ' and they will to hell with thee; 
there to be thy tormentors. Better ro have ſo many feinds 
and furles abont thce, thanthy fins to fall vpon thee, and 
faftcn.in thee, Oh, the workthat theſe wiil make thec! 
Oh, look over thy debts in thime / How much ect thou fn 
the books of every one of G2&'s laws? How 1s every one 
of. God's Commandmeors ready toarreſt rhee, and take 
thee by the th:car, for innumerable bonds that {t hath up« 
on thee ? What wilt thou do then, when they ſhall ail 
ropether lay in againſi thee'? Hold open the eyes of con» 
ſcience to confider this, that thon mayeſt deſpair of thy 
Jelf, and be driven to Chriſt, and fly for retuge, to lay 
Hold upon the hopr that is ſer before thee, Heb. 6. 18. 

V. Thy ragizg luſts do miſerably enflave thee; While | | 
unconverred, then art z very (:rvant to fin, It reigns over | 
thee,and holds thee under its dominion, till tho art brevght | 
within the bord of Go:'s covenanr, Job. 8. 34. 35. Tit: 
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33 3. Rim; 6. 12. 14 Rem. 6.16. 17,. Now there's no 
tuch Tyrantas fin: O the filthy and fearful work chee it 
doth engage It fervims it: ! Would ft ror picrce 2 mans. ? 
Heart z© fee 2 eempany of poor creatures drudping and tot- 
lipg, and all ro carry together fa; gors ard fue! for their 
own burning ? Why 1s this the em;loyment of fins druds»: 
goes: Evcn whil: they ble's themſelves 10 their uniighre» 
ous gains, while they fing and {will in pleaſures, they are 
but treaſuring up wraithapd vengeance for their eternal. 
burningy 3. they are bur laying in powder and bullets, 2nd. 
' adding to the pile of 70; bet, and iTipgipg In ol to _ 
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The Miſeries of the #2converttd. 85 
the flame rage the fiercer, Who would ferve ſucha maſter 
whoſe work is drudgery,'and whoſe wages is death ? Rom. 
6. 23; 

What a woful ſpe&Racle was that poor wretch poſlcſled 
with the leglon? Would ir not have pitied thine heart 
to have ſcen him among the tombs, cutting and wounding 
of himſell? Mer. 5. 5. This is chy caſc, ſuch is thy work; 
every ftroke is a thruſt at thine hearr, 1 Ti#. 6. 10.Con- 
ſcience Is indced now aſleep ? bur when death and judge 
ment ſhall bring rhee to thy ſes(cy, then wilt thou feel the 
raging ſmart and angulſh of every wounds The convinced 
fioner is a fenſible inftance of the miſcrable bondage of fins 
Conſcience flies upon him, and relis him what the <nds of 
theſe things will be z and yer ſuch a ſlave is he to hls 
luſts, rhat on he muſt, though he (ee fit be his cndie(s 
perdi:ion ; and when the tempraiion comes, luſi gets the 
blce in his month , breaks all the cords of his vows and 
promiles, and carries him head long to his own defirace 
tion. 

VI. The furnace of ettrae! vengeance is brated ready for 
thee, Tia. 3o, 33. Hell 2nd defiruction open rhelr mouths 
upon thec, they gape for thee. they groan for thee, 7/z, 5, 
I4, Waiting 24 ic were with a greedy eye, 23 thou ſtandeft 
upon the brick, whenthou wile drop in, If the wrath of 
a man be &s the T1#4ring of 4 lian, Prov. 20.2. more beayy 
then the ſend, Prov, 29. 3. what is the wrath of che infinite 


God? It theburning furnace, heated in Nebxchadneaaers. 


fiery rage, when he commanded {t yer to be mede teven 
times hotter, were (o ficrce as to burn up even thoſe thar 
drew near it to throw the three children in, Dex: 3+ 19: 
22; How hot js that burning oven of the 4'migtties ſur? 
Mal, 4. 1. Surely this is ſeventy times ſcven more ficice, 
What thickeſt thou, O man, of being a 'ſzpgor in tell. ro 
all eternity ? Can thine heart endure, or can thine hends 
be fixong in the day that {1 ſhall deal with thee, faith the 
Lord of hoſts? Exxeþ. 22, 14. Cauft thou dwel with ever- 
laſting burnings? Canft chop abide the conſurirg firef 
Jje. 33. 4. When thou ſhalt be 2s a glowing iron in heil; 
and thy whole body and ſoul {hall be as perfe&ly poſſeſſed 
by God's burning vengeance, as the fiery ſparkling lion, 
when ligated Ja the fierteft forge ?. Thou canit nor bear 


God's 


« 


V-Y 


The Miſeries of the unconverted: 


8 
God's whip, how then wilt thou endure his ſcorpions ?' 


Thou arceven cruſhed and ready to wiſh thy ſelf dead 
- pader the weight of hls finger; how then wile thou bear 
* the weight of his loins? The mott patſent men that ever was 
did curſe the day tat ever he was born, 7ob 3. 1. anlc- 
yen wiſh death to come and end his mifery, 7ob. 9. 15 16 
when God did butler our one little drop of his wrath : 
| How then wilt thou endure , when God ſhall pour out all 

his vials, and ſer himſelf apainft thee, to torment thee? 
When he fhall make thy Conſcience the tunnel, by which 


he will be pouring his burning wrath into chy ſoul for c-- 


ver; and when he ſhall fill all thy powers as full of tor- 
ment, as they be now full of fio? When. immortality 
fhall be thy miſery; and to die the death of a brute, 
and be ſwallowed into the gult of annihilation , ſhall 
be (ſuch a feliclty , as the whole eternity of wiſhes 
and an Ocean of tears ſhall never purchaſe? Now thou 


canft pur off the evil day, and canſi laugh and be merry 


and forger the terror of the terror of the Lord, 2 Cor. 5ge 
- It, but how wilt thou hold out, or hold up, when God 
will caft thee intoa bed of rorments, Riv. 2. 21. and 


make thee to lie down Io ſorrows ? Tſe. go, 11, When: 


 roarings and blaſphemy ſhall be thine only mufick ; and 
the wine ofthe wrath of God, which is poured out with 
our mixture into the cup of his indignation, fhall be thine 
only drink ? Rev. 14: 10. When thou fhalr draw In flames 
for thy breath, and the horid ſtench of ſulphur ſhil be thy 
only perfume? fna word when the (mozk of thy torment 
ſhall aſcend for ever and ever, and thou ſhalt have no reft, 
nightor day ; no reſt In thy confcience, no eaſe in thy 
bones, but thou ſhalt be an execration, andan aſroniſhmenr 
and a curſe, and a reproach for ev«srmore ? Fer: 42. i8, 

O finner, flop hear, and conſider; If thou art a man, 
and nor a ſenſeleſs block, confider; Berhiak thy ſelf where 
thou flandeft; Why, upon the very brink of his furnace, 
As the lord liverh, and thy ſoul lirerh, rhere |s but a ſtep 
berween thee and this, 1 Sam, 20. 3 Thou knoweft nor 
when thou lyeft down, but thou mayeſt be in before the 
morning: Thou know not when thou riſeft, bur thou may- 
drop in before the olght. Darefi thou make light of this? 


wilt con ge on in fuch a dreadtul conditton a3 I _ 
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The Miſeries of tht 4nconverted, q 
ailed rhee? It thou purteft ic off, and ſayeſt, this doth nor 
belong to th:e, look again over the foregoing chapter, 
and tell me the truth; arc none of theſe black marks found 
upon the ? Do not blind thine eyes, do nor deceive thy 
ſel; ſee rhy miſery while thou mayeſt prevent it : Think 
whar it is co be a vile cat}-our, a damned reprobate, & 
veſſel of wrath, into which che Lord will be pouring 
ou: hls rormenting fury, while he hath a belog, Rom. 

« 22% 
F Divine wrath is « fierce, Dext. 23. 22. deyourlng, Iſc, 
33. 14+ everlaſting, Matth. 25. 48, unquenchable fice* 
Matth. 3, 12, and thy ſoul and body muſt be the fuel upon 
which it will be feeding for cyer, unleſs thou conſider thy 
Ways, and (ſpeedily turn to the Lord by a ſound converfion, 
They that have b:en only ſipged by this fire, and had no 
more but the (mel thereof paſſing upon them, oh, what 
amazing ſpeRacles have they been! whoſe hcart would 
bot have melted, to have heard $)ire's our cries? To have 
ſcen Chaloner, that monument of juſtice, worn to skin and 


bones, blaſpeming the God of heaven, curſing himſelf, / 
and conrinualiy crying our, O torture, torture, torture; 0 | 
torture, torture, as if the flames of wrath had already took \ |: 
hold on him? To have heard Rogers crying out, I beve 


bad « little pleaſure but now I (1 to bell for evermore; wiſh, 
lag bur for this mitigation, that God would bur let blmlle 
burning for ever behind the back of that fire ( onthe earth) 
and bringing in rhis (ad concluſion fitill, ar the end of 
whatever was ſpoken to him to afford him ſome hope, I 
muſt to bell, I muſt to the furnace of hell, for millions of 
millions of ages? Oh ! If the fears and fore-rhoughs of the 
wrath to come be (o terrible. ſo intolerable what is the 
fecling of It, 

Sinner *cis but in vain to flatter you, this would be 
but to toll you into the unquenchable fire; knouye from 
the living god, that here you moſt le,with theſe burologs 
muft you dwel, till immorrallty change; till eteroicy ran 
out, and omnipotency is nor longer able ro corment, except 


you be in good carneft renewed throughout by ſanRifying 
grace. 


VII, The lave diſchatgeth all its threats and curJes at the, | | 


Gal, 3; Io; Rom; 7, Oh, how dreadfally dgth it thander, 
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88 The Miſerits of the Unconverted. 
Ic ſpits fire and brimfione in thy face: Its words are as 
drawn Swords, and as the fharp arrows of the mighty: 1c 
demands ſatisfa&ionto the natmoſt; and cryes, Juſiice, Jus 
ftice: Ir ſpeaks blood, and war, and wounds, and death 
8galoſt thee, O the excrattons, and plagues, and deaths, 
that this murdering-picce is loaded with ! ( read D1xt:28; 
Is, 16, &sc. ) and thou arr the mark at which this ſhot is 
levelled, O man: Away to the firony hold, Z:ch: 6. 12. 
Away from thy ſins, hafte co the ſanQuary, the city of 
refuge. Htb.13, 13, evcn the Lord Jefus Chrift; hide thee 
in him, or <lſc thou art loft without any hope of reco- 
very: 
VIE. The Goſpel 3t (elf bindeth the ſentence of (tirua! damt- 
F&tion vpoz the, Mar. 16. 16, If thou continueſft fn thine 
Impenircnt and anconveried cftate, know that the Goſpel 
denunceth a much forex condemnation, then eyer would 
have been for the tranſgreſſion of the firſt covenant, Is fr 
bot a dreadful caſe to have the Goſpel Ir (cif fill its mouth 
with threats, and thunder, and damnatlun? *To have the 
ord to roar from Mount $;ox againſt thee? Joe! 3:16: Hear 
6 the terroxr of the Lord, He that beliveth nor, ſhall be dam» 
ned; Excepr ye repent, ye ſhall all periſh, Lib. 13 3, 
«This is the condemnation, thar light is come into the 
zthe world, and men love darkneſs rather than light, Joby 
©23. 19, He that belleveth nor, the wrath of God abideth 
Gon him, John 3, 36, If the word ſpoken by Angels was 
o ficdfaſ}, and every tranſgreſſion and difobedieace rece. 
Gved a juſt recompence of reward, how ſhall we efcape, 
Hf we negle&t (o great (zlvation? Heb. 2, 2, 3, He thar 
*difpiſed Moſes law died withour mercy: Of how much 
, ſorter puniſhment ſhall he be thought worthy; thac 
» hath trampled under foot the Son of God ? Htv: 10, 
0 28, 29. 
Application, And is thſs truce indeed? Is this thy miſery? 
Yea, *c|s as true as God is, Better open thine eycs, and 
fee it now, while thou mayeft rzmedy fr, then blind and 
harden thy ſelf, till, ro thine erernal ſorrow, thou ſhalt 
ſeel what thou wouldſt nor belleve; And if ir be tracy 
what doft thou mao, to loytcr and linger in ſuch a caſe as 
thls? | | E = 
*Alas for thee, poor man! How effcQually on ——_ 
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The Miſeries #f the unconveried. 89 
done thee. and deprived and deſpolled thee, even of thy 
reaſon to look afrer thine own everlaſting good? O mi» 
ſcrable Caiciff ! What ſtupidity and ſenſeleſsneſs hath . 
ſurpriſed thee ? Oh! ler me knock up, and awake this 
ſl:eper. Who dwells within the walls of this fleſh g Is 
there ever a ſoul here, a rational, underſſanding ſoul? Or 
art thon only a walking ghoſt, a ſenſeleſs lump ? Artthou 
a reaſonable foul, and yer ſo far brutified, as to forget 
thy ſelfimmorral, and ro think thy ſelf to be as the beaſts 
thar periſh? Art thou turned into ficſh? that thou favour» 
eſt nothing bur gratifying the ſenſe. and making proviſion 
for the fl:(h? Or elſe having reaſon to anderftand the 
eternity of thy fucure eſtate, doſt thou yer make light of 
being everlaſtiogly miſerable? Which is ro be ſo much 
below a brute, as ic is worſe toatt againſt reaſon; than to 
aQ without ir, O unhappy ſoul, that walt the glory of man, 
the mate of Angels, and the image of God ! rhar waſt 
Gods repreſentative in the world,and had(ſt the ſupremacy 
amon-fi the creatures, and the dominion over thy Maker's 
work: ! Art thou now become a ſlave to fenſe, a ſervant 
to ſa bale an idol as thy belly; for no higher feliclry chan _ 
to fill thee with the wind of mau's applauſe, or heaping 
together a little refined carth, no more ſuitable to thy 
ſpirtual, immortal nature, then the dfre and fiick:?? Oh 
why doſt thou not bethink thee where thou ſhals be for 
ever ? Death is at hand, the. 7xdge 3s even at the door, Jams 
$. 9, Yet alittle while, and time he/l be no longer, Rev. - 
Io. 5. 6, And wilt thou run the hizerd of continuing in 
io ſuch a ſtate, in which, if thou be overtaken, thou art 
Irrecoverable miſciable, 

Come then; Ariſc. and attend thy neareſt concernments. 
Teil me; whither art thou going? What ! wilt thow live 
In (och a courſe, wherein every 2& is a Rep to perditton, 
and thou doſt not know, bur the next nig!tt thou mayeſt 
mak thy bed inhe!l? Oh! ff thou haft a (park of reafon 
corſider and turn. and harken to thy very friend? who 
would therefore ſhew thee thy prefent mifery, thar thou 
mygirelt in tlme make thize eſcape, and be eternally 
happy. 

Hear what the Lord ſaith ; Fear yt n8t, ſaith the Lord? 


W3ll Je.ndt tremble at my preſence ? Jct. 5.22, O —_— 
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90 The Miſeries of the unconvereed. 

Doye make lighe of the wrath to come, Marth. g. 9, Tam 
ſare their is a time coming, when you will net make light 
of fr. Why, the very divils do believe and tremble, Jam, 
2,19. What? You more hardned than they! will you 
ro upon the edge of che rock? will you play ar the hole 
of the Aſp! will you pur your hand upon the Cocketrice's 
den! will you dance abour the fire? til] you are burnt; or 
dafly with devouring wrath; as if you were at « point of 


| indiff:rence, whither you did eſcape ir,or endure ic ? O 


madneſs of foil; | /olomon's mad man; that caſteth fire- 
brans, and zrrows, and death, and ſaith, 4m 1 xot in jet? 
Prov: 26: 18: is nothivg ſo difcratted 2s the wilful fin- 
ner.Lub::5: 19; that goerh on in hl; anconverted eſtate 


| without ſenſe, as {nothing alled him: The man that ruos 


on the cannon's mouth, that (ports with hls blood, or lets 
our his lic in a frolick, is ſenfible, ſober and ſerious to 
him thit goeth on ffi! in his treſpaſſes, Pal. 68, 2. For 
be fircchbeth out his band ageinfi Gadgand ſirengtbutth bim- 
ſelf againſt the Almighty : Het runnteth upon him, even upon 
his neck. upon tht thick boſſes of bis bucklers, Job. 15. 26, 
Is Ic wildom to dally with the ſecone death, or to reature 
lnto the lake that burneth with fire and brimftone, Rev. 
21, 8, asf rhon were but going ro waſh thee, or (ſwim for 
thy recreation? wlle thou. as fr were, fetch thy vicze, 
and jump inro erernal flames, as the children through the 
bone-fire? Whar ſhall Ifay? I can find our no expreſſion. 
no'compariſon, whereby to ſer foorch the dreadful diC- 
tration of thar ſoul, rhat hall go on in (tn, 

Awake, Awake, Epheſ. 5. 14. O finner ! Ariſe & take 


thy fligtt There is but one door that thou maveſt fly by, 


and that is the firait door of converſion. and the new 
bicth. Unleſs thau tarn unfelra-ily from all thy fins, and 
come in to Jeſus Chrift, ant rk him for the Lord thy 
righteouſneſs, and wa'k in him 'o hotneſs and newncls 
of life : As the Lord liverhs It is wor more certatta chat thou 
arc now out of h-!], than that chou ſhale wirthour faill be 1n 
ir, bur a few days and nights from hence. Oh, fer chine 
hearc to thiak of thy caſe, Is not thine everlaſting mt- 
ſery or weifire that which doch deſerve a little confiders 
ation? Look *g:in over the mlſeries of the ucconvrerted , 


It the Lord hath not ſpoken by mc, regard me nor, or 
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The Miſeries of the unconverted: or 
{fir bethevery word of God, that all this mlferylyes uporr 
|. thee, what a caſe art thou in? Is ft for one that hath his 
't ſenſes, tolive in ſuch a condition, and nor make all poſ- 
ſible expedition for preventing his urter rutne? Oman! 
who hath bewitched rhee, Gel. 3. |, that inthe marters 
| | of this preſent IHfe thou ſhonldſt be wiſe enough to fore» 
caſt thy bufineſs, forefce thy davger, and prevert thy 
4 miſchief z bur in matters of everlaſting conſ-quenee ſhould 
| be flight and careleſs, as if they litle concerned: thee? why, 
Is ft nothing for thee, to have all the attribares of God en« 
gaged againft chee? Canft thon do well withour his fayour? 
Canſt thou eſcape his hands, or endure his vengeance ? 
Doft thou hear the creation groaning under thee, and helf 
groaning for thee, and yet think thy caſe good envugh? 
Art thou in the paw of the Lion, under the power of cor- 
'T7. ruption, inthe dark and noliom prizon, fettered with thy 
- Jafis working onar thine own damnation ? and [is not this 
worth the conſidering ? Wilt thon make Iſght of all the 
terrors of the law, of all Its curſes and thunder- bolts, as 
j| they were but the report ofthe childrens porguns or thou 
were to war with their paper pellcſs ? Doſt chouy laugh at 
hell & difiraRion,or canfi thou drink the enyenomed cup 
1 ofthe Almightles fary,as If ir were but a common potſon, 
Gird up now thy4oſns like a wan,for I wall demand of 
thee, and anſwer thou me, Job. 4o. 5. Art thou ſuch a 
Leviathan as that the fcales of thy pride ſhould keep thee 
from thy Makers coming atthee? Wilt chou cfteem ils 
arrows as ſtraw,& the inſtruments of death as even rotten 
wood ? Art thou chlef of all the children of pride, that thou 
ſhouldft count his darts as ftlubble, and laugh ar the fhak- 
; Ing of his fpear ? Art thou made withour fear, and cone 


rembeſt his barbed frons? 7ob 41. Ar! thou like.the 
horſe char paweth in the valley, and r<joyceth In his 
firevgth, who goeth our ro meet the armed men? Doſt 


thou mock at fear, and art tiot «ff;iphted, neich:r twrneſt 
back from Gods (word, when his quiver rzttle'h againſt 
thee, the glittering ſpear and the ſhield ? Job 39. 21. 22, 
23+ Well if the threars and calls of the word will not fear 
thee, nor awaken thee, Izm ſure death and judgment 


will. Oh, what wilt thuu do when the Lord cometh forth | 
againſt thee, and In his fury falleth upon thee, and _ | 
ſhale 


= 


The Miſeries of the Unconverred. 
ſhalt feel what thou readeft f If when Denitls enemies 
were caſt into the den of Lions, both they, and their 


F - wives, and thelr children, the Lions had the maftery of 


them, and brake all their bones jn peices, ere ever they 
came to the bottom ofthe D:n, Den, 6, 24, Wiar ſhil be 
done wich thee, when thou falleft into the hands of the 
living God? When he ſhall grip thee in his fron arms, and 
grind and cruſh thee to a thouſand peices io his wrath? 

Oh,do nat then conrend wich God, Repent and be conver- 
ted, ſo none of this ſhall come upon thee 5 1/e* 55* 6: 7: 
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found 3 call ye upon 


Ss himwhile he is near, Let the wicked forſake his way, 


and the anrighceous min hl: chonghts ; let him return v1- 
to the Lord, and he will 2aye mercy on him; and co our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon, 


Chap. VI. Containing DIRECTIONS 
for Converſion. 


Mark 10 17. And there came on? 4nd buried to him, aud 
i athid him, Good Mafier, what (hell I do that 1 may ins 
berit eternal lifes 


Efore thou readeſt theſe directions, T adviſe thee, 

yea, Icharge thee before God, and hls holy Ang-ls 
to refolye to follow th:m(as far as conſcicace fhall he cone 
yinced of their agrecableneſs ro Gods word, and thy eftare) 
and call in his aſiftence and bleſſing. that they may fucced, 
And as I have ſought the Lord, a2d conſulted his oracles; 
what adylce to give thee, ſomult rhou eatertaln fr with 
whar awe, reverence, and purpoſe of obedience that the 
word of the living God doth require- 

No then attend. Ser thine heart unto all that T ſhall 
reſtifiie unro thee this day 3 for it 15 nora vain thing, it is 
your life, Dext. 32 46. Thls is the endof all that hath 
been ſpoken liltherto, ro bring youto (er upon turning,and 


makipg uſe of Gods mean; for your converſion. 1 would 
Bot 
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Diref30ns ſor Converſion; 93 
not trouble you, nor torment you before the time, with 
the forechoughts of your erernal miſery, bur in order to 
your making yonr eſcape, Were you ſhutup under your 
preſent miſery without remedy, ir were but mercy ( as 
one (peaks ) to ler you alone, that you might rake In thar 
poor licle comfort that you are capable ofhere in this worldz 
Burt you may yet be happy, if you do not willfully re- 
fuſe the means of your recovery, Behold, I hold op- 
en the door unto you 3 ariſe, rake your flight: I fer the 
way of life before you 5 walk in It, and you ſhall live, and 
not dje,Dext. 30.19 Fev-9. 16. It pitles me to think you 
ſhotld be your own mu. detcrs,a0d throw your ſclves head. 
long, when God and mencry out to yuu, as Peter, In ano» 
ther caſe, ro his Maſter, Spare thy ſelſſv A noble Virgin, 
that attended the court of Spain, was wick«dly raviſhed 
by the King ; and hereupon excited the Doke, her Fa= 
ther, to revenge, he c:Iled In the Moors to his help, wito, 
when they had executed tis defign, miſerably watted ard 
{poll:d the country, which chis Virgin laying ſo exceed- 
ing'y to heart, ſhut her (c{f up ia a cower belonging to her 
fathers houſe, and defired her father and mother might be 
called forth; and bewalling to thera her own wretched- 
neſs, tha: ſhe ſh--uid have occaſioned fo much miſery and 
deſolation to her country, for the fatisfying of her revenge, 
ſhe rold them: ſhe was reſolved to be avenged upon her 
ſelf, Her father and mother beſought her to pity her ſelf 
and them, but nothing could prevail, bur ſhe took her 
leave of them, and threw her (cif off cbe battlemenls, & 
ſo periſh<d before cher faces, 

Juſt thus is the wilful defiru&lon of ungodly men. The - 
God char iade ther beſeecheth them, and cryeth outto 
them, as Pax to the diftratted }avlor, when about ro mure« 
dcr himſelt, Do !hy ſelf xo harm, The Minifters of Ghrift 
forewarn them, 2nd follow them, and fain would have 
them back; bur alzs? no expoſtalarions vor obreſtations 
will preva!l, bur men willhuc} themſclves inco perditlon, 
while pity It ſelf looketh on. 

War fh:!l | fav? Would ic oor grieve a perſon of any hu« 
manity, ifinthe time of a relgning plague he ſhould have 
a receip! (15'0ne ſaid well ) that would infallible cure all 
the country, and would zecover the moſt hopeleſs patients 


( 


and, F 


a 


more fins than hairs, Pſel, 40, 32. This made him tocry 
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© 
and yet his friends and ncighbours ſhauld die by the han: 


dreds aboat him, becauſe they would not uſe It? Men 


mad bretiicen, though you carry the ſymptoms of death in 
-your faces, yet I have a receſpr that will care you all, 


that will cure infallibly : Follow bur theſe few direttions, 
and if ye do not then win heaven, I will be content to loſe 


Hear then, O finner!| and as ever thou wouldſt be con- 
yerecd and (aved, emhrace this following countel. 

Dire. I. Set ir down with thy (elf, as an undoubred 
erach, that fr 1s {mpoſlible for thee evcr to getto beaven in 
this thy unconverred filate, Can any other but Chrift fare 
thee? end he tells thee, he will never doit, except thou 
be regeacerated, and converted, Met. 18. 3. Fob. 3. 34 
Doth he ne: keep the keys of heeven? And canft thou ger 
in without his leave ? As chou muſt, If ever thou comeſt 
thirber io thy natural condition, without a ſound and 
through renovation ? 

Dire&. 11. Lebouy to get & thorevgh ſight, ard lively ſenſe 
#14 jeeling of thy fins, Till men ace weary and heavy laden, 


- and pricked at che hearc, and ſrark fick of fin, they whil 


not come to Chrift ſn hls way, for eafe and cure; nor to 
purpole enquire, what ſhall! we deTMacth. 11. 28. Adt.2, 
37, Matth-g. 12. They maſt (et themſclves down for dead 
dead men before they will come unto Chrift, that they - 
may have life, Job $54 40, Labour therefore to (et all thy 


ſinz jo order before thee; never be afraſd to look wpon | 


them, bur letrhy ſpiric make diligent ſearch, Pſal. 77. 6. 
Erquire into thine heatr, and into thy lite; enter fnroa 
thorow exzmina'lon of thy ſelf, and of thy ways, Pſel119, 
$9. that thou mayeſt -make a full diſcovery , and calilin 
the help of Gods Spirir, in the ſenſe of thine o-vn Inabl- 
lry hereunto. for it is his proper work to convince of fin, - 
Foh 16. 8. Spread all before the face of thy conſcience, * 
till thine hearr and eyes be (et abroach, Leave nor firive 
ing with God,znd thine own ſoul, rill ir cry out under the 
ſenſe of thy fins, as the enlighrned Jiylor, what wxfi 1 do 
to be ſaved? a& 16. 30 To this purpoſe. 

Medirate of the numerouſneſs of thy fins, David's heart 
filled when he though: of this, and confidered that he had 


ur 
_ 
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une -upod the muluicudes of God's reader mercles,Pſe/: $4, 
1, The loathſame carcaſe doth not more hatefully (warms - 
with crawling worms, than an walandtified foul with fil 
thy laſts; they fill the head, che heart, the eyes and 
mouth of him. Look back-ward : Where was ever the 
place, what was ever the time, la which thou didft nor 


* fin ? Look inward : what part or power canft thou find 


in (oul or body, but iris poiſoned wkh fin : What duty 


© doſt thou ever performe, into which poiſon 1s not ſhed ? 


Oh, how great {s the ſum of thy debts, who haſt been all 
thy life long running apon the books, and never didft, 
nor cacti pay off one penny? Look over the fin of thy 
natore, and all irs curſed brcod, the fins of thy life. Call 
to mind thy om fſions, to commitſions, the fins of thy 
thoughts, of thy words, of thine ations, the fins of thy 
youth, the fios of thy years, &:: Be nor like a deſperate 
Bankrupt, that is afraid ro louk over his book. R:2d the 
records of conſcience carefully. Theize books muſt be 
opened ſooner, or latrer Rev, 20. 12. 

Meditate upon the aggravations of thy fins, as they are the 
grand tnemats againſt the God of thy life, again(t the lift of 
thy ſoxl; in « word they that art the pubiich tntmrs of all 
mankind; How do David, Ex!r4, Daniel, and the good 
Ltvites aggrevate their fins, from the confideration of their 
Ivjuriouſneſs ro God, their oppoſition to his good and 
righteous laws,the mercles, the war: ings that they werecome 


; ©- mircd againſt ,Neb.9.Der.9.Ez'e 75, O the work that fin 


hath made in the world. This is the enemy that hath 
brought in death, that hath robbed and enſlaved mans 
that hach blacked the Divel, that hath digged hell, Rem. 5. 
12, 2Pet, 2.4, Job. 8, 34. This is the enemy rthac hath 
turned the creation up fide down, and fown diflention 
berween man and the- creatures, berween man and man, 
yea between man and himſelf, ſerting the (enſitive pere 
againft che ratlonal, the wili againft the judgmehe, luſt 
egatnft conſcience 3 yea worſt of all, between God and 
man, making the lapſed finer both tHatcſal to God, and 
a hater of him, Zech, 11. 8. O man ! Hou canſt thou make 
ſo light of fin? This is the rrayor that ſuck=d che blood of 
the Son of God, thac ſoid him, that mocked him, that 
ſcourged him, that ſpit 5a hls face, that diged his a — 

cnar 
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body, that never lefr, cl ir had bound him, condemned 
him, nalled him, crucified him, and put him ro open 
ſhame, 1/e,53 4.5 6. This is that deadly poiſon, fo power- 
| fulof operation, as that one drop of it ſhed upon the root 
of mankind, hath corrupted, ſpoiled, and poiſancd, and 
undone his whole race at once, Rem.g+ 18. 19- This is the 
common burcher, the bloody executioner, that hath killed 
the prophers, brunt the martyrs, Murdered all theApoſtles 
all the parriarch-, all rhe Rings and potenrates: thar hath: 
deſtroyed Cirles, (wallowed E-nplres, bu:chered and de- 
youred whole'N tions, Whatever was the weapon tha: *twas 
done by, fin was It thar dj4 execution, Rom. 6. 23. Doſt 
thou yer think it but a (mal thing ? if Adery and all his 
children could be digg:d our of their graves, and their 
bodies piled up to heaven, and an inqueſt were made what 
ma:tchleſs murderer were gullty of all this bloo#; ir would 


be all found fa che $kirty of fin, Study the nature of fin, * 


ell thy heart be brought to fear and loath it, And medirar 
- onthe apggravartions of thy particular fins, how chou haft fia- 
ned againſt aliGod's warnings, zsgainft thine own prayers, 4- 
eainſt mercies,agaln(t correRion, againſt cleareſt light, a« 
gein(t freeft love,againſt thine own reſolutions, againſt pro- 
mifes,vows, covenants of better obedience, oc.Charge thy 
heart home with theſe things, till ir bluſh for ſhame,and be 
brought on: of all good opinion of It ſel!, Exra 9.6, 
Meditate xpoen the deſert of fin. 1: cryeih np to heavens 
It calls for vavgcance, Gen. 18: 21, I's dac wages is Ceathy 
and damnzrion : It puls the curfe of Gai upon the ſoul 
and body G4! 3. 10. Dext. 28. The leaft fiafnl work or 
thought lays thee uider the infinite wrath of GodAlmlgh- 
ty,K9% 2.38.9, Mat. 13.35. Oh, what 2 load of wrath, what 2 
weight of curſcs, wha: treaſure of v2ngernce haye all the 
millions of thy fins then deſerved? Rom 2.5.75 3.35, Oh, 
tadge thy ſelf.char theLord may no judge tnec, LLor.l. 12, 
Meditaet upon the deſormity and defilemint of ſin. Tis as black 
$a hell. the veiy image and likene's of rhe Dyvil drawn 
upon the (ſoul. 1704.3 8 to It would more «fright the 
to ſee thy (clt in the hateful deformiry of thy nature, than 
to (re the devil: There is no mire (o unclean, no yornl: fo 
loathſom-,no caicaſe or earclon fo offcnfire, no plague or 


\ 1 


5 
that pierced his fide, that preſſed hls foul that mangled bſs 
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/ leprofie ſq nolſome az fio, in which" thon act all inrolleds 

! and covered wich its odion: filth, wherby thou art rendred 

! more diſ{pleafing to the pure and holy nature of the glorious 

' God, than the moſt filthy obje&, compoled of what ever is 

! hateful to all thy ſenſcs, can be to thee, Io# 15. 15, I6e 

' Couldeſt rhou cake up a Toad into thy boſom ? Couldeſt 

& thou cheriſh ir, and take delight in Ir? Why, thou art as 
1 contrary to the pure and perfe& holineſs of the divine 

' naturc,and as loachſome as that is co thee, Matth. 3 33» till 

' thou art purified by the blood of Jeſus, and the power of re« 

/ newing grace. 

Above all other fins, fix the tyt of conſideration on theſe two, 

* 1.The on of thy nature.” Ths to little purpoſe to lop the brans 

| ches,while rhe root of originalcorruprion remains antouch- 

; ed: Invaindo men lave out the fireams, when the fours 

* taials cunning, thar fills up all again. Let the axe of thy 

_ ?, repentance ( wich David's) ga to the root of ſin, Pſal. 

" $L. 8. $:udy how deep, how cloſe, how permanent is thy 
nacrural pollution, how univerſal 1s it till thon doft cry cuty 
with Paxl's feeling, upon thy body of death, Rom. 7.2. 

Look into all thy parts and powers , & (ce what unclean 
.., veſſels, what fiyes, what duog-hills , what finks they are 
become, H'x miſtr, quid ſum ? vas (trrquilinis, conche pum -— 
tredinis ; plenxs fetore & horrore, Auga't. Solit. c: 2. The 
| heart is never (oundly broken, tlil throughly convinced of 
\ the heinovſnels of original fin, Here fix thy thoughts; this 
j- is that chac makes thee backward to all good, prone to all 
) evil, Rom. 7- 15 that ſheds blindneſs, pride, pr-judice, 
| onbellef inco thy mind ; enmity, unconftancy cb(iln:cy, in» 
| to thy will 3 inordinace heats and coles into thy affeRions;z 
* . | Joſenfiblenc(s. benumedneſs, unfaltbfulneſs, into thy cons 
l ſcience, flipperioeſs inro thy memory z and in a word, hath 
. f pur every wheel of thy ſoul out of o: der, and made it, of 
| an habitation of holineſs, ro become a very hell of iniquity, 
' Jam. 3. 6, This Is that that hath defiled, corrupred,per= | 
ver'ed ajl thy members, and turned *t!:em Into weapons of _- | 
naright:oulſne(ſs, and ſervant of fi, Rem. 6: 19. that hath 
filled che head with carnal and corrapt defigns, Mic. 2. 
1 The hand with fiaful parRiſes, 1/e. 1; 15. the eyes, with 
wandering and wantonne(s, 2 Pet 2. 14 the tongue with 
deadly polſon, Jaw. 3. 8. that hach opencd the ears ta 
| F calesy 


t___—_— 


"Aa 


98 Direftions for Converſion. * BS . 
rales, flattery, and filghy communication, and fhur rh:m. of | 
agaloft the Inftruftion of life, Zech. 9. 11, 12, and hath 
rendred thy heart a very mintand forge for fin, ard the 
curſed womb of all deadly conceptions, Metth. 18. 15. lo 
thar Ic poureth our frs wickednefs withont ceafing, 2 Pet; 
2. 14. even as naturally, freely, ard unweariedly, as a 
founcain doth pour forth its waters, Fer. 6. 7. or the rage- 
ing ſea doth caft forth mire and dirt, 1ſ{##«4 57. 20. And 
wilt thou yer be fn love with thy telf, and tell us any lopger 
of thy good heart? Ohnever leave meditating on this def- 
perate contaglon of original corruption, till, with Eplrery, 
thon bemoan thy (elf, Z:r. 31.18, and with deepeſt ſhame 
and forrow, ſmire on thy breaſt, as the publican, Lxb.18, 
13. and with ob, abhor thy ſclf, and repent in duſt avd 
alhes, 7ob 42; 6, 22. The particular evil that thou arr 
moſt addiQed to, find ont all irs aggrevarions, ſer home | 
vpon thy heart all Gods threatoings agaioſtir: Repene | 
trance drives before It the whole herd, bur eſpecially fticks - 
the arrow fn the beloved fin, and fingles this out above *f | 
the ref, ro run ir dowb, Pſ«!- 18, 23. Oh, labour to make a 
this fin odlons to thy ſoul, and double thy guards, and thy 4 , 
oe 
Y 


reſolution againſt Ir, becauſe this hath, and doth moſt diſ- 
honour God, and endanger thee, 

Dire&ion I1I. Strive to aff: thy beart with « deep ſenſe 
of thy preſent miſery. Read over the foregoing Chapter again 
and again, and get It out of the Book Into thine heart. 
Remember when thou lieft down , that for ought thou 
knoweſt, thon mayeſt awake in flimes; and when thou 
Tiſeft up, that by the next night thou maye(t make thy bed 
In hell; Is it a juſt matter co live jn ſach a fearful caſc ? 
To ſtand tottering upon the brink of the bortomleſfs pir, 
and ro live at the mercy of every diſcaſe, thar If ir will 
bur fa!l vpon thee, will ſend thee forrhwich into the burn= 
Ings? Suppoſe thou ſaweft a condemned wretch hanging 
over Nebachadntz;trs barning fiery furnace, by nothing 
buta ewine Threed, which were ready ro break every mo+ 
ment, wonld not thine heart tremble for ſuch an one ? 
Why, thon art the man; This is thy very cafe, O man, 
woman, that readeſt this, if thou be yer unconverted. 
What if the thread of thy life ſhould break ? (Why, thou 


knoweſt not bur ic may be the next nigh:, yea the next 
M0? 


ac 
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moment) Where would thou be then? Whither weuldtt 
thou frop ? Verlly, upon the crack but of this Thread, 
thou falleſt into the 1:ke that burneth with fire and brima 
ſtone ; where thou muſt ly ſcalding and ſwelrering in s 
fiery ocean, while God hath a Belng, If thou die fo thy 
preſent caſe, And doth not thy ſoul tremble as thou read- 
eſt? Do not thy Tears bedew the Paper, and thy heart 
throb in thy boſom ? Doſt thou not yer begin to (mite on 
thy breaſt, and bethink thy (elf what need thou haſt of a 
change? O'), What Is thy heart made of ? Haft thou nor 
only loſt all regard to God, but art without any love and 
plty ro thy ſelf? | 

Oh, ſtudy thy miſery, till thy heart do' cry out for 
Chriſt, az carnefily as ever a drowning man did for a boar, 
or the wounded for a Chirargeon. Men moſt come and (ee 
the danger, and fcel the (mart of thelr deadly (ares and 
ſickne(y, or elſe Chriſt will be to them a phyficlan cſ na 
value, Matth, 9. 12. Then the man ſlayer haftens ro the 
clty of refuge, when perſued by the avenger of blood, Men 
muſt be even forced and fired out of themſelves, or elſe 
X they will nor come to Chriſt, *'Twas difireſs and ex remity 
; that made the prodigal think af returning, Luk. 15. 16. 17. 
| While Leedicee thioks her ſelf rich, Incrcaſed In goods In 
reed of nothing, there is lit;le hope- She muſt be deeply 
convinced of her wrerchednels, blindneſs, poverty, naked» 
neſs, before ſhe will come to Chrift for hls gold, ralmenr, 
eye (aive, Rev. 3- 17. 18, Therefore hold the eyes of 
- conſcience open, amplifi: crhy miſery as much as pcfſſible; 
do not fly the fight of ir, for fear It ſhould fi!l the with 
terrour, The lenſe of thy miſery Is bur as it were the 
{uppuration of the wound, which fs neceſſary to the cure. 
better fear the torments that abide thee now,than feel them 
hereafter. 

Direct, IV, Settle it xpon thy hratt, that this art wander 
an tytrlaſling inebility ever to recover thy ſelf Never think 
thy praying, readlog, hearing, confctſing, amending. 
willdo the cure. Theſe muſt be attended, but thou arr 
undone if thou reſteft In them. Ram. 10 3- Thou art a 
loſt mzn, If chon hopeſt ro eſcape drowning upon any 
other plank. bur Jcſus Chrift, 4, 4- 12. Thou muſt 
unlcaca chy ſelf, and renannce thin own wildow, thine 
| F2 $ own 
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own righteouſneſs, thine own firengrh, and throw thy. ſelf 
wholly apon Chrift, as a man that (wimmeth caſreth hias- 
ſelf upon the water, or elle thou czn(t nor eſcape. While 
men truſt in themſelves, and eſtavi!fh their own rightcoul- 
neſs, and have confidence In the fl:ſh, they will nor come 
ſavivgly ro Chriſt, Luk. 18. 9. Philip. 3- 3, Thou muſt 
know thy gain to be bur joſs and dung, thy firength but 
weakneſs, thy righteouſneſs rags and rotrennets, before 
there will be an effcQual clolure between Chrift and thee 
Philip. 3. 7, 84 9+ 2 Cor. 3. 5. Ija. 64.6. Can the lifeleſs 
carcale ſhike off Irs grave cloaths, and looſe the bands of 
death? Then mayeſi thou recover thy (elf, who art dead - 
Io treſp:\]es and fins, avd under an Impoſhbiliry of ſerving - 
thy maker ( accepra>ly ) lathis condition, Rew. 8 8 Heb, 
It. 6. Therefore when chou goeſt ro pray, or meditace, 
or to do any of the duties to which thou art here derec, 
ted, go out of thy elf, call in the help of the Spirir, as 
deſpairing to do any thing pleating ro God, in thine own 
firengch: Ycr orglect not thy duties bur le at the pool, 
and walt In the way of the Spirit, While the Exxxib was 
readivg, then the Holy Ghoſt ſent philip ro him, AG. 8. 
28 29. When the Diſciples were praying, Af. 4. 3t 
when Cornelins and his freinds were hearing, AR 10 44, 
th:.n hc Holy Ghoft fell upon them, and filled rhem all. 
Strive ro give up thy ſelt ro Chrift, firive ro pray, f(trive 
to meditate, firlve an hundred and an hundred times, try 
to do ft as well as thou canfi; and while thou art. endeaz 
youring in the way of thy duty, the Spirit of the Lord, 
will come upod thee, and help thee to do what of thy 
ſelf thou art utrerly wnable anto, Prov. 1, 23, 

DereR, V. Forthwith renounce all thy ſins, If thou 
yield thy (elf ro the contrary pradice of any fio. thou 
art undone, Rom, 6. 19, In vain doſt thou hope for life 
by Chriſt, excerpt thou departfrom inſquity, 2. 19, For. 
ſake thy fins, or elſe thou cant nor find mercy, Prov 28. 
33+ Thou canſt not be married co Chrift, exceprdivorced 
from ſin. Give up the traitor, or-you can have no peace 
whh heaven. Caſt the head of Sheba over rhe wall ; Keep 
mot Dalileh In thy lap, Thou muſt part with thy (ins, or 
with thy ſon! : Spare but on fin, and God will not ſpare 
thee, Never make excoſcs, thy fins muſi die, or _ 
my 
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- muſt dle for them, Pſ«l. 68, 21. If thou allow of one fin, 


though but a little, a (ecret one, though thou mayeſt 
plead receility, - and have a hundred ſites and «<xcaſes for 
Ir, the life of thy (oul - muſt go for. the life of that 
ſio, Ex'þ. 18. 21, And will it not be dear Iy bought? 

O tiuner, hear and conſider, 1! thou wile pare with thy 
finz, God will gire the his Chrift, Is not this a fair ex+ 
chang: ? teſtific unto thee this day, that If thou periſh, 


- Ir is not becauſe there was never a Saviour provided, nor 


life tendred, but beczuſe thou preferredir ( with the Jews) 
the murderer b:lore thy Srviour, fin beſore Chritt, and 
lovedit darkneſs rather then light, Fob, 3- 19. Search thy 
heart theretore With candles. as the Jews did their houſes 
for leavch, before the failover : Labour ro ftad out thy 
fins, enter into thy cloſer, and conſider, What evil have 
I lived ic? What dury have I neglefted towards God? | 
What fin here } lived fa agaioft my brothei? And now 
ſirike the darts through the heart of thy fia, 8x Joab did 
through Abſelom's, 2 Sen. 18. 14. Never {land looking 
vp23t thy fi1, nor rolling the morſe] under thy tongue, 
765 20 11 bu: ſpir fr our as poyfon, wihh fear and' 
dereſts:ion, A'as ! Whar ill thy fins do for thee, that 
thou ſhouldit flick at parting with them? they will t]:ttce 
thee, bur they will undo thee, znd cut thy throat while 
they (mlle upon thee, & poyſon the while they pleaſe thee, 
and arm the jaſtice & wrath cf the infiaireG2d agiialt thee, 
They wil open h:«ll for thee, & piicup fewe! io burn thee, 
B :nold the gib92euhar they have prepared forthee, Oh lerve” 
themlikeHamen,udo upon ilicm the exccotion rhey wourd 
elle have done upon thce, Away with them, crucitic them, 
and let Chriſt only be lord over thee, 

Direft, VI. Make & ſolttin Choice of God for thy portion 
and bleſi:antfs, Deu:; a6, With all poſliale devotion and 
veneration avouch the Lord for thy God, Ser t%e world, 
with all ics glory, and palar, 25d patianiry, whh all its 
plezzures and promotions, on the on liand; and fer God, 
with ail his. Iofialie excel! notes and perf: tlons, on the 
other ; and (ce that thou do deliberately make thy choice, 
Joſh. 24, 15, Take up thy reſt in God, Job 6.68, Scr 
thee down under his ſhadow, Cant. 2* 3. Lec his promſicf 
and perfcRions turn the ſcale agaiaſt all the world, _ 
F 3 ti 
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it upon thy heart that the Lord fs an all ſufficient portion, 
thar thou canft not be miſerable while thou haſt a God to 
live vpon.; Take him for thy ſhield, and exceeding greit 
reward, God alone Is more than ail the world, content 
thy ſelf with him : Let others carry the prefer ments and 
glory of the world, place thou thy happineſs In hls favour, 
and the light of hls countenance, P/al. 4, 6, 7. 

Poor finner, thou art fallen off from God, anJ haſt 
engaged his power and wrath agalanft thee: Yet know, 
that of his a>undantgrace, he doth offzr to bs thy Gad 
again In Chriſt, 2 Cor. 6, 17 13, What (ayeſt thou, man? 
Wilt thou have the Lord for thy God ?F Why, rake this 
eounſcl, and thon ſhilt have him, Come to him by h's 
Chriſt , Job, 14, 6. Renounce the Idols of thine own 
pleaſures, gain, reparation, 1Theſ 1. 6, Let theſe be pulled 
out of the throne, and ſet God's intereſt uppermoſt iq 
thine heart; Take him as God, to be chief in thine affcR- 
ions eftimations, intentlons ; for he will not endure to 
have any ſct above him, Rom. 1. 24, Pſal 73. 25. Io a 
word, Thoag muſt take him in all hls perſonal Relations, and 
In all hls ;f:nt5el Perfeitions: 

Firſt, io all his perſonal! Relations, God the father muſt 
be taken for thy father, ir. 3 4 19, 22. ON, come to 
bim wich the Prodigal, father, 1 have (inned againft heaven 
and fn the fight; and am not worthy to be called thy (on, 
but fince of thy wonderful mercy, thou art pleaſed to take 
me, that am of my (elf a dog, a (wn, a divel, to be thy 
child, I ſolmnly rake thee for my Father, commend my 
ſelf to thy care, and trult to thy Providence, and caſt my 
burden on thy ſhoulder:. 1 depend on thy proviſion, and 
ſubmit ro thy corcelour, and traft under the ſhadow of 
thy wings, and hide in thy chambers, and tly tothy came, 
I renounce all confidence ln my ſelf, I repoſe my conf 
dence in chee, I depoſe my concerments with thee.: I 
will be for thee, and for no other. Again, God the $-n 
muſt be taken for thy Savioury for thy Redeemer and 
Righteouineſs, 7oh, 1. 2+ He muſt be accepted as the only 
way to the Father* and the only means of ilfe, Heb. 5. 25 
Oh then put off the rayment of thy captivity, on with the 
wedding garment, and go and mary thy (clf ro Jeſus Chriſt, 
Lord, Iam thine- and all that I havez my body, my ſou!, 
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my name. myecttate. I ſe:iid a bill of devorce to my other 
lovers: Igive my heart tothee, I will be thine undividedly, 
thiac everlaſtiogly. 1 will ſet thy name on all I have, and 
uſc it only as thy goods, as thy loan during thy leave» re= 
ſigning all ro thee. I will have no Klag but thee: Reign 


thou aver me, Other Lords have had dominion over me ;z x7 
bur now 1 will make mention of thy namT7vnly and doPr 


here rake an oath of fczity to thee, promiſing and vowin 

to ſerve, and love, and fear rhes, above all competitors, 
T difayow mine own righteouſneſs, and deſpair of ever 
being pardoned and ſaved (or mine own dutles, or graces 
and lean only ou thine all-ſufficient (ſacrifice and Inrerceſ- 
fion, for. pardon, and life, and accep! ance before God, I 
take thee for mine only guide and InftruQer, reſolving to; 
be led and direRted by thee, and to wait for thy counſel, 
and that thine ſhall be the caſting voice with me. Lafily, 
God the Split muſt be raken for thy SanRifier, Rem. 8.9; 
I4. Gal. 5. 15, 18. for thin Advocar, thy Counſellorgthy 
Conforter, thy Teacher of thiue ignorance, & the Pledge 
and Earneſt of thine Inheritance. Rem, 8.26 Pal. 73.24. 
Joh. 14, 16 Epbes. 1. 14. Fob, 14, 26 . Ephe|. 4. 30, As 
wake thou Narth wind, and come thou South , and 
blow upon my garden, Cart. 4: 16, Come thou Spiz 
rit of the Moſt high, here is a houſe for thee, 
here is a temple for thee: Here do thou reſſt for ever; 
dwell here, and reft here : Lo, I *glre up the poſſeſſion 
to thee, fuil poſſeſſion. I ſend thee the keys of my hearr 
that ail may be ſor thy uſe, that thou mayeſt put thy goods, 
thy grace into every room. I give up the uſe of all rochee, 
that every ſaculty, and every mtmber may be thine ſuftrn« 
ment, to work righreoufneſs, and do the will of my Father 
which is in heaven. 

Secondly, 1n all his tftnlial Perfeiions, Conſider how 
the Lord hath revealed himſelf ro you in his word ; Wilk 
you take him as ſuch a God? O tinner, here's che bleſl 
edeſt news that ever came to the {ons of men: The Lord 
wll! be thy God; Gen. 17. 5. Rev. 21. 2: if thou wile bur 
clole- with him in hls exccllcacies. Wile thog have the 
metciſu!, the gracious, the fin- pardoning God to be thy 
God? Ohyes (laith che finner ) I am undone elfe, But the 
farher iclls thee, 1 am the holy and fin-hativg God : If 
F 4 thou 
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thou wiſc be owned as on of my people, thon muſt be holy 
Per. tr. 16. holy in heart, holy tn life” Thou muſt pur a- 
way ail chine fniquiries, be they never ſo near, never fo 
natural, never (ſo neciflary to the maintaining thy flc(hly 
Interett, Unleſs thou wilr be at defiance with fin, I cannor 
be thy God. Cali out the leeven, put awey the evil of thy 
glags, ceaſe to do evil; learn to do well, or elſe I can 
have nothing to do with thee, 7ſe. 1. 16, 197, 18. Bring 


 forch mine encmics,or there 1s no Peace to be had with me. 


What doth thine l;eart anſwer?Lord, I] defire ro have thee 
2s ſ=ch a God Idifire to be holy, as thou art holy, robe 
made partaker of thy holin-ts. Jlcve thee, not only for 
thy goodneſs and mercy, bur for thy holineſs ard pur'ty. 
I raks thy holine)s for my happineſs: Oh. be tome a founs 
eaio of holineſs, fer on me the amp and Impreſs of thy 
holizeſs, | will thankfully part with #i! my fins at thy com- 
mani: My wiltui fins I do forth: wich forſ:ke ; and for my 
Infiriai:t's that 1 cantior ger rid of, tho I would, T wil 
Aic:ve acai:2it them fo the uſe of the means, 1 derefi them, 
and wi'l pray and war agataſt chem, 2nd will n:yer ler 
them have quiet rcft In my ſou); B:ioved, whoſocver of 
You vill rt1iz3 accept of the Lord for his God, he ſhall 

Apain, Hz teis you, Tam the All ſufficient God, Ger.19, 
1 Will you layaliar wy feer, and glve |: up to my ditg oe, 
and tzke me for your only portion ? Will you own and 
honour mince All=ſutfitencyz; Will you rake me as your 
happice(s and treaſure, your hope and bliſs? 1 am a Sun 
and a Shleld, all in one: Will you have mc for your All! ? 
Gen. 15. I: Pſel. 84. 11 Now, Whatdeſt thou ſay to this; 
D2'h thy month waecr after the onions and fl:fh-pots of 
Eeypt? Arr thou loth no exchange the earthly happlne(s, 
for a pre in God 3 and chough thou wouldfi be glad to 
have Gd and the world too, yer canft thou not think 
of h:viog him, and nothlng but him, bur hadfi rather rake 
up with'the earth below, If God would bur let thee keep 
Jc as long as chon wonldeſt? This is « fearful ſign. Bur now, 
If thou are willing to fell all for the pearl of great price, 
Math: 13 45. If thine heart anſwer, Lord, [ difice no 
other portion bat thee; Teke the corn, and the wine, 
and the oil whoſo will, ſa I may here the light of thy coun- 
ecnauce, 
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renance 1 pirch upon thee for my happinels, Igladly ventnre 
my ſelf on thee,and truſt my ſelf with thee. I ſer my hopes 
in thee, | take up my reſt with thee, Let me hear thee 
ſay, | am thy God, thy Salvation, and 1 have enough, all 


I with for, 1 will make noo terms with thee, but for thy (elfs - : 


Let me bur have. thee ſure, Let me be able ro make my 
claim, and fee my title to thy (elf, znd for other things? 
T leave them to thee 3 give me more or (els, any thing or 
nothing, I will be (athficd In my God, Take him thus, and 
he 4 thine own. 

Agaln he tells you; 1 am the Soveraign Lord : If you 
will have me for your God, you ruſt give me the ſupre» 
macy, Matih. 6, 24. 1 will not be an underiing; You 
muſt nor make me a (ccond to fin, or avy worldly Intereſt 
If you will be my people, I muſt have the rule over you 3 
you muſt nor live at your own If, Will zov cone under 
my yoke? W1ll you bow to my gavernment? Will you 
ſubmir ro my diſcipline, ro my word, to my rod? Sins 
ner, Whatlayeſt thou this? Lord, 1 had rather be er 
thy command, than live #t mine own 11!t:1 had rather have 
thy will to be done than mine : I approve of, and conſent 
to thy laws, and account ir my p:\viledge to lie under 
them- And though” the fl:ſh rebel, and often break over 
boards, 1am 1cfolved ro t:ke no other Lord but thee. I 
williagly take the oath of rhy ſupremacy, and acknowledge 
thee for my liedge Soveraign, and reſolve all my days to 
pay thee tribute of worſhip, obedierice and love, and ers 
vice to thee, and troffve to thee, as thy end of my life. 
This is a right accepting of God: 

To be ſhort, He tells you3 I am the true and faithfull 
God 2: I[fyou wii] have me for your God, you muſt be 
content torruſt me; 2 Tim. 4 12, Prov. 3. 5s. Will you 
veiiture your (elves upon my word, and depend upon my 
fairhfullneſs, and rake my bord for your (ecurtty ? Wil 
yn h2 content to fo iow mein poverty,end reproach; and 
aff.iKion here; and tn tec much going out, and little come 
ing 'n, end to tircy Of the wixe world for your prefera 
m Pet; Matth. 9. 21. Idz:} much upon truſt ; Will you 
bs cone 19 !{bour, 2n:t rofſuff-r, and to rarry for your 
rerras !'1] the reſurrection ofthe jull? Lab. 14. 14s 
The worm? (f my prom! © will nor pretert'y bring forth : 

F< 
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Will you have the patler.ce to wait ? Htb. io: 35. Now, 
beloved 3 What ſay you co thiz? Will you have this 
God for your God ? Will you be content to {ive by falth, 
and truſt him for an unſeen happineſs, an unſeen heaven, 
an unſcen glory ? Do your hearts anfwer, Lord we will 
venture our ſelyes upon thee, We commit our ſelves to 


thee, we roll upon thee, we know whom we haverruſted,” 4. 


we are willing to take thy word, we will prefer thy pro» 
miles before cur own poſleſiions, and the hopes of heaven 
before all the epjoyments of the earth 3 we will wale thy 
leiſure: What thou wilr here, ſo that we may have bur 
thy falthfull promiſe for heaven hereafter ? If you can in 
truth, and vpcn deliberation, thns accept of God, he will 
be yours. Thus there muſt be in a righr converficn to 
God, a clofing with him (ulrablc to his excecllercles., Bur 
when men cloſe with his mercy, but yer love ſip, hating 


Hollneſs ard purity; or will take-them for t'\clr Benefic- 


tor, but nor for their Soveralgn ; cr for their Patron, bur 
for their Portion; this is no thorow and no ſound 
converfion. 

Dire&t VIIAccept ofthe Lord Jeſus in all bis efſices, with 
all bis inconveniences 4s ihine, Upon theſe rerms Chriſt 
may be had Sinner, Thou haſt uadone thy ſelf, and are 
plunged into the ditch of moſt deplorable miſery cur of 
which they are never able to climb up : But Jeſus Chriſt fs 
able and ready to help thee,and he freely readers himſelf 


to thee, Heb. 9, 25, 7ob, 3« 36. Be thy fins never ſo ma» | | 


ny, never ſogreat, of rever fo lorg corticuznce, yer 
thru ſhalt be mo} certalnly pardoned and f(aved, if thou 
doſt not wrerchedly negle& the offer that in the name of 


God is here made unto thee, The Lord J: (us calleth nn» | 


to thee, to lock unto him aud be ſaved, Tſe. 45. 22. to 
come unto him and he wil in no wiſe caſt :th:e our, oh, 
GH. 37. Yea, he Is a ſuſfor to thee, and bcſ{etcheth thee 
to be r*conciled, 2 Cor. 5, 20, He crycth in the fireets, 


He knocketh ar thy door, he wooeth thee to accept of - 


him, and five with him, Prev. 1 20. Rerv. 2. 30. If thou 


dleft, *%tis becauſe thou wou!dR notcome to him for life, ; 


Joh: 5, 40 Now accept of an cfercd Chriſt, and thou art /, 


made for ever; Naw give upthy conſent to him, and the 
watc}: iz made, all itie world cat:not hinder it, Do, =_ 
and 
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DirefAzons for Converſions 5, + 
fiand off becauſe of thine anworthineſs. Man, I tell- 


1” thee, nothing in all the world can undo thee, but thine 
| * unwillingneſs. Speak, man; Art thou willing of thy match? 


Wile than have Chriſt in all bls relations to be thine 3; thy 


' King, thy Prieſt, thy Prophet , Wilt thou have him with 


all his inconveniences ? Take not Chriſt hand over head, 


A. dur fir dowa firſt, and covnt the coſt. Wilt thou lay all 
" at his feet? Wilc thou be content to run all hazards with 
him? Wilc thon rake thy lot with him, fall where fc 


will ? Wilr thoudeny thy ſelf, rake up thy croſs, and 
follow him ? Art thou deliberacly, underftandingly, free- 
ly, fixedly, determiacd to cleave to him in all times, and 
condicions? If ſo, my ſonl for thine, thou ſhalt never 
periſh, Joh, 2. 15. bur art paſſed from death to liſe. Here 
lies the main point of thy ſalvation that thon be found in 
thy covenantecloſure with Jeſus Chrift 5 and therefore, if 
thou love thy (elf, ſee that thou be faithful co God and. 
thy ſoul here. 

DiceR. V IIT Reſign vp «ll thy powers and faculties, and 
thy whole intereſt, to be bis. They gave their ownſelves nun 
to the Lord, 2 Cor. 8. 5. Preſent your bodies as a living 
ſrcrifice, Rom. 12, 1. The Lord ſceks not yours, but you; 
Reſign therelore thy Hody, with all irs members, to himz 
and thy ſoul, wich all Its powers ; thathe may be glort. 
fied in thy body, and in thy ſpirit, which are his, 1 Cor. 


. 6, 20. Ia a right cloſure with Chrift, all the faculties 


give up te him. The ju{ignentſabſcribes, Lord thou arc 
worthy of all acceptation; chlef of ren thouſand : Happy 
Is the man tht fiaderth thee. All the things that are to be 
defired, are nor co be comparcd whth thee, Prov. 3. 13, 
14+ 15. The underſtanding lays afide its corrapt reaſonings 
and cavils, and ics prejudices againſt Chrift and his ways, 
Ir is now paſt queſtioning and diſputing, and caſts tt. for” 


- Chriſt, againſt ail che world, Ir concludes, *tis good 


tobe here; and ſces ſuch a treaſure in this ficld, fach 
valuc io this pearl, as Is worth all, Math 13. 44: Oh 
here is the cicheft bargain that ever | mede, here is the 
richeſt p;izc thatever man was offered, here Is the ſore» 
reigneſt remcdy that ever mercy prepared ; he is worthy- 
of ay eſtcem* worthy of my choice, worthy of my love, 


worthy t@ be embraced, .adgred, admired for eycrmore; 
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” Rev, 5: 12, Tapprove of his articles, his terms are righ- 
© xeous 20d reaſonable, (ull of equity and mercy. Again, 
” the will refigns ; It ftands no longer wavering, nor with- 
log and woulding, bu is peremptorlly determined : Lord 
'® thy love hath overcome me, thog haſt won me, and thou 
© ſhalc haiveme: Come in. Lord 3 to thee I freely open 
*>I conſent to he ſaved in thine own way, thou ſhilt have 
S any thing, thou (hilt have all, ler me but have thee, The 
memory givzs up &o Chrlit : Lord, here is a fore houfe 
for thee. : Out whth this traſh, lay in thy treaſure : Let me 
be a granary, 4 repoſi:ory of thy truths, thy promlſes, 
thy.providences. The confcience comes In ; Lord I 
wHl cyer fid=: with thee, [ will be thy faithfullRegliſter;i will 
warn hen the ſinner is rempred, and (mite when thou art 
offended , | will witneſs for thee, and judge for thee, 
and guide into thy ways, and will never let fin have 
quiet -jn this ſoul. The affeftions alſo comes in to 
Chrift ; Oh, ſcith love, | am fick of thee, Oh, ſeith 
arfiie , now 1 have my longing : Here is the ſa- 
thfation 1 fought for ; here is the defire of nations 3 
here is th: bread for me, ard b:]m for me, all that 1 want, 
Prar bows the knee with awe end wiitreation; Welcome, 
Znrd; to thee wil | pay my homage, thy word and thy 
rod hall I command my motions, thee will I revcrence and 
adore, before thee will 1 fal] down and worſhip. Grief 
likewiſe puts on : Loid, thy diſpleaſure and thy diſhonour, 
thy peoples caiamiries, and minc own Infquities, hz] be thar, 
that {hel fer me abroach:1 will mourn when thoy zrioffendedy 
1 will weep when thy cauſe js wountef, Anger {: bewiſe comes 
38 ſor Chrifi:Lord, nothing (o corages meas my folly againſt 
thee;ther I ſhould be fo befooled, and b:witched,as to hear- 
ken ro the flirteri:s of (ia, and remprerions of Siten againſe 
race. Hatred 00 will [i4e with Coriit:* proteti mortal enmity 
with eine enemies, ihe 1 will never be: ftriznds with thy 
foes; |} vow an immortal quarrel whh every fin, 1 will 
give oo quarter, 1 will make no peace, Thus leg ell thy 

powers g:v! up to Jrſns Chriſt. 

Aztin, Thou muſt give up thy whole intereſt to him : 
If chzre be any thing that chon keepeſt b:ck from Chrift, 
ir wil! be thine undoing, Lak. 14, 23. Ualeſs. tow wile 
forſite 
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forſake all ( in preparation and reſolution of thy heart ) 
thou canſt not be his diſciple; Thou muft hate father and 
mother, yea, and thine own life alſv In compariſon of 
him, and 2s (ar as it fiands in competition with him, Mat, 
10, 37. Luk. 14, 26: 27. &6; Ina word, thou muſr 
glvc him thy iclf, and all that thou haſt, without reſeryatl- 
or elſe thou canſt have no part in him, 

Dire&, 1X. Make choice of the Lews of Chriff, as the 
Yale of thy words, thoxghts and aftions,Plal. 109, yo: This 
js the true canyerts choice, But here remember theſe 
rules, 14. Tix uſt Chaſe them a, There is no com» 
jog to heaven by a partial obedience 3 Read Pſel. 119.6, 
128, 162. Exth., 18: 21, None may think it enough to 
take vp with the cheap and eafic pare of Rellgiong and 
let alone the duties thar are coſtly, and (c]f denying, and 
grate vpon the Intereſt of the fleſh : You muſt rake all, or 
none, A (incere converc, though he makes moſt conſcl- 
ence of the greateſt fins, and weighticft duties 5 yet he 
maks truc conſcience of little fins, and of all duties, Pſal+ 
19. 6. 113. Matth, 23: 23: 2+ For «lt times. For profpc- 
rity, and for 2dverfity; whether it rain or ſhine, A 
true convert is reſolved In his way, he will ſtand: to his 
choice, and will not ſer his back to the wind, and be of 
the religion of the !hmes: * Thavefiuck to thy teſtimonies 
* 1 have Inclined my hezrt to perform thy ſratutes alway 
© evento the end, Thy teſtimonies have I caken, 'as an 
* herirage for Ever: Pal: 119. 31: 111: 119, 44: 93: ©I 
* will have reſpe& unto thy ſtatutes continually. This muſt © 
not be dont band over hted, but deliberatly, and underſtands 
ingly: That diſobedienr Son faid, 1 goSirz but be went 
not, Math: 24 230: Haw fairlydid they promiſe ? Al 
that the Lord owr God (hall ſptak xnto thee, we will do itt 
And *tis like rhey (prke as they meant ; bur when it came 
to tryal, it was found thar there was not ſuch a heart In 
them, as ro do what they haipromiſed, Dext 5: 25, 29» 
If you would be fincere inclofing with the laws and ways 
of Chriſt, Firſt, Stxdy the meaning. and latitxde. and £2» 
paſs of them : Remember that rhey are very ſpiritna), they 
reach the very thoughts and inclinattons of the heartz (o 
thax if you will walk by thls rule, your very thonghts - 
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toward motions muſt be under government, Agaln, That 
- theyare very ſtrid, and (elf-denying, quice contrary to 


the grain of your natural Inclinations, Metth: 16, 24. 


You muſt take the firale gare, the narrow way; and be 
\ content r9 have the fl-fh curbed from the liberty ft defires, 
Mutth, 7. 14. In a word, that they arc very large 7 For thy 
commendments 3s excteding broad, Plal. 119, 95: Secondly 
Reſt not in generals, ( for there is much deceit in thar, ) 


hat bring down thy heart ts the particular commuends of Chriſt 


Thoſe Jews in the Prophet ſeemed as well reſolved as any 
In the world, and called Gad ro wiene(s, that rhey meant 


a» they (aid; But they flack in generals, When God's: 


command c:rolleth their inclination, they will not obey, 
Jer. 42: 1. 23 3: 4+ 5:6. compared with chep. 43. v: 2, 
Take the afſcaiblies larger Carechiſm, and ſee their cxcel- 
lentand moſt compendious expoſi:ion of theCommandments 
and pur thy hearceo ir, Art thou refolyed, in the {crengrh 
of Chiiſr, co (et apon the-coniclentious praftice of evcry 
dury that thou findeſt to here required of thee, and to (er 
veaiaſc every fin that thon findeſt there forbidden ? 

This is the way to be ſound In God's ftaiutes, that thou 
mzyeitnever bs aſhamed, P/ſal: 19 80: Thirdly, Obſerve 
the ſpeciai duties that thy hearc is mioſt agaioſr, and the 
ſpeclal fias thar 'cis moſt Inclined unto; and ſee whether 
Ir be truly reſolved roperform the one, and forcgo the 0s 
ther. hat (ayeſtthou to thy boſom fin, thy gainful ſin? 
What (ayeſc thou ro caſtly, and hazardous, and fleth, dife 
pleaſing duties? If rhou halreft here, and doſt not re- 
ſolve, by che grace of God, to croſs thy fleſh, and pur to 
Ir, thou art unſound, Pal. 18: 23: and t19: 6: 

Dire&. X, Let all this. be compleated in «4 ſolemn covenant 
between God and thy ſaxl, Pal, 119.105. Neh. 10. 29. For 
thy better help therein, take theſe few diceRions, 

Firft, Ser apart (ome time, more than once, tobe ſpent 
in ſecret before the Lord. 

1. In ſetking terneſtly his ſpecial aſſiſtance, and gracious 
aceeptence of thee. 
2. In confidrving diſtinfly all the terms or conditions of the 
Covenant, exyreſſed inthe form hereafter propoſed. 
3. Inſ:arching thine heart, whether thou &rt fencerely wil- 
Ting to ſforſeke all thy ſins, end to reſign »þ thy Jelf, body fon 
fox 
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ſoul, nnto God, and his ſervice ; to-ſerve-bim inbolineſs and 
righteoxſneſs all the days of thy liſe. ; 

Secondly , Compoſe thy (ſpirit Into the moſt (erious 
frame potlidic, (ultable ro « tranſaRion of (o high impor- 
rance, 

Tiird'y, Lay hold on the Covenant of God, and rely upon 
his promiſe of giving grace and firength, whereby thou 
mayeſt be enabled to perform thy promiſe. Truſt not ro 
thire own firepgth, to the Rirength of thine own reſclutl« 
0.75, but take hol:1 on his ſirength. 

Fourthly, Reſolve to be faithful; having engaged thine 
heart , opened thy mouth, and ſubſcribed with thy 
havd unto the Lord, reſolve in his ſirepgth never to go 
back. 

Laſily, Being thus prepared, on ſome convenient time 
ſer apart for the purpoſe, ſcr upon the work; and 1a the 
moſt (o!lemn manner poſſible, as if the Lord were viſibly 
preſent before thine eyes, fall down on thy knees, and 
fpreading forth thine hands rowards Heaven, open thine 
heartto the Lord in theſe, or the like words, 


Moſt dreadful God-! For the pafſion of thy Son, The- 
(cech thee, accept of thy poor pradigal, now pra» 
ſtrating himſclfat thy door : I have fallen from thee by 
mine iniq iry, and am by nac:ure a ſon of death, and a thoy, 
ſand fold more the child of hell, by my wicked practice 
bur of thine infinke grace, thow haſt promiſed mercy to 
The trrms of me inChriſt, If 1 will but turn to thee 
0x7 Communion with all my heart ; Therefore upon the 
«"t tither from call of thy Goſpel, I am now come in,aod 
which, 6:8 throwing down my weapons, ſuomic my 
which, my (clfto thy mercy, 
And becauſe thou requireſt, as the condition of my 
peace with thee, that I ſhould put away mine idols, and 
be at defyance with all thine encmles 
The terms from . which I acknowledgel have wickedly fid- 
which we muſt ed with,againſtthee;l here from the bot» 
tx!n:; Sin, $S&- toin of my heart renoance them all, firms ' 
tan, the World, Iy covenanting with thee, not to allow 
and ' 0x7 own myſcitin any known fin, bur conſciens' 
Righteoxſneſs, to uſe all the mcansthar 1 know thou haft 
4 Rs RR == 


12 Djreftions for Converfrone 
phich myſt be preſcribed, for the death aud utter de- 
thxs renounced, ſiruRtion of all my corruptions? And 

whereas I have formerly inordinately and 
idolatrouſly ler out my affeRions upon the world, I do here 
reſign up my heart to thce that madeſt ir; humbly pro- 
teſting before thy glorious Mojetty, thar it is the firm reſo« 
tation of my heart, and that 1do unfeignedly defire grace 
from thee, that when rhou ſhalt call me hereunto, 1 may 
practice this my reſolucion, through thy afiftance, to for« 
ſake all that is dear unto me inthils world, rather than 
ro turn from thee, to the ways cfiin;z and that I will 
watch againit all its temptations, whether of proſperity, 
or adverſity, left they ſhould withdraw my heert from 
thee ; befceching thee alſo to help me agiinlt che rempta» 
tions of Satan to whoſe wicked ſuggeſtions 1 reſolve, by 
the grace of God never to yield my ſelf 2 fervant, And 
becauſe my owa righteouſneſs is buc menitruons raps, 
I renounce all confidence therein, and acknowledg® thar 
I am of my ſelf a hopeleſs helpels, undone creature, 
wichout righteouſneſs or firength. 

And for ai mich as thou haft of Tie tirms to which 
thy bottomleſs m=rcy, offered moſt w? mai txrn, art 
graclouſly to me wretched finner,to either xitimatt, or 
be again my God, throvgh Chrift, mediate, 
if 1 would accept of ch:e, I call heaven and 
earth to record this day, tht I do here folemnly avouch 
thee for the Lord my God ; and whth all poſſible vene- 
ration, bowing tic neck of my foul under the fect of thy 
moſt ſacred Majefty, I do here take thee, Lord Fthovah, 
Fathzr, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, tor 
my portion, and chief good , and The »itimate 25 God 
to give up my ſelf 2udy and ſoavi, the Fazner, Son, and 
for thy ſervant, in promiſing and vow- holy G58} who muſt 
ing to ſerve thee in holineſs and be thas eccepted, 
righreouſneſs all che days of my life. 

And fince thou haſt zppoicted Tye marere terms 
-.the Lord Jcſus Chrift, the only ere ezth:y priencepal 

_mear's of coming unto thee, I dohere, or leſs proncipal, 
= gpon the bended knees of my ſou!, The prontipel is Chriſt 
' accept of him, 2s the only new atid the Mrdrato' who mat 

living way by which flaners may 3hxs be embraced. 

; have 


ba wwws _ —_- 


V Ra. 


Direfions for Converſion. 13 
have acceſs to thee 3 and do hereby ſolemnly joyn my 
ſelf in marriage covenant to him. 

O blcſled Jeſus, 1 came to thee hungry, and hardly bes 
flead 3 poor, ard wretched, and miſerable, and blind, 
and nekrd ; a moſt loarhlome, polluted wretch : a guil- 
ty, condemned mwaletaRor, unwor thy for ever to wath the 
feer of the (ecvants of my Lord, much more to be (olemn- 
ly married to the King of glory : Bui fith ſuch Þ thine un» 
parclelied love, I do here with al] my power acccept thee, 
and do rake thee for my Head and Husband ; for betrer 5 
for wo:ſesfor richer for poorer, far all :t1mes and condhtions; 
to love, honour, and ohey thee, before ali orthers, and 
this to the death; I embrace thee in alt thy offices: I re- 
pounce mince own worthineſs, and do here ayoiw thee to 
be the Lord my Rightconſneſs: I renounce mJne own 
wiſdom, and do here take thee for mine only guide: 1 
renounce mine own will, and take thy will for my laws 

And fince thoa haſt rold me, that 1 muſt (uffer If £ 
will relgn, 1 do here covenant with thee to take my lot, 
as it falls wich thee, and by thy grace afiiting, to run all 
hazards whth thee ; verily fuppeſiog that nelther deach 
nor life ſhall part between thee and me- 

And becauic thou haſt been pleaſ- 
Tht leaſt principel edto give me thy holy laws, as the 
are the Lews of ruleof my life, and the way in which 
Chriſt which maſt 7 ſhould walk to thy kiogdom, 1do 
be thus obſerved, here willingly put my neck under thy 
yoke, and ſet my ſhou'idzrto thy bur» 
den ; and ſubſcribing to all thy Laws, as holyy juſt and 
good, 1 (olemnly take them as the rule of my words, 
thoughts aud aQions ; promiſing that though wy !leſh con, 
tradi and rebel, yer 1 will endeavor to order and govern 
my whole life according 10 thy dire&ion, aud will nocal» 
low my (elf in the negle& of any thing that 7 know to be 
my duty- 

Oaly becauſe, through the frality of my fleſh, I am 
ſubj:& to many failings, 3 am bold humbly ro proteſt, 
That unallowed miſcarciages, contrary tothe ferled bent 
and reſolution of my heart, ſhail nor make void this COves 
nant = fo thou baſt ſaid. 


_ Aimighty God, fearcher of hearty, thou hong 
thar 
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thac 1 make this covenant with thee this day, without a- 
ny known gulle or reſervationy beſceching thee, that If 


thou eſpieſt any flay or falſh>od therein, thou wouldſi 
d'icoverir to me, and help me to do arighr, 

And no:v, Glory be to thee, O God the Father, whom 
I ſhiil be bold, from this day forward, to look upon as 
my God and Father, that ever thou ſhauldft fad our ſuch 
a wiy for the recovery of undone ſinners, Glory be ta 


thee, O Gad the Son, who haſt loved me, and waſhed me 


from my fias ln thine ow2 blood, and art now become my 
$:viour and Releemer, Glory be tothee, O God the fo» 
Iy Ghaſt, who by the finger oſthine Almighty Power haſt 
turned aboat my heart from tia to God. 

O dreadſul Z:heveh, the Lord God O nnfipotent, Fa« 
ther, $oa, and Holy Ghofif Thou arc now become my 
Covenant frivnd, and 1 through thine infinite grace, am 
become thy Covenant ſervant, Amen, So be it, And the 
Goveuzir which 1 hays made on cath, It it be ratified 
1a heaven, 


The AUTHOR'?'S Advke, 


in word ; not only in word, but in writing ; and that 
you wonld with «ll poſſivle reverence, ſpread the writing bte 


. fore the Lord, as if you wonld preſent it ts bin 45 Jour att and 


ated: And when you nave dane this, ſet your hand to it; 
þ'ep it 4s 4 mimorial of the ſolemn tranſefiions that b4th paſ- 
ſed between G:d 44d you, that you ms have rtcowſe is 3t 
in doxhts and temptations; 

Dicet, X1, Take hted of delaying thy converſion, and ſet 
pon & ſotedy and preſent turning, I made hafie, and atlaytd 


not.Pſel.r1 9,60, Remember, and tremble ar the ſad Inflance 


of che foolith Virgins, that came nor till the door of mercy 
was ſhar, Matth. 25, Andofa convinced Felzx, that pur 
off Pa! to another ſeaſon 3 and we never find that he hag 
ſuch a (e:ſon more, A, 24+ 25. Oh, come In while ic 
is called ro day, lett thou ſhouldit be hardoed through the 
gecelcfulne(s of fin; left the day of grace ſhould be overs 
and the things that belong to thy peace ſhould be hid from 
thinecyss, Now mercy is wooing of thiez no wo is 

alclog 


i Coutnant | adviſtyox to makt, not only in htart,but 
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walring to be gracious ro thee, and the Split of God Is 
ſtriving with thee : Now Miniſters are calling ; now Con- 
ſclence b5 ſtirrlog 3 now the ma: ket is open, and oyl may 
be had, thon haft opportunity for the buying : Now 
Chrift is to be had for the rzking. Oh! ſtrike 1n with the 
offers of grace : On)! now, or never. If thou make light 
of this cff:r, God may (wear In hls wrath, thou halt ne- 
ver taſte of his Supper, Luke 14, 24- 

Dire&. Xl I. Attend conſeientio»ſly when the word, 4s 
the mans aproznted far thy converſcon. Jim. 1. 18. 16, 
I Cor. 4. 15. A:tend, I fay, nor cuſtomarly bur conſel, 
entioaſly z with this defire, defiza, hope and expeRQat's 
on, that thon mayeft be converted by ir. To every Ser- 
mon thou heareit, come with this thought; * Ob Thope 
" God will now come in: IThope this day may be the 
* elme, tis may be the man by whem God vill bring me 
* home, When thou are coming to the ordinances, life 
vp thine heart thus ro God * Lord, let this be the Sabbath 
* let this be the ſeaſon, wherein 1 may reccive renewing 
* grece. Oh, let It be (ald, cliar ro day ſuch one was 
born unto thee, 

043j:4. Thorn wilt ſay, Thave been long a hearer of the 
word. 2nd yer it hatch nor been eff: url ro my converſi. 
o”. Anrſw. Yez, but thou hati nor artended upon it in 
this manner, 2s 4 mearis of thy converſion, nor with this 
deſign; nor praying for, and cxp.Givg of this happy ef- 
ſc& of tr, 

Dire&. XII Stribe fn withthe Spirit, when be begins 
to wo baton thy keert. When he works conviRions, Oh 
do not ftifle them, bur joyn in with him ; 2nd beg the Lord 
to carry on canvidtiors, to copverfior, Quench not the 
Splcir, do not out firire kim, do not re fiſt kim, Beware 
of putting our convictions by cvil company, er wordly 
bufincls, When thou findeft any troubles for fin, aud 
ſears about thine cternel fiate beg of God that they may ne» 


verileave thee, til] they have wrought «ff thy heart throughs 


ly from fin, and wroeght it everto }. ſus Chrift, Say to 

him, $:ribe home, Lvid; leave not the work 34 the midſt: 

If thox ſ:eft that 1 am not yet wounded thaxgh, that 1 am not 

troubled enough, warnnd m: yet deeper, Lord : Ov, go to the 

borcor of my corruption, Ut out the l:ft bload of my a 
. yicl 
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16 Directions for Conver fron, 
'yleld up thy ſelf te the workings of the Spirit, and hoiſe 
thy fails to his gufts, 

Dire, X1V. Set upon the conſtant and diligent uſe of 
ſerioxs and fervent in prayer: He thac neglefts prayer, Is - 
a proſanc and »nſanRificd ſinner, Jeb. 15 4. He that is 
nor conſtant fn prayer, Is bur an hypocrice. Joh, 27. 10, 
( unleſs the ommiſhzn be contrary to his ordinary courie, 
- under the force of (ome infiant remptation. ) . This is one 

of the firſi things conver fi vn appears [Þ, tha: icfers men on 

praying, Act 9. 11; Therefore ſet co this du'y : Letnever 

a day paſs over thee, wherein thog haſt got, moroing and 
evcning, ſer apart ſom: time for ſer and folemn prayer in 
ſecrer, Call thy family alſo rogether dayly and duely to 
the worſhip of God with thee, Woe be unto thee, if rhi2e 
be found amongſt the ſamiiles that call not on God's name, 
gn Io. 25» But cold and lifeleſs devorions willnatreach 
alf way to heaven ; Be fervent, and imporiunare; impor- 
tanity will carry Ir; bur without violence, the kingdom of 
heaven will not be raken; Metth: 11. 12: Thou muſt 
ſiriveto enter in. Luke 13, 24, and wreſiic with tears and 
ſupplications as Jacob, if rhou meaneſr ro carry the bleſ- 
ſiog. Gen. 32, 24. compared with ef, 12. 4: Thou art 

” undone for ever without grace,and therefore thou mul: pat 
to ic,ard reſolve to take no denial, Thit mau that-14 figs 
ed In this reſolution: well, I wrt beave gract; and I wil 
AEVEY g3ve Over, till Thavegrace; and I will never !taue 
ſething, and waiting, and ſiviving with God, and mine 


man \s in the liklieſt way to win grzce, 

O5j:. But God heareth not ſinners, their prayer 1s an 
abomfnarlon, 

An(w. Diſtinguifh berween finners, 1. There are Re- 
folved finners : Their prayers God abhors, 2 Retarning fin» 
Mrs: Theſe God will come forth ro, and mret with mercy, 

though yet a-far off, Lyke 15, 20. Though ive prayers of 
the unſaoRificd cannot have full acc<ptance, yet God 
hath done much at the rea 1eſr of ſuch; as at Ababs humil- 
liation, and Ninevebs faſt, 1 King. 21: 25. Jonth 3, 8, 
9. 10; Surely thou myſt go as far 2s theſe, tough thou 
haſt nograce: An1 how doſ: rhou know but thou, may 

; ſpecd {n thy ſult, as they did ia thelcs? Yea, bs babe 
| oy If 
s 


owNbeart. till bt do ren1w me by the power of bis grece, this - 


Direfions for Converſion, ny 
far more likely to grant thee, than them 3 fince thou as« 
keſt fn the name of Chriſc, and thar not for temporal hlel- - 
fings, as they, bur for things much more pleaſing co him ; 

viz (or Chriſt, grace, pardon, thet thox mayeft be juſtifie 
- 6d, ſanctificd, renewed and fitted to ſerve bim?* Turn to 
theic ſou].cncouraging Scriptures, Prov. 2, 1: 106; Lak. 
Ns 9: to. 1, 12:13: Pro. 8. 34, 35» 

Is jr oot good comfort that he calleth thee ? Mar 10, 
49: Doth he ſer thee on the uſe of means, and doſt thou 
thick he will mock thee? Doubtleſs, hewill not fall 
thee, if thou be nor wantiogto thy ſelf. Oh, pray, and 
falne nor, Lak: 18, 1: A perſonof great quality having 
offended the Duke of Buckingham: the King's great Favou» 
rite, being admitted unto his preſence, a'ter long waiting 
proſirats himſelf ar his feer, (aying,l a reſolved never to riſe 
more till Ibavt obtain'd your Grac's favwenr. With which car 
riage overcome him. Wich ſach a reſolution do thou throw 
thy ſelf at the feer of God : *Tis for thy life, and there- 
fore follow him, and give nor over: Reſolve thou wiltnor 
be pur off wvith bones, with common mercies:Whar though 
God do not preſently open to thee? Is not grace worth 

_ the waiting for? Kaock, and wait , and no doubt but, ſoo 
ner, or later, mercy will come, 

And this know, that thou haſt the very ſame cncurage- 
men! to ſeck and wait, that the Safars now ln giory once 
had ;, for they were once in thy very caſe, And have 
thy iped ſo well, and wilt thou nor go to the ſame door, 
and wajt upon God in the ſame courſe ? 

Dire&. XV. Forſake thy tvil company, Prov. 96; and 
end ſarbear the occaſions of fins, Prov. 23« 31, Thou 
wilt never be turned from fin, tiil chon wilt decline and 
forego the temprations of fin. 

I never expe thy converfion from fin, unleſs thou art 
brought ro ſome ſelt dental, as to ily the occaſions. If 
thou wile be nibling at the bair, and playing on the 
brink, and cempecring and meditiag with the (nare, thy 
ſoul with ſurely Be taken, Where God doth expoſe men 
In hls providence, unavoidable, to rempration, and the 
occafions are (ach as we cannot remove, we may expe&t 
ſpecial afſiftance in the uſe of his means : Bur when we 
tempt God, by running into danger, he will not —_ ro 

up-- 


. hh D:rectons for Conve fron. | 
pport us when we are tempred. And of all temptatſons; 
one of the moſt fatal and pernicious, Is, evil company, 
On, What hopeful beginnings have theſe often ſtifled ! Oh, 
th: (oaſs the eftates, the families, the rowns, that theſe 
have ruined / Hoy many @ p2or fianer hath been colight« 
ned, and convinced, and hath been juſt ready to give the 
Divil the ſip, and hath even efcaped his ſnare, and yee 
wicked cempany have pvlid him back artlaſt, and made 
him ſeven fold more the child of hell- In one word, [ 
hare no hopes of thee, ex-epr thon wile ſh:ke of thy evil 
eompany. Chriſt ſpeak:th ro thee, as to them in another, 
caſe : If tyou ſeth me, thin {tt theſe goth fr way Joh, 18.8. 
Thy life ties vupoa it: Forlake theſe, or elfe thou canſt nor 
liva, Prov. 96. Wilt thou be worſe than the beaſt. to 
ren on when th-u (eeſt the Lord with a drawn (word in the 
way ? N«mb.22. 33. Let this ſentance be written In Ca* 
pirals upon thy Conſtence, « Companion of Fools ſhall be 
deftroytd, Prov.13 22, The Lord hath ſpoken (t,and who 
"ſhalt reverſe it ? And wile thou run .vupon deftruRion, 
when God-+ himfzlf doth forewara thee? If God do 
eyer change thy heart, it will appear In the 
change cf thy conpany. Oh, fear and fly the gulf, by 
which ſo many thouſand ſouls haye been (wollowed Into 
perdition. Jc will be hard for thee, indeed, to make thine 
eſcape: Thy companions will be mocking thee out of thy 
Religion, and will ſtudy ro fill thee with prejudices a- 
azfnſt firiftneſs, as ridcn!ous and comfortiieſs, They will 
be flatteriog thee and alluring thee 3 bur remember the 
warnings of the holy Ghoſt, My Son if finntrs entice thee, 
conſent thou not. If thiy ſay, Come With us, caſt zn thy lot 
among us ; Walk not thox in the way with them, refrain 
thy ſoot from their path ; avoid it, paſs not by it, inrn from 
3t,and paſs awdy : For the way of the wicked is as derkutſs, 
they khow not at what they they ſiumble They lay wait ſor 
their own blood, they lurk privity for their own lives Prov. 
1. 10. to 18, and 4.4, to 19. My ſoul {y moved within 
me. to (ce how many of my hearers are like io perkh, 
both they and their huvſes, by this wratch:d miſchief, 
even the haunting of ſuch places, and company, whereby 
they are drawn Into fin, Once more I ad.nopifh you, as 
moſes did Iſrael, Numb: 16, 25, And bt ſpake wnto the con- 
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 gtgution, ſaying, Depart, 1 prey Joh 
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from the tents of the 
wick:d men. O ! flie them as you world thoſe that had 
the plagv*-ſores running in their forcheads, Theſe are 
the Divl.'s pandery, and Decoys; and if thou coft nor 
make thine eſcape, they wili toll thee Into perdition, and 
will prove thine eternal ruin. | 

Dire, XV?. Laſtly, Set apart & day to humbie thy foxt 
in ſecret, by faſting and prayer, to work the ſenſe of thy (ins) 
and miſrries upon thy keert, Read over the Aſſembly's Exy#» 
fition of the Comandements, and write down the duties omle 
ted, and fins committed by thee againſt every Comwande 
mednr, and (o m:ke catalogue of thy fins and with ſhime 
and forrow (pread them before the Lord, And If thy 
heare be truly willlſog ro the terms, joyn thy ſelf ſolemnly 
to the Lord In that Covenan! fer down in thy gth 
Dlire&lon, and the Lord grant the mercy fo his (ighr, 

This 1 have told thee, what thou mnſt do tobe ſaved; 
Wilt thou not now obey the voice of the Lord ? wilt thou 


' ariſe, ' and fet ro thy work ? O man, Whar anſwer wile 


thou make, what excuſe wile thou have, if thou ſhovidfit 
perifh ar [aft throvgh very wi'fulvels, when thev haſt 
known the way of life? 1 do not fear thy miſcarring, If 
thine own idleucſs do nor at laſt undo thee, innegleRing 
the uſe of the means that are ſo plainly here preſcribed. 
Rouze up, O ſtuggard, and ply thy work: Be doing and 
tne Lord will be with thee, 


DT 
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A ſhort Solilequy for an unregentrate Sinner. 

A H wretched man that I am ! What a condjcion have 

[ brought my ſelf into by fin? Oh Iſee my heart hath 
but deceived me all this while, In ftattering we, that my 
condition was good, 1'ee, I (te, 1am but a Joft and un» 
done man, for evc<r undone, vnleſs the Lord help me out 
of this condition. My fins! my fins! Lord, what an unclean, 
polluted wratch am1/ More loathſcme and odtous to 
thee,than the moft hatefal ycnom, or noiſome careale can 
be to me, Oh, which a hell of fir is in this hart of mine, 
which 1 have flattered my (elf xo be a good hear: 5 Lord, 
how univerſally am corrupted, 1n all my parts, powers, 
| per: 


_ 
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performance ! All the imaginations of the thouhgts of my 
heart are only evil continualy, 7 am under{an inaVilirty to, 
adverſeneis from, and enmity ageioſt any thing that Is good; 
and am prone to all chat is evil, My heart is a very fink 
of all fin : And oh che innumerable hofts and ſwarms of 
finful choughrs, words, and aRlons, that have flown from 
thence ! On the load of guiir that is on my ſon.! My band 


Fs fall, my brart is full, my mind, and my members, they are 


all full of fs, O amy fins! How do they ſtare upon me / 
How do thy witneſs agatofi me! Woe is mc, my eredlrt- 
ors are upon mc, every Commandement taketh hold upon 
me, for more than ten choufand calenrs, yea, ten thouland 
almes teu chouſand rimes, How endleſs then is the ſamm 
of all my debrs! If this whole world were filled up from 
earth to heaven with paper, and all this paper written 
over, within and withonr, by Arithmiclcians;z yer when 
all were caſt up together, It would come unconeeivable 
fhort of whac | owe to the leaſt of God's Commandments: 
Woe unto me ; for my debts are infinite, and my fins 
are increaſed; they are wrongs to an infiaite M:j-(y; 
And If he that committeth treaſon againſt a filken mortal, 
Is worthy to be racked, drawn and quartered 5 what have 
I deſerved, that have ſo often lifred up my hand agaloſt 
heaven, and have firuck at the crown and dignity of the 
Almſighty ? ' 

O my fins, my fin:!Bchold,z troop commeth!multtrudes/ 
mulcirudes. There is no number of their Armies, Innumar- 
able eviis have compaſlſe:! m2 about : Mine injqulictes have 
taken hold upon me; they have (et themfeives in aray 
agafhſt mc. Oh / Ir were better to have all the regiments 
ol hell come againf} me, than ro have my fins to fall npon 
me, to the ſpoiling of my ſoul, Lord, how am I ſurran= 
ded? How many are they tha: ariſe up agataſt me ? They 
have b:(et me behind and before: They (warm within me 


and without me ; They have poſleſſed all my powers and ; 


and have forrifi:d mine u »happy ſoul, as a Garifon, which 
this brood of hell doth man, and maintain agalaſt che God 
that made me, 

And they are as migh'y as they are many. Tlie ſands 
are many, bu: then great are not great ; The mounraios 


great, but then they are not mapy Bat wo bs me =y 
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Direfions for Converſion. 127 
fins are as many as the ſands, and as mighty as the moun. 
- tains; their weight ls greater than thelr namber. It were 
' better that the rocks and the mountains ſhould fall upon 
me, than the crufhing and inſupportable load of my own 
fins. Lord, 1 am heavy loader; ler mercy help, or lam 
gone; Unload me of this heavy gullt, this fiakiog load 5 


or 1 am craſhed without hope, and muſt be prefled down 


ro hell. Ifmy grief were throughly welghed, and my fins 
. lald in the ballances rogether, they would be heavier tham 
| the ſand of the Sea 3 therefore my words are ſwallowed 
up: They would weigh down all the rocks and the hllls, 
and turn the ballance againſt all che Iſles of the Earth. O 
Lo:d, thou knoweſt my manifold tranſgreiſions , and my 
miginty (10s, 

A, mv ſoul! Alas, my glory ? Wilther are thou hum« 
bled? On-e the glory of the Creation, and the image of 
' God ; Naw a lump of filrchine(s, a coffin of rontenneſs,res« 
[1 plenifhed with ſtench and loachſ-mneſs. ON, What work 

hath fin made with thee ! Thou ſhalt he cermed forſe bene 

and all ths rooms of thy faculties 4zſolate, and the name 
"Har rhou fhilt be called by is Ichabed, or here 3s the glee 
ty? How art thou come down mightily ? My beaury is 
turned 10:0 deformity, and my gl»vry into ſhame, Lied, 

What a lozthiome Leper am 17 the ulcerous bodies of 

Fob or Lexus were not more offeafive to the eyes and 
. noftrils of mco,than 1 muft necds be co the moſt holy God, 
"whoſe eyes cannor behold infquity, 

'& And whar miſery have my fins brought apon me! Lords 
| What a caſe aml in ? fold unler fin, caft out of Gody fas 
your, accurſcd from rhe Lord, curſed in my body, curfed 
in my ſoul, curſed in my vame, in my eſtate, my rel:i(- * 
, ons, and all that I have, My fins are unpardoned, and 
4 my (oul within a fizp of death, Alas ! What ſhall | do? 
W {ther ſhell go? Wohlch way ſhall I look? God fs 
frowntag on me from above ; hell gaping for me bcnearhz 
conſcieace (mirlog me within ; temptations and dangers 
/ ſurrou :ding me wichour, On, Whither ſhall I flee ? 
Whar piace can hlle m: fr 5 Omniſciency ? What power 
can ſecure me fion; Onnipotency ? 

What meancſt thov, O my (ou!, togo on thuy'? Art 
; thou ia league with hcll? 4: thon made a cgyenant with 
G death 
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122 A Solilequy 4 
death ? Art thou In love with chy miſery ? Is it good for 
thee to be here ? Alas , What ſhalll do? Shall 1 go one 
lo my finful ways? Why then certain damnation will be 
mine end; And ſhall I be {o b:ſorted, and bemadded, as 
to go and ſcll my ſou] to the flames for a little Ale, and a 
Iirtle caſe; for a Ilrtle pleaſure, or gain, or content to 
my fleſh 2 Shall 1 linger avy longer 10 this wretched e- 
flate ? No, if | tary here , 1 ſh-ll dic, What then? Is 
'there no help, no hope? None, except T rurr, Why,bur 
is there avy remedy for fuch wofal miſery? Any mercy 
aſter ſuch provoking Iniqulty? Y<s, as (ure a3 Gods oath 
Js true, 1 ſhall have paidon and mercy yer, if preſently, 
unfeigned!y, and unreſcrvedly | rarn by Chrift ro him, 

Why then | thark chee upon the broded knees of my 
ſoul, O moſt mer: itul 7evoveh, that thy patience hath 
waited upon me hitherto : For hadft thou crook me away 
In this eſtats, 1 had perifked for ever. And now I adore 
thy grace, and accept the offcrs of thy mercy : I renounce 
all my fins, and reſolve by thy grace, to ſer my ſelf againſt 
them, and ro f-llaw thee, ln holineſs and righteouſne(s, 
all the days of my life. 

Who am1, Lord, that ſhould make any claim unto thee, 
or have avy parr or portion in thee, who am not worthy 
to lick vp the duſi of thy feer ? yer fince thou holdeſt 
forth the golden Sccprer , 1am bold ro come and touch, 
To deſpair , would be to deſparage thy mercy; and to 
fiand off when thou biddeft me come, Would be at once 
to a8do my (elf, and rebel again!t rhee, under the pre» 
tence of humilicy, Therefore | bow my ſoul ro thee, and 
wich all p- (fible thankfulneſs , accept thee as mine, and 
give up my (cit to thee a» thine, 
ovcr me, my King, and my God: Thou ſhalt be In the 
Throne, and all my powers fhall bow ro thee, they (hall 
come and worſhip before thy fcer ; Thou ſhalt be my por« 
tion, O Lord, and I will refit in thee, 

Thou calleſt for my heart, O'" that ir were any way fit 
for thire acceptance ! I am unworthy, O Lord, everlaſt- 
ingly unworthy to be thine : Burt ſiace thou wilt have lt 
fo, I freely give up my heart to thee; rake it, It [s rhIne; 
Oh that jt were better! Bur, Lord, I put fr Into thine 
hand,who alone canfi mend It 53 mould ir after hone! own 
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wy ſcif to thee; reccive ine, write thy name, O Lord, ups 


7; though 7cannor pericttly keep one of thy Commandmevrs, 
; C 2 


for an annegentrat Sinner. 123 
heart 3 make It as chon wouldeft have ir,holy, hamble,hes- 
venly, fofr, tender, flexiblez and write thy Law upon 
ie, 

Come, Lord Jcſus 3 come quicklyz Enter. in triame 
phantly : Take me up to thee for cyer. I give up tothee, 
1 come to thee, as the only way to the Father, as the on« 


F ly M-diator, the means ordained to bring meto God, I 


have deſiroyed wy ſelf, bur in thee is my help; Save, 
Lord or clſe 1] periſh? 1 come to thee with the rope a« 


' bour my neck; 1 am worthy to die, and to be damned. 
| Nevcr was the hire more due co the ſervant, never was the 


peny more due to the labourer , than death and hell my 


| Jaſt wages, is due to me for my fins; butl flyro thy me- - 


rirs, / truſt alone ro the value and virtue of thy ſacrifice, 
and prevalency of thy 'nrerccfſion : 1 ſubmir to thy teach» 
log , 1 make choice of thy Government. Stand open, 
ye cverſalting doors, that the King of glory may come 
io. 

O thou Spirit of rhe moſt high, the comforter and Sans 


* Rificr of thy choſen; come in with all thy glorious traln, 


all thy courtly atrendents, thy fruits and graces; Let me 


be thine habſtation. 1 can give thee bur - what |s thine 
- own already 3 but here, withthe poor widow, I caft my 


two mlrez, my joul and my body 110 (hy trealury 3 folly 
reſigning them vp 15 thee. to by ian ficd by thee, robe 
ſervants to thee 3 They fill be thy p.ctents , cue thow 
their malady , hey ſh.ll be chy agents, govern they thele 
motions. Ton ions have 1 terv.d the wo [d, too lon 

have 1 hearkned ro $a 4 +5; but Bow I renounce them land 
will be ruled by thy dittaces and diieft.ons,and guided by 


4 ' thy counſel. 


O bleſied Trinity, O glorkrus Unity! 1 deliver up 


on me, and upor all that [ have, as thy proper goods & 
ſer thy mark upoo me, upon every memver of my body, 
and every faculty of my ſou], 1 have cheoſcn thy precepts, 
thy law will 1 lay before me ; This hill be the copy which 
1 will keep in my eyc, a»d fiudy ro wile after; Accore 
ding to this rule do I r:ſ-lye, by thy grace to walk; 
afſcer this Law fhail my whole man be governed; and 


yer 
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124 Matives to Cunver fun; . | 
er1 will allow-my (elf in the breach of none; 7 know my 
ſh will hang beck, bur 1 reſolve in the power of thy | 
grace, to cleave tothee and thy holy ways, whatever ir 
coſi me, I am (ure I carnor cume off a loſer by thee,there- 
fore 1 will be coprene wich reproach and difficulcies, and | 
hardſhips here 3 and will devy ay felf, and rake up my | 
_ croſs and follow thee. Lord Jeſus; thy yoke js eafie, thy \ 
croſs is welcome, as it is the way to thee. 1 lay afide all 
 hepes of worldly happineſs, 1 will be content to rarry ill 
I come to thee 4 Ler me be poor avd low, little and de- | 
ſpiſed here, ſo 1 may bur be admirted to live and reign | 
with thee hereafter. Lord, thou baft my hearr and hand | 
to this agreement 3 Be it as the Laws of the Medes and 
Perſians, never to be reverſed : To ls 3 will ftand; fo this | 
reſolution, by grace, 1 will live and dle. 7 have (worn and 
will perform jc, that 1 will keep thy righteous judge- 
ment:z 1have given my tree conſent, 1 have made my eo if. 
verlaſtiong choice : Lord Jeſus, confirm the contra, A« 


Men, 
Chap. VII, Coxteining the Motives to Converſion. A 


"fone! what is already ſaid of the Neceſſity of Con- 
verſion, end of the Miſcries of the Unconvyerted, 
mipghr be (uffi-lent ro Induce any conſidering mind to re- 
ſolve vpon a preſent turvirig, or co.,verſion unto God;yer 
knowing what a piece of deſperare o5/ilnacie and untract- 

/ wblenefs the heart of man oaturally Is, 1 have froughtr ir 

| < neceſſary ro add to the Mcans of Converſion, and DireRi- 

. ons for a Covenant=clo'ure with God in Chriſt, ſome Mo 
#Iyes ro perſwade you hereunto, 

« O Lord, foil mc nor nov, at my laft atrempry ; If 
&any ſoul have read hictherco, and be yet untouched, now, | 
*Lord, faſten in him, and do rhy work : Now take him 
%by rhe hearr, overcome him, perſwade him, ill he ſay, 
5 Thou haft prevalled, for thau waſt ftronger than I, Locd, 
$Didft thou not make me a fiſher of men: And have TI 
*roiled all rhis while, and caught norhine? Alas, that I 

" © ſhould have ſpent my ſt-engrt} for nought! And now lam | 
© cafting my laſt: Lord Jcius, ſtand rhou vpon the ſhore, 
Sand dirc& how and where I ſhil ſpread my net ; and let 
. me 


\ 
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Myutives i Converſion: 2% 
« me ſo inclofe with argumenrs the ſouls 1 ſeek for thas 
« they may not be able to ger our, Now, Lord, for & 
« mu'titade of fouls ! Now for a full draught ! © Lord God 
'rcmember me, | pray thee, and ſtrengrhen me chis once 
$ O Gad, 
* Bur Irurn me unto yout : 
Men and brethren, heaven and earth do call upon youz | 
yea, hell it ſelf doth preach the doQrine of Repentance 
vnto you ; the Angels of the Churches travel with you, 
Gel. 4. 19. The Angels of heaven wait for you, for your 
repenting, and turning anto God, © finner, Why fhould 
the devils mike werry with thee ? Why ſhouldeft thou be 
+ morſe! for that deyouring Leviethew? Why ſhould harples 
and hellhounds tear thee, and make a feaſt upon thee 
and when they have got thee into the ſoare, and have ſaft« 


- ned their ralons in thee, laugh at thy deſtru@ion, and de» 


ride thy miſery, and ſport themſelves with thy damnable 
folly? This muſt be thy caſe, except thoururn: And were 
It not better thou fhonldeſt bea joy to Angels , than a 
lavghing ſtock and ſpore for Devils ? Verily , if chow 
wouldeft bar come in , the heavenly hoſt would take up 
their Anthems, and ſing, Glory be to God 3% the hightft; the 
morning ijars would fing together, and all the ſons of God 
ſhouc for joy, & celebrate this new Creatlon as they d{d the 
firſt. Thy cepentance would, as it were, make holy-day 
in heaven, and the glorious Spirits would rejoice, In that 
there Is a new brother added co thelr ſociety, Rtv. 22. 9. 
arother hcir born ro their Lord, and the loft ſon received 
fafe and found, The trac peaitent's tears are indeed the 


Wine that chearerth both God and man. 


If it be little, that Men and Angels would rejoice at thy 
converſion, know that God himſelf would rejoice over. ' 
thec even with finging,and reft Jn his love, Lube 5 9. Iſciab 
62.5. Never did Facob with ſuck joy weep over the neck of 
his 7oſeph, as thy heavenly Father would rejoice over thee, 
upon thy coming Into him, Look over ri: ſtory of the 
Prodigal ; Methioks I ſee how the aged father lays aſide 
hls eſtare, and forgets his years: Bzl:old,how he runnerh 
Luke 15, 20. Oh the haſte that mercy makes! The (o- 
makes not half that ſpeed, Methloks I ſee how hls bowels 
ruro, how his compaſſions yeara, ( How | —_ 
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Metives to Converſion. 


* Obs courſes, yonatural rebellion , horrid anthankfalneſs, 

 debauched praRtires, ( not a word of theſe, ) but re» 
ceives him with open arms, claſps abour his neck, forgets 
the neftine(s of tl; rags, kiſſ=ch che lips that deſerve to he 
- Foath:d, the lips rhat had been jolued to hafrlors, that hid 
becn commonners with che (wine; cails for the fatted call, 
the beſt robe, thering, rhe ſhoes, the beſt cheer in hea, 
vea's ſtore, the beſt attire in heaven's ward robe, Lake 15, 
6,9,23: yea, che joy cannot bt held {n one breait, &:- 
others muſt b: called to participate; rhe friends muſt mect 
and make inerry : Angels muſt wait,bur the prodigal muſt 


de ſer ax the gable, © under hls father's wing : He Is the joy' 


of che feaſt; he is the ſweer ſubje<@ of the father's delight: 
The fricads (ympathiz: , but none knows the felicity the 
father takes in his new born fon, whom he hath received 
from the dead. Methinks 1 hear the muſick and the dances» 
ing at adiſtance. Oh the melody of the. heavenly Chorlk» 
ters! 1cannor leara the ſong, Rev. 14, 3. bur mcthinks 
IT over-hear the burden, ac which all the harmonious Q1ice 
with once confent ſtrike (weetly in for thu goes the round 
at hcaven's table, For this my ſor was dead, and is alivt 4» 


g4in; ws loſt, and is ſoxnd, Luk. 5.23, 24. 32. I nced 


Dot further explalntche parable 3 God Þ rhe Farher,Chriſt 
the Cheer, his righteouſneſs the robe, his graces the or« 
naments, Miniſters, Srinrs, Angels the friends and ſervants 
aod thou that readeſt ( if thou wilt but nafcIgaedly repent 
and torn ) the welcome Prodigal, the happy inſtance of 
ul this grace, and bleſſed ſobj:& of this j+y 41d love, 

O Rock! O Adamant ! What / 15t moved ye: } Not 
yet refalved co turn forchwich. and ro cloſe with mercie 2 
I will try thee yet once agaln: If one were ſent 'o thee 
from the dead, wouldeſt thou be perſwzded * W':y, hear 
the volce from the dead, from the damned, crytiiy ro thee 
that thou ſhouldeſt repent, I pray thee, thet thox wan'deſt 
ſend bim to my father's houſe for 1 bave five brethren, that 
be may teſt-fie wnto them, leſt they a/ſs come into thi; place of 
$orment, If 042 went unto them from the dead, they will re- 
[a Luke 16 27 28, &:. Hear, O man, thy predeceſ- 

rin |my:nt.cace preach to thee from the Infernal gi1)- 
bets, from che flames, from the rack, that thou ſhouldeft 

repent 


26 
bs love! ) Mercy (ples him a greac way off forgets hls rlot- 
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£ Motive ts Convtr forme E.- 
r-p:nt, Oh, ftook dowa inco the botromleſs pit: Seeft | 
how the ſmoak of their torment aſcenderth for ever and &» 
ver  Rev.nge tt. How black are the ficnds ? How "furl. 
ons are thelr rormemtors 7 *Ths thelr only mufick ro hear 
how their miſeravle paticnts roar, to hear their bones 


crack: *Cis rhelr mear and driok, ro fee how their fl:sh 


friech, and their fat droppeth , ta drench them with burn 
meral, aod to rip open their bodles, and tro pour In the 
fierce burning braſs into thelr bowels, and the receſſes and 
ventricles of thetr hearts: Whar thlokeft thou of thoſe 
chains of darkne(s, of thoſe laſtrumenrs of cruelty ? Canſt 
thou be content to barn ? Sceft chou how the worm gnaws 
eth, how the oven gloweth, how the fire rageth ? Whar 
ſiyeft chou to that river of brimftone, that dark and hors 
rible vault, that gulf of perdition? Wilt thou take up thy 
habiration here? Oh, lay thine exr to the door of hell 
H-areſt thou che curſes and blaſphemies, the weepings and: 
and waſliogs , how they lamear their folly, and curſe thelr 
day ? Metth. 22, 13. R:v. 26. 9, How do they roar, and 
yell, and gnaſh cheirtecth ? How deep are their groans? 
How fecling are thelr moans? How unconccivable are their 
miſeries? If che ſhricks of Coreah, Dathan, and Abiram were 
ſo terrible ( when the earth clave aſunder, and opened her 
mouth, and (wallowed them up, and all that apperralned 
tothem ) that all 1Iſr«el fled ar ths cry of them, Numb. 15, 
33. 34, Oh, how fearſu] woul4 the cry be, if God ſhould 
take oF the covering from the mouth of hell, and ler the 
cry of the damned aſcend In ail irs terronr among the chil 
drca of men? And of all their moans and miſcrics, this 
the piercing, kl ling emphaſis and burden, for ever, for 
eve', Wh:, 33 God liverh chat made thy fonl, thou arr 
bur a few hours 4litznt from all this, exccprt thou repenr, 
and he converred, 

Oh! lam -vea lotand (wallowed up in the abundance 
of r11ale arguments that | "might ſuggeſt, [f rhere be any 
point of wiitom in a!l the world, it is to repent, and come 
ja; If rher- 5- any thing righreous, any thing reaſonabley 
this Is it : If -her- be any thing in the world that may be 
called ;nadneſs ard folly,and any thing that may be counted 
forriſh, ablurd, hruiiſh, uureafonable, ir Is rhis, ro go Vn 
in thlae unconverted eftate, Ler me beg thee , as thou 
G4 wouldeft. 


" 228 Motivts to Converſion, 
 wouldcft not wilfally deſtroy thy fclf, ro fir down and 
weigh, befides what harh been ſald, theſe following mos» 
rives, and let conſcience ſpeak, if it be not reaton that 
thou ſhouldeſi repent and turn, 
1. Thr God that made thee doth mafi grationſly invite thee. 
Firſt His mo} ſweet and merciful nature doth invite thee, 
O the kindneſs of God. his workiog bowels, his render 
me'cics/ They are infinitely above our thoughts: Rizher 
than be:zy*n, what cen we do? Deeper than hII, what 
can we kiow ? 7ob 11- 9,8, 9. H? is full of compeſſcon, 
an4 greci us, long (ufſering, and plenttous in mercy, Pial, 
85 15. Tis ita great argument ro perſwade finners to 
Cove in, Turn unto the Lord your God, for bt is grecions and 
Mercifu! 1 w ito angrr, and of g' eat kindneſs, and vepent- 
eth bin of the rvil. Vf God would nor repent of the evil, it 
were (ome diſcouragernent tous, why we ſhouid not re» 
penr, Ifther: were no hope of mercy, ft were no ſuch 
wonder If rebei; ſhould Rend our { Bar never had ſu" jets 
ſuch a gracious F-12ce, ſuch piety, patience, clemency, 
Pity, to dee! with, as you have. Pho is &4 God like ante 
ghee, that pardontih iniquity? &c, Mic. 7.18. O finners, 
ſee whit a God you have to deal with! if you will bot turn, 
He: will tx'n «gain and beue compaſſion on you. He will ſube 
due your iniquitits, end caſt all your fans into the depth of the 
fee, v. 19: Retxrn ynto me, ſeith the Lord of haſls, and 1 
Will rety'n wnto Jon, Mal. 3+ 7. Z<ch. 1, 3: Sinvers do. 
not fail in that they have too high thoughts of God's mer- 
cies, but in that, ». They overlook bis juſtice, 2; They pro- 
miſe thimſelues mercy out of God's way. His mercy Is beyond 
all imagination, Ic. $5. $- great. mercies, 1 Chron. 21.ig, 
manifold mercles, Nth. 9. 19, tender mercles, P/al, 25. 6, 
ſure mercies, Ic. 55. 3. everlaſting mercies, Pſal. 103. 
'n9. 1/4. $4. 8. and all thine own, if thou wilt but turn: 
Art thon willing tro come in? Why, the Lord hath Jald 
afide hls rerrour, ere&ed a tlirone of grace, holds forth 
the golden (ceptre: Touch, and live- Would a merciful 
man f1:y hls enemy, when proſtrate at his feet, acknow- 
iedging hls wrong, begging pardon, and off:ring to enter 
wih tim into a covenan!: of peac:? Mnch leſs will the 
mercif1| God. Study his name, Exod. 34. 9. Read thelr 


experience, Nth: 9. 17. 


Secondile, 


— 
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Motivis to Converſion 129 
Secondly, His (oxl-encoxraging calls and promiſes do invite 
thie, Ah, what an earneft ſulrer is mercy to thee ! How 
lovingly, how inftanily fr calleth after thee ! How paſſjonat- 
ly jt wooeth thee! * Return, thou back ſliding 1/re27,falth 
*the Lord, and I will not cauſe mive anger to fall upon 
yon; for I am merciful, falth the Lord, and I will nor 
' keep anger for ever: Only acknowledge thine folquity; 
© Turn, O back.ſleding children, ſaith the Lord, for I am 
«married unto you; Return, and I will heal your back-flides 
© {ngs. Thou haſt played the harlot with many lovers, yer 
freturnunto mc, ſaith che Lord, er. 3. 11, 12, 13, 14; 
© 22, As I live, falth the Lord God, I have ao pleaſure in 
© the death of che wicked, but that he turn from his way, 
$ and live ; Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways; for why 
«will ye dic, O houſe of Iſrael? Exth. 33. 11. H the wicks 
« will rurn from all bis fins that he hach commirned, and 
$ keep all my ſtatutes, and do that which is lawful and 
© right, he ſhal ſarely live, he ſhal not die. All his trapſgref« 
« fjions that he hath committed, they ſhi! nor be mention= 
© ed unto him ; In hls cighteouſacis thar he hatch done ſhil 
© he live, Repenr, and turn your (cives from all your tranſe 
© grcfions, ſo iniquity ſhall not be your rulre, Caſt away 
b from yon all your travſgreſfions, and make your clean 
© heart, and a new ſpirit ; for why will ye die, O houſe of 
v Iſrael? For I have no pleaſure in the death of him that 
© dieth, (alth the Lord God; wherefore tura your (elves, 
live ye, Exth, 18. 21, 23. $0, 31, 32- | 

O mel:1:ig gracious words! The volce of a Gad, and not 
of a man! This ſs not the m#nner of men, for che offcnd-- 
ed Soveralgn to {ueto the offending, traiterous varler, Oh 
how doth mercy follow thee, and piezd with thee ! 1s not 
thy heart broken yet? Oh, that to day ye would hear his 
yolce ! 

2, The doors of heaven are thrown ozen to ther, the everk 
laſting gvtes are ſer wide ſor thre, and a% Abxndant entrance * 
znto the bingdaem of braven 4dm1nifired wntathte. Chiift now 
b:(peiks thee, ( as ſhe her huzbarid,) 4riſe, £24 take poſe 
ſ:ſſion, x King.-21. 15. View che vlocy of the other world 
as ſc: foth in the map of it: Colſpel. Ger thee up inta 
Pi/gah of hs promiſes, avd iit up thine eyrs welt wards 
Boathward, fouthwaed, and caiiward, and {ee rhe good 

| Gs land 
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A land that Is beyond Jerdas, and that goodly mountain, Be: 


+ - hold the Paradife of God, watcred with the ſtreams of glo- : 


- Ty. Ariſe, and walk through the land, in the length of ir, 
and in the breadth of ir; for all che land which thou ſeeſt, 


the Lord will glve it ro thee for cver, If chou wile bur re» |% 
urn, Ger. 13. 14,15, 17, Let me ſay to thee, as Pax! ra Þ 
© Aerippe, Believefi then the prophets ? If thou bellevefi indeed | 
= do bur view whatglorious thiagsarc ſpoken of the city cf. 


God, Pſal. 37. 3. and know, that all this is here rendred in 
the name of God to thee ; As verily as God is true, It ſhal 
be for ever thine, ii thou wilt bur throuphly turr, 

Behold the ci:y of pure trenſparent gold, whoſe ſounda« 


tions are garviſhed with all manner of preclou: ſtones, 
whoſe gares are pearls, whoſe Iighr 1+ g'ory, whoſe temple 


Is Gd. Bclieveſt chou this? If thon doft, art thou not 
worle than diſtracted that thou wilt nor rake poſicſfion, 
when the gares are flung open tothee, and thou art bid to 
enter? O ye (ons of f.)\Ily, wili ye embrace the dunghlls, 


and refuſe the kingdom ? Behold, the Lord God tzketh you, 


np foro the mountain, ſhews you the kingdom of hezven 


and al) che glory rhereof; 2n1 rells vou, Al! this wil, 


give you, if you will fall down and wo-ſhip me. Iſycu will 
ſubm:: ro mercle, accepr my $50, and (erve me jb rightes» 


oulnels and holineils. O fools, and ' ow of htart to believe. | 


Will you court the harlor ? Will you (cek and ſerve the 


world, and neg/edt rhe ercrnal glory ? What / Nor enrer. 
Into Paradiſe, when the flaming (word that was once (et. 


to keep you out, fx now uſed ro- drive you int Bur you 
will ſay, | am ancharitable ro think you infidels and unbe- 


Hevers, Why, What ſhal I thiock you 7 Either you are def. | 


Perate unbelievers, that co not credit It; or Nark difſtra. 
Red, that you know and bejleve the exrellency and erergi« 


ty of his glory, and yer do fo fearfully neg!c& it. Surely - 


you have no faith, or no reaſon ; and I had almoſt (aid, 
conſcience fhould tell you fo, before | leave you 

Do but atrend what is offered you : O bleſſed kingdom 
A kingJom of glory, 1 Theſ. 2. 1. a kingdom of righteouſ- 
peſt, 2 Pet. 3.13. a kingdom of peace, Rom. 14. 19. an 
everlaſiing kingdom, 2 Pet. 1. 11. Here thou fhalt dwell, 
here thou ſhalr reign for ever, and the Lord ſhal ſet thee 
ia throne of glorie,Maith. 19 28, and with his own _ 
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2a crown not of thorns ( for there fhal be no (inning, nor _ 
ſuffering there, R'v. 21- 27. 22+ 3. 4: $%. ) not of gold 
( for this fhal be viler than che dire In that-.day ) buta * 
crown of lifz, 7am. 1.12, a crown of A 2 Tim: 

4. 8 a crown of glory, 1 Peter 5, 4+ Yeag thon ſale pur 
on glorie asarobe,1 Cor 15, 53. and ſhalt ſhine like the © 
Sun In the firmamenr, in the glarle of the Father, Matth* 
13- 43 Look now apan thy dirty fleſh,thy clay, thy worms * 

mt: This very fleſh, this lump, this carcaſs fhal be bright» 
er than the ſtars, Dev, 12, 3. In ſhore, Thou fhalt be made 
like nnto the Angels of God, Lake 20. 36. and behold his 
face in rightcouſneſs, ſal. 19. 25. Look In now, and tell 

me, Dot chou et b:(ieve? If not, conſcience muſt pros 

_— thee an lofidel ; for Ir is the very word of Gad thar 

I (peak, 

Bur if thou ſay thou belleveſt, let me next know thy re- 
ſolutionz. Wilt thon embrace this for thy happineſs? Wile 
thou forego thy finſul galas, thy forbidden ple-ſares? Wile 
thou trample on the world's cſteem, and ſpictin the hariots 
face, and fiop thine cars at her flactecies, and wreſt thee 
ont of her embraces? Wilt rhou be content rotake up with = 
preſent reproach aud poverty, [fit Iy In thy way to head 
ven, and follow the Lord whh humble ſelfdenial, in « 
mortified and fl: tiſpleafing Vie? If fo, all Is rhine, and 
that for ever. And art nor thou fairly off-red ? Is ir nor 
pity but he ſhould be damned, that will needs go on & pe- 
riſh, when all this may be had for the taking? Ina word, 
Wilt thou now clofe with theſe profers? Wile thou take 
God at his word? Wile thou ler go thy hold-faft of the 
world, and rid chy hand of chy fins, and lay hold on cter- 
nal life? If not, ler conſcience tell thee whether thou att 
not diftr.&ed, or bewirched, that thou fhouldeſt negle& 
ſo happy a choice , by which thou mighteſt be made for 
ever. 

3. God will ſe'tle xnſpeabable priviledges at preſent upon 
thee, Cor 3.22 Hb. 12 22, 23, 24 Though the jull of 
Jour blefiidneſs hail be dtferred till hereafter, ytt God will 
give you no little things in band. | 

He will redeem you from thraldom, Jeb. 8. 26, He will 
pluck you from the paw of the Lion, C91. 1. 13. The (er- 

pent 


# 
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* pent ſhall bruiſe your heel, but you ſha] bruife his head, 
Gen 3. !5. He ſhil dellyer you from the preſent evil world 
Gel. 1. 4. Proſperity hal nor deſtroy you: Adverfity ſhal 

* not ſepirate berween him end you, Rom. 8. 3g, 37, 38 
He will redeem you from the power of the grzve,>P[al. 49. 

15: and make the king of rerrours a meſſenger of praceto þ} 
you. He will take our the curſe from the croſs, Pſal. 119. 
%;, and wake iff Rion the fiaing. por, the fan, the phyſick 
to blow cﬀ-che chaff, pnrific the meral, and purge the 


* mind, Das. 12, 1G: I/c34h 27 9. He will fave you from the 


$ arreſt of the law, and turn the curſe into a bliffing to you, 


F Rem 6: 14. Gol. 3 24 He hath che keys of hell and death, 


1 and ſhutteth thar no man openech, Rev- 3:5.404d 1. 18, 
and he will ſhar its mouth, as once he did the Lions Das. 
F 6.22. that you ſhal nor be hurc of the ſecond death, Rev. 


39 U- 
| - Bur he will nor only ſay: you from miſery, bur inſtall you 
$ finro unſpcakible Prerogarives ; He will beftow himlelf up= 
F cayon, be will br af:tend unio you, and a father to you, 
'- 2.Cor. 6. :8; Hewll be a Son and a [(hicld ro you, Pſa!.84. 
" 81,10 a word, He will be 2 Gad to you, G'# 17 97: And 
wha:r can bz (xd! more? Waat you may expe that a God 

* ſhnold do for you, and be to you, that he will b:, that he 
. will do. She that marries a Prince, cxpras rhat he' 
" fhbuld dofor her like zPrince, that ſhe may !1ve In a (viable 
Nate, »ud hive an anſwerable dowry. He that hath a King 
\ for hls father, or frien1, <xpets he ſhould do for him like 
a Ring. Ala: ! thi Ki gr and Monarchs of the earth, (o 
mnch above you, are bur like the painted Butter flies a= 
mongſt the rt of chelr kind, or the falr coloured Palmer». 
worm amongſt the reft of the worms, if compared with 
God.. As he doth infinicelle exceed the glorie and power 
of his glitrering duſt, fo he will, beyond all proportion, 
exceed in doing for hfs Favourites, wharever Pcinces can | 
|. do for theirs. Hewill give you grace and-gloric,and withe 
hold no goad thing from you, Pſel. 84. 11. He will take | 
you for his ſons and daughters, and make you helrs of hls .. 
promifes, Heb. 6: 17:and <fabliſh his everlaſting cave- 
nent with yoo, Fer. 32:40: H= will jaſt.fie you from all that 
law. conſctence Satan can chirge upon you, Komw- 8.:33.34, 
Hoa wlll give-you free .accels Joto his preſence; and accept. 

_— 
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your perfons, and teceive your prayers, Ephef, 3: 12, and 
1:6. 1 Fobn 5: 14; He will abide in you, and make you 
the men of hls (ccrets, and hald a confiant and friendlie 
commuulon with you, 7ohn 14. 23.and 15: 15. 1 Jobs 1:33 
His ear (hal be open hi door open, his ſtore open at all 
times to you, His bleſſing ſhal reft upon you, and he wil 
make your enemies to ſerve you, and work about all things 
for good unto you, Pſe/m 115: 13. Remans 8. 28: 

4: The terms of mercy are broxght 4s low as poſſible ts you 
God hath ftonoped as low to finners, as with honour he cats 
He will not be thonght a faurort of fin, nor ftainthe glo-- 
ry of his holineſs ; And whicher could he come lower chan 
te hath, unleſs he ſh-vid do this? He heath abated the 
impoſſi>'e terms of the firſt Covenant, Jer 3. 13. Mark 5. 
35. Afis 16. 31. and 3. 19. Proverbs 28. 3, Hedoth not 
impoic any thing unreaſonable, or impoſſible, as a condi. 
tlon of life upon you, Two things were neceſſarie to be 
done, according to the tenor of thefi-!t Covenant by you. 
1. That you ſhould ſully ſatisfie the armanads of ]uftice for paſt 
offences. 2, That y0u (hoxld ptr form perſonally, perfefily and 
perpetually the whole law for the time ts come. Both theſe 
src to us impoſſible, Romans 8 3 But behold God?s grach» 
ous abarement in both ; He doch nor ftand upon (zrisfeRtion 
he |s content ro take of theSurerie(and he of his own pro« 
viding roo ) what he might have exattcd from you, a Cer. 
6. 19. He declares himſelf to have received a ranſom, Job 
33. 2. r Tin: 2, 6. and thathe expets norhing bur that 
you ſhould accept his $50, and he ſhil be righteouſneſs 
and redemption to you, Jod 1. 12. 1 C87. 1. 3o. And for 
the furure obedIepce, here he is content to yield ro your 
weakneſs, and omlr the rigour, He doth not ſtand upon 
perfeRlon { as a condirion of life, rhovgh he (11 Infiſts ups 
on ir a4 oue ) bur is content to accep? of lincerity, Gen. 19% 
1, Proverbs 11. 20, Thovgh you crinnot pay the full debr, 
he will accept you accordiog to that which you have, and 
take willing for doing, and the purpoſe for the perform= 
ance, 2 Cor. 8.12. 2 Chron, 6. 8. Heb. 11. 19. Andif you 
come in his Chrift, and fer your hearts to pleaſe him,and 
make ir the chiefof your cares; he will approve and res 
ward you,: though the refſel be marced-.ip your hands, 


» 
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Oh, confider your Mak-rs condeſcention, Ler me ſay 
to you, #4 Necmens (ervant to him; My father, If the pro- 
pher bad bid thec do ſame great thing, won'idilt than nat heve 
dont it? bow much rather when bt ſaith unto thee, Wah, 
and be clean? 2 Ring. 5.13. If God had deminded ſome 
rereible, ſome fevere ar regorous thing of you, to eſcape 
ercrnal damnation, would you not have done Ic 3 Suppole 
tt had bcen toſpend all your days in ſorow, in ſome how- 
ling wilderneſs, or pine your ſelves with famine, or to 
oftcr the fruit of your boiijes for the fin of your ſouls, 
would you nor have thankfully acceprzd erernall redempe 
* tion, though theſe had been the conditions ? Yea, farther; 
If God {hould have told you, you ſhould have fried in the 
fire for miliions of ages, or b:en(o loa2tormenred tn hell, 
would you noc-have gladly accepred it? Ala: ? all theſe 
zre not ſo much as on (and inthe glaſs oferernicy, If your 
offended Creator ſh»uid have held you bnt one year upon 
the rock, and thn bld you come and forſake your fins 
accept Chriſt, and ſerve hima few years in ſelf-dainal 
o: lic io rhis caſe for ever and ever; D> thou think you 
ſhould have ftuck- at the «cr, and diſputed the terms, 
& 1:2vc ben inrefolved whither you were beftro accep! of 
the motion ? O10, rerurn and live: Why ſhouldeſt 
thou dic, whea life Is ro bz had for the taking, and mercy 
ſhonl1 be behold1ng ro the-( as it were ) to b+ ſaved ? 
Coulde't thou ſay indeed, Lord, 1 brew thet thyx weſt an 
herd men, Match. 25 24. thou haait (ſome little «<xcuſe : 
But when the God of heaven had Riooped fo low, and 
bated ſo fair, if now thou fhouldft (t:n1 off, who ſhal plead 
for the ? 

0»j Notwirhſianding- all theſe abatements, 1am oo 
more able ro perform those condirtoos (In themliclves fo 
eafte )of f:irh and r-pentance, and fincere ob<dience; than 
to ſatisftc and fulfi! the Law. 

Anſw- Theſe cov may perform, by Gog*s grace enab. 
ling z whereas the other arc naturally impoſſible in this 
fare, evcn to b:lievers themf-lves, But let the next con» 
fiderarion (- rv. for a fuller anſwer, 

g. hr ein you we :mpotent. God doth rfſer evace to enedle 
you, 1 heve ftretchrd ou! my bend, and no man Yeearded, 
Prov. 1 2&. What though you are plyuged lacy (he = 
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of tharmiſery, from which you can never get ont ? Chriit 
offererh ro help you our 3. he firetcheth his hand to youy 
and If you periſh, fr Is for cefofing h1y help. Behoid, 1 and 
& the door, and brnock : If any man open to mt I wil come 


ing, Rev. 3- 20. Whar though you are poor, and wartched, 


and blind, and naked ; Chriſt offcreith a cure for your 
blipdnefs, a cover for your nakednes, a remedy for” your 
porerty,he tendereth you his righreouſneſs, h's grzces 2 
1 counſel thee to buy of me gold, that thou mayeſt by rich; 
and whitt 1tMain, that thox maneli be cloathed ; and anoine 
thine 49's with eye ſalve, that thox mayeſt ſee, Riv. 3, 17. 
18, Do you (ey, the condition is Impoſſible, for I have 
nor wherewlth to buy? You muft know, that this buying 
is without money, and withour price, Iſe. 55. 1. This 
bu ing is by begging, and ſecking wich diligence and cone 
ftancy in the uſt of G2ts means, Prove 2.3, 4+ God come 
mandeth thee ro know him, and ro fear him. Doſt thou 
ſay: Yea but my wind |« blinded, and my heart is hard- 
ned from his fear? I aniwer , Gad doth offer to enligh. 
ren thy mind, ani to trach thee hls fear thar Is pres 
ſented ro- thy choice, Prov. 1. 29. For thet they bated 
bnowleage, and did not chaſe the f ar of the Lord. $9 that 
now, if men live in ignorance and eftrangement from the 
Lord, ir Is becauſe thry will nit wnderſiand, and difire not 
the knowledge of his ways, Job. 21. 14. If thox © 36k after 
knowledge, if thok ſethclt her as filver; 82. thin (belt thes 
wnderſtand the ſear of. the Lord, and find the knowltdge of 
God, Prov.2.3 4.5. Is nor herea fair offer? Tarn you at my 
reproof. Bibold, I will pow oxt my Spirit un'0 Jox, Prov.t. 
23. Thouga of your ſelves you can do nothing, yer you 
may do all through hls Spirit enabling you; and he deth 
offcr aſſiſtance to you. God bids you waſh, end mebe Jou 
clean, Iſa, 1.16. You fay you are unable, as much as 
the Leopard to waſh out hls ſpors, Zer. 13. 23, Yea, bur 
the Lord doth offer to purge you ; fo that if you be filcthy 
filll, 3: is chrough your own wilfolneſs, Ex'Þs 24. 13. I 
bevc purged thee and they waſt not pwrged Jer. 13. 29, 
Jeruſalem, wilt thou u#t be made Clean? ht (hell it once 
be ? God doth waſt when you will be made clean, when 
you will yield :o hls motions, and except of his off-rs, 
aud ler him do for and in you, what you canror do for 
your (clycy; You do rigs know how mach Goa will do 
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gpon your importunlty, if you will but be refileſs aud in; 
ſiant with him, Lak. 11. 8. and 18. 5s, 

If God hath not bound himtelf by expres promiſe ro wick- 
cd men, to give them grace in the dillgent uſe of the 
means, yet he hath glven rheem abundant encouragment to 
expect it from him,if chey ſeck it earnefily In hls Way, His 
moft gracious nature is abundant encouragement If a rich 
and moſt bountiful men ſhould fee thee in mifery, and bid 
thee come to his door; wouldeſt thou nor, with confidence 
expe&, ar thy coming, to find ſome rclief? Thoy art 
not able to belive, nor repent ; God appolnts thee to uſe 
foch and ſuch means, In order to thy obtaining*faith and 
reperitance:Doth not this argue that God will beſtow theſe 
wpon thee, If thou doſt ply him dillgently in prayer, me- 
diratlon, reading, hearing, (clf-cxamination, and the reſt 
of his means? Otherwife God ſkould bur mock his poor 
-- cteatures, to put them upon theſe zelf denying endeay- 
ours . and then, when they have put hard to ft, and con- 
tinued waitlng upon him for grace, deny them at laſt, 
Surely if a {weer natured man ++ould nor deal thus, much 
leſs will the moſt merciful and graciour God, 

I fotended to have added many other arguments, bur 
theſe have ſwoln under my hand ; and I hope the judi-jous 
—_— will rather look upon the weight, than the numa 

r, 


The Conclnſion of the whole. 


AND now, my brethren, let em know your minds $ 

Whar do you intend to do 2 Will you go on. and die; 
Of wil you ſer upon # through and ſpeedy converſion, and 
lay hold on eternal life ? How long will ye linger in Sodom. 
How long will yow halc between two opinions? 1 King? 
18; 21. Are you not yet reſolved whither Chciſt or Bareb- 
bas, whirher bliſs or torment, whither the land of c&bsl, 
1 King. 9. [3. or the paradiſe of Gad,be the better cholce? 
Is it a diſputable caſe, whither the Abere and Pherper of 
Damaſcus, be better than all the ftreams of Eden; or whe» 
ther the vile puddle of fia be to be preferred before the 
watter of life, clear az cryſtal, procceding our of the 
throne of God, and of the. Lamb 2: Cau the-woild, in 
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good earneſt, do that for vou, that Chriſt can ? Wiltfe 
fland by you to ererngiry , Will pleaſures, titles, lands, treae 


" ſurcs, defcend with you ? Pial, 49+ 17-1 Tz 6 7. Tt nor 


had you not need look afrer jomewhat that will ? what 
mean you io ftand warerlng, to be off and on? Fooliſh 
childrev ! How long will you ſtick berween the wom" and 
the world ? fhall | leave you a: laſt no farther then Agrippe, 
bur almoti perinaded ? Why, you are for ever loft. If lefr 
here: As good not ar all, as not altogether Chriſtians. 
You are half of the mind to give over your former neg= 
Iizenr life, and to fer toa ftri& and holy courſe ; you could 
wiſh you were as ſome others be, an4 conld do: av the 
c:n do, How long will you reft In Idle wiſhes, and fruitleſs 
piirpoſes? When will you come to a fixed, full, and firan 


'Þ reſolved ? Do not you ſee how Satan guils you, by rempt- 


ing you todelays? How long hath he tol*'d you on fn the 
way of perdition ? How many years heve you been pur 
poſing to amend? What if God fhould have taken you off 
this while ? 

Well, put me not cff with a dilatory anſwer : Tell 
me not of hereafter, 1 muſt have your preſent conſent, 
It you be not now reſolved, while the Lord is creating 


'whhyon. and woolng of you, much leſs are you like to be 


hereaſcer, when theſe impreſſions are worn out, and you 
are hardned through the deceitlulnefs of fio, Will you . 
give me your hands? Will you ſet open the doors, and 


\ give the Lord Jeſns the full and preſcnt poſſeſſion ? Will 


you put your name into his corcnant? WII! you ſabſcribe? 
What do you reſolve upon ? 1f you are fij]l upon your 
delays, my labour is loft, aud all is like to come to nought.. 
Fain 1 wonld, that you (ſhould now put in your adventnres 
Come, caſt In your lor, make your cholce: Now 3s the 
accepted time, now is the day of thy ſalvation : To day if 
Jok will btar his voice. Why ſhould nor this be the day 
from whence thou ſhoy!dfi be able to date thine happines? 
Why ſhouldefi thou venture # day longer In this davger- 
ous ard dreadful condition ? What if Gad ſh-uld thisnight 
require thy ſou! ? Oh that thox wighteſt kacw, in this thy 
day, tht things that belong wnto thy peace, before they be bid 
from thint tyes, Luk: 19, 42. This is thy day, and it [s bur 
a day, Fob. 9. 4+ Ohters have had their day, aud have ow 
ccive 
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ceived thelr doom 3 acd now art thon brought upon the 
fage of this world, here to a& thy part for a- whole erer- 
Dicy. Remember thou art nov wþon thy good behavicur 
for evec|:iſting; if chon make nor a wiſg choice now, rhon 
art an:fone for ever. Look what thy preſent choice :s, 
ſuch muſt thine eternal condition be, Lyb 10, 42. and 16. 
25. Prov I. 29. 28, 29. 

And 's fc rrue, Indecd ? Is life and death at thy cholce? 
Yea, .tis 45 rrue as rroch is, Dext. 3o. 19, Why then, 
woat hinders bur thar thou 2ouldeft be hsppy ? Nothing 
doth or cin hiader, bur thine own wiifal negle&, or 
refuſal. Ir was the paſſage of rhe Eunuch ro philip ; See, 
beye is water : What doth bindtr me to be beptiz:d ? Sol 
may (ay to thee ; See. here is Cihriift;, here Is mercy, 
pardon, life : What hinders, but that thou ſhauldit be 
pardoned, aud faved? One of the Mariyrs, as he was 
prayinz at the ftzke, had his pirdon ſer by fn a box, ( 
which, indeed, he refuſed delervedly, bzcaule upon an- 
worthy terms are moſt honoureble and catie. O finner, 
wilt thon burn with thy pardon by thee 7? Why, do bur 


forthwith give up thy conſent ro Chriſt, to renounce thy 


fias, deny thy ſelf, rakes up the yoke, and the croſs, and: 
thou carrieft the day, Chriſt fs thine, pardon, peace, life 
bleſſ:dnefs., all are thine : And fs not this an offer worth 


the embracing ? wh ſh:ald thou heſitate, or doubtfully 


diſpn:s about the eaſe? 1s It nor paſl controverſies, whes 
ther God he TDerrer than fn, and glary better than vanity, 
Why ſhou!dft chow for ſ:ke thine own mercy, and fin a 
giloft thize ownlife ? Wnen wilt chou ſh:ke cffchy floth, 
and lay by thiat excuſes ? Breſt not thy ſelf of to marrow, 
thong knowetit nor wicre this night muy lodges thee, Prov. 
27, 1. 

Beloved. Naw the Holy Spirit Is ſiriving with you : He 
will nor always Qrive- Hiſt thou no feit chy heare war= 
med hy the ward, and b:en aim it perſualed ta leave off 
thy fi:s, and come In co God? Hiſt thou not felt ſme 
gn01 moons fn hy ala4, whereln thon haſt been war- 
ned of thy danger, an4 rold what thy carelcſs courſe 
would end In? It may be thou art like young Serxel, who 
when the Lord called once and agaln, he knew not the 
yolce of the Lord, 1 Sex. 3. 6, 9. Bat theſe motions and 
. tems: 
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Jtims are the offers, and efſays,and calls, and firivings of 
the (ſpirit: Oh, take the adrantage of the tide, and know 
the day of thy viſitation, . 
Now the Lord Jeſus ſtretcherh wide his arms to receive 
you : He beſeccheth you by us. How movingly, how 
meltingly, how pltifully, how paſſi-narely he calleth! The 
Church is pm into a ſudden extafie vpon the ſound of his 
voice, The voice of my beloved, Cant, 2. 8. Oh, wile thou 
tern adeaf car to his voice? Jr is not the voice that break= 
eth the Cedars, and maketh the mountalns to Skip Ike & 
calf; and ihaketh che wilderneſs, and dividerh the flimes 
of fire: It is nor Singi*s thunder, bur the (oft & fiilvoicezir fy 
ner the voice of Mount Ebal,a voice of curfing and terrours 
but the voice of Mount Geri3im, the volce of bleſſing and of 
glad ridings of good things, Ir is pot the voice of the 
trumper, nor the nolfe of war 3 but a m«ſl[ige of peace 
from the King of peace, Epbhes. 6.15. 2 Cor, $+ 18, 20, 
Methlonks it ſhauld be wich thee, as with the Spouſe ; my 
ſoul failed when be ſpake, Canr. 5. 6, I may ſay to thee, O 
finner, as Martha to her fifier, The Maſtty is come, and be 
calltth for thee, Joh. ti 28, Oh, now, with Mey, ariſe 
quickly, and come uato him, How ſweet are hls Invitatfz 
ons! He cilcth in the open concourſe, If any was thirſt, 
let bim come unto me and drinb, Toh. 7. 37. Prov. 1. 21s 
He broacheth his own body for thee; Oh, come and lay 
thy mourh to his fide. How free js he ! He excludeth 
none : Fhoſorver will, ltt bim come and take the water of 
life freely, Rev. 22. 19. Whoſo is ſimple, let bim turn In 
bitber, Come, ear of my bread, drink of the wine Which I 
bave mingled. Fo'ſeke the fooliſh, and live, Prov. 9. 4. 5+ 
6, Comenmto me, et. Take my jeek upon you, and (tary of 
me and yt yall find reſt wato your ſouls, Mat'h 11 B. 29, 
Him that commeth to mr, I will in no wiſe caft out. J", 6, 
37, low doth he bemoan the obfila-te refuſcr $ O- Jeru- 
lalem , J-rulaiem! How often world | bave gathered thy 
thildren, as 4 hen gaiberith ber chickens nnder be! wings, 
and ye world net Muith. 23. 39. Behold mt. b:hold me , 
Iheve (iretched ont my bands all:he day to & r1ebiliions proplt, 
Ila. 65. 1, 2, Oh, be perſuaded now at laſt, to throw your 
ſelves fato the arn's of love, 
Behold, Oye ſons of men, the Lord Jeſus hath thrown 
op<n 
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open the priſons. avd now he cometh'to you (as the 
M-giſrates once to them, Af. 16. 39. ) and brſeecherh 
you to come out. tt it were from a Palzece.or a Paradice, 
that Ghrift did call you, le were no wonder if you were 
Bn williog ; (and yer, how exfily was Aden tolled from 
theuce ! ) bur ir is from your prifon, firs from your chalns, 
from the dung-on, from the darknes, that he cilleth you, 
We. 42. 6, 9, and yet will vou not. come? He calleth 
you unto [{berry, Gle. 5s. 13* and yer will you not harken? 
His yoak is eafig, his la'vs are liberty, his fervice (reedom, 
Maith- It, 37% fam. 1, 25. 1 Cor, 7: 22, and Cwhat 
ever prejudices yon have againſt his ways ( if a God may 
be believed, you ſhill find them all pleaſure and' peace, 
and ſhall raſte (weerve(s and joy unvtterable, and take In- 
finate delight and felicicy in them, Prov. 3 19: Pſd, 1193 
IGG. 1 Pet. 1.8. Pſal. 119, 103, 11. 


Beloved, I am lot to leave you: Icannor tell how to. 


give you over. Iam now ready to fhut up, but fain E would 
drive this bargain between Chrift and you, before Iend, 
What |. Shail I leave you as 1 found you at laſt? Have you 
read hitherto, and are not yet reſolved wpen a preſent a- 
bandoning all your fins, and clofing with J:fus Chrift ? 
Alas, What fhal I ay ? What fhall do? Will you turn off 
all my importunity ? Have I run in vain? Haye f uſcd (o 
many arguments, and ſpent ſo much time to perſwade you, 
-and yer muſt fit down at faſt in difappoiotment? But ic 
Is:a (mall matrer chat you turn me off; you pur a ſlight up- 
on the God that made you, you rcj*& the bowels ard be- 
ſecchings of a Saviour, and will be found refiſters of the 
Holy Ghoſt, 4#s 5. $1. if you will not now be prevailed 
with'o repent, and be converted. 

Well, though I have called you long, and ye have rez 
faſcd.1 ſhal yer this once more life up my voice like a trum- 
pet, 2nd cry from the higheſt places of the citle, before 
F conclude with a miſerable Conclamatyw et. Once more 
I hal call after regardic(s ſinners, that if It be poſſible, I 
may awaken them, O eerth, earth. earth, hear the word of 
the Lord, Jer. 22.29, Unleſs you be reſolved rodic, lend 
your cars to the laſt calls of mercie. Behold, in rheneme 
of God I make open proclamation to you : H:«rk:n xnto 

: me, 
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me, O ye children : Hear znſtruafiion, and be wiſe, and refuſe 
3t not. Prov. 8 32, 33- 

Ho, eve'y one thes thirſieth, come ye to the waters; and ht 
that bath 80 01), cOMe Je, Dn) and eat: Vee comt, buy wine 
and milk, without ment). and wichext price. Whereſore ds 
you (pend your money for that which is 20t bread and your lin 
bout for that which ſatisfitth not ? Hearkey diligently xnto me, 
and ear ye that which is good. and let your ſoul delight it (elf 
in ſatneſs. Incline your tar, aud comeye wito me; bear, and 
your ſox! (H4k live; and Ti will make an tvirlaſting covenant 
with you, even the jure mercies of Dovid, Ita, g5. 1, 2, 3+ 

" Ho, every one that is ſick ot any manner of diſeaſe or 
torment, Matth. 4. 23, 24. Oris poſſeſſed with an evil (ple 
rit, whether of pride, or ſuric, or laft, or covetouſneſs, 
come ye ro the Phyfician,briog away your fick : Lo,here is 
he thai heelerh all manner ſickneſs, andhpil menner of diſeaſes 
arnong the the people. 

Ho, everlc one that is In debt, and everic one that Is In 
diſtreſs, and evertie one that is diſconrenred ; gather your 
{:lvcs anto Chriſt, and he will become a Caprain over you, 
He will be yonr prote&ion from rhe arrefts of the Law, he 
will (ave you from the hand of juitice B:hold he js an open 
ſanRaarle :o you. he is a known refuge, Heb. 6 18. Pſ,48.2, 
Away with your fins, and come in unto him, left the a+ 
venger of blood ſc1ze upon you, leit derourlng wrath oyer« 
teke you. 

Ho, everie Igoorant ſinner, come and buy eye=ſalve,that 
thou may*'(t{ee, Rev. 3. 18. Away with thine excuſeszrhou 
arr for ever loſt, 1f thou conrnueſt in this eſftare, 2 Co7.45 
3 Bur accept of Ch i#t for thy propher, and he will be a 
light unto chee, '!ſe. 42 6. Epheſc 5. 14. Cry unto him for 
knowledge, ftudi: hi. word, rake pains abour the princt- 
! ples of Religion, humble thy (elf before him, and he will 


teach thee his way, and mike chee wile unto (alyation, Mat. 
13 36; Lukes 9 Jibns. 39. Pſalm :5 9. But ifthou 
wilt not foliow him In rhe patnful ufe of hls means, bur fir 
down becauſe thou haft bur one talent, he will condemn 
thee for a wicked and f] »rhtul (ervant, Math. 25. 24, 26, 
Ho, everle prof:ne ſinner, come in and live : Return 
vs unto the Lo:d- and he will have mercie upon thee ; Be in» 
reated. Oh , Yetxrn, come; Thoy that haſt filled thy no 
| wit 
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with oaths and execratiorts, all manner of fins and blafe 
phemies ſha! be forgiven thee, Mark 3- 28. If chon wllr but 
throughly turn unco Ch:Ift, axd come in. Thovgh thou 
waſt as unclean as Mygdelen. yet pat away thy whoredoms out 
of thy fight, and tbint adulteries from betyyten thy breaſts avd 
give up thy (elf urto Chriſt, as a veſſ-t of holineſs alone 
for ts uſe; and then, thengh thy fins be a5 ſcarlet, they ſhall 
be as woel: andiboxgh they be as crimſon, thy ſhal "be as 
white es ſnow, Luke 7. 39+ Hoſe 2. 2. 1 Theſ. 4. 4; Ialah 
I. 18. 

Hear. O ve drunkards, How long will ye be drunkbtin? Pat 
away Jour wine, 1 Samuel 1. 14. Though you hev« rofled 
In :he vomir of your fin, rake the vomit of repentance, aud 
h:artily diſgarge your beioved lufts, and rhe Lord will re- 
celve you. 2 C87. 6. 179. Give up your ſelves unto Chriſt, 
to live (oberile, righgrouſlic and god liezembrace his righte» 
ouſtie(s, accept his gorernment 3 and though you have been 
ſwine, he will waſh you, Rev. 3.6. 

Hear, O ye looſe companions, whoſe delſght Is in vain 
and wicked ſoclely, roſport away your time in carnal mirch 
aud jolill:y wich them ; come in at wiſdom's cail, and chufe 
her, and her ways, and you fhal live, Prov 5, gs, 6. 

Hear, O ye (corners, hear the word of the Lord: Thoagh 
you have made a ſport of godlineſs, 1nd 'he profeſſors theres 
of; though you have made a (corn of Chriſt, and of his 
ways ; yct, even to you doth he call, ro gather you un* 
der the wings of his merclec, Prev. !. 22, 33 In aword, 
Though you ſhould be found zmong the worit of the black 
roll. x Cor. 6, 9, 10, Yer, upon your throvgh converſion, 
you ſhi] be waſhed, you ſhall be juſtified , you fhall be 
ſanttified, In the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by che Spl- 
xi! of our Gnd, wer 11, 

Ho, cv:ric formal profeſſor, thar art hur a luke#warm 
an! 4ough- b:ked Chriftian,and refiefi ir» the form of god- 
line; give over thy halvicg and thy halting, be a through» 
ou: Chifilan and be zealous, and repent; and then.chough 
thon haft beer: an off-nce to Ci:rii*s flom-ch, thou ſhalt 
be the joy of his hearr, Rev. 3. 16, 19, 20. +» 

An now bear witneſs that mercie hart: b en off:red you 
I cell btav's end ta ty ta vererd igornſtgen this day, that 1 
bawt ſes before you lije axd death, blifſing and cw ſong, there- 
: ore 


jp 
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fore chuſe liſe, that you 
! woo you,and warn you; | cannot compel you to be happtey 
if 1 conld, I would, What anſwer will you (end me wirh 
to my Maſter ? Ler me (p:ak unto you, 23 Abraham's [ere 
. vant tothem 5; Avd new, if you will deal kindly and truly 
with my Maſter, tell mz G:n- 24. 49 Oh, for ſuch a hzp- 
* ple an{wer as Keb beb gave to them, Gen, 24 5%, 53. And 
'» they ſaid ie will call the damſel. and enquire a: her month. 
And thty tallied Rib:kah, and ſeid wnto ber, Wilt thex go 
with this man? And (ht ſaid, Iwill ge. Oh chat | had but 
thus much from you | Wny ſhould I be your accuſer, Met. 
Io. 14. Is, Wwi:o thiilt for zour ſalyatjo: ? Why ſhould 
the paſſionate pleadings and worings of mercie be turned 
fnro the horrid ag,ravarions of your 09 Inacte, and addfe 
tlons to your mifcrie ? Julge in your ſelves : Do you not 
think their conemnation wtli be couhly dre:dful, that 
ſhil fill go on in their ft 5, after all cadray ws to recal 
- them? D-uaticls #t he {be mere tolrra? 8 for Tyre and 
| + Sidon, yea for Sodom end Gomorts'?, 31 tne F4y of judge= 
| 23 - ment, then for yox. Matth, 11. 22, 24. 
| © B:loved, If you have any ji ic tor your periſhing ſouls, 
- Cloſe with the preient eff is tf mercie; If vou wovid pot 
| continue and {acreaſe the pains of your rraval Ing Mirifiery” 
, do not tick in the birch. If he God that maqvc you heve 
| any authorlitle with you, obry his command, ant come in, 
, Tf you are not deipliſe's of grare, and would not ſhat up 
> | the doors of mercie agals.!t your ſelves, repent, and be 
= Converted. Let not heaven ſtand open for you In v:$18 
Let not che Lord J*fus open hls wares, and bid you buy 
; Withour money, and wichour price, In vain ; Let net his 
| \'. Mlol'icrs, and his Spirlr (irfve with you in valn, 2nd [cave 
you now at faft unperiwaded. left the ſentence go forth a» 
|  gain'tyou, The bellows are burnt, the lead is conſumed of 
| >» thr fire the ſoxnder melteth in vein. Reprobate filvty (hall men 
\ Call them, brcaxſe the Lord bathregtfted them, J:r. 6. 29 30% 
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js Father of ſpirits, take the beart in band, that is too be'd 
i; for my weakneſs: Do not thox bawt ended, thexgh I bave dene; 
& haeifa word from thin! rfſeftxal power, will do the worhk. O 
& thex that haſt th: þ!/y of David , that openeſt when no man 
”; ſhytrtth; open tha this beare, a: thou didft Lydia's, and let 
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144 . My. Alleine's Counſe! ſo? 

not the tempter berden bim in delays : Let him mt fiir from 
this plece, 107 take his eyes from theſe lines, till be be veſolv, 
ed co forego bis fins, and to atcept of life upon thy ſelſ-dening 
eerms. In tby name, O Lerd God, did 1 go forth to theſe !4n 
hours; 3n thy neme do IT ſhut theyup :+ Let not all the time 


they have coſt, be but loſt hours 5 let not all the thenghts of | 


beert, 4d all the pains that beve been aboxt them, be but loſt 
laboxr. Lord put in thine hand into the heart of this Reader, 
and ſend thy Spirit, 4s once thou didft Philip, te joyn himſelf 
20 the chariot of the Eunuch, while be wes-reading the word, 


And thoxgh 1 ſhoxld ntver know it while 1 live, yet Tbileech 


thee, Lord God, let it be found at that day, that ſome ſon's 
are converted by theſe leboxrs:; And let ſome be able to land 


forth, and (ay, that by theſe perſwaſions they were won unto | 


thee, Amen, Amen. Let bim that readeth (ay, Amen. 
Mr. Allelne's Conſe! for Perſonal! and Family Godlineſs. 


Tloved , I deſpair of ever bringing you to ſalvation, 
without ſan&tficacion 3 or poſſeſſiag you of happineſ; , 
without perſwzdlng you co holinefs, God knows, 1 have 
nor the left hope ever to ſee one »of your faces in heaven, 


ex-ept you be converted and lanfified, and exerciſe yoar | 


ſelves unto gadlineſs, I betecch you, fiadie perſonal godli- 
neſs, and family- godlineſ*:, 

x. Perſonal godlineſs. Leti: be yaur firſt care to ſet up 
Chriſt in your hearrs: Sce char you make all your worldlle 
intereſts co ſtoop to him. that you be entirely and unre- 


ſervedlic devo et un'o him. If you wilfullic, and delibere | 
actelie, and ordinarily harbour any fin, you are undone, ; 


Pſe/m 68 21. Ez'b. 18, 20, Sce that you unfeſgnedlie 
take rhe laws of Chriſt, as the rule of your words, thoughts 
and aftion- 3; an4 ſubjc&t your whole man, members and 
mind faichfuliy ro him, Pſel. 119. 34. Rom. 6. 13. If you 
havenor a tru: reſpe& to all G»o's Commandments, you 
are ugſounq at heart, Pſelm 119 6. Oh (tudie to get the 
image and impreſs of Chrift vpon you within : Begia with 
your h:a-'s, eiſe you build wichonr a foundation, Labour 
to ger 4 faving change within orelſe all external perform- 
ancrs will be to ao purpoſe : And then fiudie to ſhew forth 
the power of godlineſs Ia the life, Let plery, be your be 
an 
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M and great buſiveſs; 'Tis the higheſt polnt of juſilce to,give 
v. God his due, Bewarc that none of you be a prayerleſs 
8 perſon ; for that is a moſt certain diſcovery of a Chriſileſs, 
= and eraceleſs perſon; of one that 13a very ſtranger tothe 
|! | fear of God, Pſalm; 14. 4. Job 15. 4. Suffer not your Blbles 
% , to gather duſt ; Sce that you converſe daily with the word 
[7 Joby 5. 39, That man can never lay claim to bleſſedneſss 
Ty whoſe delight is notia the law ofthe Lord, Pſal. 1-13 23 
Ler medication and ſclf-examinarton be yonr dally exerciſe, 
1, Bur plety, without charity, {s but the half of Chrifttant= 
9 . ty; or rather impious hypocriſis. We may not divide the 
'S Tablets; Sce therefore that thou do juſtlle,and \ove mercie, 
and ler equitle and charity rud 1|ke an even threed, throughe 
0 ,/ ont all your dezlings, Be yon temparate In all things;and 
| Tet chaſtitle and (obrietle be your uodivided companlonss 
| Let truth and puritys ſeriouſncls and modeſty; heavenlineſs 
and gravitle, be the conſtant ornaments of your fpeech, 
Ler patſence and humllitle, fimplicitie fincerſtie ſhine ont. 
, Inallthe parts of your converſations. See that you forger 
» + and forgive wrongs, and require them with kindn:fs, as 
© you would be found children of the Moſt High, Be mera 
z cliful in your cenſures, and pn: the molt favourable conſtrn. 
r | Rlon vpon your brethren's carriage, that thiir ations will 
* ' reaſonablic bear. Be (low iv promifing, pun.al In ful» 
filling. Ler meckneſs and innocencie, affableneſs, ylelding- 
P | neſs andcourtefie commend yonr converſations to all men. 
© }, Ler none of your relations want that love and loya!rle,that 
4 | reverence and dnty, that trenderne(s, czre an1 vigilancy, 
* || which their (everal places and capackilcs cail for: This 
» + Is throughout godlinefsy. I charge you before the moſt 
© | high God, thar none of you be found a (wearer, or a lyar, 
$ © lover of cvil compuny, or a ſcoffer, or malicious, or 
[ covetous, or a drunkard, or a glvtton, unrighceons in his 
u |} dealing. enclean In his living, or a quirr:iler, or a thief 
a j{ or a backhſrer, or 4 railer : For 1 denounce vnto you from 
© /* theliving God, ghat defirnRion and damnation js the end 
1 of all ſuchg Pref. 13. 20. 7am. $.12 Rev. 21. 8. 1 C07, 
Ci 6, 9. 10; Gel. $. 19, 20, 2I. 
* | 2. Famlly-godiineſs. He that hath ſer up Chriſt ja hls 
| | H heart 


145 My. Alleine's Counſel for 
heart, will be ſure to ſtudy to (ct him op in hls houſe, Let 


| every family with you be a Chriftfea Church, 1 Cor. 16.15» 


every houſe 2 houſe of prayer; Let every houfe=holder 
ſay, with 7:e, 1 4nd my houſe will ſerve the Lord, Jofh. 
24, Is, and refolrewihDevid, I will walk within ny 


houſe with « perfeft heart, Plal. ton, 2. Ler me preſs upon 4 


you a few datics in general: 

"Firſt, Ler Religion be in your families, not ay a mztter 
bythe by, ( to be minded at leffare, when the world will 
give you leavc, ) bur. the fianding buſineſs of the houſe : 
Let them have your prayers as duly as thelr meals. fs there 
ahy of your famllles, bur have rime for thelr taking food ? 
'Wretched man ! Canfſt thou find time to cat io, and nor 
find rimeto pray in? 

Secondly, Settle it upon your hearty, that your ſouls zre 
boi nd up in the fou's of yoar family, Th:y Wrecomn't cd 
nÞpto you, and ( if they be ſoft rhrougn your acgle@ ) will 
he required at your hands, Sirs, If you do nor, you hal 
know, that the charge of ſouls Is a heavle charge, and that 
the blood of fouls is a %eavic guilt. O man, Haſt thou the 
charge of ſouls ro anſwer for, and doſt thou not yet beſtir 
thy (elf for themthat cheir blood be yor found in thy skirts 
'Wilr thou do no more for immortal lou!s, than thou wile 
do for thy beaſis that periſh? What doft thou do for thy 
children and ſerran's * Thou frovidefſt mear and driok 
for them, agreeable to thelr natrrcs: And doft thou not 
the ſame for thy beafis? Thou glreſt them medicines, and 
cherifheſt them when they be fick : And doſt thou not as 
much for thy (wine? More particularly. | 

I. Let the ſolemn reading of the word, and finging of 
Pſalms, be your family exerciſcs, Je. 34. 16. Jobs $5. 39. 
Pſalm $18. 15. I fee Chriſt fioging with his fa- 

mllle , viz. bis Diſciples, Matth. 26. 3o. Like 9. 

18. 

3, Let every perſon In your familics be duly called to 


4 
| 


a account of their proficing by the word heard or read, ; 
as they be about doing your own bnfineſs, This isa duty { Ni 
of conſequence nnſpeakable,and would be a means to brivg | fi 
thoſe under your charge to remember and profix by what | bs 


they | W 


of l 
9. \ 
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$ce Chrift's example in calling his famllke rg 


3+ Often take an account of the ſouls under your care, 
concerning their ſpiritual eftates, | Hereln you muft be 


they recelve. 


- an account, Metth. 16, 11, 13, 155 


' followers of Chrift, Meth. 13. io, 36, $1. Mark 4 10, 11. 
». Make enquiry into thei! condition, infift much upon'the fins 


fulneſs and miſery of their natural eſtare, and upon the 
necclity of regeneration and converſion, in order to their 
ſalvation: Admonifh them gravely of their fins, encourage 
beginnings : Follow them earnefilic, and let them have 
no quiet for you, till you ſee them In a ſaving change: This 


 s adutle of high conſequence, but ( 1 am afraid ) fearfuls 


ly negie&ed. Doth_ nor conſcience ſay, thou art the man? 

4. Look te the firi&t ſanRifying of the Sabbath by aff 
your honſe-holds, Exod; 20, 19. Levit. 23: 3. Many poor 
familics have little rime c!iſe, Oh, {Improve bur your Sab« 
bath days as diligentlic in labouriong for knowledge , and 
doing your Maker's work, as you do the other days In do- 
ing your own work, and I doubt not but you may come td 
ſome proficiency. 

5. Ler the Morning and Evening ſacrifice of ſolemn pray- 
er be daily offercd up In all your familles, Pſalm 92. 1, 2+ 
Exod. 30. 5. 8 Likt 1.9, 10. Beware they be not found 
among the ſamilies that c1!l not upon God's name : For 
why ſhould there be wrajh from the Lord, apon your fe- 
mllies? Jer, 10: 25: Ofmlſerable familics, without God ſti 
the world, that are without (amilic-prayer ! What, have 


.” you ſo manie fam!iie-fics, famille-wanprs, familte. mercies? 


Whar, and yet no famlle-prayers ? How do you pray with 
alſoprzyer ard ſupplication, if you do oor with famili.prays 
er 3 Epbeſ. 6; 18: Say not, I] have no time, What! Haſt 
thou all thy :\me on purpoſe to ſerve God , and ſave thy 
fon! 3. and yer Is this It for which thou canft find no time ? 
Flad bur a hearty and 1 will fiad rime: Pinch cur of your 
meals, and ſleep, rather than wane for prayer. $ay not, 
My bufiacſs will not give leave : This is the greateſt buſi» 
neſs, roſave thy (elf, and the ſouls committed to thee, Be» 
fides, a whet will be no lett, Tn a word, the bleſſing of all 
Is to be got by prayer, 7t': 29: 11: 12: 2 Sam: 9: 29; And 
what is thy buſineſs, wihour _-_ bleſſing } Say nor, [ 

, 2 1X 
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My, Alleine's Coxnſe! for : 
em not able : Uſe the one talent, and God will increaſe; 
Matth; 25: 24. &c: Helps are to be had, till rhou art bet« 
ter able ; Bui If there be no other remedie, thou muſt joyn 
with an abler nejghbour; God hath ſpeclal regard to joint 
prayer, 74m: 5: 4, f019: Als 12: 5, 10,12. 2C8r, 1.11, 
and therefore you muſt improve familie-advantages ſor the 
performing of ir. 

. 6. Put everyone 1n your families upon private prayer; 


, Obſerve whether they do perform ir; Get them the help 


of a form, ifthey need ir, till they are able ro go without 
It. Dire& them how to pray, by minding them of their 
fins, wabts and mercies, the materials of prayer ; This 
ng practice of Joby, and of Jeſus, Lake 115 ny, 
2, Cs 
7; Set up catechiſing in your families, at the feaft once 
every week, Have you no dread of the Almighty*s charge 
that you ſhculd teach theſe things diligently ts y'ur children, 
and talk of them as yox ſet inyour houſts, 8c, Deur. 6.6, 7, 
8, 9. 4x4 11. 18, 19, 20. 4nd train them xp in the way 
wherein they ſhould go, Prev, 22. 6. the margin. Hath God 
fo commended 4#51abar, that he wou!ld teach bis children 
and hboxſhold, Gen. 18. 19, and that he had many ix/iru(t- 
ed ſervants, Geb.. 14. 14. ſee the margin, and given ſuch a 
romifc ro him thcreupop 3 and will not you pur 1n for a 
re, nelther in t} ce praiſe, nor the promiſe? Hath Chrift 
honoured catechifing with his prefence, Luke 2, 46. and 
will you not own it with your praftice? Say nor, they 
are careleſs, and will not learn; What have you your 


j 


authoritle for, if not to uſe it for God, and the good of 


their ſouls? You will call them up, and force them to do 
your. work, and ſhould you nor at leafi be as zesious In 
putting them vpon God's work? Say nor, they are dull,znd 
are not capable: If they be daul!, God requires of you the 
more pint, ard patience z but ſo dull as they are, you will 
make them to learn how ro work ; and can they nor learn 
as well how to live? Are they capable of the myiteries of 
of your trade, ar.d are they not capable of the plain prins 
cIplcs of Religion? Wecll,av ever you won'd fre the growth 
of Relicion, the curc of ignorance, the remedy of profane- 


neſs ' 
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+ nefs, the downfall of crtour, falfil you my joy In goiog 
through with this duty, 

Will you anſwer the czlls of divine providence ? Would 
you remove the incumben?, or prevent the impending ca- 
lamirles? Would you plant ourſcries for the Church of 
Would you that God ? ſhould build your houſes, . 
and bleſs your ſpbMance? Would you that your children 
ſhould bleſs you, that your ſervants fhould bleſs you ? 
Oh rhen ſer vp plety in your families, as ever you would be 
bleſſed, or be a bleſling : Ler your hear:s and your houſes 
be the remples of the [lving God , in which his worſhip 
( according to all the fore-mentioned dircRiouns ) may be, 


with conſtancy, reverendly performei, Prov. 29. 1. 
He that bring often reproved, berdueth bis neck, (hall ſudden- 
ly be deſirozed, and that without remedy. , be wiſe in 


time, that you be nor miſerable co eternity. 
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Divers PraQtical Caſes of Conſcience Sa- 
tisfaQorily Reſolved. 


I. Wherein ſhwld Chriſtians be ſangular in thzir Obedience, or 
what may they, and muſt they dy more than others? 
ws 1 may and muſt a Chriſtian be and &o that he may pleaſe 
od ? 


I. Whether any man is able in this life to come up to the Exe 


_— of Chriſt in this, to do always thoſe things that pleaſe 
ods 


IV. What wearineſs in, and unwillingneſs to duties, mayſtand. 
with grace, and what not ? 


To which are added ſome 
COUNSELS and CORDI ALS. 
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CHAP, Il, = 
The ſingular Duties of Chrifiians: 
I. Caſc of Conſcience 
on Mit, 5. 45: 
What ds you more then dthers? 


Of \ A JHerein ſhould Chriftlans be ſingular In thele 
< Ovcdicnce? Or what may they, . and muft- 
they do more than others ? | 

A, Take the Anſwer ja theſe 16 Rx{es , containing the 
CharaRer and Compaſs of a Chriſtian. | 

Rule 1. Heartily to love them that flight you , and to 
wiſh and ſeck the good of thoſe that hate you, and (ecKto 
hure you : This 15 the verie thing urged to the Text, If 
you ſeluit your brethren only , and love them that love Jons 
de not even the Pablicans the ſame? Mats $244. 4%; To 

. . H 4 love. 


2 Caſes of Conſcience | 
love them that do reſpet and value us, this every one 
an do: but to love them truly that think meanly of us, 
and have prejudices and hard thoughts againſt vs, and ro 
ſpeak well of chem that ſpeak evil of us ( as the ſweet ſpl, 
riced Celvin, ) Let Latber cill me Dog or Devil, I will ſay 
of him neverihejicſs, he is a precious (ſervant of Ehritt 
Jeſus. This is to do more than others, Thus the Mar» 
tyr Cranmer, of whom It was a Proverb ( Do the Biihop 
of Caenteroxry a diſpleaſure, ard you thail ever have him 
' your Friend.) Thus that holy man, in his much co be 
admired perting words, (1 had never any greater plea» 
ſure In all my life then to torger and forgive Iyjuries, and 
ro ſhew kindneſs ro them that ſought evil ro me.) Study 
who have offended you, and diſobliged you, and flighted 
you, and kcep up good thoughts of them, ( If che caſe will 
bear fr ) and ſpeak nothing but good cf them, and think 
what kindneſs you may ſhew them ; pray ſor them, wiſh 
well to them, ſo (hall ye be the Children of jeur Faiber which 
Js in Heavin, Mart, 5.45. 

Rule 1I, To (wim agaloſt the fiream of the multitude ; 
The dead fiſh will (wim with, but the living agaioft the 
fircauw* Many will toro Jews when thelr intereſt will 
carcie it in the world : When Religion is In faſhion, evce« 
ry cone wiil be init; But to bear head 2gainii the current 
of the the times, and to be for ſiri& Godlineſs In all your 
ways, when the fiream rans quite againſt le tro bear ft 
dowo, and to reſolve as David did , to be yet more vile 5 
this is to be, and ro do more than others. The Sex- 
Titans will necds be Jews when Alexander favonrs and helps 
them, but when Antiechxs bloodily rages agaloft them, 
C a5 in: the time of the Meccabers ) then they will be none 
of the kin, burprecend thewiclves ro be of another ftock, 
(which by the way, was the reaſon of the deadlic hatred 
a{terwards between the Jews and them.) But to be fin« 
gular in your good choice and reſolutions , with Zoſhury 
_ thovgh all ſbould yo!e againſt you with one conſent;8: with 
Noe t2 be perie& in our generations, when never fo 4» 
dulrerous, and to waik with God when all fleſh have cor- 
Tupted thelr ways, and tread a contrary courſe, this Is to 
do more than others. Thus the three Children, or rather 


the three Champions ( who would not fear the flours __ 
| c 
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Zadiciouſty Reſolvtd: — 
the multſrude, nor the frowns of the great ones, nor 
charge of fingularky, but when all the Princes , Gover. 
pours, Caprains, Counſellors, Sheriff, and all the People, 
Nations and Langueges fell down and worſhipped, they 
flood by the mſclves, and would not (infally comply, Dat« 
+3, 7. if, 

: Kale HI. To rake moſt care of that which is moſt out 
of fight. A Chriſtians eye is moft on the things leaf} (cen; 
firſt upon his heart, hercin he doth exceed the righreouſ= 
neſs of the Phariſees, whoſe great care was to keep all fair 
and clean that came to view, but looked no farther: Mike 
great conſcience of your carriage in ſecret, and let your 
main guard be upon your hearts, and this will be more 
than others reach to. This was Paxls care, to keep his 
Conſcience, his infide clean and undefiled, As 24. 16: 
And Fobs care, that thongh all the world did reproach 
him, he w'ghr not put a reproach in the -month of his 
Conſcience, Fob 27. 6. and Davids care thar hls heart 
mighr be clean. 2. #pen bis hope. Orhers look to the things 
ſeen, things in hand : bur the true Belicver eyes his 
hopes, walks by feith,nor by fight; and lives a quire dife 
ferent life from any others in the world, beſides : As living 
upon the hopes of Hc.ven, doth difference from living on 
the pleaſures, profirs, and hours of the world. 

Rale IV. To be merciful to others failings, and very ſrurre 
t0 0x7 own. The Noble Roman Cato could more cafily 
forgive any than himſelf, To aggravate our own evils,and 
to [:ave an excule ready for ovr brothers, and to cenſure 
our (clves freely, and ro come with the mantle bebind ws 
to cover our brother, this is to do mare than others. The 
Hypocrire Is a cenſurer abroad:he is like the eye that can ſce 
any thing bur Ir ſelf ; he can diſcern a moat In hls brothers 
eye, bur nor a beam in his own. Bur the ſervint of God 
rebukes others with meckneſs, but falls out cafily and bite 
terly with himſelf, 

Rule V. To ſoffer rather than to fin. This was Moſes , 
cho'ce, bur the hypocrires bz quire contrary : he chooterh 
lalq rity rather than aff: ion, To go lo far with Ch rift as 
our «ay Iles rogether,” is to do n'» more than an un\ound 
Profeſſor may reach to: The Tryal is when Chriſt's Intereſt 
' and ours do croſs, and we muft eirber baulk our duty, or 
| 5 H 5 our 


_— 
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our ſafety and advantage. The famous Martyr under 74: 
ties, would not give on half peny towards the building of 
the ſdols Temple, though he was offered -his. life by the 
Emperour on thoſe terms. The Godly High Pricft Eleczer, 
when the Nobles derſwaded him to eat other mear under 
colour of (wines fleſh, and they would perſwade the King 
Antiochxs har he had caren (wines fleſh, would die rather 
than fiajn hls Profeſſion with the appearance of evil, When 
2a man ſhill lle in oarward miſery and have a door of delle 
verance open, if he will but fin,and yer he will not accept 
of it, as thoſe Worthies in Pax/s Martyrology; this is ro do 
more than orhers,. Hth. 11. 26. 

Rule VI. To rejoyce in loſits for Chriſt, and glovy in the 
the Croſs. Whenothers be diicouraged at the news of hard- 
fhip ; as that forward and ſeemingly reſolved Diſciple ; or 
hall bs i ffended as (90n as the Sun of perſecution is up. 
Whenweſhall Tebe pleaſure in infirmities,in itibulations, and 
rejonce that we are counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name 
of Chrift ; this Is ro do more than others, When the ſer- 
yants of God (hill nor only patiently and trixmphantly un- 
dergo the Croſſes, that crak the brains, and break the 
heatrs of cthers, and fhake off the Viper withour res. 
celving any hurt , when Pal and Siles ſhall fing in tne 
Stoc ks, and the reſolved Marryrs (hall embrace the Fagots, 
and lils the Stake : When the Valiant Philpet ſhall fay of 
his Priſos | iz the judgment of the world we «re in Hell, but 
F| find ie it the ſweet conſolation of Heaven | and the holy 
Bradjord, [ My Priſon is ſweeter to me then any Parlowythen- 

any pleaſure 1 have had in all my life, ) This is Indeed to | 
exceeds 9thers, 

Rae VII. To be good when ſhe ſhall be evil Jroken of for 
oy” labour. A Phariſee wili do thoſe du:ies that will gain 
applauſe with mer, bur ro rake up with deſpiſed duties, 
alfpraceful dutics, and with Devid ro be religious, when 
ir ſhz!l reoder him ile; this is to do more than others, 
The Philoſopher could ſay, It #s noble indeed, for « max 
todo well, when be knows bt ſboll htar ill for it. 'To take 
up Re!ipion when every one kicks bi off, ro ftand up alone 
wich LZs:her ſor the truth, when the whole world is gonea | 
wandering after the Whore, To have his hand againft e- 
very man, and te bs ſor Chriſt with A4/bepeſixs Fn 
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#dicionſly Rtfolved 5 
= whole Univerſe ; this 18 indeed to do ſome fiogular 
thing. 

RuleVil. To ſtrike in with Gods Intereſt when it is jails 
ing. To joyn ovur (elves with the Lords people, when ics 
the weakeſt to eſpoule rheir intereft with Moſes, when they 
were in deep :ffiition, Heb. 11. 25, 26, To own our 
ſelves to be ſome of them, undauntedly, when this way is 
every where ſpoken againſt; this is to tread Antipodes tothe - 
courſe of this world. 

Rule IX To be moſt crxel to the ſin that is naturally moſt 
dear, The hypocrite hides his (weet morſe] under hls 
tongue, he ſpares as ft were the fatteft oſtheCartel,he ſaith, 
The Lord parden his ſervant concerning this thing: But when 
2 man (hill off with bis right hand, ext with bis right oye, 


ſerves his 4bjalom, £3 7oab did, when he took three darts 


and thruſt :horow his heare,chis is ro do more than others. 
The ſincere Chriſtian is moſt angry with the fin of hls 
Temper, againſt this he aims the arrows of all his prayers: 
He keeps him ſom bis iniquity, he drives the whole herd of 
ſin before him, bur eſpecially ſhoots ar, and fingles our 
this ro ran It down. 

Ruſe X. To live xpon 1 be divine promiſes when others live 
apon their poſirſſions, O hers are all for what is iz band, 
with them words are but wind;they cannot live upon thei 
the promiſes arc ro them « berres beath anddry breaſts: bur 
when we make the promſes our beritege, the aff of our 
life, rhe life of our hearty, when the promiſes are the bot» 
tle we run to fo all our falorIng : and whiie others hope ia 
their #:«[th, our hope is in the Word: This to do more 
than others. 

Roulc X1. To love that befi. and chooſe it ſoontii, which - 
doth croſs the Fieſh maſt, The godly mans rule 3s to rabe 
the ſeif-denyal «fide, ſohe be (ure it be ſafe 2 when others 
ſtudy is co pleaſe themſelves, his Is ro curb bimſelf : The life 
of others is a fl-(þ-pleefing, hisa ſelf denying life : others joy 
js, when they can gratifie themſelves, his, ( when he canger 
viflery over himſelf ) 

Rule XI, To be muſt bot in that wherein ſelf is leaſt conv 
cerned, Paxl is mcck as a Lamb under perſons! lnjariesy 
1 Cor. 4 12, Aiis 95. 16. But how is bh ſpirit filrred when 


God(diſhoncured ? A man of underliandibg b of : ay 
# puny 
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6 Caſes of Conſcience 

ipiri's that is In his own concern : bur Moſes the meek 
waxcs hor with indignation at the ſight of the Calf, Tobe 
hor and forward In thofe dutles where the fi-ſh's interef} iy 
concerned, Is to do more than a Jeb, 2 Kings lo. 16, 


© 

Rule XIII, To Wake & trht conſcience of the lealt ſins. but 
moſt conſcious of the greateſt, In one of thele will the hy- 
Pocrite be feurd tardy- Ir may be he will fly (om open 
fins, and flartle at groſs tering fins; but of Iirrle fins he 
makes little confclience; This he allows of and connives 
at« Or elſe he will be verytender of /zttle things, (cruple 
the piccking rhe ears of corn on the ſabeth-day, or the 
curig of the fick. 'and firain at the goat: when he will 
in other things ſwallow a Camel, devour widows, houſes, 
The fincere will indalge no fin : grieves for, groans under, 
cries cur feeliogly againſt his very jnfirmities £ but moſt 
dread what God moſt hates 

Rule XIV. To allow ox? ſelves in the negleft of no duty, 
but to reſerve you 7 «| for the dxtits of moſt weight, To 
tithe minr, and cummnio, and negle& judgment, mercy 
and faith, to be zealous for humane Ceremonies, Ordi- 
nancez and mens Traditions, and omit the weightler mat- 
ters of the Law, is right the Phariſees guiſe, Mat. 23. 23+ 
Mat. 15. 2. Tocye both the Tabl:s ro joyn ſweetly rom 
gether. morality and plety, to be punual with men, bur 
Nbe careleſs of God ; ro glvc to Ceſer the things that are 
Ceſer's, bur firſt ro give to Gd the things that be Gods, 


* this {s ro do more than others. The fincere Chriſtian 


hath reſpe& to all Gods Comandements: walks in zl! his 
fia-utes : he fs throvghour wi:h G:d, hur he is moſt 
zealous fn thoſe thivgs that lie next the hearc of Re- 
ligfon. 

Rule XV. To love your Rtprovers, Herein David doth 
More than Abeb, ſce their contrary frames. 1 Kings 22, 8, 
fal. 141. 5 

Rule XVI. To ſu'ji all yoxr wordly interefi to your Maz 
kers glory, and perform holy duties with holy cops. and 
while others do their beft aRions with earnal alms ; you 
muſt do your common and ciylj ations wich heavenly 


aim, | 
2: Bow 
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andgreat part of Jaftige, viz. Ty 8iye-God his ducsH 


' Jadicioxſly Reſolved, 
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Q Hw mea we brow whither we be, and do more thay 
othtrs nat ere unſound ! : 


I ill anſwer rhis Quehtjon, by propcunding eight 
Quettio's, ro you, deſeechtng yOu Q@D retire to the moſt 
ſo emn and tir:& ex iminarions, and mike conicience to 
give a cleiraniver © beſe few Io errogitories and that 
Wi'l rei-lve rhe Cie. 

Q. 1 Worn others ao pi. t 1nd chooſe, bave J0u Yeſpelt ts 
all Gods commendminte ? tie Hipocrlte may have great 
reſpect to the Conforts, but h: hath lietle ro the Coms 
mands of Rellgion : he is much for the Priviledges and 
promiſes : lirtle for the precepts and duties ; He j4 partfal 
inthe Law, He wlll rake bur h-re and there where he 
likes and where Gol com nangs w'l] ſerve his In-ereſt, or 
et le+ſt wiil not pinch roo hard vpon ihefl-ſh. Tie found 
Chriſilan ſers all Gods command before him : He cyes all 
his Copy : and heartlly defiogs aud ftudles 2 throughour 
conformity ; Hz hath no ſtarring holes, 
nts ; nor doth he halr betw-en the Lord and Baal, nor 
ſerve two Mziters « He doth bot fear che Lord and 
ſerve other Gods, nor divides his ſervice berween 
God and Mimmon bur he fs all for unſiormicy and 
entirely devored to Gods lervice and fear alone: He 
hath a good Conſcience willing in all things to live honeſts 
ly, and doth rruly though nor perfeUly, forſake all his 
fias and keep all his Natures that are known co him : Lec 
me therefore ask you wo queſilons, ( t» ) when ochers 
divide the Tables, do you ſweetly LONiayn them in your 
practice. The hypocrite may be i; feſt and ſquere rowards 
men, but follow him to his family or efoler, you ſhall 

bur lictle of God: His family is negletted, his foul 
1s regleed: or jr may be he is a forward firſt table my 
but you ſhal! find him tardy fn the ſecond. He will rake 
many prayers and long prayers, yer make no conicience 
of devouring widows houſes» He 1s 4 great pretender to 
Piety, but mean while negledts judgment and mercy. 
The fincere jaya all cogether. He is (9 far careful of juſtice 
with men, that mean while he wilt nou oegleft the firſt 


doth 


A Cajrs of Conſcients 

doth jufily, he loves merc:, bur withal walks humbly 
wich God , H: walketh foberly, with reſpeR to himſelf, 
rightcoutly towards his pbelighbour, and godly towards his 
Maker. He is not one of thoſe that are good only on 
their knees, but yon hail find him every where conſcieat- 
jou; : you ſhall have temperance at his Table, chaſthy- 
and modeſily In his Behaviour, grace and truth, jo hls 
works Cherl:y , in hls deeds fajrtifulgeſs, in his juſtice 
in his dealings, He doth nor obly ſcem to be Reljgions 
bur- bridleth his rongue 3 He is nor only « good Chriſtien, 
but 4 geod Nighbboxr, not only « good man, but « go0d Hus« 
band, « good mafitr, & dntifsl Child, « diligent andf aith- 
ſul Servant, 4 good Sytjeft, Ina word, he makes a great 
conſcience of diſchargiog the durlcs of his relarions among 
men. (2. ) When others ſtick in exit2x4s, do you lock 
to the ſprvitxel! part of every command, and principally 
ming the inwards and vitals of Rclizion ? Do younotonlly 
make conſcience of performing dutics, but do you cnrefuly 
lock ro rhe menxer of performing of them 3nd the ends 
for which you do perform them, D2 you not only make 
conſcience of open, bur of ſecret firs? Do yeu abound 
above all in ſecret duties ? Do you keep a watch upon 
your hearts, and make conſcience, not only of the groſs 
ets of fin, but even of finful thoughts, locliratlonsz and 
dilires 2 and are grieved even with your very infi:mltics. 
and the corrupt diſpoſition of your natures, which you can- 
not help though you would ? 

Q. I. #hen others have their wHſe'ves in clofing with 
Chri#, Do you give xp «ll to bim entirely? Have you 
taken Chriſt not hand over head, but deliberately, under» 
fiandipgly, fireing down firft, and counting the coft ? 
Hove you not ſecret reſerves for your own eaſe, fafety, 
eſtates; efieem on ſome beloved fin ? Have you upon 
ſolemn conſideration accepred Chrift az the Lord your 
righteouſneſs, for better for worſe, for all chenges of crimes 
and conditions ? to ran all hazards wich him, and ro take 
your lot with him failas it will 2 

Q. II. when others are for & little of Religion by the by, 
as you muke Religion your buſineſs } Do you not pur «ff God 
with the worlds leavings? and ſerve him when you are 
at leiſure, ? muſt nor God ftane þy, while the wajld fs 
fult ſerved ? &nd are not your ſouls che leaſt of your 6ares? 


Fulictoxſty Reſolved, 


9 
ly $ ' And put off whh (eme by ſcraps, and ends of your time ? 
If, -| * Is Religion your Trade, and your Converſation in Hean 
Is ven? Do you walk with God ? Or have you only now 
MN and then a turn wich him? When you have ended your- 
t- prayers, is there an end of your Religion till you come 
Y to them again ? Or doyou carry on « deſign of Religion 
is o throughout your wholc courſe? Have you only a lifi of 
e Religion at the ouifide of the peice? Or is the Woof of 
1s Religion woven fjnro the whole cloath? Into heart and 
”, life Into your diſcourſe and trades and tables ? Do you 
ſo firſt ſeek the kingdom of Ged axp the Rightrox|nifs theresſ? 
Jo Is it the chief: care of your lives, that God be ſerved, 


and your ſouls be ſaved? and is this the one thing neces 
flary with you that yort chiefly mind, and are aolt (folicir- 
ous about? Do your very hearts fay with David, one 
thing have 1 dcfired of the Lord, that I will ſth after, 
8 c- 


Q IV-#hen others ave for the wagts ofReligion, are you for the 
work of Keligion/Can you (ay with Divid, 1 have choſen thy 
Precepts ? Do you hearts come off ſreely in this choice ? 
Had you rather be holy than otherwiſe, if you were at 
your choifc? Had you rathar be Gods ſervant, and Jive 
at his command, than at your own luſts? Do you count 
the Laws of Chrift your heritage or rather do you got 
count them your bondage? Do you chooſe not only the 
wages of righteonſneſs, but the ways of righteouſnets ? 
Are Gods Commandments your Delight ? And are the 
| ſweeteft bowrs of your lives the hours you ſpend with him ? 
Do you never enjy your ſelyes ſo much as when you moſt 
enjoy God ? Is hls ſerviice the greateſt comfort, «nd Is it 
; meat anderinkto you to do his will, (unleſs when you 
"6 are not your ſelves In the time of temptation or deſercion? 
| _ ) Do you make uſe of holy dutles only as wen do of phy= 
lick, when they are ill at caſe, when Conſcience lali.eth, 
or iffition ſtings, as It were, to copjure down the fright» 
fol furies ? Or to pacifie God, that he may nor hngt you ? 
Or clſe do you uſe them as your dally bread, and the 
{ very ftaff of your life, and means of yovr comforts _ 
Q. V. when others are for the chrap and tafie religion, 
; yt Jou ſor ſelf-denyal ? When others are for the Religion 
_ «that w1ll ferve them bef, arc you for that _— 
F. ve 
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| 20 Caſes of Conſcience 
_ſcrve God beft ? When others are ,Al upon the ſparing 
hand, and will fparc what inay be ſpare, and fludy how 
thcy ny beit lave Charges in gol ig to Heaven, are you of 
Princ-lv (pirits, ro reſolve not ro terve the Lord with 
that which wlil coft y-u nothing? Is your courſe of Relis 
gl vu :uch as dorn par your tleih co fr, and cros and curb= 
Its 4:11-cs, or do you love to zive ir what it craves, and 
ſuff-r ir ro :ake 113 own way? Have you no enemy you 
dread io much as ſelſ? D» you hamper and pleaſe it and 
make prov1tion for It? ord» you p-ay and warch againſt 
Ir, aud grive for its unhappy 1ofir nies in your aRlons ? 
And had rather thanall che world that this enemy were ut- 
der your fect. 

Q. VI. #hen others aye for no more of Religion than nteds 
AuF, are you for the beight of Religion ? The Hypocrite 
( asone well ) isvery inquiftive what fs the loweſt pitch 
that a min may have, and gy to Heivcn and upon this 
deſing, if he could find bur this h- would look no farther : 
Bur the fiacere Chriſtian, though (arisfied char his ſtate 
is (urc, will reſt fn no attalnments In grace, but reaches 
forward and preſſes on, If Ir were poſſible, ro atrain to 
the cefarreflon of the dead. He that :1oth not deſire, and 
diſign, end endeavor ptrſeffion, never yet came up 0 finca 
tricy. A true belivers difi-e belineſs for b1!intſs lake, and 
thers{orc is (ce: upon perſetiing balineſs 5 O:hers defire ir 

only for heay-ni ſake, and therefore are 
* 4nd they beve only for ſo much as will bear thetr chare 
& falſe notion of ges thither; others make uſc of hollneſ- 
Heaven 3t ſelf only :$5 a bridge ro H:aven and there, 
elſe they might fore are ſor ns more than will juſt ſerve 
quſtly drfrre it, their turn, The trac bellever hath a 
as the end of holy nature, and therefore holineſs js 
their preſent bo- His element and natural cmployment ; 
leneſs. it bring and he muſt ne:ds defire holineſs In 
the fruition of Its heighr, becauſe every nature reaches 
God in perfef® af er perfection in its kind : the Godly 
bolintſs. defiresnor holioeſs becaule it is the way 
to Heaven but he loves Heaven the better for the 
- holy way that leads to ft, and for the perfcR holinezwywhich 
is there. 
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Fudicionſly Keſolved, 'Þ | 
gre you &s t'hly for Sanftifitation of Chriſt Do you take 
Chritt as God offers hlaa with all his offices and benefits 
to be both a Prince and a Saviour, to give you repentance 
as well as remiffion of fins ? Are you willjog of the dom- 
inion of Chriſt, as weel es diliverance by chriſt ? Do 
you count his laws your liberty?His government not your 
bondage but your priviledge?His ſervice your freedom? Do 
you cloſe wl:h his burden, as well as his benefites? Do 
you goin Chrifis ways,as loJives or Fatters/Or do you run 
with enlargement of heart, delight or real willingneſs ? 
Q. VIII. #hen others do make ſelj their end, do you ſet up 
God above &4ll 45 your bightft exd} The hypocrite doth the 
ſame duties with the Godly , bur with different ends ; 
He eats for himſelf and faſts for himſelf,and prayers wkh 
no better than felf ends, and ther« fore Is rejected, Now 
ls it your great defign in yonr whole couiſe to glorifie 
God and enjoy God ? Do you ccuat this your whole buſi- 
neſs and blefſednefs ?7 Do you make other | buſ- 
neſs to fioop ro this? Other Intereſt to yeild to this ? 
Do your fouls breath after this above all worldly 
good thar Chrift may be magnified in you 7 Do you 
count your name and your efiate as loſs, and the 
delights of ſenſc but puddlewater in compariſon of Chrifi 2 
If Conſcience give a comfortable and cleezr aofwer rothefe 
Queſtions, go In peace : Bleſſed are you of the Lordi 
God ls your Friend ; Heaven is your Heritage, The 
promiſes are yonr Portlon-Chrift is yours,all Is yours, for 
he that doth theſe things fhall never be moved, Pſal.15 5 


A N-ceſflary Caſe on 
1 Thrſ 4. 1. 
KW WW may, and mutt a Chriſtian be,and do, that 
e may pleaſe Gor f | 
A.To your pleaſing cfGod ſometbing is ntceſeary a5 to your 
perſons 8: eſlates. and ſomething a5 you! performance and «tte 
Firſt, As to your Perions and Eitatcs, it is nec: flary In 
genera), tliar you 5: fn a State of Recovcil;arton with Gad:; 
If you would welk wor:hy of the Lotd unto All pleefing, 
you mult firtt 5e Friends wi h him, for how can ewo walk 


_ _—__ 


— 


- Together £ XceP: they be agreed? Ger the controverſic ta« 
| kenup berween God and thee, and then thou ſhalt with Les 
| V3, walk with Godin ptact. Lebour to get the breaches 


12 Caſes of Conſcienc? 
made Dp, to have the enmlty flido,to have divine diſplea- 
fure removed til! thy pardon be obtained, and thy peace 
made, nothing thon canft do will pleaſe God, he will be 
engry with thy perſon, aud angry with thy prayers: What 

a ferc Meſſage is tha: to impenicent fianers, Mal. 1.10, God 
cannot cake pleaſureſo their perſons; | I heve no pleaſure 
In J0k ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ] nor in any of their performs + 
"ances ; [" uej:ber will 1 accept anoffiring xt your hand. | He 
profefierh that hls fonl had no delight in them, and-tells 
them tharthey are unto him «5 « viſſel wherein there 3s no 
pleaſure, Gen. 22, 28, It's the modeſt exprefiion of that 
Weſlel into which Neture empties fr (elf, Come fn then, 
and touch the golden Sceptre, yleld ro mercy, Kiſz the 
Son, reſign to Chrift 3 accept of the Peace rendered you in 
the Word of R:conciliation, and then God will be friends 
( more particularly, ) char you may be in a State of Recon» 
cHlarion, and fo ina capacity of pleaſing Gad, you muſt 
follow theſe direRions. 

I. Pxt off every fin: Ir is your iniquity that ſeparatethy 
berween you and your God, this Is the make-bate, Ifrhou | 
wouldeſt have God pleaſed , turnevery fin out of doors, 
pluck ir out, caſt It from thee 8 If thos regard- iniquity in: 
thine brarty, God will not bear ebre, nor rwgard thee, Plal. 
66. 1B41f thou art of them that have pleaſure in xnrighteouſe 
#eſs, the Lord hathno pleaſare in thee. He is nor a God that 
hath pleaſure fn wickedneſs, evil fhal not dwell with him : 
The foollſh ſhal not fland In his fight: he haceth all the 
workers of inſquity. Sec that thou abandon everie ſin that 
theu knoweft, ſparc not one Ag«g, not 2 righe eye, not an 
Herodias: (or then God will not ſpare theez Give the Dare 
Hog cf thy boſom » Bll of divorce, (:y 'o all thy Idols, get - © 
4het hence. God will notlook to that man, thar looks plea» ' 
ſantly upon any fio: The j:aious God will not endure * 
to ſee th:e hankering on the harlots Il3ps, embraces 
ivg any fia with dclight. ye will nor bear it, to (ce 
thee (mile npors any fin. He holds thee for a Tra.tor to his 
Crown, if thou willingly herbour hls Enemy. Though thay 
be very diligeut fn God?s fervice, and preſcnreſt him with 
multitudes of Sacrifices, and many Prayers, he will be pleas» 
ſed with nothing,out hide his Face and ftop bis Ears, whilſt 
thou kecpeſt thine infqalile in thine hands, 1ſei4 1, wo. | 
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Tadicionfly Reſolyed, FI 
19. God will nor amicably treat with rhem that will nor pur 


, away the evil of their doings. O lock into thine hands, took 


tonto thine heart, look Into thine hoaſe | into rhy ſhop ! thy 
trade | thy calling | ſee If rhere be nor ſome way of wicked- 
neſs, that thouart found In, Thom capfit not have peace 
with God, nor he pleaſure in thee, till this be removed; 


"pur off therefore the Old Man with his deeds, 


2, Pat on the Lord Jeſus Chrift, Rom, 13. | 

Flrſt, The rea Robe of bis Righteonſneſs for juſtifitaitons 
TheLord will never give thee a good look,nor a good werd 
but In Chrift; He is a __— a convſurning fire our of 
Chrift, but ger on his Robeg, he wil be well pleaſed. 
Exoch had this reftlmonle that he pleaſed God ; but Chriſt 
had much more, that God was well pleaſed with finners, 
In and for him. Away with theſe rags, and with theſe 
fig-leavcs. How can the righteous ſonl of God but abtior 
you, whil ft in the menfiruaus cloaths of your own righte- 
ouſaeſs ? Dare nor ro come to God bur with Chrift in your 
Arms ; Approach him mor but In the garments of your el- 
der Brother, left you carry away the curſe. Joſbxe's filthy 
garments-muſt be put off, and Chriſts Ralmene pur on : or 
elſe there is no ſtanding before the bright and burning 


.eycs of Infiolre. hollneſs. Put on the Lord Jefus in bellev« 


ings thats, accept of him In all his Offices, with- all h 
lonconvenlences, and deliver up thy ſelf to him ; apd th 
will intitle thee 'to his merits, and righreoutneſs: Wirhour 
this nothlug willavail. If thy head were waters, and thine 
eyes a fount:In of tears, if chou ſhouldfi wear thy rongue to 
the roots with praylng, if thon fhouldft weep an Oceay, 
and waſh thy (elf in thine own brine; all conld not get out 
one por? Nothiag can be accepted while thou art ou? of 
Chriſt; and chercfore In the firft place apply thy ſ(elfco 
his. God wili accept of no gift bur of his Altar. 

2ly, The white Robe of bis Grace of Sanfification, Rev. 
$+ FI Thou that art It the feſb, thar Is, unrenewed, wn- 
ſanRified, canfi not pleaſe God, Row. 8 8. never think 
tO mabe op the matter by a little mending and reforming par- 
ticular AQs : Man, thy brert muſt be rexewed, thy ſtate 
muſt be clean altered, or God cannot be pleaſed, Matth, 


16, 19, 18. The Tree muſt be made good, the Fouprain 


maſt be healed, or clic the fircam will be ſalt and _ frote 
| ower. 


Caſes of Conſei ence 


In his grace : Likeneſs Is the ground of Love : Simſlirude 
and ſuirableneſs of Nature. fs the load-ftone of AﬀecRlion; 
God cannot bur jove his own likeneſs : wouTIdi thou have 
his Fayour? Wouldft thou be his delight ? Then conform 
to his pleaſure, ſtndy ro be [ike him, purifie thy ſelf as 


he is pure, Therighteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs 3 he 


deficerh truch fn the Inward parts, and takes ſofinlre com- 


placency {a the graces of his people, Theſe are the Spike- - 


pard and Siffron, the Splces,the Beds of Lillies: the (weet 
Oyntrments that Chriſt fs ſo raken up with : Theſe are the 
Cinamon and the Trees of Frankincenſe ; the Calamus and 
and Camphire, the Myrrhe and the Aloes : the Chains of 
the Neck, and the precious Pearls that he is ſo be ravifhed 
withal, and doth ſo ſuperlatively commend, Caen. 4. 9. 
This Is the Raiment of Needle-work and Gold of Ophir, 
wherela the Queen ls preſented ro her Royal Hushand, Pſa! 
45: 9, 3. Therefore as the Ele of God Is holy and beloy- 
ed, Col. 5, 12, 13. Put ye on bowels of mercy, &indneſs,put 
off all theſe, anger, wrath, malice, filthy commnnicaciongend 
put on the xtw Man, Col. 3. 9, 10, Particularly, let me 
commend to you ſome rpectal graces which God doth ma- 
nifeſt himſelf co be wonderfully pleaſed withal, Av ever 
you would pleaſe God ger on thefe, 

TI. Be cloathed with Hymility, 1 Pet. 5. 5, This Is 2 
Garment which maſt be pur on, or elſe you cannot be ac- 
c epted or ſaved, Met. 18, 3. Here is the drets that you 
muſt come ro God in. He muſt be ſerv'd in bumility of 
mind, At 20. 14 You muſt humble your (elves ro walk 
with him, Mic. 6.8. Humlliry is a plelo, bur yer a come- 
ly Garment, This gract doch eminently honour God ; and 
therefore God doth pur a pecultar honour ap5n, and mani» 
feſt a moſt ſpecial delight, in thiz, Of all cfe men fn the 
world, this is rh- man that God will look unto; even he 
that is pnor an1 of 4 contrice {pirtt, that cecmbleth at hls 
Word, Iſc, 65, 2. Thongh he be the high and loſty One 
who 1h: »{tett; Erernity, whoſe Name fs Holy: From whence 
the trem1ing foul is ready ro conclude, that ſurely ſuch & 
fearful M.jeſly canno: bur deſpiſe him ; ſuch fin baring 
puri-y can92t but abhor him : yet he will Tay ( Tie. $1-5-) 
aſide his M-jeſty and bear with mans: impurity, .: a 

eſcen 


I; | 
ſower. 1f Chriſt be once formed In thee, that is,his Image þ. 
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male ſtate. - Let your great care be your hearts ; Here fs 


. Juaieion ſly reſelvtd, = re 
Jeſcend ro moſt familiar ana confiant communion and co= 
habltation with bis poor duſt, when contrite at his feer, 
and proſtrate in humility, If thou wou'dft be accepted of 
God, come as Benbhedegqs ſervants to rhe King of 1ſrael, with 
a ropabourt thy neck, and aſhes! on thy head, 1 Kings 20: 


2 2, thiok meanly on thy ſclf, and God will honour thee, 


1548. 2, 20 Pac thy (elf lu the loweſt rooms, and God 
will ſet thee higher. B- little in thine own eyes, and thou 
hair be high in hls. A proud heart and a proud look is 
with God the firſt bo:n of abomination: As ever thou 
wouldſt beve God well-pleaicd with thee, be throughly 
diſpleaſed with thy ſelf; If thou doft throughly loath thy 
ſelf, God doth love thee, If rhou abhorreſt thy (clf, God 
delighrerh jn thee, B: angry with thy ſelf, and the Als 
mighty will turn away his anger from thee : Condemn thy 
ſelf, and God wil} acquirt thee. In no wiſe <x:eruate thy 


" Gos nos juſilfie thy (elf, Think the worfe of thy ſelf, and 


be wiillog that others ſhould think meanly of thee, and 
heartily iove rhem tha! ſlight thee. This Is the frame fn 
which Go1 is wel-pleaſed ; pals ſentence ob thy ſelf, and 
God will abſolve rthee': Ser thy (elf at his foor- ftool,and he 
will lifr thee ap Intra the Throne, Rev. 2. 

Il. Leboxr for fincerity. This 1s not a difiio& grace from 
the reſt, yer for Dorine ſake 1 ſpeak to ft diſtin@ly, wp- 
rightneſs is the great thing that God looks after, and cove- 
nants for, Gen 19. 14 It renders all our perſons and per- 
formances acceptable brfore God, Prov. 15, 8. Such as are 
vpright in the way are God's delight, Prev: 11. 20; To 
theſe are all the promiſes of peace, Salvation, Pardon, 
Preſervation, Biefledneſs, Pſa! 87. 10. Ina Word, there 
Is no good thing God will with bold from them that walk p* 
rightly, Prov. 28.10, This was Noch's praiſe, thet be was 
wpright in bis generation. This was that” which ſer off 7ob 
ar ſuch 2 rate tbat God doth ſo exrol him for, abvd as It 
were make his boaſt of him ; the ſingular ſincerity aud in- 
tegricy of his hearr. Stady to be upright: ſee that the main 
hent of your hearts be to pleaſe God, and honour him : 
That Goa's intereſt be uppermoſt with you : That he hath 
the chief ſhare in you and the eye of the ſoul be princlpal- 
ly to him. ; for in this fincerity doth conſift, as ro your 


j 


16 *® Caſes 5j Conſeimnie 0'Y 
a Ghriftians great work. The Lord (eeth not as manſeath” 
for mei-looketh on the outward appearance, but the L | 
lovkerh ro rhe heart; ſee therefore that rhou look to It, 
Ler thine eye be chicfly there where God's eye 133 He 
looketh nor ſo much what thou doſt, az with what a heart 

gp thcnand do likewiſe, yer be not (arisfied In this, that 
you are upright 2s to your ſlates, but labour to approve 4 
your ſelves in uprightneſs to God in your particular ations 
Do common, as well as ſpiritual a&lons with holy ends. 
Mach of our lives are loſt for want of this. So much is done 
for God , ofhis ſtrange grace he accounts himſelf our 
debtor; Bur what is done for no higher cad chan ſelf,ls loſt 
from onr eccounr; 

HI. Put on « ſpirit of Z!el and afRivity. How wonder- 
fully Is God pl-aied with Phinees Zeal, Num. 25. It, 12, 
13- Whit z 2:eqt approbation doth: he manifeſt of him ? 
Wha! arteftarion doth he give to him ? He is ſo greatlle 
pleeſ:d-with his Zealous apprarance of him, that he turns 
away hit 1fl::\ure from the wholc congregation of Iſrael, 
and overloks cheir crimſon provocations! againſt him. On 
the crraty, there is nothing that God is-more diſpleaſed 
wich' than the remitnels and Hfcleſne(s, and: indifferency 
InReligion. Tone Lyke-warm water is not a-greater offence 
tothe fiom:ch, than the luke=warm Profefior Is to God 
And therefore he will ſpac ſuch: a one out of his mouth, | 
Rev. 3, +15. Chrlfians, where iv your Z-al for the Lord | 
ofiHofts ? Chrifis redeemed muſt be Zealous of good works | 
Tits 2. 14; not {[aathful in bufinels; but fervent In ſplricy 
ſerving the L214, As 18, 24» Rom, 12. 11, Afﬀs 26. 6, 
7. ibſtantly night and day forthe hope of the promiſe ? Da 
not only ehat which is right In the fight of the Lord: but 
do It with all your heart;zthe Lord loveth a-wiliing ſervant; 
Beftir your ſelves for the Lord; Be ye followers of Chrift, 
who wenr up and down dolng good, Erery Chrifilan ſhould 
be's common blefſing; a publick good. This is to be the 
children-of your Father, which iv-in-Heaven, who is good 
pnto-all; and his render mercies are over all his works;And 
beſure the Father doth befi love: thatchild that is moſt like 
him. A privarenarrow ſpirit is a low and @ baſe ſpirit, un» 
worthy of a'Chriſtian, A Cathoiick communicative fpirlt 
Is full of great defires, and great defigns, A large hearr ſery 
WpOL 
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| doipg good, whoſe fire trough ever hotteſt within, 
1 | Ss be breaking forth of his breaſt avd provoking others , 
G Whoſe love will not be confined to a party, but gladly and 
. baokfully owneth Chriſt wherever he ſecs him. This Ca 
x tholick ſpiric, -I (ay, is the glory of Religion, the Churches 
Xt ble(ſing. and Goils delight, 

e WJ 1V. Live by Faith, Htb. 10. 338. This is a precious grace 
1s ln Gods account, 2 Pet. 1 1, I Pet. 1. 7. It givech glory 
'H to God, and therefore God taketh no ſmall pleaſure in ir, 


ic By F:ich Enoch obtains that teſtimony that he pleaſed God, 
ar Rom. 4 20. Hib, 11.5. 2 Cor, 4.18. Htb. 11s 39. Mit. 8, 


Ct 10, l!, If you wouli ſo walk as to pleaie God, you muſt 
walk by faith, Chriftians maſt lock coche things unſeen 
f- they muſt not Ilye at the common rate. Chrift muſt be thelg 


2, life and breath, their prayer attd their promiſes , their 
vr daily bread. By Faith did che Ellers obiain that gord res 
He | port : "twas Faith that Elin; ft was ſogreatly taken with in 
rns {rhe Centurion, which mate him to commend. nim for & 
gel, | Non ſuch, This was that which won ſuch a ſingular praife 
On f and approbatton from cur $arivur fo the woman Of Canes 
ſed | #41; even her vitorions Faith. Mit. 15. 28, Thou haſh 
ncy | taken away my heare, my lifter, my ſpouſe, thou haft-ta» 
nce | Ken away my heart with oge of thine eyes, Canes 4 9: that 
ods | Is whh thy Faith, Live in the Faith, and thow wilt pleaſe 
ach, | bim ts the hearr, givc Glory to him by belicying, Lerthe 
ord | NIfe thou now liveſt in the Fleſh be by the Falth of the-Son 
orks | of God: Faith as one well lays, is the Nzvel of Morality, 
Iric, Live by Falth in Pro5Þ2rity : rhough thou halt the world 
5. 6, abour thee, let It not be above thee: K--p it at thy fear, 
> Da | vſeir as thy ſervant: Be much ja the views of Glory &econe 
, but | f<mplation ofEternity:Buy as though thou poſi: ſſefinoiRe 
vant; | J>ice aschough chou rejolceſt nor, loveas thouth thou loveſt 
arift, | Poruſe this world as nor abuſingit-Tt 13 but aſahion ne@aſuly 
ould | ſtance, and that which It is paſſed: away, 1 Cor, 7. $0, gt 
« the | Uſe It therefore with mortified affe&ions, and prove the 
good fincerity of your faith by the vidory over your inordinate 
3.&and | content and delight in and deſires after, and\ cares for he 
things of this world, 1 7ebn 5 g: 

Livc by Faich in adverſi:'y. Werp az3-though you wept 
nar, enduring the Croſs and deſpiſing the'$hame 24 look 
Ibg unto Jeſus, Heb. 12, 2+ Heh, 11, 26,4ccountiog Chritts 

| | jp ccproaches / 
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18 Caſes of Conſcience 
reproaches your riches, his ſhame your glory, As 5. 41+ 
Compare theſe light affe&tons with the weight of glor's 
2 Cor, 4+19. Rom 8. 18. Ply your hearts with the Promie 
ſes.Counr if you can ger the riches that are laid up io them, 
Roli your ſelves upon che Lord, Pſa, 37.-5. and know that 
yourHeavenly Father hath nogreater delighr,than to ſee his 
Children truit him with confidence, when all viſible helps 
are out of fight,end he ſeems 1o be their ene-my, Job13.15, 

V. Put on the ornamnt of 4 mth end quitt ſpirit, this is 
In the ſight of God « greet price. Study to be ( 1x Pet.3 3. ) 
like your Father ſlawro anger, ready ro forgive, Pſal.] 
1, 8 forgerring injurles, loving enemies, requliting I!] 7 
with kindneſs, HI.words with courcefies, negle&s with be» 
nefites: and If any wrong you,do him kindneſs the ſoon» 
er : ſo fhal you bear his likeneſs and be his dellzhr. And 
know ye that are of unmortified piſſions , and enbridled 
tongues, God hath an eſpecial harred and diſpleaſure a- 
gainft a froward heart, and a frowerd tongur, Prov. 3. 32, 
IT, 20, 1. 12, 8, 12. Oh lcek meekneſs, How c::: ri:* Holy 
Dove reſt in a wrathful heart, Chrift is a Lamb of meck- 


neſs : how cal he rake pleafure In an unquier conrenrians | 
fpiric? Verily with the froward he will ſhew himſelf fro- | 


ward, Pſal.(3. 25 1f you will not forgive others, he will 
not forgive yon, Art thou hard to be pleaſed, a froward 


. Wife, a froward Maſter, a c:ofs and wilful Servant? Svre- þ 


ly God will nor be plealed with thee 5 he will mere to you 
as yon meaſure ro others, Mat. 16. 24; 


VI. Get « ſpirit of ſelf denyal. God is then pleaſed beft þ 


when (elf is diſpleaſed moſt. When we can be content to be 


empty, content to be abaſcd that God might be honoured, } 
and with the Holy Baprift, are willing ro be eclipſed by ' 


Chriſt; willing ro decreaſe thar he may encreaſe 3 counts 
og our C Ives no foſers wi II lals intereſt is a gainer, 7obx 
Tr. 29; 30. rejoicing that we are made low for Chriſts ad- 
vaucement; This is well pleaſing unto God 3 How greatly 
was he pleaſed with Solomon's (elf-denying cholce, and gives 


him hls a:king, throwing In riches, and honour inro the 


bargain ? 1 Kings 3. 10, 11, 12, Strange was Abraham's ſelf- 
denlal. What! to ſacrifice with his own hand,the whole 
hope of his Family ! the Heir of Promiſe ! rhe Child of hls 
Years ! a Son! and only Son / when his life was bound up 

. . "n 
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Judicio»ſly Reſolved. 193 
In the lads life ! Was ever mortal thus = ro it ? But Abre« 
p41 ſhal not be a loſer. God gives him a teftlmony from 
Heaven ; bleſſes him, blefies his Sced ; bleſſes all Nations In 
him, Gen. 22+ 15, 15, 17,19, Wonderful was Moſes bis ſelfe 
denial, bur more wonderful was his acceptation and reward 
Hb. 11. 24. None like Moſes, Det. 34. 20. God preferred 
him in another manner than Phereob could, Re muſt ſpeak 
with bim face to face; as a man with his friend; His word 
a= be as it were a Law with God. Speak for whom he 
will they ſhal be ſpared, though they ſecm'd to be devored 
ro deſtraRion. But ſpeak againſt him who durſt,he fhal be 
ſare to bear his iniquity, Nx#,12. 8.Forgertthy (elj; Renounce 
thine own wiſdom,own worthineſs, thine own wil}; Blreia 
thypaſſions, Crub thine appetite; Bridle thy congue. This 
do, and thou ſhalt be greatly accepted, and ſhal fiod thar 
God's fayour will lofiniccly reward thee, for all the mur« 
muring oppofitlons and diſcontents of thy fleſh, which will 
be ready to be impatient to have the reins held ſo hard, 
VIi. Maint4in & ſpirit of reſolution and conflancy in the 


weys of God, Heb. 1o 38. This was the renown of the 


xhree worthies, Daniel 3, They feared not the fierceneſs 
of Nebxchednez7:r's rage, nor the fire of the furnace ; All 


he world couid not make them bow ; And how glorlouſly 
114 God owne them. and miraculouſly evidence his pleas 


Jure in them; $:and your ground ; Reivlyc tolive and dye 


by ſubſtantial godlineſs 3 Cleave to the Lord with full pare 


Poſe of heart ;5 Ler nor difficulties make you change your 


Scatfonz; Then ſhal yon bes an honour and a pleaſure to 
he God that made you. 
Well then, would you know what frame of heart ls pleg- 


Þ'*'g'o God ? Why this bum3!e, fencere, gealous. aftive frame 


bis bilitving, me:h, ſelf d:nying, reſolved frame | this is the 
rame that is well pleaſing In the fight of God, 

S:condly, As to jour performance, more briefly that thoſe 
D1iy pleaſe God, you muſt heedfully look co thefe five things« 

I. That they be done by the right Rule; which Is Gods 
yard ; You muſt nor follow the imaginations of your owms 
ears, Nemb 15. 39. You'muft not do that which Is 
ight in your onn <y*f. In all ſacred aftions you, muſt 


hls Þive Gods command to warrant you, You may vor offer 


up 
in 


0 God of thar, of which yoa are not able to ſay, Thes 
| .-Y r1quireſt 
1 


20 Caſes of Conſcituct 

requireſt theſe things at oxr bands, Ta, 1, 12, In all civil 
actions you muſt have Gods allowance; Be ſure he will 
never accept thet which his word condemns , under pain 
of Gods difpleafure, dare not to ſet your hands to what 
the #974 forbids, 

2. That they be done to the right ends, which is Gods glory: 
How damnably did the Phariſees err ? How miſerably did 
Zebx miſcarry? And both in ad&ts for the matter commended, 
for wart of alming at this end. 

3. That they proceed from right principles. ( 1) Faith, 
without which, it is Impcfſivle to pleaſe God, prayer will 
not avail except ir be the prayer of Faith, Heb. 11. 6. We 
believe, and therefore we ſpeak, ( 2.) Love : If we 
ſhould give our goods to the poor, and bodies co the fire, 
and hot frem Love, It would profit us nothing: where the 
flaviſh fear of Hell only, or of the laſhes of Conſcience, or 
the love of mans praiſe, carries men ro dutles ; where any 
other carnal principle, is predominant in the a&, it 
cannot pleaſe God. ( 3, ) Fear, we cannor ſerve 
Gad acceptably, without reverence and geadly frar ( no 
ſleviſhſear, ) The Lord taktth pleaſure in them that fear biy, 
fn them that hope in his mercy, Ovſerive the happy mix- 
ture, where theſe two are conjoyped, that [s, a troe filial 
fear. Saith Devid, 1 will come to thy Houſe 3n the multitude 

thy mercy; ( Behold his faith ) endin thy ſear will 1 wor- 

ip toward thy bolyTempl:(rhere fshls frar with feitb) Faith 
without Fray were bold preſumption: Fear withour Faith is 
fiofal deipzir;joyn them rogether and God fs well plcaſed. 

4+ That they be dont in « right manner, preparedly,not reſhly 
and inconſjderately in the preſence of ſo dreadful a Mij:- 
fy : Pradently,ſor lawful Aﬀts may be fpoiled,and be done 
nnlawfully without confiderarion had 'to the offence that 
may ( ta ſome czſc; ) attend them, yea holy Douthes as well 
23 common Agions may be turned into ſins, by being Iil- 


timed, and for want of a due ett!14i ng the preſent Cir-5 
cumſtances. Ho!y, not yeſ4ly, utrering any thing with our : 
mouths before Gnd; but behaving our (elves as In his fight: * 


—_— 


_ 
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Heartily, nor unfeignedly with our |Ips going, when our 3 


mipds are gadding. 
Thet they be direfied throveh the right means,that is Frſus 


Chriſt the only way to the Father, Bring all thy Sacrifices a ; 


( 
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Jadicierſly Reſolved, 2 
the High Prieft, offcr all upon this Alrar, elſe all is lofi:nor 
that ir is enough to ſay (Throvgh or Lord Jeſus Chrifi, amen) 
ar the end , bur in every duty you muſt come with lively 
dependance on him for righteouſneſs and ſtrength, for 
aſſiſtance and acceptance. Remember to do «1 in the name 
of the Lord 7eſus, ro come leaning upon his hand, withow 
this all your ſervices will be rejected at laſt, £ 


CHAI 


A third Caſe of Conſcience, grounded ups 
on the words of our Saviour. 

John, 8. 29: For 1 do always thoſe things 
that pleaſe hins. 


Q Ir. I'S any man able in this life to come up tothe Example 
of Chriſt in this, To do always thoſe things thet 
pleaſe God? 

Anſ. In regard there Is none that doth good and finneth 
09!, and God {s nor, nor can be pleaſed with fin, no not 
In his own people but moſt of all hates ir in them;lt cannot 
he that any manin this life, ſhould fally come up to Chriſts 
Example 1 this, yer may w* come (o far ou towards fr 
45 that not only in our immediate addreſle to God, but 1n 
the general courſe of our lives, we may come to pleaſe God. 
Thus, Enech and Noah walked with God, (5 6.) in their 
general courfe they walked fo asropleaſe God, and approve 
themfelves in hls fight, Thus the meanct(t of a&ions, if 
done by vs as unto the Lord, as the Servants of Chriſt, 
have a promiſe of acceptance and reward, Col. 3, 22 23. 
24» 

*7Q IT. How may we come In our weaſure to be ſollowers 
of Chriſt, in this ra do always thoſe things that pleeſe 
God ? 

Anſw, In erder to this, there is ſomething utctſſery, with 
reference, 1- To 0x! Perſons. 2. To 0x7 Pranciples. 3, To our 
Praflices, with reference to oxr Perſons: and here It 1s _ | 
. I 2 af - 
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| ſet all iight. Miſtaken ſouls, let me undeceive you : you 


| the guilty, Exod. 34+ 7. Could we hayc {ohcrent holineſs 


22 Caſes of Conſcience - 
ſary, rt. That there be an an alteration of 8x7 xatives by ve. 
_— grace, for they that ave in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, |, 1, 
om.®. 8, Ids 
Theſe wild Vines muſt needs bring forth ſowre grapes, he 
Iſa, 5-4. The fruit that they bear ( kow ſpeciius and rh 
fair ſoever to the eyc ) is evil! frait, Mat. 9. 16, where 
there Is not a good treaſure of gracz in the heart, a man - 
cannot in his alons bring forib good things, Mat. 12, © vi 


36+ 
Many enlightned ſinners think by reading, and praying j 
and forſaking ſome groſs and foul fins to pacifie Gad, and |} 1 


beglo ac-the wrong end, your firſt and greateſt care muſt | 11 
be, to get your beerts and natures changed and renewed by 
The power of converting grace : you labour in vain at the | 
fircams, while the ſountaln of corruption in the heart re- 
mains In its firength. You muſt not think ft is with you, 
as it is with a ruloous houſe, where the mEnding of here and 
there a little will make vp all agaln ; bur the old building 
muft be quſte tak:n down are the foundation ftone laid a 

2 new In a ſjoxnd repentance from dead works, and throxgh 
coxverſions unto God. Till this be done you muſt know thar 
God hath »# pleaſure in you, neither will accept an offering, 
at your hand, Mal; 1. 10. as he doth from thoſe that are 
friends. 

2 That there be the Acceptation of your perſons through ſaith 
38 Chriſt Jeſus; For in bim alone it is that God will be well 
plealed, Met. 3. laft. $o that without jeith,lotereſting ns in 
him, i#t is impoſſible ro pleaſe God, Heb, 11. 6; 

For the better underſtanding both theſe Parifculars, 
know thar there are two attribnres of God ro which 

ou muſt bear a conformity, or elſe you cannot pleaſe 


im- 

x- The bolineſs of God: For heis nora God that hath }] Cc, 
pleaſure in iniquit} ! he hearech no finners ; The fooliſh * 
fhall not ſtand 1o hls fight : He hateth all the workers of 
iniquity, Pſel. 5: 4+ ©. Zeb, $9. 31s God can no more |} 5; 
take pleaſure in the unſanRified, then we in (wine of ler | 


pen's. 
g. The Fulice of God ; For he will by no means clear 


\ 


Fadicionſly Reſolved, 23 
{ fn us; In our unpardoned Rate, yer Jufilce cou!4 not Gur 
; be infinicely off:nded while guflt Heth unremoved ; as you 
* maylſee in Chrifi, For though he were perfefily boly, yer 
» F bclngunder the guilt of our fins imputed to himzthe eve» 
d rity of Gods juſtice broke ot againſt him, 
_ Now man being natura)ly an offence both to the byli- 
n 7 xeſs and jM#ice of God, there muſt be of neceſii:y (aid 
» 7 vppon him fn order to his pleaſing God, this cwofold 
j change: 
B | 1, The yea! charge of Sanfification, I call this a real 
| change, becauſe by this there is a real change, infuſing of 
| bewqualities and difpofitions, makeing him of proud hag 
| | ble, of carnal ſpiritual, and heavenly, &c; el 
' | 3: Thevelative change of Juſtification 1, this a relative 
"4 chavge, becaufe this is not a real change In « wens netures 
FI bet in Kis coadition, making him to ftand In a near relation 
to the Law, with refrence to which he was before guilcy 
| | and condemned, but now the Law pronounces the ſame 
man clear and acquitted, and this not for any righteouſneſs 
Infuſed foro him, but for the fatisfaRtion and paymenr of 
another laid down for him; ſatisfation there muſt be,and 
righreouſneſs muſt ge tendered, or elſe God cannor 
bear peace. We have nothing to p4y, Luk. 7. 45. Oh fin- 
ner! A way to Chrift for jr ; Hide thee In tne Clifts of 
that Rock, Run to the Fountatn op:ned for ſia and onclean- 
3 neſs, Appear not before God bur in the Robe of Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs. He ſends you to Jeſus as he did them to 
Job, Chap. 42. the laſt, Go to my ſervant Job, be ſhell prey 
for you, bim will I accept : Get out of your ſelves: Flie to 
Chriſt, fabour to be found In him; elſe all your endeav- 
_ in rinfiogand waſhing your ſelycs will be to no e- 
coals 
Q 'Pith yeſerince to our Principles. And here It Is neceſ- 
| (ary that (>me corrupt principles be xnlearned, and ſome bely 
; principles be received and retained. 
= Some corrupt Principles muſt be unleerned. As 1. Thar 
i It is enoxgh if we ſerve God on the Lords day, and wt may 
'} ſerve oxr ſelves all the reft of the weth. Though God hath 
relerved one day in ſeven wholly for his immediate ſervice, 
which |s therefore lo a peculiar ſence called the Lords Day, 
yet we muſt know that every day ls bls, and that He hath |, 
I 3 agr 
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 Dotallowed us one hour nor inch of tlme, but only for hls 3 
fervice. Indeed he hath ſervice of more ſorts then one; but we © 
muſt know that the buſineſs of our ordinery affairs,1f rights 
ly doneſs a ſerving of the Lord Chriſt, Col. 3. 24+ God is as 
truly ferved by*'you in the working days laboxr as the Seb» 
= deys reſt, if you do It la a right manner and to holy 
ends, 

There are a generation whoſe Religion Is but a Sundays 
Religion, which they put on and cft with thelr Sundays 
Cloaths, and then they think God 13 fairly ſerved for the 
Week : although God knows that little they do then, is bur - 
Poorly dove nelther, Never think God will accept ir at /* 
thy hands, when thou liveſt fix days to the world and thy | 
felf, for one that thon ſpendeſi for him. This ſhews thee 
to be under the moriificd power of (elf-love, and not to 
be the Lords, for none of his liveth to himſelf, Rom.14- 7. 
You muſt remember that you are. but to learn upon the 
Sabbath, howto ſerve God all the week, aud not think 
When the Lords day is ended his work Is done, 

2 That 3j Gd bt ſerved morning and evening, it is enough, . 
though we ſerve our ſelyes the reft. of the day 3 God muſt 
be ſerved every day, and all the day, Prov. 23. 17. You 
mnſt be ſerving him, not only in your Feafts, but at 
your Meals 3 uot only oo your kaees, bur In your Call= 
10gs, 

Some think that if they keep up Religion duties,they may 
do what they liſt at ocher rimes; that if they be Intemperate, 
laſcivious, uncighreous, it is but to make even again with 
God at night, and all will be well; Like the Whore in F 
the Proverbs, that having made her offering, was pre- * 
ſently ready for new wickednefs, Prov' 7. 14+ as if ſhe 
had paid off the old ſcore, and might now boldly run up- 
on a new. Theſe atc not the Children of God, bur of 
Belzal | | 

Others think, that though they may not ſerve the Devil -: 
at any time, yer giving God his dues morning and evening, | 
they may ſerve themſelves the reſt of the' time. Bur | 
In vain do they lay claim to God, who live more to 
themſelves rhay they do to him. Thls will be ſound hora 
rlble {acriledge to put off God but with the truth. God fy 


to be cycd, and ſerved i all that you do 3 and thus 15 = 


Fudicionſly Rejoved. 2g” 
his ® 1driveat, that we may nor divide (clves between God 
we 7 and the world; between his ſervice and our ownends, and 
ſo pat him off with a partial ſervice ; but that we may do 


its 
as Þ& ail in obedicace to him,and we may be eatircly the Lords, 
th. & That he in «/l things may be glorifitd by xs, aid We may not 
ly F loſe our reward. 

* 2.50me hol Principles muſt be received and retained, Ar, 
[Ys Pr. 2, That the pleaſing of God is 047 only buſentſr,and 047, 
ys Þ higheſt bleſitaneſs, Firlt. 0x7 03/9 d#fent's ; wir Is ir cat 
e & WE call or count our bxſ'1tſss 
13 1, That is a mans Buſineſs which his Livelihood and 


at | Suſtfiſtence depends upon. The Law! counts bis Law his 
y | Bulineſs, and the Tradeſman counts his Trade n!s Buſineſs; 
| becauſe vpon this thelrLivelinood and Subfifiance depends, 
* Brethren, our whole depends upon? the pleaſing of Gods 
Da this and doall : Miſs in this, and you mit all; picile 
' him, and you are made for «vcr, How careful l; rhe (c!fifh 
Courtler to pleaſe hls Prince ? How will he crouch and 
flatter? and if he can bur divine what wil gratifie and 
pleaic hin, he thinks hImCſelf keppy : And why? But bes 
cauſe a)l hls dependance is upon his Princes favour : Mugly 
more do we depend upon the favour of God, Blciled is 
th: man whom be chofeth, Pal. 65. 3. in bisfevow! is Life 
Plal. 30. 5. Bur woe to them ther have God #gainit itiem, 
th:ſc are perfectly miſerable :; Reprobete filver fhatl men call 
them, becauſe the Lord hath rtjifitd them. J-r- 6. 3o. If the 
Lord do bur fay to a man as his did to Moſes, thox baft ſoxnd 
grace in my ſight and 1 bnow thte by name. Happy is thar 
min, Buc if he thus ſay, 1 have no pireſure in thee, you 
+ May cover the face of thar man, as they did Hamens, and 
carry him away : miſerable muft his «nd be if he conrinne. 
; 2+. That is « mans buſineſs nw bitch be bath bis Stock and Ta- 
/ lents for. Ifa man be irtrufted as a Steward or a FaQtor, his 
| Euſineis is ro buy ia the Commodities that are uſeful. Be= 
| loved, all our Times, Parts, Iaterefls, Food, Rilment;and 
' Whatever Merces Splrituai or Temporal , are the 

Stack wherewith God hath Intruſled us, and all for 

his own ule and ſervice, And is it nor a ſad and 

fearfal caſe, that God ſhoald have ſogreat a Stock going, 
as lies inthe handsof all the Sons Men,and yet have, ( iff 
may (o ſpeak) ſo little profit of it? I mean fo little glory 


I'4 by 


a6 Caſes of Conſcience 
'by it, that he ſhould fow fo much and reap (o little? firew 


fo much and gather ſo lirtle ? Is itnor (ad that mcn ſhould © 


Have ſo much in vain? Haft thou health and wealth and doft 


not uſe [t for God? Iris all in valng, haſt rhon underſtands | 
Fog,and yer improveſt it but for contriviog thine own affairs, & 


and worldly deſi;ns? Thy reaſon and underſtanding are 
become vain, Oh how wilt thou anſwer Ir, ther thou haft 


had ſo great a lock in thine hands, and made (o little im- 


Pprovement of it ? Ic had been good for ſome men, if they 
Had never had a foot of Land, oran hours eaſe, if they ne- 


ver had the underſtanding of men, becauſe they have nor | 


uſed rhelr Talents for Gad,and for the ends, for which 
they were put into their hands. 

3-That is « mensBufaneſs which bisCapacities ds call for? It Is 
a mans Buficeſfs if-in the Capacity ofa Judge to do Juſiſce, 
or of a Servant to do his Maſters will. Brethren, ail your 
©2pacities do evidence ft to be your Eufineſs to pleaſe 
God, you are hls Friends, you are his Servants 
therefore muſt muſt plecſe well in all things, Tit, 2. 9, 
His Children, and therefore wut ſet your ſelycs to bonour 
bim, Md. 1, 6, His Spouſe, and therefore it Is your Baſi- 
neſs to pleaſe your Husbaxd, 1 Cor. 9, 34» 

Ge Tart fr 2 ans Bifineſs which he bath bis meinttnence 
For. If a man be maintalned in the place of 8 Shool- Maſter, 
ie is hls Bufineſs ro teach, 1f of a Soidier, ir Is his buſineſs 
to fight, Beloved, do you not know at whoſe finding 
you are ? And do you thlok-God keeps fo many Servants 
ro be Idle, of to mind their own defigns and pleaſures ? 
God hathcut you our everyone his work, every man hls 


hands full: So much work is to be done within door,and | 


ſo much without docr ; $o much towards God, towards 
your Neighbour, towards your own fcives ther you have 
no time ro be idle in; And you ſhall dearly reckon 
for it, if you will eat his bread and will not do 
his Work. And as pleaſing God Is our chiefe!t buſi- 
cſs. 

Secondly, fo iris alſo our higheft Bleſſednef:; For many 
Happineſs lies In Gods fayour, Pſel.4. 6. Our Happincſs 
bs inartainirg the end of our Belng, and theretore the 
great Query amongſt che Philoſophers ftill was, bat wes 
the end or the happineſs of may, Now the true cad of our Be- 
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! 13. and being bailtup & ſpiritual bouſe;ſhou'd offer up to him 


7udicioxſly Reſolved: : 2' 
Ing is, that we may pleaſe God; for bis pleaſure wi are end 


| were Created, Rev. 4. 11, And for this end alfo we arc xow 


created, that we ſhould yield our ſelves vnto God, Row. 6+ 


ſpiritual Sacrifice acceptable through Chrift, v Pet, 2. g, 
This is the cod of our Redemption,that we ſhonld (ſerve not 
ox” ſtives, but him in holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days 
of oxr lives, Luke 2.75, Andthet wt ſhould not henceforth 
live to our (elves, but to him that ditd for us, 2 Cor. 5. 15, 
*Tis the end lik: wiſe of our Juſtificarion, that our Conſcl- 
ences being purged, we ſhould acceprably ferve the living 
Gad. Ina word, 'tis rhe end of our glorification, thac 
being tranſluted tnto Heaven; we ſhould perfeRly pleaſe 
God, and ferve him nigh: and day in bis Temple Rev. 9, 15, 
and 22. 3. So that the pleafing of God, Is the whole end 
or whole happineſs of man, Ecclef. 12: And this will be 
clear, ecauſe wt do then promote onr ſelves moſt when we pleaſe 
G24 veſt, For by this you ſhall have this rwo-fold advan- 
tage, 

Firſt, You ſhell be the favourite of God. O glorious pra-« 
motion! Hemax thought himſelf no little man when he was 
on Abe(hatrxs righe hand, and yet he was at length bur 
perferred to the Gallows, Eſther, 5. 1, and 7; 10+ Bur 
what ſhaif be done to the man whom God delights to hone 
our ? O bl: Ned | that man! woto him that toucherh him: 
I! bad better for bi that « milfione bad been hanged aboxt 
hls ntck and drowned in the miaſt of the Sea, than that he 
ſhould offend ſuch a one, Luke 179, 2. God bs iofinirely 
chary of n1s fayourites. The Apple of hls eye Is rouched 
when they arc injured, Zechariah, 2. 8. #hoſotver toxcheth 
them (hall not be innocent, Pal. 109. 15. God hath a blefls 
log for thoſe that ſhew them a kindneſs, Gen. 12. 3. He will 
render vergance vp-n the angodly for every hard ſpeech 
thy utter againſt rhem! Fade. 15, 

O man, doth not thy ſoul ſ»y, Heppy is the prople that 3s 
21 ſuch a caſe? Wilt nor thy condicion be moſt Bleſſed 
when God ſhall be thes infinitely tenicr of thee, ro rake 
all the kindnefles done to thee, as done to himicil? Mat. 
25. 45+ And all the injuries done to thee, as affioors ra 
-—_—_ ? Afis 9. 4. This is the happy Caſe of hls Favon- 
TUE. 


Tz © Secondly 


"v8 | Caſts of Conſcience 
'- Secondly, Every thing Jo do (hail be found ypon your acs 
Cexnt with God. Brethiren, arc yoo believers, or are ycu 


' not? Do yeu believe the Immortality of the Soul,and the © 


Ife ro come, or do you not ? the ways of the moſt do de- 
clare them ro be real Infidels, tho' profeſſed Chriftlangs, 
If you thiok there be an eternal Srate to come, will It nor 
be your highefl wiſdom to be providing for it, and laying 
vp what poſſible you can, that you may inherir irio the other 
worid Will not every wiſe man that knows he is ſhortly 


to be removed [nto another Country, be careful to tranſ- 


port all that he can, that he may enjoy It at his comlng ? 


Beloved, if you do believe indced thar you muſt be for e- | 


ver In another world, will ft not be your beſt coutſe ro be 
doing that, the fruit whereof you ſhall enjoy for ever ? 
Were not hea mad man that having but avery ſhort rerma 
upon a Liviog,fhould yet go to buildIng and planting there, 
when he had Land of Inherfrance to build upon ? [ofinite 
Is the miſchief tha! comes of ſe!ſ-ſerking and ſelf pleaſing. 
You are crernal loſers by it : God will ſay, yox bave Joxr 
Yewerd, Mar. 6. 5. Something you may have In hand, bur 
the eternal reward is loft. Brethren, 1 am ambltious for 
you, that what you do, you fhexid do for ever, that all 
you ſhould meer you In the other world, and that there 
you fh-uld reapthe everl:fting frolt of what you are doing 
now. A wiſe Builder «11 bulld for ever, ard not only that 
which (hall laft for a day, or fora yezr. O thatyon would 
be- wiſe Bailders. Do all for God® and you ſhall have 


ererbal advantage, Learn bur rhis Leſſon, Toe ſet your | 
ſelves in all things to pleaſe God and you will be promoting | 
41nd advancing your (elves in all that rutr you do, Always | 
layivg up a treaſure in Heaven, fi] adding to the heap. And | 


O what riches wlll you come ro when by every day, and 
every hour,and every aRion you -re galtiers ? For God 
will not let the leaſt thing that is done for him, no not a 
Cup of cold Water, go without an everlaſting reward. 
Met. 10. 42, bor your labour be In valn, 1 Cor. 15. 


$8- 

Pr. 3. That when you have dont all, if God be not pleaſed, 
Jox beve done nothing. Settle it upon your hearts that all 
fts in vain that is no; done for God; when you do nor pleaſe 
God, you to nor profit yg ſelves, When mpn gffcr ne- 
Ver 


: 


Judicioxſly reſolved. - 297 
yer ſo richly, and freely, If not in ſuch a manner as |s pleat-' 
{ fogto God, all is bur a vain oblation, 7/e. 1-13; If men 
J will do more than ever God required, and be Zealous In 
things that God hath not commanded, Is but in vain that 
y thty worſhip bim, Mat 15. 9, Beloved, ſo much cime as you 
have lived to your ſelves, you have lived In yain;becruſe tc 
was quite befides your end.O it is a heart cutilog confidera- 
tion to & tender Chriſtlan to think of this ;that when his life 
is ſo ſhort, and time ſo little in all, yer he muſt be fain to 
cur off ſo much! why man ſo many hours muft rhon cur 
off from thy day, and ſo many years from thy life,as thou 
haſt lived nor to God, but to thy ſelf; They are all loft as 
tothe ends of life and time. If on Repenrance thou be 
forgiven, thou art not Rew#rded for them? 

Beloved, You muſt count that you have lived nolonger 
the" you have lived unto God, Ph:!. 1; 12, To me to live 
3s Chriſt, 1 ſhould account I did nor live, if 1 did notlive 
tolim :; Tis the only employment: of my !!fe ro ſerve hlan 
I ſhould not reil what ro do with my life, unfels it were to 
ſpend [r for him. 

Chriſthn, Thus thou muſt reckon: ſo much time as T 
have lived to Chriſt, ſo much hive [ lived, aud ſo much 
as I have lived to my (elf, ſo much I have loft, *Tis nat 
the Men but the Btzſt that live:, while we itve below our 
reifon, which dififoguifhes rhe Hument life from that of 
Brxtes, Now while we live not to Gnd, we live vrterlle 
belov our reaſon ft ſelf, which is (vfh:lenrly diſcovered,in 
tar Ged is the Author and end of Min. Doth nant Reaſon 
diRaic thit God ſhould have the glory of his own work, 
and the Veſſel h:uid betc the Porters nſe? Doth any plenr 
a Vineyard, or keep a Flock, and not expett the Fruit or 
MIIk? 1 Cor. 9. 3. God hath made thee, O mab, jor bim- 
ſelf, Prov. 16. 4, And haft rhou the f»ce of a man, and 
doft nor bluſh ar th!s ro think that Gnd ſhould make and 
maintain thee in vein ? Tfihow haft on grala of ingenvlty, 
thou wilt abhor the thought cf this, that thon ſhould be 
In vain. Why, (o much as thou art for thy (elf thou arr 
for nothing, Jr may be thon liveft a very buſie life ; bur 


, thou «Reſt nor for Ged, rhou art all this whiie but bufily 
doing nothing. Thon mayfifit down in the Tyer ing, and 
fay, I hayc been allthis day dojog nothing, Thos wilt-find 

| 4 


/ 


* $o Caſes of Conſcience 
account : on this ſad record, ſuch a day ſpent tn nothing 
done. God hath hls day book and rakes notice of all your 
carriages, how you riſe and how yaw go forth to your 1a- 
boures; how you ſpeak, how you cat, and whether you 
eye him and his glory, in all, or look no higher than your 
ſelves,2#h 5+5./7e have been in3ling 4l! night and Eargiu no- 
thing, May rot this be the ſad complaine of many a mar ? 
z have been toyling all my life, and ye] have done nothing, 
beczuſe what 1 d1d was not dove unto the Lord, How 
would you take ic of your ſervants, if coming home in the 
Evcnirg, you ſhauld find evcry one of them minding their 
own buſineſs and plezſurc, and your work left undone 2 
Is It. 2ot (ad,Sirs that fo many Hours and days fhovld paſs 
Over us, and we no rezrer Our end than ever we were 
before ? Your littſe Children are bufie from morning to 
night and yer all rhe while have b<cn doing pothing + 
And (o are you when you 27e but ſecking your carnal ſelves 
_ not ſcrvirg and pleaſing God in what you under- 
r2Ke: 

Pr. 4. That the ſaverr of all the world can nothing ſitad 
J0u if God bt not pieſ:d with you end by your. Iihere were 
any that could ſave you from hls wrath, you need pot be 
ſo ſolicltous to plezſe him: bur if he he nor pleaſed we 
are all undone, Thox, even thex are to be ſeared, and win 
hall tend when once thou art angry t vel, 19 7. Ha. 3 4+ 
33. When men have ſlight thoughts of Gads anger, and 
the fear av dread of him is cor upon their hearc:,no 
wonder {f rhey be not carcful to pleaſe him, you muſt be 
convinced, that the di/pleaſtire of God is the moi formid- 
able thiog In the world, or elſe you will never learn this 
grea: Leſſon, Beloved, if you ſhould plcaſe men, and all 
the world ſhould be on your fide, whar ſhould this avail 
while God Is your Enemy? If all men ſhould bleſs you, 
and ſpeak well of you, what wox/ld this profi: when God 
fhonld riſe up ic judgment againſt you and conde:vp you ? 
Ir is Rot at mans Bar, but Gos, that you muil fland ; 
I: is not at mens Vores that you muſt be caſt or quitted: 
It will not go by moft voices, but God himſelf is the 
Judge, Plal» 75, 5. In his Breaſt le fs whithey you flagdl 
live or die : If a man were upon 4 cryal for hls Life, what 


would 


\ 


k fa $ods Bok for that day, nothlog upon thine 
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Jadicioxſy Reſolved 3n 
would ir avall bim thet a!l tis tollow prifoners, and the 
whele croud about him were for him, when the whole 
B:nch and Jury were againſt him ? If your Lives and 
Eſtates were in quefilon, ro whom would you go to make 
your Friend ? th: Judge or the People? Sirs, be convene. 
ed that if God be again'!t you, 'irs zs bad zs if God and all 
the world were agaioft you, for ail ſiznifies nothing wich» 
out him, Ol, whatever you do, fludy to get In and kcep 
in with bim. I ret! you, the thme is coming when the 
breath of men will ſignifis nothing : When thelr Come 
merdatlou wiil do you no good, O man! though all the 
world ſhould gire thee their hands, z0d fubſcribe thy 
Certificate, ie would fignifie nothing In Gods zccount, or 
his Court. Many build chelr hopes for Herven upon the 
good opinion thar others have of them : Bur | tell thee 
man, though thecu couldeſt carry Lerrers of commendat- 


1 jon with thee when thou dief}, 2nd all theMiniflers cf the 


Goſpel fkould give thee their bene dixiſſe,all would be no 
more than a blank paper &he would not ſave thee 2 jor 
the aſoober,i! be ſhould far.d thee to have heen but a (ee 
cret Hypocrite. a rotien hearted profeſſor all rhe while, 
Pr. 5. That God Word not beplizſed with you in any 
thing, except you mak! it your care to pleaſe bim wrtl in 
tvtry thing. You will bt on day aſhemed, txcipt you have 
reſpeft to all Gods Commandments, Plal, 119. 6. You bave 
x0! & good Conſcitucez txcevt it bt your care in all things to 
live honeſtly, Heb.13. 18, If Nacemen muſt be excuſed in 
In one thing,to bow fn the houſe of Rimmen, that he might 
not diſpiſe hi: Mafter,this !s cnougt to (poll every thicg, 
2 Kings, $, 18, Some will nceds keep Gads good Will 
and the Worlds too, and fo will give both their turos ; 
they will ferve Gol at home and conform to the world 
abrozd 4, and it ſhall be a great thing Indeed that they will 
not (wallow, rather than foſe the gaod wlll of men, efpech 
a'ly great men. Theſc men have rwo Facer, atzd two 
Tougues;z the one for the good, and the other for the 
bad campany that they come Into. Sore held two Fiſt 
Prixciples,the one the common f-runtaln of all good (which 
is God, ) and the other the cauſe of all evil, and they 
worſhipped both the geod Principles for love and the evil 
for ſe «7. Juſt ſuch a Religion are many among us now -_ 
: at 


32 Caſes of Conſcience 


Bur let them know whoever they are, that while they | 


graſp allythey loſe all: For God will never own Time-fervz 
ers, nor Mcn pleaſers for the Servants of Chrift, Epbeſ. 6, 
6. Gal. 1, 10. 

3+ With reference to your prafiices And here as ever you de- 
fice to come to this bleſſed lifeof doing always, theſe things 


that bleaſe God, you muſt carefully tollow theſe fix Roles. | 


Rule I. Look rox14 aboxt yox to the whole latitxde and 
compaſs of your dxty. Great is the Lithtude of Chriſtianity. 
The Commandment is excteding broed, Pſalm 119. 95, And 
many profeflors do ſcarce look more than one way : but 


while they jorenlly mind one ching, they negle another. 


Ic may be while they are taken vp with the care of rellgt, 


ous duties, they forget relative durfes : Or they are care« , 


ful of perſonal duties, bur wety remiſs in the cuties : thar 
they owe to the ſouls of their famalies: Or they complain 
and mourn over their own fins, bur l2y not to heart others 
ſins: It may bethey are more puntual jn their more im- 

«diate duties towards God, bur are very negllpgent In 
their duties rowards Men ; or thcy will ſpead much 
time for thckr Souls, bu: do little lay to heart the Gaſe. 
of the Church, and the miſery of perifhing Souls that are: 
round about them, Poſlib'e rhey —_ the Sevath firiftly, 
and pray, and hear, 2nd fear an Oath, but in the mean 


time make litcle Conſcience of breaking their Promiſes, - 


paſſing kaſty and wn:\-arireble cenfures, ſpending time 
yanicy, being unprofitable in their diſcourſe, cloſe hand- 
ed to Godly uſes ; (afſcring (into go unreproved : letting 


out thelr paſſhons at every peity croſs, Many will mind 


there duty to them that are within, and in the mean time 
are very ſhort ln their duties to them that are wjthour, 
This is too common a Ciſe. Where is the Chriſtin al- 
moſt that ſorioufly berninks himſelf, what mighr I do to 
win Souls? ft may be you will go on in the company of 
the godly, where you may be <dified, but When do you 
go to your poor neighbours, whom you lee to live Ina 
fiafal cftare, and re]}} him of hls danger, and labour to 
gain him ro Chriſt? Yea, ſo much I» the great duty ne- 
gle&ed, and out of faſhion, thar 1 am afrald, many queſif- 
ons, whither it be a duty or no. As if you might ler fin 
lic upon the ſqul of your Brother and yet be jnocent, Lev. 
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Jadicioxfly Reſolved, 


33 
Jrs. 17; Tfir were bur his Ox or Als that lay ready to per- 


ih, you would mike no buz:ſtion bur it were your duty 
to help him our of the D:tch ; And do you thjok in carneft, 
that you owe more theſe chan you do to his foul? Is tr 
to Miniſters only, or to all Belivers that Scripture be» 
longs ?. Prov. 11 Zo. The Frait of the righttroxs 3s & Tree 


of Liſe, and he that winntth Souls is wiſe. Surely the 


lives of roo many Chriſtians do ſpezk the ſame language 
that Cain ſpake with his month 3 Am 1 my Brothers kteper ? 
Gen. 4. 9 Tis true, God will have you keep every one 
within che bounds of your proper fiations bur fo as to 
take occaſions, yea to feek occefions as you are able, tobe 
doing good to others. Do you not know how to get with» 


, fn your poor nighbours? Carry an Alms with you, do 


him a kindneſs, oblidge him by your courteous and wins 
ning carriage, Then I fhall look to ſe the Kingdom of 
Chriſt floriſh glorioufly, when every one thar profeſleth 
godlinefs, ſhall ariſe and rake hold of the Skirt of his 
Nelghbour. Oh ſee your negle&ed in this, do nor think 
x enough to keep your own Vineyard: Let your Freinds 


rand Neighbours have no quite for you, till you ſee them 


ſetting in good earneſt to feck afrer Heaven. Oh if you 
mighr bring fa bur every one his man to Chriſt. what a 
bleſſed thing were this! Tloſs my (elf in this Argaments, 
but y am content to do (o, this duty being ſo miſerably ne» 
pleted, 

Too many live as if Religion lay all in praying end 
hearing, holy conference, and the like, lorgetring that pare 
Religion and wndefiled ts this, to viſit the Fatherleſs and 
the widow in thtir affitions, Jam. 1. 27, The other 
ſhould bc ſo done, as that this ſhould not be left undone. 
Y ou make conſclence of bring juit and rrae and faithful; 
bur do you not forget to win upon others by your kind- 
neſs and aftableneſs? as if Ir were not writtzn in your 
B'vbles + Be pitiful, be conrttons, having compaſſion one of 
another, 1 Per. 3, 8, Say nor, ir is not my nature; What 
doth grace ſerve for, bur ro corre che evils of your rem« 
per ? 1s nor ours a Religion of felf-denyal ? D> not the 
Rules of our Relſglon enjoyn us to be followers of wh!(a« 
ever is lovely and of good report, and may reader Rellg« 
lon amlable to the world ? Phil, 4. 8, 


Rule. II, 


. / 
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Rule II, Uſe a wil: foreca(t, that every di:l #:y fall in 
its time and order; and every work may beve its room. Ir 
js not cnouth to do Gods work, our it muſt be done in 


his order. Thar which in ft teif 1s good and neceſſity, 


may be (0 ill rimed, az ro brcome a tin. It is a duty eo 
tell your Brothrr of his fin: bor cortp up io10ur paſſion, 
or to be retcrtiig2 uvpron him when he ts chiiftlenly ad= 
moniſhing you, is a fin. Y- ur world 7 baſtieſs muſt nor 
ſhuc ov! R- | gion, nor R: | glous duties rake you fo up, as 
to negl«& yaur cellingts But every daty muſt have fs 
place. En: for the dulog all in Gods order, Take theſe 
five Direftions. , 

Dire&. | B!ing at bome, in provoking to good : Why 
ſhovid God plcad with you f Thox the! teacurft exother 
reachift thou no: thy ſelf ? Rom. 2. 21.' Be an example of 
thine own Rule, elic the Ryprcritrs charge wfll come in 
apainfi chee, Mat, 23+ 4+ 7) bind bheerty bardins, but 
will net toxch th:m with or0 of their fingrtrs, Obſceree 
Go*s order, Deut..6 6, 7. Thrſe wards which I Cammendt' 
thee, ſhall b: in thin: heart: That muſt be our firftl Care. 
An4 tcn having got our Leſſon well our ſelves, we muſt 
then reach ir to others . Ard tho (Hil? texch them diligents 
ly to thy Children, and tell of them w-tn thay, Ac. Arleaſt 
if :hou ha{t not alrcady atalncd ir, be fue to learn with 
the firſt ; and when thon preſſeft a cuty, intend thy (elf 
firſt, and ſpeak moſt ro thine own heart. 

2. In reproving evil ; Ocherwife thou wile be branded 
for an Hypocrite, Met. 9. $5. F.rfl ceff the Bram ont of 
thine one Eye- We may not think, as many do miſtzkingly, 
that we muſt not reprove another when we are gullty of 
the (1mec fin. Bur we mai} in ſach @ caſe be (utc to caſt 
the Flirit tone at our ſelycs. B+ ſooneſt angry wh:h thy 
ſelf, and mare fcyere to chine own f125, than any "»thers, 
"ris Grange to (ce the great Conſo'ionſneſs of Prof: ſors to 
others, and how render ihey ate of their own corcuprions, 
and Iwpþaticnt of reprov! Reader, fear and avoid this 
fin- 

DireR. Il. Let God be firſt ſerved.” Let God have 
the fi;it of thy thonghcs , the firft of the day, the firſt 
of thy firenght : How heavily is God diſbleaſed with 
the prophane Prieſtz, becaus they will ſerve a—_ 

F300 


i 3$ 
firſt, wl-h Szcrifices before him? 2 Se». 2+ 15, 16, And 


Feaichauſty Reſolved. 


Itis the koly Coarſel that one gives, Hold the door of thy 
heart faft againſt the world in the morning till thy btart bath 


Jy been firſt in Heaven, and ſteſoned and fortified from 1hrnce 


e84;9ft the Temptations that thex art libs to wiit With 4s 
forn as then com'ſt down below, Indeed all muſt be done 25 
Gods f(ervice. Byt ſo as that his immedirate ſervice muſt 
be done firft, It's the counſel of ſeveral Heathens, Thet 
all wndertabings (hould be begun with prayer. Salth Aratus, 
itt ks brgin with God: And the very Mubxmetans began 
thelr Books always as men do uſe ta do their Wils, In the 
Nam of Gad. 

Dire&. II. FirF, Cleanſe the inſide, Mat, 23. 26. Cleanſe 
firſt that which is within the Cap; Though they are much 
out that live as If all their work did lic within door, yer 
remember that it lies chieſly here, It's a moſt prepoſter- 
ons courſe in Religion ro begin firſt with the outſide, 7ere 
4+ 14: 0 Feruſeltm waſh thine brart! When once this bs 
done, reformation will ſoon follow in the life. but nor 
dtherwiſe, Many are careful rhat all that appears to Men 
ſhould be bezutifn), but thelr hearts are negletied, Theſe 
carry upon them the marks of the Hypocrite, Mat. 23, 
29, 28. And what will it profir thee, O valo man, to 
have all keep fecret from men, fince God knows, end 
dere&s thee ? and hath appointed a day when he will rip 
open all thy pack, and Anatomize thy heart, before the 
world, x Cor. 4 5$. Ecclef, 23. 14. Rom. 2:16. 

Dire&. IV. Eve thoſe duties moſi thet &re of meſt import= 
ance, Mat. 22 23, The Hypociite is very punRoual in lefe 
ſer watrers, bot neglefls the welghti: ft things of the Law, 
Judgment, and Mercy. and Faich. He ts for a Religion 
thac xii] coft him little : And therefore wor's being good 
cheap, he will he as forwzrd in taſk as any ntghry Zealot 
in the Cir-cyumſtantials of Religlon, and marvelions cenſo: le 
ous of'o hers that come not up tn this mind, as men of 
wide Principles and large Conſciences ; But in the mean 
time, he fs very negligent of ſecrer Dutles, a great ſtrang. 
er to {elf denial and walking humbly with God. He ſtrains 
wonder fully ar a Ceremony ; bur it may be he can(wallow 
the gain, of uoriehreouſne(s, or the baits of temperance 


fafi enough. It way be he will decry Superſtition, and nes 
| ver 


"'Y 


36 Caſes of Conſcience 
ver wants a fione to filing at a profane Church man ; But 
ln the mean time walk foofly in his Family, makes little con» 


ſcience of his dealings, or will take up hls Cups as freely 
25 another, ſo he be not d1#ykþ. Or if he will nor rake a , 


p:ny of hls neighbours eſtate, he is moſt unmercifulto his 
good name, and will rake up ary report that is going 
Brethren, you muſt make confcience of the leaft fin, and 
of the leaſt duty. Burt it Is a feartol ſign when men are 
Zealous againſt leſſer fins, and yet connlive at greater, as 
theſe are, Mat. 20. 24+ 

Dire&, V. Take the firſt opportunity when God gives & 
fit ſeeſon ſor any duty, Letnot Satan brguile you, by tel- 
Ing you of another or a better time, I: may be thou haft 
a purpoſe to reprove thy Brother for his fin, but how lopg 
wilt thou be a purpoſing? Now God glves thee an oppor» 
tonity, ir may be thy backward heart ſaith, [ Not now, 
but enother time. ) And fo it Is put off, till he or thy ſelf 
ate removed, or he is hardened, or art leaft thou art guil= 
_ fin that he commits in the mean while : Becaufe 
thout haſt not done thy duty to prevent it. It Is in thine 
heart tro deal with thine unconverted friend or neighbour 
about hls ſpiriteal eſtate, bur it may be while thou art de- 
laying death comes and ſnatches him away In his ſins, or 
takes thee off, and ſo farewell for ever to acy opporrunte 
ty for doſing the ſoul of thy Brother any good, How often 
are thy cloler duties hindred, or miſerably difiurbed, for 
want of care to lay hold on the firſt opportonlty? We think 
another hour in the day may do as well, bor then one thing 
or another unexpeRedly falls in, that nothing is done, or 
nothing to purpoſe. Thereſore beware of this chear. A 
man can ſcarce peep into the World , but one briar or 
thorn or another will carch him. Therefore rake oppor- 
tunity by che fore rop. Our Saviour would :ake his ſeaſon 
for prayer before day, when his other wotk was preſſing, 
Mark 1. 35. 

Ruly 111. Do nothing of things Secred without Gods Com. 
mand ; nothing in things Civil with Gods allowance, Offer 
nor with (ftrange fire. In Gods worſhip you mn't lee you 
be well able to anſer that queſtion, #hs hath required theſe 
things at Jour hands? Here the command mult be —_— 
c 
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ed withour adding or diminifhing, Dext, 12. 32, yet 
onderitanding rhls with ewo Cantions, 

t. Thoxgh min may not lamp their invented Ceremonies 


J with 4 moral ſignification,nor 2mpoſt,onr uſe them, thoxgh with 


good intentions of edifying the people by deviſed means Mar. 
15. 9. As if Chriſt had not ſufficiently provided for the 
ediſying his people withour thelr devices: And tho* no- 
thing may be uſed as a part of worſhip that God hathnor 
commanded, Col. 2, 23. ( for it is enough to make any 
thing rejsRed by the Lord of divine worſhip ) if he ſhal 
ſay | 1 commanded it not, ſpake it not, nithtr came it into. 
my mind, ] Jer. 7. 31+ and 19. 5, Yet nevertheleſs thoſe 
things that are meerly circumſtantial, and are In thelr ge» 
neral kind necceſſiry,and not Intended as any part or means 
of worſhip may be determined of by humane prudence 
according to the general Rules of the Word, which muſt 


always be obſerved, 1 Cor. 14.26, 40. And for want of 


underftanding,may have ignorantiy condemned preaching 
by an Hour-glaſs, In a High place, in Churches, by way of 
Dofrine and Ulic, &c, running from the one extream to 
another. 

2. We may not think that Gods Ordinance, remaining 
for fubſtance may be forſaken, becauſe of fome ſalts of the 
Aminiſtratsrs. or in the way of Adminifiration. The A4d- 


* Winiſtring of Gods Ordinances belongs nor to the People, 


but to the Miniſter ; And if be fail in bis daty, by admini- 

[tiring them in &« way that 3s not, and isleſs edifys 
N, B, ing, tis my grief, bat bis fin. Hophnz and Phine« 

has were corrupt in their lives, and brought in 
much corruption and radeneſs into the ſervice of God, 
Yet Elbensh and Hatneh with others of the Godly, did 
never:hefets attend Gods Worlh pþ and SanQtuaty, 1 $4W. 
I. 2. much corruption was crep: In, both into the Dot 

rine and Worſhip, and Lives of the Admlniſtre- 
N. B, tors inthe Church of the jews. Yet our Saviour 

( though He fiill cried down the correptions, and 
would nor joyn In them ) never probibl:ied Communion 
with them Ip Gods Worſhip, bur epjoyns ir, Mat. 5 24s 
Mark 4, Lit 5. 14. aud proviifes it. Both He, his Parents 
Apofitcs, {he 2+ 21, 22z 24: 30, 41, 42, 46, Afts 2h 


23, 24, 20, 
Bar 
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But now in things Civil, ir is (ufficlent that you have 
the a/owence of the Word tho? not th:Command : always 
provided thar the genera! Rules be here obſerved to do 4ll 
to the glory of God,n Cor.to 31.And not to 2buſe our Lawſsl 
liberty to the offence of others, Kom. 14 2, Now your aQtl» 
ons being thus juſtificable,as to the matter of them( with- 
out which it is impuſſivle, had you ſo good intentions ro 
pleafe God ) the jinflaence and virtue of holy Ends into 
them will be eff: &ual, az to turn all into Religious Duties ; 
as the touch of the Philoſopher Stone turns the baſer Metal 
loto Gold. 
 Rale IV. Intevtry affion let God be wppermoſt, but tn veli- 
giows effions let God be all. Let none of your afiions termin= 
att in Jour ſelves, but labour to be able in finceriiy ro give 
this sccount of any thing you (et abour, ther this you do, 
becauſe it is pltaſing unto God, becenſe this is bis will cous 
cerving you, Set a mark upon this Cantion, Beware 10 
thoſe Aﬀions wherein Self may bear a pare, left ir ſhould 
ſweep Stakes and carry all. You may in your comm 
Aion: have aneye to your exiward Commedtty, and comz 
ſorteble Breing in the world : But this muſt nor be the chief 
thing, much leſs the 4// that you defign herein: For by 
looking no higher than ſe!f, you tacar this double miſchief 
1+ You ſole fo much from your ow/naccount 2, You uſurp. 
upon the great Prerogatives of God. I fear ve are. not as 
were of the fearful evil char is In Selſ.ſeching; Ic is 00 leſs 
than ju'tling Gd b. fide the Throne, and imting our ſeives 
in his room. Ir fs Gods great Prerogotive, and the proper 
Worſhip th:t is Jue to him #x Gd, that He (hould be the 
laſt End of all thr oprratians of xs his Creatures, and that all 
our motion: ſh uld rerminate In Him, Now when we eye 
our 8/71 Commodity, and nt God, and lock ro this more 
thing unto Gd, we arropere the divine Pre: ogarive ro our 
ſelves, 2nd (et our (elv:rs 2Hove Him, which 1s no lefs then 
heinous 1 folarry : And if jt bz ſuch an henlous fin ro baw 
down to an [mige, which is bar the girivg Gods oxtward 
Wor(hip -o the Crearare. how much more tofſeck and ho» 
Dow: nur (ſelves hefore God ? which is ro give his inwerd 
0r(hip which of all is the principal, to the creature. Oh 
how many that paſs f-r good Chriſtians will be found hel- 


nous Liolaters ! bectuſe they have ſought thelg own carnal * 


cads 
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ends morethan God and his gloiy. And maby real Chil» 
filans, tho' they mainly defign Gud and his g'ory, yer in 
many particular ations contrad great guilt, by looklog no 
higher than thenifelves in whar they do. Iknow you 
cauinot be always thinking of God, yer 1 would haye you 
never fo forget what you have been ravghr; in the entrance 
of every ſolieno ation to remember Go:!, and make him 
y:urend, Lie down inthe Name of God every Ever ing; 
Go {:rth in hls Name every Morning, reſolving to ur ders 
take all for Him, When yor enter upon 3onr Callires, fie 
down ar your meals. make zny Journey or V (ir. cofſtas 
unto the Lord, with deſign to pleaſe him iherefa, This 
you may come 10 Win care and watchlulueſs, 

Agalo, Is Religious Aft ions let God be all, Here ſtlf, (1 
m!4an carnal ſely ) wult be faut ou: otherwile this dead Fire 
will ſpoil the Bux of mof? prectous Oznriment, *1 5 196 
ſelf wilt be crowdir.g in, but you multi kaock jt dow. care 
fuily : O:herwiſe ifthis be the piedomivant Iogredicor, all 


J your duties will be but loft labour. What more pleafing 


— V 


to God than Prayer? This Is Incenſe before him, Pſal. 1. 
1, 2. What more delightful thau 4lm:?This is a Sacrifice 
acccptable and well plcafirg unto hlm, Phil. 4 8+ How 
hippy a Teſiimon\ had Cornelixs? Thy Prayers and Alms 
are COME up 45 4 memorial brjore God, Atﬀts lo. 4, Yet when 


{ ſelfis predominar.tin th: ſc Duties, Prayers, Alms, Bec, are 


all loft, Mat: 6. 7: and 23: $. 

Rule V. hex you have done all, be cariful to deny all, Lyb. 
7; 10. or not deny Goes mercy in erabllcg and atfiſting 
you : Thls mufi be with all thank'ulneſs cbſervcd 2 Bur 
attriboring nothing to your (clvcs, avd giving God all the 


T glory, Take tiic pattern of Holy David, 1 Chron. 29. 14, 


But who um I, and what 3s my People, that mt (heu'd offer 
ſo willingly? Of thine own we beve given tht. | Ard of 
bleſſed Pax!, 1 Cor. 15 10. Notl, bu! the grace of God 
which w4s with me, | nd of goud Nehemiah, who wh:n 
he had don: moſt eminzot ſervice for Gd. 1514 at laft for 
pardoning mercy, Neb. 13 22. Kemtz be! 1m; 0 God, com 
cerning this alſo, end ſpare me according tothe greatn'|; of 


Y 1h) me" <). 


Ru'c VI. Do «ll inthe Nm! of the Lord Jrſus Col. 3- 


195. Hay:ngcarcluliy ier out foi Gud In the Mornicg, and 
direQed 
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dire&ed your common a&ions ro bi as you exd rhrough:" 
ont the day, dolog all in his fight, and with a defire to 
pleaſe him therein, bring all to Chriſt in the Evening, and 
preſent all unto God by him, confidently expeRing Gods 
acceprance and reward for all that|you have done. For this 
he hath promiſed, be your aGitons never ſo mean, becauſe 
they were done &s his ſervice, Col. 5.22. 23, 24. Epheſ. 6, 
6, 7.8. If thou neglet this, you loſe all art laſt; For God 
will accept of no ſacrifice but from the hand of the Pyieſ, 
and therefore you muſi look for no acceptance with God, 
nor any reward from him, bu: obly chrough Chrifi, 1 Pet: 
2: $5. John 4: 6: You muſ} be ſure therefore not only to 
make a formal mention of Chrifts Name, bur ro bulld all 
' your hope of ſucceſs only upon him, and to come to God, 
with an aQual and Lively dependance upon him. | 

Thus I have reſolved the Caſe propounded, I will but : 
Anſwer an Obj:Rion, and briefly preſs your Dury by ſome 
Morives, and ſo conclude. 3 
 Objeft. You bind heavie burdens, What muſt we be al- * © 
ways in the Traces? Surely this ſeverity of Religion is þ * 
more than nceds, '% 

Anſ. 1: Burden man ! why, it is thy Happieſt; If Ho- ; 0 
line(s and plcafing of God be a burden, Health is a burden, 7 
Heavenand Happineſs are burdens- 

Ax. 2: This is no other burden than what God himſelf 
hath bownd upon your Couſclences, Row. 0. 20. Who art | 
they, O Men, that replieſt againſt God! Have I put upon jt 
you 2 devifed and unneceſſary ſiriFneſs ? Or bound that 
burden upon you which 1 will nor rouch with one of my fin, 
gers? 1 Cor:9. 8. Say Ithis as & 1145, or (aith not the Lew 
the ſame «ljo ? 1 pray you whole word is this? Be thox in 
thefear of the Lord all the day long, Prov. 3. 17. Doallto 
the glory of God, x Cor. 10. 13. Extrciſe thy ſelſ unts God, 
I Ti. 4- 7, What have I preſſed, but what the Salnrs 
have praQiſed, Pizl, 3:13, 14. One thing 1 ado, I preſs to« 
werds the Mark, Pal. 27. 4. Ont thing bevt 1 defired of 
the Lord, that wil! 1ſek after. And Pſelys 119. 8, Thy ſer- 
vent thet is devored to thy fear, Gen. 5. 22. Endch walktd 
with God three hundred years, What is chis bur what the 
Scr'p:ure hath foretold ſhalbe ? They ſhell walk up and ® 
dywn in the Name of the Lord, Zech. 10 12. Tuen (pe! be wpe |: 
1 þ 


Judicionſly Reſolved. 4t 
gh: Y as the Bells of the Horſes, and every Pot in Jeri (alew, belineſs 
to tothe Lord, Zech, 14. 20. 21. Diſpure not againſt God, 
ind © but up and bedoing. It is an il] Hgn when the heart riſes 
ods againſt the firl&neſs of the duty : You utterly miſtake in 
his & thioking this life of Rrineſs to be a bondage. Who have 
uſe & joy unſpeakable and full of glory? Who do know the pezce 

6, © that paſſerh all underſtanding , if not thoſe that do thus 
od | walk with God? 

R, Now, mv Brethren, let me beſcech you to be the con 
29. © (ci-nrloy. PraRtitioners of this great Leſſon, $ udy to do 
” always thoſe things that are pl:« ſing »nto Ged. Oh thart 
to & koew but how to engage yan ; that I could but ger you ro 


al Þ} ſer theſe Rules before you all che days of your IIy-s for the * 


d, practice ! * Tis not enough that you giy* the he-ri1g, and 
like the Preacher, and approve the DoRrine. Bur Sirs, 

ut 5, whar will yeu do? Too many of my Hearers arelike F28- 
ne & kie''s, Chap. 33. 32. What ſay you Brethren, will you 
© learn wi'h me? O that I might lead you on to a throvgh 

i. % acqualntance with the firidineſs and power of Religion, 
is & and that holy freme thar will be Gods delight, and your fe- 
licity, Brethren, what ſe:k 1 for ? God knows thisIs my 

_ & ambirlon, that 1 may bur help you on in the way of holineſs 
Z I wonld not that you ſhov!d be ſuch bad Proficlents, as to 
be always of the lower form, and keep on meerly In a dull 
and barren courfe: My defice for you is, that you ſhould 
nor be Shrubs, but Cedars, of tall growth, cholce experi- 
{ ence, ſingular Communion, walking with God ſhining to 
the conviaion of the world. Will you let me but prevaſl 
with you in ſo good + D:fignz Why fhnuld you mourn at 


ſs) 


ws the laſt and fay, How have I bated inſirxfion, and my beert 
n  #(piſed Reproof? 1 have not obeyed the voice of my Teachers 
os © 107 nnclined my ear to them that inſtrufied me, Prov. 4. 11, 


— 13. That I may Invite you to this holy conrſe- Cons 
der, 

Y. I: is very poſſisle : For firft, God 3s very taſie to be plea- 
ſed : He Is not like a froward Maſter that cannot, that will 
not be pleaſed. If you do bur make it your ſtudy and your 
care to pleaſe him, and throughly fer your hearrs to it, 
your willing mind hal be accepred, 2 Coy. 8. 12 And tho' 
you ſhon|d nor go through with the work, God will ſay, 
: Thox didſt well that it was in thy bears, 2 Chron. .- 8, 

hen 


p 
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Wha thie heart is ſer to pleale the Lord, and we do wn- 
feigacdly put ro ir, tho" there be very many failings, God 
will ov<clook r:cam, 2 Chron. ZO. 18, 19, 20. 
zcondly, G24 harh rold you what will pleaſe him, and 
herh cu? out your work to yovr hind, You need not (ay, 
wherewith [hal wt com? before the Lo'd ? He hatch h:wed you 
wht is g504, and what be Tequiveth of you, Mich. 6.5,9- 8. 
Y >u n:<d ror ſay, Who ſhell aſtend into Heaven, te bring 
down the mind of God from Hteven, No the word 35 nigh You 
Rom. 19, 6,9, 8. - God hath (er before you in his Lav, as 
in a T:v!:, on one filc the things that pleaſe 3 on the 0+ 
.tier, thoſe that diſpleaſs him. Oh that you may be found 
ainang thoſe that chooſe the things that pleaſe bim, Iſa. 55, 
4: $- Orherwiſe fiace you brow your Meſters will and you 
do it norg you will be found worthy of mary ſtripes, Luke 
12. 47» as”. a 
Tairdly, God hath given particular Rules for the doing 
of 21] your work in thar manner chart wlll pleaſe Him. Had 
G23d tol4 you only what muſt be done,and nor how ft moſt 
be dope you might have beenat a loſs: Bur he hath pre- 
ſcribed the very manner, how every thing muſt be done, 
that you might have full direRlon, Rem. 12. 8. I Pet. 4.1. 
He h:ith ſhewed you how you muſt pray, and hear, and 
give Alms : How you mult carry fr fn all your relations, 
" He hath :old you nor only how you muſt faft, bur how you 
muſt car / co wir, with warchfulneſs, and temperance 
not as thoſe who haye nothing ro do , but :o fill their 
aunches, but with an eye to his glory, as thoſe that arc 
. de and revelling the fervan s of Jeſus Chrift, He tah 
ſhewed you, nor only how you ſhould reſt on the Lords day, 
but how you muſt follow your Calling on the reſt , co wir, 
with dlligence and diſcretion, Mlading him as your end, 
as thoſe ther herein (crve the Lord Chriſt, He hath :old 
you how you maſt manage your dealings, with equizy and 
charity, doing the very (ame tc others, char yoo: coniclen- 
ces tell you, you would haverhem in the like caſe ro fo un» 
to you : how you muſt ſ]-ep, even as thofe tha: kno'v he 
compaſſ=th your path, and your lying down 3 and how you 
muſt awake ; ro wir, fo as to be ſtil] with him, 
Fourthly, Ged hath given jos [ptcial helps ts this end:You 
have the mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2, 16, A3d you __ the 
paris 
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Fadicionſly Riſolved, 7. -— _ 
$)irit of Chriſt, x Cor. 2. 12. Indeed they that ave In the 
fleſh cannotpleaſe God, But you are not in the fleſh, but in the 
ſpirit, Rom. 8.8, 9. You that are Belſevers have not the 
Law only in your Bibles, but in your Hearts, Hib. 8. 16, 

Il; It is ver7 profitable. Glorious advantages (bell -yoi 
beve by this courſe. Firſt, this is the moſt ſpeedy and cer- 
taln way to «ſſxrence, for want of which many of you come 
plaſn ; but henceforth you muft complain no more: For 
elther you will follow this conrſe, and then you will have 
itz Or you will not, and then ceaſe your hypocritical com- 
pleints, when it is through your own wilfal diſobedience 
that you are without it, When once you are habitaeted 
tothis courſe, and do find it to be the chief of your care, 
& that which your very hearts are ſet upon above all rhings 
elſe, to glorifie and pleaſe God, and approve your [elves in hig 
ſight, you cannor want afſarance, unleſ(s-through your own 
Ignorance : For thfs fs che moſt undowbred evidence in the 
world, that you are the Children of God, whatever uns 
allowed failings you may be guilty of. 

Secondly, Hereby you ſhall be certaln of Gods gracious 
and fayourable preſence always with you : See the Text, He 
that fenr me is with mc for 1 do always thoſe things char 
pleaſe him. 

Thirdly, By this means you fhall be always laying up 2 
Treafure in Heaven. Brethren, pybet areyox for ? Arc you 
men for etcrniry,or are you for preſcnt things ? Is your de- 
fign” for Glorie, Honour and Immortalky? Are you for 
Riches In rhe-ocher World ? Or of Dang-hill Spices, pre« 

erring your port in Peris before your part In Paradiſe Z 
Ifyou are for rra< Riches here 1s your way 2 By this you 
thil be daily and hourly Increafing the ſtock of your own 


glory : My vehemeuce is only, that ſruit may abound'tro 
your accoun!, that a'l yon do might meer you in Heaven, 
and Chrift may ſhew your good works another day, as the 
Widows did Dorcas her Garmeuts, As 9. 39. ' 


Chap. 'IIE. 


| Caſes of Conſeience 
Chap- III, 
A Fourth CASE of CONSCIENCE. 


Wy; wearineſs in, and nnwillingntſs to duties, mai 


ſtand with grace, and what nat ? 
For the reſolviog this, ſome diſtin&ions muſt 
be premiſed, and then ſome Conclufions elicited. 

_ DiFinf. This weerineſs and xnwillingneſs muſt be dil- 
tinguiſhed. 1. Accordivg to the Degrees of It, and (o it is 
either per134l and gradxel, or elſe prevelent and plenary. 2 
According to the Sxbjef of ir: And fo this weereneſs Ii 
either of the Members, or elſe of the Mina. 3. According 
zorhe prevalenty of ir, and ſo it Is either tranſient and 9ccee 
ſconal, or elſe ſettied and babitxal, 4. According to the 
ſenſe we have of Ir, and ſo fr is either matrer of «/iowence to; 
us, or matter of exngJence. 5. According ro the Cauſe | 
3t, and o It ts either from a fixed diſlike of food, or elic 
from an ecczdental difiemper of the Stomach, 6, Accord- 
Ing to the effef7s of fr, for it is elther vifterioxs and makes) 
us give over dates, orclſe abhyorred and repulſed by Grace! 
the Chriſtian fill holdfog on io the way of Duty. | 
- Conclx. 1, Where this wearinefs is only in the Memoers 

C or at leaſt chieffy ) but there is fil} a #3{lingneſs of the 
Atind this Is no matter of queſtioning our Eſtate. Where 
the Mind out- goes and our-does the body, and the Appet- 
the co Datics continees in vigour, tho? there be a langulſt- 
Jog of rhe xetxre! ſirength and wearlneſs of the Bodily Organ 
this is nor owr fin, bur affli&ton. But too commonly the 
body hath ſo much influence upon the Mind, and cauſct 
a liſilefaeſs avd ſluggiſhneſs there, and mikes It negligent 
In ics office ; Yer when this doch proceed from the falling 
of the ſpirits, rIred with bodily labour aud exerciſe, and 
from the diftempecrs of the parts, our moſt piriful Varhe 
conſiders our frame, and remembers we are bu: duft : Anc 
our merciſul High-Pcicſt rthar is not untouched with the 
fenfe of our infirmitics is ready to frame our excuſe, Til 


the ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh is weak. | 
2, Whe d 


Tadicaonfly Reſolved. Beds © 
2, Where our wearineſs in, and a1w3llingitſs to duties, 
{s only gr«dx21 and pertial, not plexary and prevalent, itls 
not ſufficient to conclade our (elves graceleſs : While the 
Twins are together In the Womb, and twe Nations with» 
in our bowels, there will be contrary loclinations, The 
fleſh will never ſay Amen, to a good motion as fuch, but 
will be fuftiog againſt che Splrir, and will hang back when 
wal the Spirit pars forwards, and pulls down when the Spirlr 
bends upwards ; $0 that while corruption remaineth, there 
uſt will be always 2 diſſenting party, and continual conflits, 
from whence iris co wonder there ſhould ariſe ſome wearls 
LHiſ-Y nes: Yer the Spirits the prevailing intereſt, and tho' of 
t 15H tencimes foy/ed, yer hath wo/ily the maſteric in the combar 
2-J and carries ir againſt the fleſh, though not without much 
- bY refiltance arid reluftancy from the rebel opponent, 
ing 3: Where this wearineſs is only trexfiemx, during the 
4+ Y preſent temptation or defe&ion, which as ſoon as the tyr=- 
the# ed Soul can get out of ir, recurns to its former temper and 
eroF pleaſure in holy duties, there is only matter of hemillition 
eoſY Bur when ic is the ſcrtled permanent and habituzl frame of 
elle the mind, iris a matter of queſtioning our conditions, 
rd-S The Holy Pſa!mift ender a diiſercion, was even almoſt pera 
kesY fwaded to give over with Religion ; but when he is bima 
aceY ſe/f, nothlog is ſo ſweer, nothing (o lovely and defireable 
IJ tohim, as the duties of holineſs, Bur for them wbo have 
er5Y in their ordinary (ettled courſe and frame, no mind to dus« 
they tfes, bur are halled to them by Conſcience, or engaged by 
ereY Company, as Cuſtom, of the like, thelr caſe !s fearful in 
ct-Y that meaſare, that duty Is unpleafing and not loved, 
ti; 4+ Where this wearineſs of, and #1willingneſs to Dutles 
{s prjnſul and grivcous, as a ſore in the Eye, as 2 fickneſs 
io the Hearr, the ſtate Is good 5 but. where [ris naturall 
allowed, and meets with lirtle or go refiftance, it Is a black 
mark, For this argues there is nothlog bur fleſh, that there 
is no contrary Principle in ſuch a hearr, For if there were 
the Spirit would at leſt make oppoſition: This was the 
very frame of thoſe unſanQificd finners that connred the 
Sabbaths and ſervices of God an unprofitable burden, # 
very wearlne(s, a bondage not tro be bora, Mal. L 13: A 
gracious heart when xxder ſuch a diſtemper, as that Gods 
| (eryice (ecms a wearineſs, Is even weary of himlclt, wigs 
| RK 2 
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45 Caſes of Conſcience 
x2ix is burdenſome he is a burden to himſelf, He cannot 
enjoy himſclf, while in ſuch a frame wherein ite cannor 
enjoy God ; and \f this be the Caſe , our State is good, 
zyhovgh rhe frame be bad. 

s. Where this weerineſs and x1willingreſs is nor from 
a rooted diflike of the food, but an accidental and preter- 
nataral Indiſpoficion of the ſtomach, or being diſappointed 
of Gods preſence in dutles, the main fiate is ſafe. You 
know under a diftemper the Appetite may ditguſt, and 


niuſeare the food that a man doth love abnve all other 


meats when he is well, and (fo it is here, Do you when 


you are your ſclves, reliſh more ſweetneſs In Gods fervice | 
than in your Mcats ard Drinks? Ate no ſweets 0! 


delightful to you as fellowſhip and communion with God, 
when you can attain to ft in Dutics ? Do you come away 


diſconrented beczuie you cantot meer with God ? 7s the! 


ground why your countenances fall,and your hearts be dif-: 


couraged, becenſe you have ( with them ) rolled and; 
ſpread the Ner, and have not caught what you went for : | 


becauſe you have no anſwer nor income from God ? Iftt 
be thus, ir is a figo your hearts be (et upon God ; And 


that you place the happineſs and comfort of your lives in! 


God, and fo that your flate Is ſafe : Otherwiſe when there: 
Is a fixed antipathy to duties, and an habitual ciſllke of 
them and contrartety ro themy rhe Caſe is very (ad. | 
6, Where our weerineſs and xxwillingneſe is (ach as makes 
us to give over our dutfes, ſo as tolive fn the ordinary ne- 
le& of them,ſt is a fearſul ſign : But where notwithſiand-: 
ng prefent diſcourzggemenrs, we hold onio the perſorm-; 
ance of our dutles, and a humble waltivg upon God, fot 
removal of our difficultles thil we are brought to a betrer ; 
frame, this argues weil. The Church her ſelf maybe great 
ly deſerted, But then ſhe gives not over Duties, but ſeeks 
aſter her beloved, and makes diligeut enquiring, and will 
nor be at reſt until ſhe hach found him. But the hypocrite" 
gives up and will nor wait upou the Lord any longer. Not: 
bur that a deſerred Son], may under the violence of temp»! 
tations omit: duties for a:lme ; Bur his condition this while? 


Is moſt peinſel, reſileſs and grievexs to him, and he quick-® 
ly returns again , and never comes tolive qmier, in the” 


ordinary omiſſionof known dutics, 


yd 
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Coxels. 9, When onr wearineſs and xrwillingntf Is uch 
a5 makes us fail out with the ſervice of Chrift, and «llling 
ro eaſe our ſelves of his yoke, and to rhrow off hls burden 
This is a bad fizn : But when we fall ouc with our felves, 
and juftific and approve Chrifts Ways ard Service, ic is 
well. Thus it was with Paxl ; H:= doth not quarrel with 


{ the Law, as too fri and too (ſevere, nor thick of break. 


iog off hls bonds, and raking his !1berry, but he 9leads for 
the Law, and greatly approves it and cc:amends it, and 
condemns the backwardne(s of hls own natare, Rom. 9. 12, 
25, When men ate more willing re be rjd -of Chrifls bur=z 
den, than of the difieraper tha makes it grievous,and caft 
about for cafe, by widening thelr bonds, and not by 
bringing their minds ro them) it Is a wofal diſcovery of an 
vnſound heart, And thus much for this Caſe, 


Awakening Queſtions Fropounded to the 
QOxnconceried, 


And Counſels to the Converted. 


Fer I may reach every Mans Cafe, I fhal ſpezk ſome- 
thing to the Unconverted,and (ometihing to the Cons 
verted. 

Fr the Unconverted,there are theſe Six Queſtions which 
I would adviſe them to put to their Souls, 


Q' 1. het Efiate did my Soul come into the world int Was 
it nor in a ſtate of Death, Eh. 2. 1. An Eſtate of i#reth 
Verſe 3+. Sirs, awake and bethink your ſelves where you 
are, and whither you are goloug. While you are in your 
natural unconverted unbelieving fate, all your fins are ue 
pardoned, 2nd the wrath of God abideth on you, Ads 3. 
19. John 3. 36. Suppoſe you ſaw a poor Creature hangs 
Ing over a necry furnace by nothing but a twine threed like 


= to break every moment, wonld not your hearts fhake for 


ſuch an one ? Sirs, it is your very Caſe, you hang over the 


lives, 


48 Caſes of Conſcience 
Iives. which you know not bat it may erack the next mo= 
ment, and then where are yon? 1s this a Caſe for you to 
g0 on merily, and contencedly in. 


, II. hat condition is my ſoxtin? Am 1changed and 


renewed by converſion, or am 1 not? Speak conſcience, 
hath this man, this woman been foundly and favingly 
changed both in Heart and Life? Where are your Evidences? 
Can you ſhew the marks ofthe Lord Jeſvs upon your ſouls; 
Let your Confcicnce anſwer, Where was the place ? What 
was the meani? When was the time that thy foul was 
throughly renewed? Arleaſt if thon cannot fhew the Time 


I. 


Place. nor Means, can you prove the Things ? Can you ſay, | 


with hlm, [ one thing I know, that whereas 1 was blind 


I now (ce, || Sirs, benotdecelived, I tell you whatever you | 


be, and whatever you do, nothing will avall 7ou to Salya- 
ton except you be new Creatures, Gal. 6.15. 


Q, II. What if I ſhoxld loſe yy ſoult What fair work ſhould | 


T make of it then? This is very poſſible, Mat. 15, 25, Yer 
Jr is the cafe of the moſt; There are but few, few of the 
Children of men that de eſcape ſafe to Heaven, Meat. 7,144 
Sirs, be aware of your danger, and fear left a promiſe be- 
ing left of entring into Ref, any of ycu ſhould at laſt come 
ſhort of ir, Heb, 4. 1. Suppoſe a man were totravel through 
fome perillous Wood or Wilderneſs, having but one Jew- 
el in all the World ja which his 44 was boundup , and 
Thould ſee ſome fland on one hand, and ſome onthe other, 
and here one company in this place, and another In thar, 
erying owt under the hands of fome cruel Robbers: Oh in 
what fear would this Traveller go, leſt he ſhould loſe his 
Tewel, and be robbed of all at once ? Why, thoo art the 
man, This. Traveller is thy ſelf : This Jewel fs thy Soul ; 

This Wilderneſs, or Wood, is this World thou att to Tra 
vel tbrough ſwarms of Sins, Legions of Devils, a whole 
World of Temprarions. Theſe arc the Robbers that lie in 

walt for thy ſon], and ff all that theſe can do, can keep 

thes out of Heaven thou ſhalt never come there. Oh what 

If thy Pride, or Worldlineſs, thy Delays, and Triffiings 
in Rellgion, ſhould arlaft betray thy Soul into the Robbers 
hands! Other loſſcs may be repaired; but thy Soul being 

once loſt, God is loſt, Chriſt is loſt, Heaveo, all loft for 
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Judiciexſty Reſolved. 4% 
Q. IV. hat do I do for my Sox! ? What, have I a Sonl, 
an Immortal Soul to care for, and look no better after ir, 


{ nor beſtow no more of my time, or pains vpon fr,no more 


of my thoughts #bour ic? When A»gx/ixs the Emperour 
ſaw the outlandiih Woman carrying Apts, and ſuch kind of 
ſtrange Creatores in the Streets la their Arms, he azſed, 
What! have the Women In theſe Countries no Children? 
So it may be faid of manic among us, that are early and 
lare at their worfdly bufineſs, but let the care of Religion 
lie by n:gicKed 3 what have theſe men no Souls ? Why 
man, haſt thou a Soul, and yer does fo little tn thy Cloſer, 
ſo little In thy Family, from day to day for ir? What»? 
meaneſ} thou, Oſl:eper? Ailfe, call opon thy God, thar. 
thou periſh nor, Zonch 1. 6. What will become of thy Soul, 
if thou lookeſt to It only at this careleſs rate ? 

Q V. what if God (hoxld this night require thy Soul? | 
Where wonld death land thee? Luke 12. 19, 20, There was 
one that promifed himſelf many merty days and Years, as it 
Is like thou doſt ; but that ſame night God called for his 
Soul. Slrs, are you in your poſtures? are you fit co dle? 
Oh dare nor to live io ſuch a Caſe, nor in that courſe, in 
which you woald not dare to dle? 

Q. VI, What « heppy Ceſe were 131, if I had but ſecured 
»y Soul? Oh, ifchis were bur once done , how (weetly 
wighteft thon live! Then thou mighteſt ear thy Bread, 
and drink thy Wine with a merry Heart, when aſſured that 
God accepteth thee and thy works, Eccief. gi 9, Tnenthou 
mighteſt ile down in peace, and riſe vp In peace y, goour | 
21d cone in pezce; then thou mighteſt look death fn the 
f:ce, thou mighreſt look dangers In the face, Yea, look 
Devils in the face, and never be afcald; Oh Sirs, if there 
be any Enſurarce office for Sou's In all the World, one 
would think you ſhould bs (ecking ro it. And thus mactr 
for the Dueſtions, which though of uſe to all, yer were in» 
teaded chietly for unconverted, impenitent Squls, 


Ky Counſels 


Caſts of Conſcience 


Counſels end Cordials for the 
Converted, 


The Counſels are 1heſe. | 2: 


barerdons oppertanities tbat may quit all | J 
M | your Coſt, What pitry is ir that you 
{}..+ ſhould adventure much and yer again but little? How ſad | 
-- would it be, if you ſhould ar lafi ſuffer deeply for your Con+ | 
fctentlous #:tcndarice upon God fn ſuch ſeaſons, and when | 
you come in:oa priſon or into Banifhment, fboul4 find 
that you bad nor got that by them rhat would bear you cur, 
Coun. Il. Th«t you valxte no Mrcy barely as it ſerves in | 
content to you fl: ; but as it ſtands in order to Eittrnity « 
and may ſerve to the fwthrring your Makers glory. God bath 
preſcryed you liberties. and haih refiored mines But what 
of all this? ULleſs we emprove our Ilbertlcs for Etervity, 
what arc we better than thoſe thar are in Priſon, if this he 
all che advantage we have, allttle more conrentro our flefh? 
The Cypher pur to the Figure is of great Conſideration, 
$ bue purby itſelf, ir ſignifies nothing ar all. Theſe Crea» |: 
# ture comforts feparated from thelr reip«& to God and 
Erernity, are of novalue : Butln order to theſe ends 
they ſignific mach. We havecaſc and fulneſs, when many | 
others are inpalnsz, and in poverty; and we hive much 
- the tiart of them, if we be wiſe to Improve our Health in 
layiog in apace againfi a wet day, and preparing apace for 
| - Eternity : And If we (ſervethe Lord with the more abun» 
# dant diligence; aod chearfulnefſs, and gladneſs of heart in 
* the abundince of all chings. Bus if this be all we have by 
It, that onr bones do lie ailrle ſofter, and our Palates are 
tickled with alltcle the more deilghr, what profit have we 
by our healch, or our eftatcs 2 If they that be fick, or poop 
do love the Lord as ivell, or ſerve the Lord a4 much as wez 
it they have the advantage of us, and beicer were 1t for us to 
| bs. poor and fick as they be. 


Coun. I. Tm pat hard to it, to get that by theſe 
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Fedicionſly Reſolved, = _- 
Connſ, If, Reſt not in probabilities for Htavin, but labour 
ſo, certainties, Beloved, certainty may be bad: Elſe the 
coxnſe! of God to make our Calling and Elefiion ſure were in 
vain, 2 Per, 1- 10: Eiſe the experience of the Sainrs were 
buc a deluſion : Who rells us they know they are paſſed 
from death to Life, 1 John 3. 14+ 2 C07, $+ 1. Job. 19. 253 
J 26, Elſe the power of ſelt-c<f]:&ion were ro no pnrpoles 
and the (plrit which is fa man ſhould not know the things of 
the man, x Cor, 2. it. Now if a ce/t45nt) may be bad, vill 
you nor put in for it, and turn'every ftone but that 3ou 
will gerit ? Slrs, now, ifever, you have need co pur hard 
F roir co get aſſurance. Weare #t miſerable uncertaintles 
$ forall outward enjoyments 3 we know not how foon we 
3 maybecalled to part with them all : Chriftlans, whar do: 
you mean ? Will yan be conrent ro have nothing ſure ? 
Will you not ſettle your everlaſting condition, now you are” 
ſo unſetled as to your oatward condition ? What will you 
4 dolfi the day of viſi-ation when extremliry comes in upon 
you, if you have no aſſurance that God will receive you ? 
Jr woul4 make ones Heart tremble ro think of being put up* 
on ſuch a fearful tempratlen to pare with all for Chriſt, 
and not to be fure of him neither 2 O man, what an ad-» 
vant:ge will the remprer now have upon thee , when he 
ſhal ivggeſt, wilt thou be ſuch a fool as to ler go all at once? 
Thoa {e:ft Hcaven Is not ſure, Chrift is nor ſure, therefore 
# Keep the World whilt thou haſt ir, «nd hold what thou 
haſt ſure ; Brloved, what a fearful ſlighring of God and: 
| concsmprt of heaven, aud glory, and all rhe Promiſes dorh ' 
; thus argue, that yon can be content to be ar uncertainties 
Whether they be yours or no ? How many of you be there 
ther do not know whether you be going ro Hezven or 10 
Hell? And what deſperate carelefineſs doth this argne, to 
go on from Week to Week in (ucha caſe? Some hopes 
you hape that you ſhal do well , bur pur nor me cf with 
hop«s, never be fatisfied till vou are able rotay, nor only, 
I hope i (px(l be ſaved, but | brow 1 am paſied jrom deeth ta 
life. 1 brow that when the eertily bouſe of this tabtrnacle ſhall. 
be diſſaived, I heve & building not made with bands, Kc - 
2 Cor. 6, 1. 
Conn, IV. Be not ſ«tisfied with the truth of Grace, /«t 
reach after the growth. Do not think allis done when you 
EE. Ks, have 
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wards the increaſe. That perſon that doth rot defire and 
deſign perfe Aion, never came np to fincerity, He that 
Cefires Grace truly, defires it not barely az a bridge to Hra- 
ven, and foto ſeek no more than will juftl bear tits charges 
thither : Burt he defires jr for its own ſzke 3 And therefore 
defires the helght of it, That perſon that defires Grace 
only for Heavens (+ke,and erquires what is the loweſt meas 
furc of Grace that any one may have to come to Heaven, 
( by which he meaneth but to be ſaved from miſery ) upou 
this deſig, that if he cou!d butcome to ghar pirch , he 
won'd defireno more; that perfon Is rotten at the heart, 
Chriſtians, the Lord doth expe of you, that you thould 
not be Babes and Drawfi; He looks now eſpecially that 


and his whip at your backs; and yer never mend your pace 


to you Paxl's fludy., Phil. 3. 12, 13, 14. It argucs a 
baſe and unworthy ſpirir to content Gur ſelycs with lictle 
thivgs in Reiſgion, 

Coun. V. Lebox! that Holineſs way b:tome you? Natuwes 
and R:ligion your bufinrſs. Then you are come to ſome what 


natnral and beloved Imployment, your Meat and Drink, 
your Work and Wages, When your Tongues and Hearts 
do as naturally run on God as others on and of the World: 
Much of that? may be attained by conftant Care and Pray- 
&rf. Brethren, Jer Gds work be done by you, not by the 
by, buras your greateſt bufine's, Ser'& f;r/t tht Kingdom of 


able to give that account of your ſclves, that our Sarjour 
did when they enquired of Him, that Jou aye about Jou? 
Fat hers buſineſs, Luke 2+ 594 


,Fy you an evtn fun threed of Holineſs through your wholt 


Conſe, Brethren, "tis the diſgrace of Religlton, that Chri« 
filens are ſo unf{ke themſelves, unleſs ic b: when they are 


Ir ſhall be ſald of Profeſſors, theſe Mcn indeed will pray 


$2 
Gre attained the Evidence of Grace, but pur on hard to-' 


Yke Angeis, bur for ought we canſce they ace mW” « 


you ſhould make ſome progreſs : Whardo you more than | 
heretofore? What Do you fcel his Spurs in yourfides, | 


- In Rellglon, nor ſtir one jor the faſter ; Let me commend | 


Indeed in R-liglon, when the wark of God Is become your 


— 


God, Mat: 6, 33, And whatſoever you be, you may be | 


Conn. V1. Confine not your Religion to Jour Knees, but Care | 


- - 


In holy Dutſes, This wounds Religion to the quick, when | 
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7adicioxſly Reſolvtd, $3 
and as Touchy as any other M:n, and they areas hard in 
th-ir Deallngs,and make as lIttle Conſcience of their Words 
33 o'heis do; Beloved think not Religion , Iles only, or 
chictly, in Praying, Hearing, Reading, No,yon muſt be 
throvghout R-ligious Sirs, bring forth your Religion out of 
your Cloſers into your ordinary Courle.Ler there not be & 
life of Holineſs on the oncfide of the Cloath, but let Holle 
neſs be woven into the whole of your Converſations. Here 
lies the excelicncy and difficulty of Religlon: When you 
have the baits of intemperance before you, then to hold 
the Reins hard, and deny your fleſh, when you have pro» 
vocation before you, and then to bire in your paſſions and 
bridle the anruly Member : When you have Dealings with 
others: Then to proceed by that golden Rule of Equity and 
Charity. To do to others a5 Jour Conſcience tells you, you would 
have them da in libeCaſets you, Whenyou are called up» . 
on ln your feveral Relations, then to behave your ſelves 
wich that tenderneſs and love , with that reverence and 
obedience, with that courtefic and condeſcention and kind- 
neis that becomes you tn your vackous capacities : In this E 
{iy lies the excellency of Rellgion, 

Coun. VI, Evtr walk with your End in your Eye. ltis 
true , according ro the uſual Rimilitnde, The Travcller 
thinks not of hls Journeys and every fiep, nor need he: 
Yet there is no Traveller but thinks of ic at his (erting out: 
Brethren, there Is nothing hinders buc that with prayer 
and Watchfuloeſs you might come to this, in every ſolemn 
ation to mind God &s your End: Impoſe this apon yeur 
ſelves as yonr daily Rule tro walk by, never to lye down 
but wich theſe thoughts [ well, 1 will make uſe of my Bed 
05 41 Ordinance of God, for my natural Refreſhment that ſer- 
vent of bis may be fitted for his work. \ Never to riſe up 
but wich theſe tbonghts, I will ſet forth this Day in the 
Name of the Lord: and wake it 1) buſineſs this day through- 
o#t to plecſe him: Never to ſet about our Callings, but In 
the enterance to think thus | 1 will ſet about my Employ- 
ment in Obedience to God, brraxſe this is bis will, that 1 
ſhoxld walk with him in my place and ſtation, | Neverto 
ſer down to your Tables bu: thinking, 1 will now Ext and 
drink not meerly to feed my fliſh, but to chrriſh a Servant of 
Chri(t Zeſus, that he moy have ſtrength for his ſervice; } — 

k 


84: Caſes of Conſcience 
this npon your ſelves, and examine in the evening, how 
..you have minded jr, and check your {clves wherein you 
come fhort. Oacelearn this, and you are ccme to ſome» 
+ thlog: And yon ſhill have the vodoubred Evidence of your 
finccrity, and ſhi! know the Infide of that bleſſed myflery 
of walking wich Gad, 
Coun. I!l. Be, and do Wore than ordinary in your Fani« 
litz&>C loſtts now in the qrſ:(Fs 1 ſthe more publih Ordinances. 
1. In your Clofecs : Sce that your conſcicuces be able ta 
bcar you witnefs, chat under Gods cxtzaordinary Providen-» 
ces, you do more than ever in auyſwer thereunto, It may 
be you. prayed twice In the Day therefore ; Why fhould 
you aot at ſuch a time as this is, make one viſit more than 
ordinary to Heaven, daliy to repreſept bcfore God the Caz 
Jamicics of his Chuich. This be ſure of, that formewhat 
more than herctofore muſt now be doney <lſe God will 
lack upon Himſelf as intolerably (lighred ; and upon his 
Church as moſt unnatoraily neg/cHed if we do nor now put 
' toit. Be more than ever, fn f(clf examinarion. God doth 
' Jaok that when he is trying of us, we ſhould be much in 
the trial of our (civcs. And here ler me put Ic to your 
coniciences: How are your Rules for daily Examiration 

Jooked afier? Do you try your (elves by them from day to 

day 7? Ah wretched negligence / What have you given your 

approbarion and paſſed your promiſe , and yet evcn in 

ſuch a Day as this, ſo much forget your Duty ? God exe 

ps Rs ir of you, that now you ſee kim argry, you ſhould 

wich more jcalous fear, znd render clrcumipection, and 
” holy we'chſuineis, and (elif denial waik before him; eiſe 
you wil! greatly incenſe his indignaticu, when he ſhall fee 
thar yon tlight his anger, 

2.. ln your Femslies:Chrifliians, now the Lord calls aloud 
wpon you tn ſe: your houſes ſn order. Ohſce what Is @ mils 
in..tem, and firfve ro caft out that which may be a provas 
cation, Three things I adviſe you la reference to your Fa, 


milies. 


| 


kyong thers.: Mechinks.l. would nor quefiton, but that in 
ereiy godly Family there Is a care of the Catechiſm, But 
when Governours do only impoſe It. in general upnny their, 
| famillez, and. occatignely . take an. accounn, I find _, 

(86 : 


z., That you ſet up the ſolemn txerciſe of Cattchiſing weekly 
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Jadiciox'y Reſalved 5 
lietle progreſs is made:and therefore I beſeech you to ma 
It a Solemn Standing and conflant Exerciſe, and to expe of 
your Children and Servants as due an account Weekly of 
what they have leaca'4 in the Principles of Religion, as 
of any buſine(s of your own, Oh the fncredlavle benefic 
that would fpeedily come of this, if I could but perſwadey 
nd prevail with my SH-azers in ſofmall a Reque't as this? 

2, Toxt 10% bt of:en inquiring ints their ſpiritual Eſtates 3 
{| Follow them cloſe, and let them have no quier,cl|l you ſee 

they ſeriouſly mind and ſeek (piritual things, Por chem 

upon ſecret Prayer , Provide helps for them till they are 
able co go without them: Shew them often the neceffity of 

Regenerarion,1ndConverfion, and the nature thereof. Pur 

them ln min1 of the fcarful miſery of an unregenerate E* 

ſtare, Azk rhem ofren whether they arc Converted or not. 

Shew them the danger of delaying in ſuch a caſe, Beloved, 

*t1s roo ſadly evidenrthar as the Ordinances are now ſome 

where managed, theres lirtle Converſion work like to be 

done, Oh you Governours of Familles, do but your duty _ 
in your ſeveral places, and I 4oubr not but many Souls will 
| nevertheleſs b: Barn to Chrifi,even fn uch a day as this] 
2, Cell them to en £cconnt of their proficiency by twery oppore 
| txnity, Ifchere be bu: a Sermon or a Chaprer, read, let 
thera glvc you ſome zccount of ir. Thus our Savious, when 
the Deiciples ( his Family ) were in piivaie, he was asKn 
log :nem whether they did anderfiand, and profic by what 
they heard in publick, 
n—_— Mt. 13. I: 

Coun, IX, Be net diſcouraged by the preſent Difficulties 
of Keligion, but rv&thtr rejoxce In the oppertunity to (Lew your 
Love and Loyal!y to Jour Lord. Do not think God hath 
dealt hardly with you, vow your Religion is like to coſt 

& you ſomerhing, and preſently think of farinkiog and draw- 

. lng back co preſeryc your lafery, If you do love the 

» © Loidjetus you ſhould rejoyce, & be cxceeding glad In the 

opportunity to fkew 1e. brethren, what hath your Religion 

p Coft you ., hicherto? And for /hame fuff:r not your 

1 ſhrioking,and wichdrawing co tell the worid that you have 

e no! love egongh ro Chrift, :10 engage you rorun any haZird 
4 
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for him. D-» you indeed Jove the Lord ? Oh then now 


rejoyce and. be exceeding glad, for never had you —— | 
oppor: | 


* Caſes bf Conſcience 
oppertanity, Inall your lives, ro fhew your love az now, for 
never were you czlicd to adventare fo for him, and his ſer- 
 - vice, as now-you be. Naw reſolve, that If Religion will 
make you Vile you, will be yet more Viſe ; and let your 
Real and Reſolution for God be Intended and heighned by 


the oppeſirlon. 


— _ F 
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The Cordials follow, which areSacrament- 
Cordials. | 


Moſt dearly Beloved Brethren, 
His Holy Sacranienc is appointed a5 4 S:aiingOrainence | 
1 between Chrift and you. The Covenants are made,the 
terms are 2greed to 02 both ſidey?God is willlag to be yours, 
to z[! {arents and purpoſes ? your Shieid and exceeding 
greatReward, vour refuge and your Reſt, yourGod,and your 
Guide, While Chrift hath ic you ſhzl] never want;and what 
Ged is to him [that he fo your order) will be to you, 
You again ( through Grace ) are wililog ro be his, His 
in his own way; and on his own terins : willing to ſerve 
him 3 willing ro faſhion your ſ(civesafier him. Will- 
ing to be bergorhed to him, and ro be commanded by | 
him; coule his Remedies, to follow his Counſels, and 
and to a(q iieſce In him as our Bletiedneſs : Thus all are | 
agreed 2 The Articles arc drawn; the Covenznts, both on 
Gbds part and jours arc read written: And here you are 
come to pur all paft controverſie, and mutua'ly toſeal and 
and ſubſcribe: Oh happy and bleſſed meeting ! Chriſtians, 
do not forget your errand : Remember where you are, 
and what you are come for, and know that you arc 
upon the ſolemneſt tranſaRion that ever paſſed between 
theCreator and the Creature. Ic lsGod admirable condeſcen- 
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Judicinsfly reſolved. = 7 
Blynd, Luke 22. 20, Written In my Blood : Ratifi.d in 
 myBlood, O! Sirs,thls is that which Ged doth here reach 
vill forth unto you wich h's own hard this day The New Te- 
ur Rament in Chrifts Blood. Chriftians prepare your Ears,and 
by rovZe up your Fzith, and now believe and hear ſome of 
| the bleſſed Articles of that Covenant that God doth here 
— Sign a:d Scz! ro yous | (hill mention only Nine, which 1 
adviſe you to lav next your hearts while you have a day to 
s live, And 90x ſhall find the virtue of theſe Gordjals ſtrong 
and operative jn all condirlons. 
Arti I, That be will fulfil to you the place of all Relations, 
x Cor: 6. 18. 1 will be « Father to you, 4nd ye (hall be my 
$915 and Daughters. Whar ever Children may expeR from 


= | a Father, that y:u may look for from me : [ will find you 
_ Mear, be not thougtt el, I &now that you beve need of all 
: | theſe things, Mat. 25 31, 32» You {hall be clothed our 


's of my Ward-rote, Mat. 6. 28, 29, 30. And wear my 
Livery : And when you have need of correRion,l will re- 


oy member to doit in mercy, and you ſhall find, that as & 
's | Man cheſitnith bis San, ſo t5t Lord your God chaſineth you, 
| D.ut: 8 5, : 

y 1 will be « Husbend to you and will betroth you ants ms 
| for ever, Ho!, 2, I'9. You ſhall not need to fear, your Mas« 
7 ker is ; 1 will glyc you my cholce Love: 1will give you my 

h-are, 

: I will bt « Lord and Soveraign to you 5 The Lord {s your 
je Zudge, The Lord is your Lew-giver : The Lord is your 
1 K'ng . Fear not the anrighceouſneſs of men. 


t will judge your C:uſe, 1 will defend your Rights, you 
s ſh:ll not Rand or fall at Mans Bar 3 you ſhall not be caſt at 
be their Votes: Let them Curſe, i will Bleſs : Let them 
 $ Condemn, I will Juſtifie: Who ſhall accuſe when I ſhall 
: acquit you? Who ſhall lay any thiug to your charge, when 
I do diſcharge you ? When you come upon Tryal for your 
life to have your erernal ſtare decided, you ſhall (ee your 
Friend, your Father on the Bench: And you thall ſuerly 
Pand in jadgment, and be found at the right hand a» 
wangh the ſheep, and heat the King ſay, Come ye Befſe 
(4, 

1 will be « ſbephtrd to you, fear no evil, fot Fam with you; 
y ſhall not want, for 1 will feed you 3 You fhall nor © 
Wis 
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wander to be loſt, for I will reftore you : E will canfe 
you to le down in green pifinres ; and lead you beſide 
the Still! waters: If my Officers be carcleſs I will do jr 
my ſelf: As for you, Oh my carefeſs I will doit my ſelf : 
As for you, Oh my flock, thus ſaith the Lord God, I will 
judge berween Cattle and Cattle, 7 whil feed »y flock, ſaith 
the Lord God, and cauſe them to lle down, { will teck that 
which is loft,and bring agaln that which was driven away, 
and bind up that which is broken, and ſtrengthen thar 
which is ſick, but I will deftroy the fat and the ftrong,and 
will feed them with judgment. 

I w:{l be a Phyſician te you. I will heal your backſlidings, 
and cure all your Diſeaſes, fear not, never did ſoul miſcar» 
ry thar leftin my hands, and would but follow my pre» 
ſcriprion. 

We<ll. ths is one of che articles that God here ſealeth to; 
that he wili he to you in the place of ail Relations: Silence 
thou quarreliing Unvelicf, methlnks I hear thy Whlſipers ; 
Thar this is too good to be true, that it were preſumption 
In us ro count wpon all this. What ſhall they that muſt 
ſay to Corruption, that thou art my Father? be able to 
ſay tro the fncorruprible God, thou arr my Farher ? Shall 
they thar muſt (ay ro the Worm, thou art my Mother and 
my $ifter, be 2ble to (iy tothe Angels of Light, Ye are my 
follow S$cryzn's ? And to the King of Glory, Thou art my 
BrothEr, aid my Kinſman ? fhall Mzjetty «ſpouſe himſelf 
to Miſery, and the Worms-meart be warried ro Immorra- 
lity and Life ? How can theſe things be ? 

Nay but O hearr of infidelity, wharar: thou that replieſt 
againft God ? Doſt rhov,under a fly prer-nce of Humillfey, 
queſtion with chy Maſter. and call Veracity into doub!? Is 
nor this his Word, his ?Fromiſe, his Covenant? Ard isnat 
_ his Seal? Why then doſt chon doubr,O thou of little 
Faith ? 

Arr, I!. Thet he will entitle you to a'l the Divine Pey- 
ſons and Perrſefiions, Grn. 17. 7. 1 will be & God wnto theey 
mark, Gad gives away bimſelf, and he gives his Sex to Joy, 
Tſe, 42. 6. 1 will give thee ſor 8 Covenant of the people. This 
Is the Churches Triumph. iſe. 2. 60 x1to xs 4 Son is given, 
| And he gives his $pirzt to yon, 7ohn 14+ 16 - He ſhall give 

| Jon enviby Comforter, And Believers acknowledge the [4 
| | ccipty- 


Fudiciouſly Reſoned. 5” | 
celpr, 1, Cor. 2. 12+ me have 7tceived the Spirit which xs 
of God. Thus you ſee all the Perſons of the God*head are 
made over to you, and ſo are all the Perfetions of rhe God 
head; and ſo the Covenant rurs, Ger. 19. 1: 147: the Als 
mighty God, or the All-ſ» ficient God, walk before mt «nd be 
upright; theſe are the terms berween God avd x Beitever, 
Be thou upright before me, ard [ will be All ſaffictent ro 
thee : The All.ſofficlency of God Is the Comprehenſion of 
all his PerfeFiens. Truth without Power, or Power with- 
out Wiſdom, ro both without Goodneſs, would not be 
All ſufficiency : Allsſufficlency takes in all that is in God 
(it we may (peak ofGods moſt ſimple Efſencegaccording to 
the ſhallow reach our preſent Capacky ) yea It compre- 
hends Infinitly more than can be ſaid or thought, Why 
now this is the Covenant of Grace which God eftzblifhes 
with you this day, thzt he will be a God Al!ſ»fficient t0 
JOu. 

Chriſtians ronſe up your Faith: Now appropriare and 
apply the Promiſes; Now believe ſtrongly, and ſicdfaſtly, 
and beljevIng will fill you with joy unſpeakable, and full 
ofglory, I do not wonder If your Faith be pur to i; in fo 
high and great a Myſtery ; to draw nigh to Iofinire Majz» 
ſly, and confideringly and without hefirancy to ſays Thes 
art mixe and all that thou beaſt, thisis no eafie thing, But 
thou mayeſt nor dare to doubt ir, Cayſt thou queſtion 
him who ls the Truth ? Gan the ſtrength of Iſrael lie, or 19 
his word deceive thee ? Bur the ſoul is ready to reply, Oh 


the things is roo high, and to great for me to preſume ro 


believe, and is ready with Peter aſtonied, to cry out, Df» 
par Lord,for 14m & ſinſu! Han, Bur why ds thine Hind 
tremble, and thy Heart fall thee; And thy Fert ( with Peters 
when walking on the the Waters) begin to ſink? What 
doft thou flick ac ? 1s it at the tru:h ofthe promiſe ? No 
faith the trembling ſoul. but ſare ſo much can never belong 
to me (o fioful, lam afrald It Is not mine. Why, what 
laith the promile ? Only be wpright, What though thou 
haſt an huvdred Failing» yet thy Heart Is upright: The bent 
of thy Heart |s mainly for God and Holineſs , thou makeft 
confcience of all fin, little as welll as great, fecret as well 
as opeÞ, and doeſt nor deliberately allow thy ſelf In any : 


Thou doeſt in the ſettted frame vf thy heart _ — 
plea* 
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Pleafing of God, and value hls favour and fcllowfhip above 
all worldly good, ther: fore thou art upright,theſe marks are 
unfallible. Whar,docſt thou obj: & chy failings? Art thon 
under a Covenant of Works? Do yon think God now ſtands 
upon PerſcQion? The Covenant is plain : God counteth for 
vprigh:ne(s : and God hath wrought In thee that Condition 
that he requires of thee. Whatean be plaine:? Wijt chou ſuf- 
fer the Divel & unbelicf co catch the bread our ofthy hand, 
when God tells thce jt iy thine ? Wilt thou be againſt 
. thyſelf, and refoſe thine own pezce, when God iy come 
to ſcal thee up to the diy of Redemption ? This Is that 
which the Lard here ſeals ro thee, That be will be Go1 
All (ufficient t# thie, O b:lieve, and be thankfol and re- 
Joyce In thine own Hleſledneſs/ On happy, thrice happy 
Souls, whom the Living Go/!, thas Ggnificth and ſ(caleth 
to, and aſfigns over all his tlufiaite PericRlons as Its ever- 
Lifting pofltthon, 

Arc... I. Tyat br will diſcharge you from all your debts, 


Heb. 8. 1o, 12. This 3s the covenznt, I will bt: merciful 


ts their anrighteauſneſs, and their ſins and iniquitits will | 
T2 REMOer m0 more, Ta. 1. 18. thengh your fins be as ſcaritt, 
tv'y (bail h: as white «5s ſnow. Belizveft thou this Come 
near beloved Chriſtians, approach bcljevingly, and here 
thou ſhalc ſee the Lord croffing out all thy Debtz, taklng 
away the band writing that is againſt thee. declaring that 
he hath reccived a Ranſom, and ir is (ati-fizd, contenreds 
and paid. O happy man that ſhall leave all thy fins behlod 
thee; why this is the very thlog that the faithful God doth 
here S$cal unto thee. , Thy Pardon is written in his moſt 
ſacred blood hich is here ſhed for the remillion of f114. 
$o that thou mayeſi triumph with the Apoſtle, who is he 
that condemneth, itis Chriſt that died, Row. 8. 34» 

Art. IV. That be will ſavt you from all your Entmits, not 
from the Combate, but from the Conqueſt. The Victory 
ſhal be ſure, {o far God is engiged, So the Covenant rass 
Ja is firſt diſcovery, that the Seed of the women (henld break 
the Serpents brad, thexgh be ſhenld braiſe bis betl, Gen. 3.15» 
by the ſeed of tht women, underftznd not Chrift only, but all 
Belirvers, by the Serpent underfiznd no: Setan only, but all 
his party, the ungodly perſccuring World, which are his 
hls Children : and all our Tyrannous Luſts, which _ = 
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Judicinſly Reſolved, 3 
brood, his Works, By his brxi/ing oxy Heel, underfiand , 
his moleſting,.nd wounding of us, but nor mortally. By our 
on ff pecking bis Had, underſtand the toral and final vitory 
ds ff which we ſhall moſt certainly obtain over him 2nd hls party 
for F atlafi Chrifilans, what ſhould we ferr ! Dcath? The Coe 
on } yenant here Sealed makes over D-ath as a Legtrcy to you, 
uf- Þ and behold Ic brings you the head of your conquered Ene» 
d, Y my in a Charger, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Death is yours, O bleſſed 
aſt and moſt grateful Preſcnt, Seter! The Covenant aflures 
ne | you God will brziſe him wnder your feet ſ:ortly, Rom. 16, 20, 
at | The world ! Br of good chear, Chriſt bath overcome the world 
04 John 16. 23. Hell, There £5 no Condemnation for them that 
c&* } are i8 Chriſt 7eſus, Rom. 8. 1. Sin! This Indeed Is to be 
PY | dreaded, but with a watchſu! znd cautions fear ; Not with 
ih Þ fainting diſconreging feat ; Sin (hell not have dominion 
_” vt) you, Rom, 6, 13, 14. 
Chrittians, here now is meat for yorr Faith, What do 
f, | all thele holy Promlfes nothing move you ? Or carry little 
bl farour, or reliſh with thew? What ſhall the Almighty 
LY Godgiveir to thee under his own hand, that thou art a 
t, | Free-man, and thon make licttle account of Ir? Shall He 
ic } give thee thy Proteion, and thou lay it by as an uſeleſs 
© | Paper that ſignifies little ? Oh Slrs : when your hearts 
8 | zre ready to faint becauſe of the Sons off Anach, that be 
i J inthe way; when you ſee the black Guard gaping upon 
I, | you, and the King of Terrors levelling at you, and a wick» 
d | ed world armed with rage 2gainft you, and full of malice, 
h | and the Thieves 2nd Conſpirators In the boſom warchivg 
t theſr oppertubity ta betray all ro chem, yer ler not this 
» & diſcourage you. Theſe were enough indeed to make & 
'e FF confidering mans heart to melt and die wichin him, but 
9 that the Covenanc of grace yeilds ſuch ample relief againſt 
Ut Y all. O be ever mlodfull of the Covenan: : Remember 
J F what hath Pali this day berwcen the Li-ing God and your 
s I Souls: Watch, O Chiiftlan, and ſtand fafi, quit thee 
© Þf like a Mav. The Cor:queſt Is ſure : Who would not fight 
* &F with conrage, that hath aſſurance of the Vidtory ? 
Art. V. that be will beſriend you 3n all conditions: He 
| F willbea faſt Friznd ro you In every Change, and turn all 
things to your goods and when you are ready to ſay un- 


billeviogly, with Feceb; All theſe things art again} mes | 
Rom, _ 


62 Caſes of Conſcience 


Rum. 8 28. Gen. 42. 36, [f he brings you into the W1l- 
derneſs; 'There he will fpeak comfortable unto you, He/.2+ 
© 14-[n the Fire and the Water He will be with you, Iſa. 43- 
i2.He will be a firengthto the poor a ſtrength ro the needy 
© in hlsdiſtreſs,a refuge from the Storm,and a ſhadow from 
©the H-ar, when the blaſt of che terrible ones Isasa Storm 
© zgaInft the Wall, 1/6. 25+ 4+ 

Bzlaved, here the Lord Is come to S$cal all theſe Prom» 
iſes tro you; Oh go home and bleſs your: ſelves In the 
ſweer Security of your eftate, God hath promiſed, you 
that what ever conditlon you be in, ynu ſhall have Seccure, 
and Supporr from him, and enjoy his preſ:nce with 
you ; and (ce his Finger in all your Troubles (weetly 
tarning all to the beſt; Go away aud live like b:lievers; 
be nor afral4 of Suffering, but ſhew thar you believe 
what God hath promiſed, thu fil: Rions ſhall nor hure 
you, The next time avy trouble comes npon you, Remem 
bec what a Promife God hath paſſz4 wnro you this day, 
and wair on him believingly for the happy iITuz and event 
of every Tryal that fhz1ll befall y ou. 

Arr, VI. *That he will rake upon him the cire of all 
© yonr Conceraments, You muſt pz careful in nothing, 
* Phil. 4. 5. He carech for you, 1 Pet- 5. 95. Takeno 
* thoughts what you ſhall Exr or Drink, n:tther be of 
© donh>rfal mind, but rathcr (eek you the Kinzdom of Gods, 
$ and all theſe things ſhall 5c added co you, 1 xbe. 12. 29 31 
« Come you to this Boi; O' 4nance In any diftreis or 
© trouble? Methinks yoa fhould go from it as Hanna, 
© and you Countenance be no more ſad, God will number 
* your Hears : and will rake care rthar nothing be loft, Fob, 
*6, 36. Luke. 12. 7. He will rake care of your Names, 
' and bring forth your R:ghieouſneſs as the Light, P/el, 
©37: 5. 6. Of yaur ſubfiltence, He will give Meat to 
© them that fear him, and 9: ever mindfal of his Covenant, 
Pſal. 111+ 5, Of your Seed, for he will be a God unto 
them, and wc:ll entall the bleſſing upon rhem, Gen. 17. 9. 

- He commands that your Widows and Fatherles Children 
- ſhould be lefr on him. He is by Covenanr to look after 
Ethelr Concerns, you need nor be foliclious, He is render 

BEyon when he ſeerms moft to negle& you, as Moſes Sifter 
We ſecretly warching behind the buſh and wiſhly 


looks 
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Jadicie«ſly Reſolved, R oz 
looking on, to fee what wis done to the Child, though 
tothe findersit ſeemed expoſed ro Famine, and Death tt 
thc Flags. | 
ed Arr, VII, That he will glve you, or be himſelf toyou 
Vf «Infiead of all Comforts, He will be a San and Shield, 
torm N © 409 will give grace and glory, and no good thing wil. 
© he whih old from them that walk uprightly, Pſal. 841 
11. O' ! the treaſure in theſe words. 1 am thy Shield 
and txceeding great Ri#ard, IT will undertake both for 
you {| *Þ) Proteion and Proviſion: When evill aflails thee, I 
| will be a Shicld ro thee : When any good is wanting, I 
| will bea Sepply. Thou fhalrt have Children, or I will be 
erly || Þecter to thee than ten Children; Thou ſhale have Riches 
or I will be thy Store : Thou ſhalt have Friends if beſt 


0 for thee, or elſe I will be thy Comforter in thy ſolitude, 
\ure | ty Counſellor in thy diſtreſs. My Secrets; my Ear and 
nem | =y Door ſhall be ever open to thee, Mark. 10- 30. Me 


lay (ball receive ax bundred=fold inthis time; though he have 
* | bot the things themſelves, yer he ſhall have all theſes 
and more than ail In me: I will be Houſe, and Friend, 
all and Father to him, all in one. If yon ſhov!d have an 
ng handred Candles burning in the Room, and fhould par 
' | out every one, and open the Window and let inthe Sun, 
this wonld be berter than the hundred Lights that were 
put out : So here, thongh chon ſhould be clled tro forſake 
3, all, ewill be bur as the letting the Ciſtern run, and open 
© to the Founralo. 


= Arr. VIIT, That he will mentain you all your days in 
ec | © Þls ſervice. He wlll be your Guide even unto Death, 


n © Pſal. 48.14. Chrifiians, whileſt you have a day to liyE, 
" | © God will ſtand by you, He will never leave you nor for= 
ſake you. Heb. 13, 5. Snrely Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall 


F | * follow you all the days of your lives, Pſel. 23. 6. And 

. {4 the Lord wlll neycr turn away from you todo you good, 

bn Fer. 32. 40s O hippy Covenant that the Lord ſcaleth 
to you, 

6 Art, IX. That when you come to Age, bt will give the 

r Kingdom to you. God faith to the believer here : Thine 

. 3s the Kengdom ; What cyer is promiſed In che Covenants - 


END 
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| = Caſts of Conſcience | 
T8 Sealed in the Szcrament, Luke. 12: 32. It is you? 
Fathers, good pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, Lake, 22, 
29. T appoint unto you a Kingdom. Mark the Promiſes preg- 
nant witha K'ngaom. *T.s 00 lefs thin a Crown, a Kings 
dome, that is here delivered unto you, Lyb! 19. 12+ A 
Tit certain Noble Men went into & far Conntrey, to rective ts 
| himfe!f « Kingdom and ta 7etwn: This Is the buſineſs you 
| - are come for hither, To r2ceive to your ſelves « Kingdom, 
ſi and foro returoy, Oh! merhinks you ſhould forger what 
Tit ground you go vpony as you are going home. to think” 
fi whar you have received here, Methinks you ſhould go 
lit forth as TJamen from the Banquet, joytul and with a glad * 
t Heart, Sirs, do you know what yeu are doing ? Why 
the Laid dorh by theſe Stgns glve you the Kingdom as 2 
| Man by the dilircring unto you a Twf, or a Ky, glres 
| poſſe{fion of an Hexſe or Land . Brethren have you ever 
read of the Kinz1om of Foy, of the Crown of Liſe of the * 
Robes of RightcouMntſs, ot the Thrones of the Glory ? Why 
all this G14 here mekes over to yon, I rell you, Sirs 
theſe are not blg Words nor cunningly diviſed Fables, 
God Almighty Is here come to certifi: you of the reality 
of hls Promiſes. As fure az you do now fiton your Sears, 
' you (hall ortly fir on your Thrones, As (ure 28 you are 
' now clazthed whih fleſh, (o ſurely ſhall you be cloathed 
with Girry, Are you ſure you are now in Earth? $a 
ſurely ſhall you be ſhortly In Heaven, The Lord intendeth 
ou buc for a very lirile while in this lower Reglon, you 
muſt dwell above ; where Chriſt is, there you muſt be 
alſo. As ſure as you now feea Crucificd Chriit, fo ſurely 
fhall you ſce a Glorified Chrif, The Lord Jeſus doth 
auticipare his Senrence here, and calls to you, Gueſt ; 
Come ye Bleſſed, inberit the Kingdom, Take the writing, 
behold the Seals. here are the Conveyances of the King= 
dom ; The Donation'ls ſure and full, uoalterable, irreyo- 
| cable. | 
=. Chriſtians, do you believe ? If you do, methinks you 
Eithoule be raviſhed : Methinks you ſhonld be filled with * 
y anſpeakable and fall of Glory | But do you ſtagger at 
e Promiſe, through un}clc!lf? Do you (ay, O ir Is ay 
WE: muci 
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- Tullieioxfly Reſolved, "4 ” 
much and too great? Why, how cen this be'#  Whal 
roo great for God to make good f Thou dareft nor think; - 
ſo, Bur it is too greet for me to Count upon. Why bag *2 
man, doft thou not bear upon thee, the Mark of the Lord. - 
Teſs 3 Whoſe Image and Suptrſcription is this ? Doth not © 
your very hear: prize Chriſt above allthe World ? Haſt ++ 
thon not made 2 deliberate choice of him, for thy Head © 
and Hu: badd? Haſt thou notertered intoa ſolemn contra@ 
with him, ro be his for ail tim<s and conditions, and 


"love, honcur and obey him, before 4ll others ro the death ? 


And doth nor tiny heart ftand to all his cholce ? Haſt 
bot thou taken him with his Yoke, and with his Croſs? 
And 4oeft not thou in thy pravtice firſt ſeek the Kingdom 
of God, and the Rightcouſneis thereof? And 
thou chefen the way of the Kingdom? Art n 
love wi'h Holineſs? An defirett grace more than Gold?” © 
Doe!t not thou prefer an holy (piritoal Life, before all 
the Grandcur of the world, and pler(ure of the fleſh? 
And allthis not only for a fir or tiz{h, but in the ſertled © 
frame and diſpoſition of thy heart ? Surely thou muſt 
wrong God and thyſelf if thou denieft 1t ro be thus wich 
thee. Why theſe are the maiks of the Lord 7eſus upon 
thee, the ſure marks. Fear not, theſe cannot deceive 
thee: They evidence that thou art born of God, that 
thou art a Son, and fo an Helr ; and therefore mayeſt 
lay cla/m to the Inherirance. 

Come then, Beloved Chriſtian, be of good comforrs 
why fhouldeft thou doubt? Thou haft the mark of the 
Sheep and therefore thy portion ſhall He at the Right 
Hand, and thy Sentence among the Bleſſed, Well then, 
receive this Holy Sacrament as the Pledge of all this. Go 
home and look over all theſe Bleſſed Promiſes, and count - 
them thine, Do nor read them ( as roo often hereroa 
fo:'e )es if they did not concern thee, Remember what 
God hath here promiſed under Hand and Seal to thee, :; 


- and let not all be left behind thee, when than goeſt 


of 


hence, bur let the remembrance, the fruit and ſweer of; 
this abide upon thee whileft thon haf} a day to live,, New - 
ver forget what the Lord hath here ſpoken to thy _ | 

_ = Make 
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not. * 
rhou in % 


conſcience 
maſcs rhan cver in thy Life before : 
Bleſs rt | mber how the Lord delivered 
thee the | Sealed to chee ſeveral Articles; 
Sow h net they dd upon the Book of the Cove- 
"Dan! ny red has and fald, This is the New Teft 6 
Wert fn 9 V Ohive henceforth a Liſe of Joy and 


elevated above the world; Do not 
and floathful rate carry It like a be. 


pf. + 


-  Jiver-, nd in&Sord, walk as one that doth Indeed take 
- Wl! + the Lord hath ſpoken to thee this day, 
"Lev rthar-of the Apofile be « Cioſe to all, 2 Cor. 7. 11 
vi refore theſe Promifes, Dearly Beloved let ws 

ſelves from all filrhineſs both of fleſh and 
.perfeRlog Holineſs In the fear of God- 
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